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RESOURCES OF MATERIA MEDICA. 

rr OF MEDICINAL AGENTS INDISFENSABLy NECESSARY TO 
THE SUCCESS OF THE PBTTSICIAN, THE WELFAHE OP 
HIS PATIENTS, AND THE ADVANCEMENT 
OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 

BT J08BPS 11TB8, U. ir. 

9 three kingdoms of Nature are annually contributing to the 
rces of Materia Medica. New and valuable remedies are 
J added to the list of our medicinal agents, from the mineral^ 
able and animal kingdoms. The multiplied resouroee of %h» 
*1 profession are, as yet, imperfectly explored. Here ia an 
volume enriched with the inreetigations and toils of prime- 
1 
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2, to which thousands of jears of patient study has 
and which is unfolding constantly new and richer 
the rewards of diligent investigation. Here is a 
itory for tiie profession to explore, and by the aid of 
es,,new remedial agents will be added to our liat 
aished author : 

to my views, the catalogue of the articles of the 
a, that every physician ought to have at his com- 
:!0m prise 

indigeneous remedial agent which is definitely 
sally capable of being useful in the treatment of any 
e, whether it is active or mild in its effects, whether 
y value and capable of being relied on exclusively 
nent of severe complaints, or is only of secondary 
d merely proper as an auxiliary, and whether it re- 
preparation, or only extemporaneous ; and , 
exotic article of the same general character that 
ently obtained and easily kept" 
lie and organic kingdoms of nature disclose their 
lerties to the persistent experiments and observations 
I philosopher. In relation to this subject, the re 
StilM might appositely be quoted: "We cannot 
ongly upon the mind the fiindamenlal truth that 
ion of the efiects of medicines is the only possible 
therapeutics ; for recognizing it clearly and follow 
ly, we shall be content to concentrate all our powers- 
Lod listen to the responses which she makes to our 
es. We shall be content, by careful and prolonged, 
mparative experiment and observation, to arrive at 
conclusions which do not form the doctrines of a 
;t, but of all time and of the whole medical world." 
cians deny the right of the profession at lai^e ever 
he use of remedies from the generally received au- 
aver that they themselves had always been and 
I be the last to adopt anything new in medicine, 
lent should receive the universal ban of the medical 
every physician w«re to employ no medicinal agents 
. have been included in the London, Edinburgh, or 
armacopoeia we should have no more new remedies 
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admitted to oar catalogue ; all investigation would e 
sequent progress in materia medica would end. Lt 
investigation continue to be encouraged, and new re 
continue to be atidcd to our list, until the three king( 
shall cease to make responses to fuither inquiries. I 
the laws of vital organization, and threads the vas 
pathological science, and discovers remedies by whic 
afflicted are relieved and restored to health, and life ; 
conferred an incomparably gi-eater blessing upon tl 
than all the oiher diacover-es or impiovcments wh 
made in all other sources of human k;iowledge. I: 
is displayed in the works of nature, in the vast 
contribute to the medical profession. Tliis is mai 
dime, from the polar regions to the torrid zones. Ji 
nished a materia medica inexhaustible, which scienc 
in our cultivated valleys, mountains, and unbrokei 
is unfolding her medical treasm-es, and presenting a 
that will be the standard for all nations, and contini 
time, ft volume that will continue to light up the 
soil until the ravages of disease shall cease to exist 
(dcians are not 'giTOd botanists or chemists, there is g 
Ids apprehended from the too frequent use of p8eud( 
ated rcmftliea. 

In time of war, good amrannition is indispensabl; 
Bucce^s ; however skillful may be the officers, or 1 
dexterity may be displayed by the army, if the po 
adulterated, defeat will be likely to ensue. So iti c 
er correct the physician may be in diagnosis, and h< 
in the use of remedies, still, with badly adulterate 
pointment will, inevitably, be the result The la 
Meiiico-Ohirurgiial Review is apposite in relation to ■ 
" The materia medica, after all, furnishes us with ihi 
and cjmnon by which we assail the citadels of diseaf 
this material of war, all our fjne-spun rules of gunn 
ciiti<m are of no avail" Out nm^dia! agents are an 
ing ill iiumliem, and various processes are adopted i 
of preparation. We often find various degrees ■ 
power in tlie eame agents, which plainly indicate a 
of manulacture in some establishmenta, and in oth 
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adulterations. Purity, a uniformity of strength in remedies, is of 
the utmost importance to the profession, the safety and recoyery 
of patients, and the advancement of medical science. Dr. Coe ap- 
preciated the importance of this subject, when he penned the fol- 
lowing statements : 

" Every practitioner of medicine" says he, ^'is well aware that 
there are times when it is difScult to decide upon the precise rem- 
€sdy indicated. Of this fact we have an illustration in every con- 
sultation held over a case of disease. When, at last, combined 
judgment has decided upon the proper remedy, greatly is the per- 
plexity increased if it be of indefinite therapeutic power. 

"Be it either above or below the common standard of medicinal 
strength, mischief will equr^Uy happen. If too strong, the reaction 
may prove fatal. If it be inferior or inert, valuable time will be 
lost, and the chances of recovery lessened, if not destroyed. How 
often does the reputation of the skillful practitioner suffer, by rea- 
son of the dispensation of such defective agents. His diagnosis 
may have been perfect, his judgment correct, his prescription ap- 
propriate; yet, in consequence of the dispensation of extracts, 
tinctures, synips, etc., prepared from inferior, perhaps inert mate- 
rials, his patient fails of receiving benefit, his judgment is impugn- 
ed, hi« prescription condemned, and his reputation injured. The 
positive character of any and every remedial agent is a considera- 
tion of the greatest importance to every practising physician. It 
is a consideration that directly involves the question of success. 
No conscientious physician would risk his patient's health and life 
by the employment of remedies of doubtful power. Even were 
the practice of medicine made a purely commercial transaction, 
yet would the hope of further patronage be based upon the power 

to cure. 

" In either view of the case, then, the positive character of re- 
medial agents is a question of great moment. Health, life, success, 
reputation, hang in the balance. We feel that we cannot be too 
strenuous upon this point, and are certain that all right-thinking 
physicians will coincide with us in the opinion that all remedial 
agents should be as positive and definite in their character as hu- 
man skill can make them." 

From obvious reasons, it must appear conclusive that adulterated 
or impure drugs used in the treatment of patients, greatly retard 
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the advancement of medical scienoe. The report 
who have used impure remedies, or those rendered 
inert by the process of manufacture, are prejudici 
beneficial, to the advancement of medical science 
porta are, no doubt annually, made to medical 
which accounte for the great discrepancy in relatio 
and operation of many agents, comparatively new to 
The adulteration of liquors is admitted to be very \ 
be regarded as 'a criterion, showing, to some extent, 
other medicinal aeents. The following case, in t 
aW Sarg. Bep., is a very good illustration in relati 
" Dr. Hiram Cox, inspector of liquors at Cincinnai 
port on their adulteration, relates that he observed 
grocery store, a man, shedding tears and gasping wl 
glass of whisky. lie called for some of the same, 
litmus paper dipped in it turned scarlet. He took 
his labratoiy, and the analysis gave seventeen per c 
ic spirits, instead of forty, which is proof, the di 
made up with red pepper, catistie, potassa, nux vot 
pint of such liquor," says the author, " would kill 
man." Eelative to the purity of medicines, the B 
Surg. Journal remarks, vol. 59, p. 262 : — "It is, bi 
one of the most vital interests of humanity, that all 
stances should be entirely reliable. There cannoi 
any doubt that much of the failure often experienc 
eines, arises from a faulty preparation of good mat 
fi-equently from the employment of spurious or efl 
Many evils result from this state of thinga The fir 
that patients suffer, and the most serious conseque 
Btantly ensue. The modern physician, it is well-kn 
paratively very little medicine; but such aa is reqi: 
the best it is possible to obtain. Think of encoum 
attack of colic, or any other excessively painful 
worthless opium ; or of combating an intermittent v 
noeent of its chill-subduing power. 

The next bad effect of poor medicines is that tl 
blamed. The inefficiency of the medicaments is 
him, and he is set down as incompetent to choose, o 
with the effects of drugs. To such an extent ma^ 
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hj and skillful practitioner may be diacharged, and 
niat himself to quacks, and run the entire gauntlet 
)iricism." 

in the manufacture and vendition of remedial 
requently fosters a spirit of rivalry, which, to be sus- 
to the adulteration of drugs, reduction of prices, 
cost the manufacturers far more than impure ones, 
afforded for the same. Those who supply the mar- 
prices, calculate to make their fortunes by so doing, 
! their profits by procuring aiticles of little value, 
jeen injured chemically, and their properties, if not 
changed to such a degree that disappointment must 
w their dispensation. Fluid extracts are quoted 
lufacturera in their Prices Current at such reduced 
Tant the conclusion that many of them have been 

materials damaged and of little or no intrinsic 
extracts contain if any but very limi ted properties 
hey represent Having but little if any effect upon 
physician prescribing them loses all confidence in 
agents, and his report of his experience with them 
tbat of others who have experimented with good 
tides. It is no doubt owing to this fact that many 
otent remedies . are treated as uncertain in their op- 
afe to usa So long as such medicines are used by 
jfession so long will all practical science be encum- 
rors, doubts and uncertaintiea. Criticisms made 
properties of any form of medicines are valuable 
ist in proportion as the purity of the agents tiaed. 
n principles which should be investigated whenever 
)ted at a reduced price ; if for less than the crude ma- 
Dbtained, depend upon it a damaged and unreliable 
fore you. Promptness and potency of action and 
trength will not characterize drugs unless extracted 
>ce3s and from the best material As a general rule 
t he pays for, if he seeks to procure medicines 
iuced price, he obtains an inferior article, 
f medicine, and not the price, should be the most 
deration with the physician. Upon this subject are 

too weighty to be balanced by the treasures of 
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earth. By the employment of impure remedial agents the phy 
aician may saeiiBce his reputation and the life of hiH patientu. 
Frequently the physician is denounced for want of proteaaional 
skill, and his businesss ruined in consequence of Ubmg adulterated 
or worthless drugs. This subject should be diSL-ussed in all ita 
bearings, such as relates to the progress of medical science, the 
reputation of the physician, the safety of patients ind the general 
welfare of communitiea. There is a vast amount of re ponbibihty 
connected with this subject, a crime committed wUicli no earthly 
tribunal can adjudicate. This system of adulteratitn hii been 
increasing for years, and loud calls are being made against its con 
tinuance. The laws of our land are framed for the punishment of 
fraud, and its suppression, but no law has yet been passed ade 
quate to suppress this alarming and increasing one the adultera 
tion of medicines, 

Good, reliable preparations cannot be aflorded at the re 
dueed ' prices frequently quoted. While high pnces do not 
invariably secure pure and reliable remedies, greatly reduced pnc 
es, as a general rule, will secure an inferior or worthless irticle 

He who uses impure or inert remedies for his patient", because 
they can be obtained at reduced prices, is guilty of a moral obli- 
quity, the results of which are too raomentou3 for the adjudication 
of finite beings ; they are not limited to earth, or time, but extend 
onward, and may forever settle an eternal destiny. By the em- 
ployment of such remedial agents, the ravages of disease are not 
arrested, and injuries, either functional or structural, are permitted 
to ensue, which an ange! could not remove. Purity of medicines 
should continue to be discussed, and held up by medical men as 
one of the most essential elements to the success of the physician, 
the safety of patients, and the advancement of medical science. It 
is said that the needle derives great advantage from being, at 
times, retouched by the magnet ; in making the application, let us 
regard the purity of remedies as the needle, and truth as the mag- 
net Let the subject be discussed in all its relations to moral ob- 
liquity, responsibility and physical evils, so long as the medical 
horizon shall indicate the continuance of a traffic, upon which sci- 
ence, reputation, skill and life are being sacrificed. 

Pro£ C. B. Gruthrie, in alluding to this subject, remarks : — 
" Medical men are the ones who daily feel and know that the 
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amount ol adulteration and sophistication is enormous, yet many 
of them are often at a loss to know where to place the blame, and 
many more fail to see the evil in all its bearings. It is the profes- 
sion, after all, who have got this reformation to work out, and 
that, too, without much hope from apothecariea" 

{To he Continued,) 
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ON THE ACTION OF ARSENIC ON THE HUMAN 

SYSTEM. 



BY THOMAS HUNT, F. R, C. 8. 



The medical records of arsenic, both as a niediciue and a poison, are 
strangely contradictory and confused. The object of this paper is to 
explain these difficulties, and to pre sent to the reader, as concisely as 
possible, proofs of the utility and safety of arsenic as a remedy for 
certain diseases of the skin. 

To do justice to the subject, we must consider arsenic as a poison 
and as a medicine, and we shall endeavor to show that although in large 
doses, arsenic ranks among the most dangerous and fatal of mineral 
poisons, yet as a medicine, it is about as far from poisonous as any 
medicine can possibly be. 

1. Regarded as a poison^ ars^enic in its various comp »unds is, in large 
doses fearfully fatal. But in order to treat the subject with precision, 
we must inquire into its effects in different poisonous doses ; for the 
symptoms produced by a large poisonous aose are very different from 
those of a small poisonous dose, different not only in degree but in kind. 
Inquiring into this part of the subject we propose to rely on the tes- 
timony of Dr. Christison, of Edinburgh, who has satisfactorily exhausted 
the question in his gr^at work on poisons. He has shown that arsenic 
regarded as a poison, has a twofold action on the human system; the 
one a purely irritant action, by virtue of which inflammation of the ali- 
mentary canal and other organs is more or less rapidly set up ; the 
other a sympathetic action, affecting organs remote from the seat of its 



Arsenic 

ition. Moreover, he hu proved that the symptoms of 
ge dosee of ftraenic vary very much with the dose adi 
It there is oFben a remarkable corespondence belueen l 
huh death /olloiet the dote, and the prominent symptoc 
aute of death, 

lluatrate thia, we may divide these fatal cases into thi 

ing to the mimber of hours or days transpiring befo: 

The patient may die in five or tix hours or less, afl« 

i poison ; or he may survive it one, two or three days ; 

die atler a protracted illness of several days, or even recovei 

1. In cases in which the patient dies in two, four, >ir aix 
flvallowing the poison, he dies of paralyaii of the heart; and 
toms are excessive prostration of strength, with frequent fai 
ultimately fatal deliquium. Here the dose of arsenic is gem 
large. The medical attendant, finding his patient pale and 
seldom dreams of arsenical poisoning, but suspects internal hi 
But the post-tnoTtem reveals nothing of this kind, and the 
buried, nobody for a moment suspecting that he has been po 
there is no vomiting, nor diarrhcea, nor even pain in the abd 
gans, and yet the patient may have taken two or three ounces 
These oases are rare, but they certainly do occur. 

2. When the patient survives a poisonous dose of arsenic ft 
or three days, he dies at length, not of paralysis of the hi 
infiammation of one or more of the abdominal viscera ; an< 
dose being smaller, the symptoms are very different. The 
alight fbintnes'i in the first instance, but the grievous comple 
in the stomach, which soon becomes excruciating. The pf 
plains there is fire burning within him. He retches and i 
Atantly, especially after drinking, which can scarcely be av 
the urgency of the thirst, and the dryness, heat, and intense < 
of the throat. The belly is tense and tender, and sometim 
Hoarsness and difficulty of speech commonly follow. Dii 
tenesmus, or both, are present. The mouth and lips, and ne 
mucous and serous membranes of the body, partake of the inf 
action. After a few hours, twitches of the muscles, i>r c 
occur, with tremors and severe cramps in the legs ; the pu 
and feeble, the hands and feet livid, the countenance anxioi 
lapse f, and afterwards clammy sweats, delirium, stupor and > 
in the fatal event. These are the ordinary symptoms of a 
dose of poison. 

3. In cases where the patient survives the dose a much 1< 
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and yet generally dies at length, the cause jf death is to be found not 
in the heart, nor in the stomach or bowels, but in the nervous systerti. 
The symptoms are inflammation in the first instance, but not of a fatal 
kind ; secondly, coma^ with a peculiar palsy ot the arms and legs, as if 
from lead poisoning; and then, thirdly, symptoms of epilepsy in one 
case, (»t tetanus in another, of hysteria in a third, and of mania in a 
fourth. The patient has generally taken but a very few grains of 
arsenic in these cases, or he has partly got rid of it by vomiting. He 
may die at length of tetanus or epilepsy, or he may recover. If slow 
poisoning by arsenic ever occurs, these are its symptoms and course. 

Here, then, are three classes of cases of poisoning by arsenic, in 
which (according to the dose taken, and its solution in the sti'maeh) 
we have distinctly three different sets of symptoms, and three widely' 
diverse causes of death, as well as three dates, periods, or injervala 
between the entrance of the poison into the stomach and the fatal result. 
Thus we have death occurring within a very few hours, from the failure 
of the heart's action; death occurring within two or three days, from 
extensive^inflammation ; and lastly, death occurring within two or three^ 
or more weeks, the cause being fatal aisturbance of the nervous system. 

Every practitioner of medicine should store within his mind a ready 
impression of these facts, as, at a coroner's inquest or at a trial for 
murder, the life of an accused person may be at stake, and the judge 
and jury of necessity place reliance on the medical evidence. 

Still, it must be obvious that the foregoing divisions are rather ar- 
bitrary than natural, and, though they will be very useful as landmarks ^ 
they will not apply to every case ; for there often occurs an intermediate 
case, in which the dose, the symptoms, and the date of the fatal event 
all prove exceptional. For instance, the victim may suffer severely at 
one and the same time both from the depressing and irritant effects of 
the poison ; or he may possibly die suddenly without any well-marked 
symptoms at all. 

The results of the whole is, that it is as well to exercise great caution, 
and to be somewhat reserved in our evidence until a post-mortem ex- 
amination has decided whether arsenic is deposited in the tissues in 
palpable quantities or not. 

U. In medicinal doses the action of arsejic presents quite a new field 
of inquiry ; and happily the subject has been investigated of late with 
great care and attention, and the results are not only highly interesting 
and satisfactory, but so unexpected and astonishing that the profession 
has scarcely yet accepted them as fapts. We are speaking now of the 



3al, not the therapeutical, action of minute doses; 
ing of real doses, not of hypolhetical or homnsc 
lonly called " infinitesimal." We have nothing to 

w let ua suppose a patient to take a tm-ditinal dose oi 
ve minims of Fowler's solution thrice a day for a * 
i we expect? What do we expect? What does t 
t? What does the patient expect? Just what ni 
«a, griping, purging, and other sijiDS of irritation in 

For the first week there is very rarely any aensiiil 
produced. At the end of the second week a slight 
'es is sometimes complained of, the conjunctives beini 
imed. The effects of the medicine do not accumulate 
ly reducing the dose a little, we shall allow the eye 
without at all hindering the therapeutic efTect. Th 
) a sense of warmth in the extremities and a general 
d health and invigoration. Some patienta become 
I course, others teel in high spirits and are conscious of 
ite. Many say after a six months' course, that thej 
*I1 in their lives." A fevr, however (and thes( 
us or fanciful subjects), complain of disturbed rest ai 
^er feelings. This is especially the case where tha p 
taking arsenic, and thinks he ia being poisoned by it, 
er nine or ten months have elapsed, it is common for tl 
md much more rarely the palms of the hands, to b( 
tnd corny. The epithelial scales are thickened, and s 
re tender, as after a long walk. In per.'^ona of fair cc 
find at length that those parts of the surface which ; 
B dress assume a sort of unwashed appearance, and a f 
je brushed off (Pityriasis araenicalis). Very rarely 
ipulea appear hero and there ; but eruptions product 
■ifling, and by no means worthy of serimu n itice. 
t account of the average effect of arsenic in a prop 
an average deduced from a survey of upwards ol fift 

recorded nut in the memory, but in about twenty Ij 
.nuscript, suppliod chiefly from dispensary practice, 

generally ignorant as to the medicine given them, a 
expected from it. Some of them took the medicini 
isly for seven years together, and not one with a rei 
d. 
> effects of modicinal doses are therefore muat cum 
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in kind as well as degree from the effects of poisonous doses. Poison- 
ous doses are almost always fatal ; medicinal doses never. As a poison, 
arsenic is depressing in the extreme. It may produce paralysis of the 
heart, nausea, vomiting, stupor, epilepsy ; as a medicine it is tonic and 
invigorating, excites moderately the action of the heart and arteries, 
quickens the appetite, promotes digestion, often cures inter mittents, and 
has been known to cure epilepsy. As a poison it irritates the bowels, 
and produces diarrhoea, colic and dysentery. As a medicine it never 
excites inflammation, scarcely ever diarrhoea,* but has often been ob- 
served to restrain the undue action of the bowels ; nay, it has been 
seriously proposed as the best remedy for chplera. Of this, however, 
the writer has no evidence to offer, nor would he be inclined to make 
the experiment, for this among other reasons, that a cholera patient 
would probably die some days before so slow a medicine could act at 
all. 

Such, then, are the physiological effects of arsenic in proper medicinal 
doses. And these are well known to hundreds of practitioners who use 
it every day secretly, and so far, perhaps, wisely ; for patients do better 
under it when they are kept in profound ignorance. There is however, 
in the profession a wide spread prejudice against it, founded certainly not 
upon the experience of its use ; for no man would be afraid of it if he, 
like the writer, had administered not less than 500 gallons of the arsenic- 
al solution in ten years in dispensary practice alone. — Medical Reprint, 
— Detroit Review of Medicine, 
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OPIUM AND STRAMONIUM. 



BY JAMES T. NEWMAN, M. D., CHICAGO. 



It has long been a subject of debate in my mind whether or not there 
existed an antagonism between opium and stramonium; hence, I re 
solved, on the first opportunity that presented itself, to test them. But, 
having no chance to experiment, it looked to me as though the problem 
would never be solved, as far as I was concerned. Yet an unlooked for 
accident has more than rewarded my patience, and I can say with much 

! * It often happens that In the swmmer and autumn months patients under an arsenical course are 
attacked with diarrhoea. And It is not uncommon for them to complain of catarrh and brondtiial 
cough in the winter months. But who does not know that in persons not taking arsenic, diarrhoea Is 
common In the summer and autumn, and catarrh In winter ? Where there is In the weather a sufficient 
general cause for these ailments, what wise man would look for a special cause? Patients under an 
arsenical course seldom complain of catarrh In the summer, and as rarely of diarrhoea in the winter. 
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re and conGdenoe that one is antagoniatio to the other. I feel 
Hy satisfied that in opium we have an antidote for licliadoDna and 
inium. Should cases of poisoning occur from either of those drugs, 
e padent seen sufficiently early, there is no need cf resorting to 
But, on the other hand, if the poison has been taken ap by ab- 
Dn, we need an agent to hunt it up and undo what has been done, 
the case in question. Was called on the 1st of October, about 
ast one o'clock in the morning, to see a mother and her two 
lers. They had had paroxisms of ague, and the tiiotlier resolved ' 
ng her own doctor. She conceived the idea that fenne! seed was 
ediciae she wanted. She sent one of her little girls to a German 
tore for the aforesaid fennel seed. HaTing obtained them, she at 
iroceeded to make a tea ; the strength of it 1 can not tell. When 
called in, I fiiund the mother and her two cliildren were in a 
111 condition. The mother and oldest girl were raving like maniacs, 
the youngest girl was rapidly sinking into a state of coma. I 
jereeived that they were laboring under the influence of some 
ful narcotic, but what one of them I was unable to determine. 1 
the attendant, and was informed that she had made a tea of feunel 
md had drank ireely of it herself, and had given the children one 
> cups full. I immediately inspected the vessel containing the tea, 
I my great horror [ found that my patient had been poisoned with 
Dnium. Two of them were maniacs, and the other almost ex 
. What must be done? To think of giving cnetics would be 
' the question. Hence, I resolved that Opium should be their 
ir. I sat down and wrote two prescriptions, one for two oimoes 
ictnre opU, and the other for Morphia aiilpk-tis, gr. viii,, in two 
i Aqua. Ordered the mother and girl t< have one teaspoonfull 
half hour, and the jounger child was treated witli the solution 
aned above. The hypodermic sjringe was Oiilled into use every 
our, i injected beneath the skin twodrauhtns •■( the liquid. The 
recovered rapidly, but the mother and the nldest girl seamed to 
reatment. What must I do? I could not give them up to die I 
; this time it was daylight. I thought thac I would change the 
tre opii for Morphin. Acciirdingly I wrote fiir twelve grains of 
iia sulphatis, to be divided into four parts, one every two hours. 
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Ammonia, Arom. SpU., 1 iij. 
Sj/T. Zinyiberii, 3 ij. 
Iduct. fiat mut. 
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The ammonia seemed to give them more strength, but was far from 
quieting their ravings, and not until the second dose of Morphia was 
given, could I perceive any conti\u;tioii of the pupils. At twelve o'clock 
October 20th. the last di^^e of Morphia was given. Precisely at half 
past one the young lady fell off into a sleep ; the mother soon followed. 
1 ordered everything to be kept quiet. J called again at five in the eve- 
ning, but finding they were still asleep, did not disturb them. (?alled 
at nine; found them both sitting up in bed, but very weak. The young- 
est girl was drinking some tea, but not mfide from the seed of stramon- 
ium. The mother and the other girl both refused to eat. Soon went 
to sleep again ; rested quietly all night, and in a few days they were 
attending to to their labors ;is usual. 

in presenting this to your readers, 1 do not claim anything new, but 
there is one thing that 1 feel assured of: I have determined the truth of 
it^fmyself. — Chicago Medical Examiner, 
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ERGOT OF RYE IN NEURALGIA. 



Dr. Woakes, of London, r«ad ihe following article in the medical 
lecture at the British Medical Association last August, and it contains 
some valuable suggestions : 

" In the October number of the Journal of Cutaneous Medicine for 
1867, I published a paper on the Correlation of Neuralgia to Skin Rash, 
believing that the consideration of some of the typical forms of this as- 
sociation of symptoms, in which the phenomena are to a certain extent 
exposed to accurate observation, would tend to throw light on the more 
obscure, though more frequently occurring, forms of neuralgia. One 
inference arrived at was, that the rash, when present in neurotic dis- 
ease, can be accounted for only by a reference to the structural anatomy 
of the parts involved in the lesion ; while the uncertain fact of its oc- 
currence was inferred to depend upon the nature and intensity of the 
exciting cause of the attack. In other words, the rash was looked upon 
as complementary of the pain, but having the important distinction," 
that, being a tangible symptom, whose causation could be traced, it 
suggested a clue whereby to unravel its more obscure and more for- 
midable congener, the pain. 

In order to make these remarks tntelligible, 1 will, with your per 
mission, briefly recapitulate so much of the theory as is necessary to 
show the connection between it and the treatment now proposed, which 
results as a direct corollary from it. 
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E^rgot of Rye in Neuralgia. 

A comparison of the neuralgic and eruptive pher 
■when a nerve is woimded, wiili the corresponding ajmptimis ■ 
in purely idiopathic oases of nerve li'sion, sh<iwed so close sn 
mstion as to ptrinit of their being regarded, tiir all pi'actical | 
as idenlical. The Ihi'ory developed from this parallelism of 9; 
was this: — The results being similar in both the traumatic 
pathic classes, the causation in each group of ibkcs, though di 
respect of intensitj, operates through the same anatomical 
and induces the same physiological phenomena in both. 

In the traumatic instances, the symptoms were shown to 
festly due 10 the paralyzing influences of the injury or shock 
fibres of the sympathetic system of nerves accompanying th 
in their diatribulirm to the ikin and the sentient iiervet ; and ll 
ing eymptoms were found to he in accordance with the phyi 
sequence of such palsy. 

In the other instance, that of idiopathic nfuralgia associa 
skin-rash, of which shinglts may be taken as the type, the se 
ry of shock inducing palsy of the sympathetic fibres supplyit 
fected tissues was cited to explain the attendant phenomena- ' 
pathetic nerve-fibres accompanying, say, an intercostal artery 
■n the direction of tAt >Hn, on the minute divisions ot the ar 
plying its ultiojate structure. When these nerve-fibres are i 
from any cause, their function of regulating the calibre of th 
will be withdrawn. Passive congestion of these veseeli, ai 
quent effusion of liquor sanguinis, are the physiological com 
of this nerve-palsy. Tracing such an eflusion in a cuticulat 
there will be found, in the first place, a corresponding elevatii 
cutieie covering it, which gradually gains the char*i:ter of a tri 
as the effusion increases, until, in this manner, a spot of herb 
duoed. Following out the track of this anatomical clue, we a 
aa explanation of the pain — the neuralgia — so otlen associi 
shingles. The same artery which supplies the affected spot 
sends also nutrient vessels of the neighboring seniifnt nerv 
vasi nervorum are furnished with regulating sympathetic fibr. 
. uous with those proceeding to the cutaneous arr,Tial twigs. T 
nervorum will, therefori?, acknowledge the same impressions, a 
feet the same behavior under them, as do the minute vessels o' 
when under the influence of shock, as ju>t now descrihed. C<> 
ly, there will ensue, synchronously with the corr^ .spending 
nomena, a state of dilatation of the sevessels, and exudatinn fror 
watery elements between the fibrillte of the nerve ; and, beinb! 
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in this locality bj the fibrous sheath of the nerve, a mechanical stretch- 
ing and compression of its constituent sensory fibres ensue, resulting, 
as might][be expected, in the acute pain so characteristic of neuralgia. 

It will be impossible here to repeat the entire argument on which 
these conclusions are based, and I must content myself by referring any 
one interest'^d in the matter to the paper from which I have quoted. 
That shock of the kind alluded to is the proximate cause of shingles, i» 
borne out by many examples, but by none more strikingly than one 
which recently came to my knowledge. A single young woman, aged 
about 20, wore through one day, and at the cost of much suffering, a 
pair of stays considerably too small for her. In the course of three or 
four days, an attack of shingles supervened. Of course, it is not im- 
plied that the shock does in all cases assume the palpable form just 
mentioned ; draughts of cold air, and other more subtle influences, be- 
ing frequently the starting point in the disease. The application of 
this theory is, mutatis mutandis, coextensive with the wide range of 
neuralgic afFections ; and its soundness may be tested by its capability, 
in the first place, of suggesting an explanation of successful though 
purely empirical modes of treatment, and, in the 'second place, of origi- 
nating new and more precise methods of cure. 

In treating the pain remaining after a simple case of shingles, there- 
fore — and the remark applies to all uncomplicated forms of neuralgia — 
the chief irdi cation is to restore the tone of the vessels, withdrawn 
through the paralyzing influence of the shock on the nerves controlling 

em. In other words, we have to induce in the sympathetic fibres 
coneeined a return to their normal function of regulating the circulation 
through the small arteries and capillaries. This equilibrium being once 
restored, we may confidently expect the disappearance of the effused 
fluid from its disturbing situation amongst the fibrillse of the sentinent 
nerves. 

The drugs hitherto found useful in the simple forms of neuralgia, the 
pathology of which! have so inadequately attempted to indicate, may, 
I believe, have their modus operandi traced to their influence upon the 
sympathetic nerves, through the medium of which they restore the sus- 
pended tone of the remote arterial circulation. To the list of these, 
foremost amongst which is belladonna, I would now suggest that there 
be added the ergot of rye — basing the recommendation upon the expe- 
rience of the following cases. 

My attention was first drawn to this drug, as of probable use in ner- 
vo- therapeutics, from observing its power of controlling the haemor- 
rhage in a case of hemoptysis — showing that the range of its operation 
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on the vascular system is by no means limited to that part of it repre- 
sented by the uterine vessels. It seemed equally clear that its effect in 
this respect was mediated by ganglionic nerves ; and, therefore, that it 
was exactly adapted for exerting a remedial efleot over the pathologi- 
cal condition of neuralgia depicted in my theory. Examples might 
have been added where great benefit accrued from a combination of the 
ergot with other remedies adapted to the case ; but those only are re- 
ported where the drug was administered per se. 

Case I. Shingles, — ^M. M., a single female, aged 22, of sallow com- 
plexion. The catamenia had been absent six months. She had had 
headache six weeks ; and sharp pain in the right side of the chest one 
week, after which an herpetic rash appeared beneath the right breast, 
extending backwards on this side to the spine. At this time (February 
10th. 1868 ), there was also a sharp neuralgic pain (besides that below 
the breast) in the second right intercostal space. The bowels were con- 
fined. I ordered her an ounce of mistura alba three times a day. On 
February 12th. she was no better. The rash was extending on the 
same side. The pain was very severe under the right breast.i Her 
person exhaled a peculiar pungent odor. On February 15th, she was 
in about the same condition, and was ordered to take fifteen minims of 
liquid extract of ergot in an ounce of water every four hours. On Feb- 
ruary 17th. she stated that the pain was very much better since taking 
the medicine. She passed a great deal of urine. On February 19th. 
the pain in the side was worse. The ergot was increased to forty minims. 
On February 21st, she had been almost free from pain since the last 
date. She said her sight was very dim. The pupils were dilated. She 
was ordered to discontinue the ergot and take twenty minims of solution 
of sesquichloridc of iron in water three times a day. On February 24th, 
the catamenia returned. The odor was gone. She felt quite well, and 
had no pain. On February 29th, she experienced a slight relapse of 
pain, with great weakness. She was ordered to discontinue the steel, 
and to return to the erget, a very few twenty-minim doses of which 
completely cured her. 

Remarks, — ^This instructive case points throughout to some lesions 
of the nervous system, as the root of the malady. The pungent sweats 
are especially interesting, as they occur in some cases of wounded nerves, 
as pointed out in the report of cases of this kind from America. I 
believe the steel was prejudicial ; and infer that^ in many cases of simple 
suspended menstruation (chlorosis) in young females, ergot of rye is a 
preferable remedy. 

Case II. Sciatica. — E. L., aged 21 had pain in the left hip, shooting 

down the back of the leg in the course of the sciatic nerve, worse at 

2 
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night with thick high colored urine^ during four months. Thecatamenia 
were regular. This, being regarded as a case of rheumatic sciatica, was 
treated for a week with alkalies and iodide of potassium ; but as the 
pain became worse, she was given, on March 3d, 1868, ten minims of 
extract of ergot in an ounce of water every four hours*. On the 4th, 
she stated that she slept much better : and the pain was much relieved 
since the previous day. On the 7th, she had no return of pain since 
the 4th. She said she had not been so well for four months. Her re- 
maining debility was met by a combination of ten minims of liquor 
f^rri sesquichloridi and six minims of liquid extract of ergot, in water. 

Remarks. It will be observed that this patient was cured completely 
in four days of an illness which had caused her increasing annoyance 
during four months. The case illustrates also a point supported by 
subsequent experience ; viz., that, when ergot is likely to be useful, its 
good effects commence immediately. 

Case III. Tic Douloureux, — Emma B., aged 21, was attacked on 
April 27th, 1868, with very severe lie of the Jeft side of the face, affect- 
ing especially the inferior dental nerve, and extending downward to the 
shoulder. She had dyspepsia, but otherwise was healthy. She was 
ordered to take an ounce of the following every four hours. 

5 Potassae bicarbon., 3 iss. 

Infusi ergotse ,' ^- 1 vj. 

Extract ergot, liquid., f. 3 j- M 

On April 29th, the tic was almost gone. She complained now only 
of weakness. At her next visit, recovery was complete. 

Cas£ IV. Hemic rania. — John Gray, aged about 35, has been repeat- 
edly under treatment for that form of neuralgia known as brow-ague. 
His attacks have been cured alike by quinine and sesquioxide of iron. 
Sometimes they are very severe, and the treatment long continued. He 
was last seen in May 1868, when he had a very sharp attack of neu- 
ralgia of the right temple. He was ordered to take every four hours, 
an ounce of a mixture of two drachms of liquid extract of ergot in six 
ounces of infusion of ergot. After taking this for two or three days, 
he was cured more satisfactorily and quickly than in his former attacks. 

Case V. Tic Douloureux. — Miss E., aged 22, was seen on June 2d, 
1868. She had had tic in ihe lefl temple for two weeks, very severe at 
times. The tongue was foul, the secretions normal, and the general 
health good. A stomachic with soda and rhubarb was prescribed. On 
June 4th, the tongue was cleraner ; but the neuralgia was unrelieved. 
She was ordered to take every four hours, an ounce of a mixture con- 
taining two drachms and a half of liquid extract of ergot in eight ounces 
of infusion of ergot. Tlie neuralgia was relieved immediately after 
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commencing thh» treatment, and entirely left her after using it two or. 
tkree day-s. 

In one case of chronic, and one of acute sciatica, the ergot failed to 
relieve ; but it is hoped that the very favorable result which the ex- 
amples now repeated indicate to have accrued from its use may gain for 
the drug a more extended trial in neurotic affections ; and that^ shortly, 
sufficient data may be collected to enable one to decide with;Bome degree 
of precision the class of cases in which to expect from it the mariced 
benefit it is evidently capable of effecting in many forms of the disease. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medlca. 



Cardiac Dropsy. — By S. C. Martin, M. D., Port Gibson, Miss. 

I was called in haste, Aug. 3d, 1867, at night, to Mr. M , who 

was reported to be in a dying condition, When I ^tered his roomi 
found him sitting in his chair panting for breath, and covered with a 
cold clammy perspiration. His abdomen and legs were enormously 
distended with water, and his pulse about 120, was feeble, and apparent- 
ly sinking from oppressed respiration. The doors and windows were 
thrown open, and frequent doses of ammonia given to sustain the 
system while under the influence of an active hydragogue cathartic. 
Returned next morning, and found patient much easier. Cathartic had 
brought away large fcecal accumulations, and afterwards discharges of 
thin watery coBsistence. 1 now made a careful examination of patient, 
and concluded, from the venous engorgment and other physical signs, 
that the principal source of difficulty was tricupsid regurgitation fbom 
dilatation of orifice, but as there appeared to be unusual impediment in 
the pulmonary circulation, I was led to believe there was also derange- 
ment of the mitral valve, produced probably by the same cause. 
After ascertaining the history of the patient and his disease, was con- 
vineed that the dropsy originated in violent over-strained cardiac action, 
and that the first step in the progress of the afiection, caused, to a great 
extent, the succeeding steps, and that consequently, if the water could 
be drained off promptly without endangering the patient's safety, the 
constrained organs might rebound to their primitive condition, and re- 
accumulation be thereby prevented. I therefore, afler feeling my way 
or a few days, instituted the following treatment, which strange to say, 
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I never had occasion lo change during the continuance of the malady, 
except an occasional omission or diminution of the dose. The append- 
ed prescriptions were used at such hours, day and night, as not to in- 
terfere with the patient's rest, or conflict with each other, and I never 
found it necessary to suspend, for any length of time, even the elater- 
ium, which I have always found to be y&tj uncertain, and sometimes 
violent in other proporti<ms or combinations : 

9. Elaterii gr. i, 

Ext. colocynth ^ grs. xx, 

Ext. hyoscyami .grs. iv, 

M. ft. pill. No. iv. Take one every 12 or 24 hours. 

5. Decoct, ^enegse ^ 01, 

Syrup, simp •. | iss, 

Spts. juniper comp | i, 

Tinct. scillse 3 ill, 

Spts. setheris, nit 3 vi. 

M. S. 2 Tablespoonsful every feur hours. 

5t . Mass. pill, hydrarg 3 iss, 

Pulv. opii grs. viiss. 

" Soillae 3 ss 

M. ft. pill, no xxx. S. Take one three times a day. 

]5 . Ammonia carb 3 i. 

Divide into chart No. xii. S. Take one every six hours. 

Six weeks after this treatment was insituted, I found my patient's 
abdominal measurement to have fallen from forty -nine to thirty-five 
inches, and his legs were more like pipe stems than anything else. 

During this active medication I kept his apartments well ventilated 
and himself well nourished, dosing him as often with soups, soft-boiled 
eggs, and oysters, etc., as with physio, adopting the quantity and quality 
of food to his taste, and digestive abilities. 

He often complained of my tyranny, but never faltered in his sub- 
mission to my requirements. In three mottths I thought it would be 
safe to commence tapering my doses, which in six months were entirely 
stopped, and patient put on his good behavior, and on good nourishment. 

It is now six months since he took the last dose of medicine, and he 
presents no trace of disease. The action of the heart seems to be 
normal, and his respiration good. He is now walking the streets, and 
engaged in his ordinary business affairs. 

I attribute his recovery to a good constitution, anid the combination 
of remedies. The elaterium and ammonia, I think, were the most im- 
portant medicinal agents, but in any other combination I do not think 
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they would have produced the same effect. Of course it is not everj 
ease that wiould bear such heroic treatment, but I think when dropsy 
does not depend upon some irremediable change of structure^ this 
treatment, modified according to the requirements of each particular 
ease, will rarely disappoint reasonable expectations. 

I have pursued this treatment in other cases with almost like success, 
and it is on that account I confidently recommend it to the profession. 
— New Orleans Journal of Mediciue, 

Treatmsht of Chronic Dysbntert akd Diarrhosa. — By £. S. Fra- 
zer M. D., St. Louis. ■ • 

Dr. Frazer's method of treating chronic dysentery is well worth the 
space we afford it. 

I commence the treatment by giving two large tablespoonfiils of the 
decoction of simabruba every four hours and one large tablespoonful of 
Hope's mixture between each dose of the simaruba, or, in other words 
1 give the two preparations named above in the doses named every two 
hours — taking the same medicine only every four hours. During the 
administration of these remedies, and for some weeks after their discon- 
tinuance, I give an infusion of frostwort — a medium sized wineglassful 
of the tea every two or three hours. I prepare the tea by adding one 
quart of boiling water to one ounce of the frostwort. 

I persevere in the above treatment until the bowels are correctedj 
when, if the patient be ansemic, as usually happens in such cases, I give 
in connection with the frostwort tea, the syr. proto. nitrate of iron 
twenty drops three or four times a day for two or three weeks. 

During the progress of the case the patient should be restricted to a 
milk diet ; indeed, in the more aggravated eases, I do not permit them 
to use any other diet whatever, not even a crumb of bread. I deem it 
of the utmost importance that the bowels remain perfectly at rest. 

Below I give the recipes as prepared for me by Mr. Eugene S. Mas- 
sot, druggist at corner of Spruce and Fourth streets. I consider it of 
the greatest importance, in the treatment of the above diseases, that 
the mediciaes should be fresh and pure and prepared with the greatest 
care and circumspection. 

The following is my formulae for making the Compound Infusion of 
Simaruba : 

5 . Simaruba Bark (bruised) .^ 3 vj 

Boiling water, q. s. to make | 12 of the infusion ; 

strain and add Holland Gin, | iv 

Loaf Sugar, | ij 

Bottle for use. 
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I also append the following account of the celebrated Hope's nitrous 
acid mixture, taken from the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, 
January, 1824, entitled : ** Observations on the powerful effects of a mix- 
ture containing Nitrous Acid and Opium in curing Dysentery, Cholera 
and Diarrhoea, by Thomas Hope, Esq,, Surgeon, Chatham :" More than 
^ years ago, when attending a case of dysentery, in which the usual 
remedies had been prescribed in vain, the patient determined on his own 
accord to take a medicine I had sent for his nurse, who was worfi out 
with attention to her charge, and complained of excessive thirst. It oc- 
cured to ine to give an acid to alleviate her complaint, and in order to 
obviate any unpleasant effects to join opium with it I accordingly sent 
the folloVing : 

- 5 • Acid Nitrosi 3 ii 

Ext. Opii, grs.ij 

Aqua, 3 ij 

Cap. Cochl minus ter quarterve in die. M 

And the patient with dysentery having taken some of this medicine 
tho effect pr6duced was so great that it no less surprised him, who by 
:a continuance of it recovered, than it did myself. 

The form of the medicine, as 1 used it in all the cates referred to, is 
as follows : 

5. Acid Nitrosi, 3 i 

Mist. Camphor, § viiij 

Misce et adde 
Tinct. Opii, gtt xl 

Sig ; One-fourth part to be taken every three or four hours. 

In chronic dysentery the dose of two ounces, three times a day is 
quite sufficient. The remedy is grateful to the taste, abates thirst, 
soon removes tht intensity of pain, and procures, in general a speedy 
and permanent relicrf. No previous preparation is required for taking 
it, nor any other care whilst taking it, except the keeping of the hands 
and feet warm, preserving the body as muth as possible from exposure 
to extreme oold or currents of air, and making use of warm barley- 
water or thin gruel and a diet of sago or tapioca. It is necessary to 
mention that the remedy, the good effects of which I now detail, is 
nitrous acid, with opium — not nitric acid, with opium. I have not 
found nitric acid« with opium, to produce any good effect ; for having 
expended my nitrous acid, I seBt to a chemist for a fresh supply, who, 
by mistake, sent me nitric acid, which I used merely by way of trial, 
but I found it not in any whj beneficial to my patients. 
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In oonclusion, \ can say to nay pi ofessional brethren, that no trtatment 
by me or under my observation, approximates the success of this in all 
the purely chronio caees of dysentery and diarrhcjoa. — *SV. Louis Medical 
Reporter. — New Orleans Journal •/ Medicine. 

On Syrlp of Tar. — }5y J. B. Moore. Tar is a very popular do- 
mestic remedy, and is aUo. very highly esteemed by many medical 
practitioners in the treatment of the various chronic, puinioiuiry and 
bronchial affections so prevalent during the damp, cold and changeable 
weather of the winter and spring seasons in our climate, it is also 
very useful as a diuretic in certain diseases of the kidney s and bladder. 
All of the published formulas for \hv. manufacture of the syrup of 
tar yield preparations entirely too feeble in the properties .»f tar to 
possess much medicinal activity or value ; and as the season is appr< ach- 
ing when remedies of this class will be in demand, I thought it w-uld 
not be amiss to offer to the profession a formula which, if carefully and 
skillfully manipulated, will afford an exoellent and efficient s)'rup. The 
following formula I have era[do)ed. wnh but slight variation, f^^r the 
last ten or twelve years : 

5 . Tar (strained) 3 j (troy.) 

Pulv. sugar (refined) | xij " 

Magnesia carb. (rubbed to powder on a sieve) 3 iij " 

Alcohol, f 5 ij *' 

Water, quantity sufficient. 
Mix the alcohol with six fluidounces of water, rub the tar, in a mortar, 
of sufficient capacity, with one troy ounce of the sugar, and then v'ith 
the carbonate of magnesia gradually added until the whole is reduced 
to a uniform pulverulent mixture. To this gradually add, uth con- 
stant trituration, which should be continued for fifteen or twenty minutes, 
four fluid ounces of the mixture of alcohol and water, then strain with 
strong expression. Return the residue to the mortar and again triturate, 
first with one troy ounce of the sugar, and then with the remaining four 
fluidounces of the mixture of alcohol and water, gradually added as 
before; finally strain and strongly express, and then reduce the dregs, 
by trituration, to a smooth and uniform condition, and pack firmly in a 
glass funnel prepared for percolation and adjusted to the neck of a 
graduated bottle containing the remainder of the 8Ugar, and pour upon 
this the expresfsed liquid, and when it has all disappeared from the 
surface, continue the peroplation with water until the whole measures 
one pint. Agitate occasionally until the sugar is dissolved, and strain 
if necessary. Dose from a dessert-to a tablespoontul. 
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The cost of the materials to make one pint of this syrup is about 
thirty cents. 

The strained tar, such as is usually sold in gallon cans, answers well 
for this purpose, but when it is not at hand the crude tar may be dis- 
solved in tf small quantity of ether and strained, and the ether allowed 
to evaporate spontaneously. 

This syrup may be made without the use of alcohol, if desired, by 
substituting water for the latter and increasing the amount of sugar to 
about fifteen troy ounces ; but the amount of alcohol in the preparation 
being so small that it is not therapeutically objectionable, while it great- 
ly assists in exhausting the tar of its medicinal virtues. — Philadelphiay 
October, 1868. — American Journal of Pharmacy, 



Treatment of Diarrhcea. — In the few lines I may write, I have no 
idea of going into the subject abstrusely-giving the treatment according, 
to the books — or my friend's Dr, So and So'*s method. Nor am I pro- 
posing to divide, bisect, subdivide, and resubdivide the diffuse theme, 
"diarrhoea." My intention is simply and in as few words as possible, 
to detail my own experience the past summer, and from that experience 
perhaps I may set forth something which may be practical, and in so far 
practical — beneficial. 

I will premise by saying that I did not have a single case of diarrhoea, 
or any disease of a kindred nature, until the 10th of July ; but then they 
came upon me like the sweep of an avalanche — myself one of the first 
victims upon whom I could experiment. 

I am well aware that in treating diarrhoea or anything else, we must 
Jlrst look to the cause. However, cause or not, my treatment has not 
been entirely governed by any one set of circumstances. I have con- 
sidered diarrhoea as peculiar to the summer season, and in searching 
further, any one interested cannot fail to find ample causes why. How- 
ever, revenons a nos moutons. 

My treatment for the^r*^ cases I had in the beginning of the diarrhoea 
season was in a nutshell (all things indicating it), to wit : calomel and 
opium in decided doses, seidlitz powder, Rochelle salt, or castor oil nine 
hours after commencement of exhibition of above. After two good 
stools, showing action of the mercury, I would gradually check the 
bowels with vegetable astringents, mustard or spice poultices to belly 
and stomach, ice in small quantities. 

That was the treatment I first instituted, and it was successful. But 
here lately, I fancied I saw deleterious effects from the use of calomel. 
My parents seemed suddenly to grow weak under its employment. I 
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discontinued it at once, and without using the mercurial or the saline and 

anodyne treatment, I wenta^ once to the astringents — ^vegetable. I have 

had some verj bad cases of diarrhoea since I commenced this perhaps 

heretical plan of treatment, and thus far I have not failed to obtain the 

most satisfactory results. I have had some cases simulating cholerine 

in their severity, and the plain astringent (and stimulating sometimes) 

treatment has been employed with fine success. My plan is to-wit : 

The first thing, give three drachms to four of the following mixture : 

5 Tinct. opii camph., 
Tinct. camph., 
Tinct. zingib., 
Tinct. kramerise, 
Tinct. lav. comp., aaf. |j. M. 

In an hour after, give every two hours, half teaspoonful doses of the 
above for some six or eight times. The bowels invariably are prompt- 
ly checked. One day after the diarrhoea has ceased, open the bowels 
with ol. olivse or the castor oil mixture. This practice may noc be or- 
thodox, but the stools are healthy, and remain so ; and orthodox or not, 
it is successful. — Wm, Mason Turner, in the Medical Reporter, — Leaven^ 
worth Medical Herald. 



Digitalis, its Use in Suppression of Urine. — By James T. Newman^ 
M. D. Was called, November 5th, 1868, to see a patient, who stated to 
me that he had been unable to pass his urine for two days. Vomiting and 
nausea had set in, with great pain in the lumbar regions. Also, severe 
headache, with a quick bounding pulse. Here evidently was a case of 
retention or suppression. I passed the catheter, in order to determine 
what was the matter ; its introduction wad not followed by the least 
particle of urine, then I knew that I had a case of suppression. Or- 
dered him to have 

5 Hydrargyri Chloridi, gr. xij. 

Pill Gamfiogias, Comp. 

Ext, Colocynth, aa gr. xv, 

Syr, Zingiberis, q. s. 
Misce fiant piluke, No. x. 

Sig. one every three hours, at the expiration of three hours to have 
a bottle Citrate of Magnesia. 

Visited him in the evening, found his bowels had been moved, but no 
urine. He was in great pain, and sinking rapidly. 1 ordered him to 
have a Turpentine bath ; that is, to saturate a piece of flannel with 
Spirits of Turpentine, and apply to both sides of the spine. Take an 
iron, moderately warm, and bath the parts until the flannel in dry. 
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Ordered him to have 

R Potassa Bitartratis, 
Acidi Boracici, aa 3 ij. 
Aqua pura, 3 xij. 

Misce. ^Sig. wine-glassful every hour. Left him iur the n»ght. 

November Oth, found him no better than when first seen. No urine 
yet. My attentioa had been called to an article on the game subject, in 
Braithwaite, page 172, No. LVll., which spoke very highly of Digitalis, 
To tell the truth, when I commenced the practice of medicine, through 
a blunder of mine, I became prejudiced against Digitalis, 1 had de-' 
termined in my mind never to use it. Here was the life of man in the 
way of my early ignorant convictions. 1 decided to give it a trial, 
ordered Tr Digitalis | ij., and a poultice of warm linseed meal, to be 
applied to the lower part of the abdomen. This was done at 8 o'clock 
in the morning; called to see him at three the same day, and found the 
urine flowing freely. Result, he made a rapid recovery. 

Case 2nd, — November 20th, 1868, was called to see a gentleman 
similarly affected ; no time was lost, gave him a brisk cathartic, and 
applied the Digitalis in the same manner as in first case; in six hours 
he made water with perfect ease. In presenting these facts to your 
many readers, it will be seen that 1 claim nothing new, but 1 do think 
that the drug deserves a trial. — Chicago Med, Journal. 

SuB-NiTRATE OF BiSMUTii, IN Uterine Diseases. — By Chas. C. Shoy- 
er, M. D., Leavenworth. I can find no mention made, in the works on 
diseases of females, of the employment of bismuth in the treatment of 
leucorrheal discharges and ulcerations of the vaginal portion of the 
uterus ; and yet it is the safest and best local application that I ever 
tried. I order the vagina to be well syringed with quite warm water, 
and then introducing a suitable speculum, (and here permit me to say 
that we should never make use of a speculum large enough to give 
much pain), I wipe the parts dry with raw cotton, and apply the bismuth 
freely, all over the ulcerations and crevix, and if the vagina is very red 
and sensitive, to it also. I repeat this once in forty -eight hours, and 
only syringe the vagina after an interval of twenty-four hours. The 
leucorrhcea usually yields after two applications, and the ulceration 
does not require more than four. 

In some cases I have applied argent, nitras the first time and a^bse* 
quently, tlie bismutli, though it is rare for cases to resist the bismuth 
alone. My first case was an old lady of fifty four, who had been unddr 
treatment with other physicians for a year, and every kind of caustio 
and aatrihgent had been applied, including cotton wet with glycerine 
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^aiid tannin, and glycerine. On examination I found the worst case of 
ulceration that I ever saw in private practice ; accompanied by a profuse 
leucorrhoeal discharge of a greenish yellow pus, mixed with albuminous 
mucus irom the cervical canal ; there w^as great constitutional disturb- 
ance, dysuria and rectal tenesmus : it required only four applications to 
cure the ulceration and leucorrhoea, and an opium sup})0^itory, in the 
rectum, cured the dysuria, tenesmus and constitutional disturbance. 

A case of threatened miscarriage at four months, with hemorrhage, 
from the vagina, was examined with the speculum and revealed an ulcer- 
ated OS with albuminous mucus, issuing from the lips and bleeding at 
the slightest touch; a few appUca-tious of bismuth, and quiei, cured the 
leucorrhoea and ulceration, and quieted all apprehension as to mis- 
carriage, by removing the evident cause of the hemorrhage. 1 might 
instance more cases, but these will serve to show how useful the remedy 
really is, and it can not require much argument to prove its superiority 
over caustics and irritating astringents. Perhaps the tannate of bismuth 
and sub carbonate may be found of even more efficacy. — Leavenworth 
Medical Herald, — Galveston Medical Jovrnal. 

Bromide of Potassium in tub Nursery. — Scarcely any modern 
remedy has enjoyed such favor among practitioners, and been the s,ub- 
ject of such extensive research, as bromide of potassium. Its effectis 
have been vaunted in a considerable number of maladies where it is 
necessary to exert a sedative action upon the nervous system — for in- 
stance, epilepsy, croup, headache, etc. M. Moutard Martin, a nosocor 
mial physician of Paris, now informs us that it has proved a most use- 
ful remedy in his hands for combating certain infantile diseases, and has 
been of especial service in producing a condition of tranquillity in chil- 
dren who are much agitated by disease, and in procuring rest to infants 
who are deprived of sleep. The suffering which some children under- 
go from want of sleep, even when not otherwise ill, and the distress to 
which they put their nurses or parents, are so great, that any remedy 
having, like the one in question, the property of including needful re- 
pose must be most welcome both to practitioners and parents. M. 
Moutard-Martin states that when every other remedy — such as the 
warm bath, orange-flower water, and the infusion of cherry — has failed 
in such cases, the bromide of potassium has given the most remarkable 
results. There are also other cases in which its employment is very 
valuable in infantile therapeutics. The nervous erythism which attends 
dentition, and which manifests itself by a condition of excitement, cough, 
and sleeplessness, is often abated by the employment of the medica* 
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meiit ; and M. Moutard-Martin is confident that its timely and proper 
use may even ward off attacks of convulsions. In many cases its action 
18 very prompt and decisive. It should be administered to very young 
children in weak doses of from five to twenty centigrammes, and should 
be withheld in cases of diarrhoea. — Lancet, — The Chemist and Druggist. 



New Treatment of Acute Rheumatism. — At St. Mary's we have 
noted of late several patients recovering from acute rheumatism, and 
learned something of the plan which has been adopted by Dr. Sibson 
during the last year in all cases without exception. It may be described 
as embracing three points, 1. Removal of pressure and tension of 
joints. 2. An even and warm temperature. 3. Removal or relief of 
pain. To accomplish the first of these ends, the patient lies in bed, 
and his joints are muffled in cotton wool and flannel, a cradle being 
placed where the weight of the bed clothes is painful. For the second, 
the patient wears a flannel dressing gown, and the blankets touch the 
skin of the lower extremities, sheets being placed only over the upper 
part of the bed. For the third, the linimentum belladonnse (5» Ext. 
BelladonnsD § j, Linim. Saponis f. § viij. Ed.) is applied to painful 
j oints, and covered over with wadding. Occasionally, where the pain 
is very excessive, from an eighth to a quarter of a grain of morphia is 
injected subcutaneously. For the rest he has now and then found it 
useful to apply a leech or two to a swollen joint or to the cardiac 
region. In cases where there appears to be a gouty complication, Dr. 
Sibson employs a little iodide of potassium ; but apart from this he does 
not give any potash to his patients. He tells us in answer to an inquiry, 
that he finds the urine rarely containing acid afl«r the first few days of 
treatment. As regards food, his experience and practice are not a little 
interesting. The patient is allowed from the first, roast meat, rice 
pudding, and porter. We ascertained, moreover, from inquiry of the 
nurses, that his diet was not only ordered by the Doctor, but was con- 
sumed by the patient, with very rare exceptions. Some patients to 
whom we spoke confirmed this statement ; and added, also, strong test- 
imony to the immense relief derived from the application of belladonna 
in the way described. The nurses said that the patient generally slept 
well at night. — Lancet, — Medical Record, 



Peroxide of Hydrogen in Diabetes. — Dr. Bayfield writes to the 
Lancet as follows : 

A gentleman, aged forty-six, engaged in commerce, of steady habits, 
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and a moderate liver, suffered from diabetes for a year and a half, and 
bad been the whole time under the treatment of some of the best practi- 
tioners in London, and having received no benefit, lost faith and patience, 
and applied to me. After hearing his statement, and prescriptions, I 
felt I could not give even feeble hopes of benefit. But it occurred to 
Tne that Dr. Day, of Geelong, published in your journal some time 
:i}ince the successful treatment of a case under unfavorable circumstances, 
by the use of ethereal essence of the peroxide of hydrogen in drachm 
doses, three times a day. I was determined to try the remedy upon 
my patient- 1 began with half-drachm doses, and gradually increased 
to the drachm, in distilled water. I also materially relaxed the rigid- 
ness of his diet, and discontinued much that was disagreeable and ob- 
jectionable, to one more consonant with his taste and appetite. I have 
much pleasure in announcing that after about ten weeks' steady perse- 
verance, with occasional fluctuations, he quite recovered, and has kept 
well for several weeks. He is now in the country for the benefit of 
change of air, aitd is gaining both strength and flesh. — Medical Record, 



loDtKE AWD AcoHiTE IN PERIODONTITIS. — ^The best remedy, and the 
one that works the most conveniently, for periodontitis, I have ever 
used (and I have tried nearly everything recommended) is a mixture of 
equal parts of officinal tincture of iodine and tincture of aconite root, 
applied to the gum around the roots of the tooth with a camel's hair 
brush, or a portion of cotton wound on the end of a stick of orange 
wood. I have been using it about a year, and, to my knowledge, it has 
never failed to relieve the patient. I apply it, in the early stages of 
inflammation, once in twenty-four hours ; in very severe cases, twice. 
In my office practice, and in the infirmary, I have opportunity «f ob- 
serving its workings to quite an extent. There are advantages in its 
use over other remedies, which you will readily observe on trying it, 
— ^Prof. Frank Abbott, in Dental Cosmos, — Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, 



Colliquative Sweats. — Dr. J. D. Upshur reports the following : A 
jstout, healthy mulatto woman aborted at the 6th month. The labor 
was an easy one, and she had a good getting-up. There was no dis- 
charge of any kind until the third day ; when she began to sweat pro- 
fusely. This continued some days, when the aromatic sulphuric acid 
was prescribed. In 36 hours the. sweating ceased and the lochia appear 
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ed. The acid was then stopped, the Jochial discharge was suspended, 
and the sweating reappeared. The a<!id was again given with the same 
result. At the t>tid of the third week the sweating ceased entirely, the 
lochia having never returned. The sweat was quite offensive, and had 
somewhat the odor of lochial discharge, and did not seem to exhaust the 
patient at all. There was a large secretion of milk, and at the end of 
three wet-ks she was well and able to work. — Richmond and Louisville 
Med, Jovrnal. — Medical Record. 

Sulphurous Acid ik the Treatment of Pyrosis is strongly re- 
commended by Dr. Lawson. In every instance, he asserts, in tohich it 
has been employed, it has, in a very short time, completely arrested the 
water-brash secretion. It checks the excessive secretion, stops the 
vomiting, and lessens the epigastric dragging pain so often complained 
of. Dr. L. considers, provisionally, that its good effects are due to the 
production of ozone and the destruction of vegetable germs. The doses 
of the acid (B. P.) vary from mxxx to 3 j three times a day, shortly 
before meals. Bitter infusions may be employed as a vehicle, but plain 
distilled water is best. — Tlie Practitioner, 

Hemorrhage AFTER Extraction of Teeth. — A correspondent of the 
Lancet writes : — " Troublesome hemorrhage sometimes will follow the 
extraction of a tooth. A case of this kind occurred a short time ago, 
in which bleeding continued for six or seven hours, until it was stopped 
by the following treatment, the effect of w^hich is immediate and per- 
manent, and gives no pain. 1 have treated five cases in the same manner ; 
— Soften a bit of white wax, and mould it into a conica-l shape, about an 
inch long, and press it into the cavity, at first lightly, and then very 
firmly, so as to fill it. Cover this with a thick pad of lint, to retain it 
in its place, and bind the jaws together for a few hours with some kind 
of bandage." — Med. and Surg. Reporter. — Chicago Medical Examiner. 

Phthisis Pulmonalis. — A corespondent of the Medical and Surgical 
Reporter recommends the following : 

IJ . Tinct. cimjcifugse, f« 1 "^ 

Olei Fusel f. 3 j. 

Spts. Frumcnt f § xv 

Sig. Dose f. 3 ss. thrice daily. 

In addition, a perforated (or " porou9,'*) pitch plaster has been worn, 
and the patient, at his own instance, uses tar confections ad libittim. 
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• Belladonna as an Anti oalaotic. — Dr. D. W. Storment, of Topeka, 
Kansas, says that a solutioR of extract of belladonna in a fiuidounce of 
water applied over ihe breast with a brush will stop the secretion of 
milk, and that its application to one breast will suspend its secretory 
action without affecting the other, and hence recommends it in mammary 
aboess. — Medical Hecord. — Af/terican Journal of Pharmacy. 

Cannabis Indica in Sesilk Catarrh. — Dr. J. Curran Waring writes 
to us to say that he has found cannabis an invaluable remedy in catarrh- 
us senilis. He administers it in ten- minim doses gradually increased. 
Its effects, he sa} s, must be seen to be thoroughly realized. He believes 
that as an anodyne it is immensely superior to a«y other drug.-^o»ton 
Med. and Surg. Journal. 

New Treatment or i detention of I rine — G. W. Simpson, M. D., 
of Morning Sun, Ohio {M$d. and Siirg. Reporter) mentions a case of 
retention of urine in which ergot was u^ed. Fifteen grains in powder 
were administered three times daily. On the second day from the 
commencement of this treatment the retention disappeared. There has 
been no return of the trouble since. — Med. Record. 
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MOSES COUSINS, M. D. 



Died, Nov. 'iOth, 1868, at his residence in the city of Albia, Iowa, of 
tubercular consumption, Mosbs Cousir^s, M. D., aged 41 years, 10 
months and 17 days. 

The deceased graduated in medicine in the Medical College at Cieve- 
land, Ohio, in the year 1850, by a unanimous vote ol the faculty. 
Then coming West, he located in the town of Albia, where he soon 
gained an honorable reputation as physician and surgeon. 

Possessing great intellectual ability, with energy and perseverance, 
he was thorough in study, accurate in judgment and correct in practice. 
He labored much for the elevation of the standard of medicine and 
surgery, and after several years of succesi^ul practice, in order to per- 
fect his knowledge and promote his usefulness, he attended another full 
course of lectures in the Jefferson Medical College at Philadelphia. In 
the autumn of 186S, he was appointed to the very responsible position 
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of First Surgeon of the 86th Regt. of Iowa Vol. Infi;., in which capacity 
he acted with such ability, that before the brief period of ten months 
had rolled away, he was promoted to Brigade Surgeon. But his rap- 
idly decliniug health compelled him to resign, and retire from the ser- 
vice. In his profession he had the confidence and esteem of those wha 
knew him. He was a lover of natural science. Botany was a favorite 
study with him ; he delighted in the examination and cultivation of 
plants, fruit and omameatal trees, vines, etc., in which he engaged to 
some extent, after his return from the army, for the benefit of hi&r 
health. 

He was generous and kind, always ready to contribute of his skill 
and means for the benefit of the afHicted and poor. The loss of him is^ 
therefore, felt and mourned by a large circle of friends. He lefl a wife 
and three children, father, mother, brother and sifiters. May God 
comfort them in their bereavement, and enable them to believe that 
the terrible darkness that follows, the death of such a husband and 
father, son and brother, is diminished by the bright halo of light reflect- 
ed from a name to be remembered, and deeds to be copied. May 
their bitter sorrows be soothed by the tender consolation that he had 
faith in God, and a hope of immortality. D. R. B — , M. D. 



PURE COD LIVER OIL. 



^ The use of this remedy in the treatment especially of pulmonary af- 
fections and scrofulous conditions, has attracted largely the attention of 
the medical profession, and its application has proved so successful in 
many instances, as to give it a wide popularity. 

Messrs. Hegeman & Co. were the earliest, we believe, to introduce 
a pure and reliable article to the profession, and have ever since main- 
tained a high reputation for supplying pure oil, carefully prepared from 
fresh livers, and they are entitled to the confidence of all who use this 
remedy. 



INDEX TO VOLUME VII, 1868. 



The Index to Vol. VII, 1868, will be forwarded with the February 
number. 



Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their Names, Town^ 
County and State, We are frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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^ommimifatiotis. 

O-ERANIUM MACULATUM. 

{Geranium.) 

BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 

ATURAL Order. — Geraniacea. 

I the artificiiJ claaaificatio", this plant belongs to class Mon- 

ohia, and order Decandna. 

his plant is known by various popular namss in different lo- 

ies, such as cranesbill, spotted geranium, crow-foot, wild ger- 

m and alum-root 

'Has genus formerly includ*d an extensve iJEunily of planta, 

y of which hare been excludtd, for very obvious reasons, that 

Dumber of stamens (as they, and not the styles determine the 
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order in this class), deoar them from claiming a very close affinity. 
The genus Erodium, and the Pelargoniun were formerly grouped in 
the genus Geranium. The Erodium, having but five stamens, will 
be found in order Pentandria. Those exotics, popularly known by 
the names of stork-bill geranium, and musk geranium belong to 
the genus Erodium. The group, forming the genus Pelargonium, 
having seven stamens, will be found in order Heptandria. This 
genus is composed of exotics, which are admired for their beauty 
and fragrance, and cultivated as house or garden plants. We find 
in the genus Pelargonium, the mourning geranium, the carrot 
geranium, the sweet-scented geranium, the horse-shoe geranium, 
the scarlet geranium, the lemon or maple-leaf geranium, the rose- 
scented geranium, the oak-leaf geranium, and the sweet rose 
geranium. 

Generic Character of the Gerajsium Maculatum. — Cay- 
lix 5 sepalled: coral 5 pettalled, regular: nectariferous glands 5, 
adhering to the base of the 5 alternating long filaments ; carpels 5, 
one-seeded, awned, beaked at the elongated top of the receptivcle ; 
awn naked or smooth within, strait. 

Specific Chara^'ter. — Stem erect: pubescence reversed: stem 
dichotomons : leaves opposite, 3 or 5 parted, gashed ; upper ones 
sessile ; peduncles 2 flowcied ; petals obovate of a light purple color : 
stamens ten erect or curving outward the alternate ones a little 
longer, with nectariferous glands at the base ; style straight as long 
as the stamens; stigmas five at first erect, afterwards recurved: 
root perennial, thick, rough and knobby. 

Habitat. — It is indigenous in all parts of the United States. 
It grows in open woods, hedges and meadows, flowering in May 

and June. 

Medical Properties and Action. — Astringent, and styptic, 
to which some have added an anti-septic. This plant has long 
been used in domestic practice for its astringent property. 

History. — It is said to have been used by the aborigines as a 
medicine. It was regarded by them as a specific in veneral affec- 
tions. 

Eberle, as quoted by Dr. Stills pronounces it the most agteeable 
astringent that we possess, on account of its not being associated 
with bitterness or any other unpleasant taste. It has been repeat- 
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edly employed in medicine by various physicians in this couatry. 

Dr. Bigelow says that he has found it useful in a number of casfes 
where astringents were capable of rendering service. Dr. Thatcher, 
and also the late Dr. Mease were partial to the use of this agent, in 
certain morbid affections. Dr. Lee speaks of cranesbill, in the 
Mat. Med. v. 1, p. 197, as one of our most useful indigenous as- 
tringents. Dr. Bigelow remarks, that it is particularly suited to 
the treatment of such discharges as continue from debility after 
the removal of their exciting causes. 

A' concentrated article is prepared from the root, denominated 

geranin, which is extensively used by soiae practitioners. 

Dr. Coe says; — "Geranin is justly considered one ot the most 
valuable of the vegetable astringents. In its action, it differs some- 
what from astringents generally, in promoting, instead of suppres- 
sing the secretive power of the mucous surfaces, and leaving them 
moist and invigorated in their functions." The root is the officinal 
part, and should be collected late in the autumn. It yields its 
virtues to water or alcohol. 

Therapeutic Uses. — Dysentery. — After the bowels have 
been properly moved by a mild cathartic the geranium will be found 
a valuable agent A disease, so complicated as dysentery cannot be 
treated successfully with one or two classes of remedies. The early 
stages of this malady are frequently benefited by the use of mild ca- 
thartics, among which small doses of calomel should not be neglect- 
ed. Opium, Hyoscyamus and other narcotics will claim attention. 
Gelseminum is highly extolled by many, in all stages of this com- 
plaint In the advanced stages, astringents will often be found of 
much service, and no objection can be made, to a fi'ee use of the 
geranium. It is well adapted to the treatment of children, being 
rather pleasant to the taste. Dr. King aUudes to the use of cranes- 
bill in the second stage of this disease. The same author mentions 
geranin, its active principle, as a powerful astringent, and remarks, 
that it may be employed in all instances in which this class of rem- 
edies is indicated. In relation to geranin, he observes, that it has 
been found a siiperior article, both in the first and second stages' of 
dysentery. 
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Dr. Ooe considers geranin one of the most valuable of the veg- 
etable astringents ; and says, this remedy has been largely employ- 
ed in the treatment of dysentery, and with more general success 
than any other astringent He continues ; ^' Its use is admissible 
in all the different stages, although success will be more certain if 
the bowels are first relieved of their morbid contents, and the 
functions of the liver corrected by the use of podophyUin, lep- 
tandrin, etc. The medium dose of the geranin is three graina The 
dose may be repeated every hour, or once in two, four or six hours 
according to the urgency of the symptoms. When the discharges 
from the bowels are profase, the skin hot, dry and constricted, and 
the tongue and fauces red, parched and inflamed, the geranin will 
answer an admirable purpose in combination with asclepin. 

51. Geranin 3j 

Asclepin .... xgi-s. 

Mix and divide into ten powders. One of these may be admin- 
istered every hours. In a short time after commencing the use of 
the medicine the mucous surfaces will resume their secretive action 
and become moist, and a gentle moisture appear upon the skin, 
while the dejections from the bowels will become less frequent and 
more healthy in appearance The dose we have named will not be 
sufficient in some cases, and must be increased to the production of 
the desired effect In all forms of bowel complain! attended with 
spasmodic pains, and when astringents are indicated, the geranin is 
advantageously combined with caulophyllin - - 3j. 

Mix, and divide into ten powders. Dose, one to be repeated 
every hour or two, as may be necessary. This combination will be 
found excellent for relieving the griping pains so common in these 
complaints. In diarrhoea and dysentery of a bilious character, a 
more suitable and efficient combination may be effected with the 
Dioscorein. 

9. Geranin . . - . gj. 

Dioscorein - . . . grs. x. 

Mix and divide into ten powders. Dose same as abova This 
prescription is peculiarly usefiil in cholera morbus and cholera in- 
j&mtum. In the sinking stages of dysentery and similar affections, 
the geranin should be combined with stimulants and tonica The 
following we have employed quite extensively, and with excellent 
results. 
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5. Geranin, Xanthoxylin - - aa 3j. 

Mix, and divide into ten powders. Exhibit as above directed. 
This is excellent in the advanced stages of cholera infantunL 
When tonics are indicated Comin, Gerasein, and Fraserin will be 
found reliable. 

In the advanced stages of all diarrheal complaints and in all cases 
where there is a tendency to patrescency of the fluids, the Greranin, 
when indicated should invariably be combined with baptisin. 
$1. Gerauin .... 3ss. 

Baptisin .... grg. xv. 

Mix, and divide into fifteen powders. Give one every two houra 
In some cases, it will be necessary to double the quantity of the 
Geranin. No remedy with which we are acquainted is more to be 
relied upon for correcting the putrefactive tendency than this. In 
typhoid and other fevers, inflammation of the bowels, eta, this 
combination will be found exceedingly nsefiiL" These combinations 
with geranin, as above stated, are worthy of trial in such cases. In 
order to settle the question of merit in any agent or prescription, 
before the verdict is rendered, we m\ist collect all important ev- 
idence, relating to the use and effects of such agent or prescriptioa 
It is only by close and repeated observation, and experience that 
such questions can be settled. There is abundant evidence to prove 
that geranium, and its active principle, geranin, are highly service- 
able in the treatment of dysentery. 

Hemorrhage. — The treatment of hemorrhages hke that of other 
diseases, must be regulated by the pathology in each case. If the 
pathological conditions on which the hemorrhage depends cannot be 
removed, such remedies must be administered as will the most 
promptly arrest the attack. Astringents or styptics are generally 
employed to arrest hemorrhage, and those generally used consist 
of acetate of lead and opium, or acetate of lead and pyroligneous 
acid, acetate of morphia and creosote etc. The geranium, as Dr. 
Stills remarks, has also been recommended as very efficacious in 
restraining internal hemorrhages. Dr. Coe says : — " Geranin has 
been found serviceable in checking hemorrhages from the lungs, 
stomach, bowels, kidneys, and uterua The usual dose in such 
cases is five grains, although as much as ten grains is sometimes 
given. The doses are repeated every hour until the hemorrhage is 



88 The Journal of Materia Medico. 

arrested, and then at longer intervals. In passive hemorrhage this 
remedy has proved itself of great utility. In hemorrhage of the 
bowels it is sometimes more efficient when administei^ed by enema. 
From one half to one drachm may be so administered at a time, 
and repeated when occasion requires. It may be added to mucil- 
age of slippery elm, starch water, etc. We have known some cases 
of dysentery to yield readily to this treatment when 
remedies by the stomach had failed." Dr. Lee alludes 
to the use of geranium in hemorrhages. Dr. Thatcher recommends 
it as almost a specific in cases of haemoptysis. Many others testify- 
to the beneficial efiect of this agent in the treatment of this malady. 
In cases of bleeding piles, it is said that a strong decoction of the 
root may be injected into the rectum, and retained as long as 
possible with a prospect of success. 

" Dr. King observes that," piles are said to be cured by adding 
of the root in fine powder, two oimces, of tobacco ointment seven 
ounces, and apply to the parts, three or four times a day. Trouble- 
some epistaxis, bleeding from wounds or small vessels and from the 
extraction of teeth, may be checked effectually by applying the 
powder to the bleeding orifice, and if possible, covering with a com- 
press of cotton. 

Leucorrhcea. — The discharge in cases of leucorrhoea proceeds^, 
in some instances from the vagina, in other cases from the uterus, 
and sometimes from both. Various remedies have, from time to 
time, been advised in the treatment of this harassing afFectioii. 

Dr. Copland very justly remarks: — "There is no disease in 
which treatment is more apt to be empirical than leucorrhoea. This 
arises from incorrect notions as to its pathology and true nature. 
The various forms of the malady vary very widely from each 
other in degree, and require corresponding variations in treatment. 
If the discharge is of a mucous, transparent character, it will yield 
to very simple management, as astringent injections, rest, abstain- 
ing from sexual intercourse, etc." Leucorrhoea, gleet, and other 
affections of the mucous surfaces, says Coe, have been benefited 
and cured by the use of geranin. Dr. Stills remarks that geranium ^ 
is said to be efficient as an injection in gleet and leucorrhoea. Dr. 
Lee also informs us that as an injection in leucorrhoea and gleet 
this remedy will be found equally valuable with any of the im- 
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ported astringents. It can be used alternately with any of the 
ferruginous preparations to advantage. / 

Diabetes. — The term diabetes, no doubt has been applied to ^' 

various states of disease, in which diuj-esis, or a morbidly increased 
flow of urine existed, without reference to its quality. Such cases * 

have yielded to the administration of certain remedies, and been 
reported as diabetes, without any positive test of the presence of 
saccharine matter in the urine. The duration of this disease is very 
various from a few hours to many years. In a case that tell under . 
the care of Dr. Ohapman the disease proved fatal in. the coui-seof 
36 hours, and during its continuance many gallons of fluid were ' 
evacuated. Eochie and Sanson state that two hundred pounds liave 
been evacuated in 24 hours, or 25 gallons."^" Dr: Coplajid remarks 
that: — ** Astringents have been recommended by man 3^ wiiters, 
and various remedies belonging to this class have recei^ ed appro- ^ 
bation. The gi*eater number of the mineral, and some of the veg- 
etable acids have been used, either alone or in combination with 
other medicines." 

Dr. Coe, in his work on concentrated medicines, observes, that 
"Geranin, in connection wdth suitable diet and tonic.-^, is of great 
service in the treatment of diabetes. From two to five grains may 
be given three' times per day. 

The bowels should be kept open by the use of Podophyllin, 
Leptandrin, or Juglandin.-' 

BowELL Complaints of 'Children. — Dr Stillc savs that on 
account of its not being associated with bitterness or any other un- 
pleasant taste, the geranium has been much used as a domestic 
remedy, and by physicians in the bowel complaint of children, nnd 
that a decoction of it in milk is frequently administered ,n cholera 
infantum. Dr. King also alludes to its employment in infusion 
with milk. Dr. Lee speaks of geranium robertianum as having 
been recommended in bowel affections ; and states that its efficacy 
is not to be compared with that of the geranium maculatum. 

Aphthous Affections.— The aphthous sore mouths of infants 
is frequently cured by % wash, made by a decoction of the root of 
this agent. Some prefer a wash made by adding half a drachm of 
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geranin to four ounces of warm water. The fluid extract, or a 
solution of geranin, makes a good gargle for relaxation of the uvu- 
la, and ordinary sore throat. 

K External Employment. — A wash, made of geranin, half a 
dram to four ounces of warm water, has been found serviceable in 
some forms of ophthalmy, otorrhoea, sore nipples, etc. Dr. Ooe 
observes that- geranm, dissolved in alcohol, in the proportion of 
half a drachm to the ounce, is an excellent application for tough- 
ening the skin when rendered irritable by shaving. 



Dose i to 1 dram. 

" 3 to 15 grains. 

" 1 to 5 grains. 

1 grain each. 

- 2 grains each. 



PBEPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract, 
Solid Extract, - 
Geranin, .... 
Pills of Geranin, 
" " Extract of Geranium, 

TINCTURE OF CRANESBILL. 

Fluid Extract, .... Two Ounces. 
Diluted Alcohol, - . . . One Pint 
Dose — Two and a half to four drams. 

INFUSION OF CRANESBIEL. 

Fluid Extract, 
Water, . . . - 
Dose — One to two ounces. 



one ounce, 
one pint 
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COMPOUND INFUSION OF CRANESBILL. 

Fluid Extract of Cranesbill, - - .half ounce. 

" Black Cohosh, - half 
*' Golden Seal, - - half 

" Witch Hazel, - half 

Water, Two Pints. 

This forms an efficacious astringent wash in aphthus and other 
diseases of the mouth and throat, when unaccompanied with in- 
flammation : it is also useful as an injection in leucorrhoea, pro- 
lapsus ani, and prolapsus uteri. J. R 

SYRUP OF CRANESBILL. 

Fluid Extract, . - . . two ouncea 
Syrup, - - - - - Fourteen ounces. 
Dose — Four drams. 

Geranin, 

Dioscoi;ein, 

Oaulophyllin, a u 

Dose — Six grains to an adult every fifteen or twenty minutes, 
in diarrhoea and cholera morbus, when much pain and flatulence 
are]|^resent 



ten grains. 
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NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

SIXTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION. 



Albany, N. Y., Wednesday, Feb. 3, 1869. 

The animal session of this body was commenced at 1 1 o'clock yester- 
day morning, in the Common CounciJ chamber, City Hall. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev Mr. Lorimer, after which the Pres- 
ident Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, delivered his inaugural address. 

On motion of Dr. Ellsworth, a vote of thanks was tendered the 
President for his inaugural address. ' 

On motion the address was referred to a committee consisting of 
Drs. Ellworth, Burdick and Jewitt. 

Dr. Cobb moved the appointment of a committee of three to extend 
an invitation to the Governor and such members of the Legislalure as 
belong to the medical profession, to attend the meeting of the Society. 
Adopted, and Drs. Cobb, J. S. Burley and T. B. Reynolds were appoint- 
ed. 

The president announced the following standing committees : 

Business Committee — Drs. banford, Eastman, Wm. C. Wey and 
Odell. 

Committee on Credentials — Drs. Saunders, Boulware and Gavan. 

Committee on Medical Ethics — Drs. Bibbins, Shepard and Colvin. 

Committee on Reception — Drs. March, Huested and Van Kleech. 

Dr. March frem the Committee on Reception, introduced a number 
of invited guests. 

Dr. Cobb from the Committee appointed to invite the Governor and 
members of the Legislature reported that they had discharged that 
duty. Accepted and Committee discharged. 

Dr. Eliot from Committee on President's address, recommended that 

in regard to the death of Dr. Thomas C. Brinsmade, once President ol 

this Society, that Dr. George H. Hubbard be requseted to read at this 

meeting the eulogium which he pronounced before the Rensslaer county 

Medical Society. 

The'recommendation was adopted. 

Dr. Squibb from Committee of Prize Essay, read a report awarding 
the prize founded by Dr. Merrit, B. Cosh, to the author of an essay 
entitled " A Practical Treatise on acupressure." Accompanying the essay 
were several drawings. 

The President announced the author of the essay to be Dr. J. C. 
Hutchinson, of Brooklyn. ^ 

The report was received and referred. 

Dr. Didema moved that the report of the Committee on " Prop- 
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osition on Sloughing" be adopted as an e-xpression of the opinion of 
the Society. Adopted. 

Dr. Squibb from the Committee on Pharmacology, read a report 
which was accepted and ref<-rred. Dr. A. March presented a com- 
munication from Dr. Charles A. Lee, proposing an amendment to the 
by-laws, that hereafter the election of President of the S >ciety be held 
by ballot. Referred. 

The Secretary presented a communication from the New York 
Academy of Medicine, relative* to a preamble and resolution discussed 
there in regard to the repetition of prescriptions by druggists without 
the written order of physicians. Referred. 

Dr. Chees*iman, of Schenectady, presented a biographical sketch of 
Dr. F. D. Putnam, read before their County Medical Society. 

The Business Committee submitted a report that the paper by Dr. 
George B. Hubbard, on the death of Dr. Thomas C. Brinsmade, be read 
by its author, without the usual reference to the Publishing Committee; 
olso that Dr. Harvey Jewett's paper on Apocynum Cannabinum. 
Agreed to. Dr. Jewett then reads his paper. 

A communication was read from the President Dr. Quackenbush, 
inviting the members of this Society, delegates, invited guests and those 
in attendance at this members of the Albany County Medical Society, 
at his residence, No. 712 Broadway, (Wednesday) evening at 9 o'clock. 
Accepted. 

Recess until 3 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. George B. Hubbard read his eulogy on Dr. Thomas C. Brinsmade, 

Dr. Alden March, read a paper entitled, *' Spontaneous Lithotomy," 
and exhibited the person in whom it existc^d. 

A communication was received from the State Dental Society inviting 
the Society to the privileges of the fl or.. 

Dr. Wm. G. Wheeler, of Chelsea, Mass., made some very interest- 
ing remarks upon Excision of the Hip Joint, giving cases. 

Dr. Boseman read a paper on the certainty of the operation for Ves- 
ico Vaginal Fistula, which was referred to the Committee on Publica- 
tions. 

The President appointed the following Committee on Nominations : 
Drs. Oliver White, J. F. Jenkins, F. Jacobs, W. Potter, Jno. P. Gray, 
J. G. Orton, Fredrick Hyde, L. B. Coater. 

The case of Dr. N. K. Freeman was referred to the Committee on 
Ethics. 
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The Business Committee presented the following papers by titles : 

" Obsterical Statistics," by H. S. Chubbuck. . ' 

" Placenta' Prae via," by C. C. F. Gay. 

"Biographical Sketch of Francis D. Putnam," by H. S. Cheeseman. 

" Purpura," by H. S. Crandall. 

Referred to Publishing Committee. 

The Business Committee reported that a valuable paper " on Con- 
stipation," by R. J. O'SuUivan, had been offered. Referred to Publish- 
ing Committee. 

Dr. Bibbins moved that Dr. Rogers, of New York, be allowed thirty 
minutes to read an abstract, of his paper on Quinia and its salts. Lost. 

Recess until 8 p. m. 

BVENIVQ SESSION. 

The Association re-convened at 8 o'clock p. m. The entire evening 
session was ocupied with the reading of the Constitution and By-laws 
of the Association. A number of amendments were offered and adopt- 
ed, and considerable debate was at times called forth. The meeting 
adjourned at a late hour. 

SECOND DAY. 

Thursday, Feb. 4. 

The Society reconvened in the Common Council Chamber yesterday 
morning at half past nine o'clock. President Quackinbush in the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. Mr. Heckman. 

The minutes of Tuesday's session were read and approved. 

Dr. March introduced a number of medical gentlemen to the Society. 

Dr. TefTts announced the death of Dr. A. B. Ship man, of Syracuse, 
and on his motion, Drs. Tefft, Bradford and Purple were appointed a 
committee to draft resolutions commemorative of his death. 

Dr. March made reference, in a very feeling mannei', to the death of 
Dr. Augustus Willard, and requested the President, with the consent 
of the Society, to incorporate in his introductory address some lemarks 
in relation to the same. 

Dr. Squibbs announced the death of Dr. DeWitt Clinton Euos, and 
presented a biographical sketch, which was read in the Kings county 
Medical Society. 

Dr. Newman, from the Committee on Consanguine us Marriages, 
read his report. On motion of Dr. Govan, a resolution of thanks to 
Dr. Newman, for his able report, was adopted. 

Dr. J. V. Lansing, Treasurer, read his report, which was accepted 
and referred to a committee of three — Drs. Tefft, Bates and Little. 
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Dr. Eastman, from the Business C )mmittee, presented the following : 

Whereas, The Dental Society of the State of New Yor^c, by reason 
of apparent necessity, and by power conferred by the Legislature, has 
entered upon the work of elevating the standard of preparation and ed- 
ucation among all who shall hereafter be called to practice dentistry, 
and for the protection of their scientific interests ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Society recognize the particular significance of this 
step, and the wholesome influence which it will exert upon the art of 
dentistry ar»d the science of medicine. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society are hereby tendered to the 
Dental Society for the courteous invitation expressed in their resolution 
of the 2d inst. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instrusted to transmit a copy of 
these resolutions to the New York State Dental Society, now in ses- 
sion in this city. 

^ Adopted. 

« 

Dr. Noyes, of New York, read a paper on Glaucoma. Dr. Rider, of 
Rochester, remarked on Dr. Noyes' paper ; also, Dr. Knapp, of Hei- 
delburg. Dr. Newman moved that the paper be received, and a vote 
of thanks be tendered Dr. Noyes. Adopted. 

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson read his prize essay on Acupressures. Inter- 
esting remarks were made by Drs. March, J. L. Little, B. Howard 
and Wm. and G. Wheeler, of Massachusetts. On motion of Dr. D. 

B. Whitney, of East Norwich, a vote of thanks was tendered to Dr. J. 

C. Huntingdon for his interesting paper. 
Recess till 3 p. m. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Dr. J. S Mosher was added to the committee last year, in so much 
of the President's address as related to legislative action on abortion. 

The business committee presented the following papers by title : 

"Biographical sketch of Augustus Willard, M. D.," by William D. 
Purple, M. D. 

" Chart showing the influence of impure air and overcrowding on the 
health of the various wards in the city of New York," by William 
Faulds Thomas, M. D. 

"Obituary Notice of Dr. Freeman Tourtellot," by R. L. Allen, M. D. 

The same committee, having learned that a number of deaths from 
Thichina have occurred in different localities in this State during the 
present winter, suggested that Drs. Edward R. Hun, of Albany, and 
Cobb, of Rome, be invited to communicate to the Society the result of 
their observations. 

Dr. H. S. West read a paper entitled "Medical and Surgical Expe- 
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rience in Asia Minor," which, after the thanks of the Society, was re- 
ferred to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Knapp read a paper on " Intra Ocular Tumours. Dr. Noyes 
addressed the Society in reference to Dr. Knapp's papers. On motion 
of Dr. Eastman, Dr. Knapp was requested to furnish a copy of his pa- 
pers to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Elliot, from the committee on the President's address, present- 
ed a report relative to means of increasing the usefulness of County 
Medical Societies. The committee reported relative to the unauthor- 
ized renewal of prescriptions by druggists, stating that, although the 
practice should, as a rule, be discouraged, and, in cases where medi- 
cines are used which would produce serious results, if used injudicious- 
ly, should be forbidden; yet, however just a law might be, that an ap- 
peal to our law makers would be injudicious. Report adopted. 

Dr. March presented a case of Cystic Tumour on the neck of a boy 
from Delaware County. 

Dr. J. G. Orton's paper on Ovariotomy was referred to the publii^h- 
ing committee. 

On motion of Dr. Hutchinson, Dr. A. N. Bell was appointed a 
standing committee on Hygiene to continue the plan of report express- 
ed in Dr. Bells last report. 

Dr. Minor gave an interesting account of a case of Ligation of the 
right Iliac artery for aneurism. Referred to publishing committee. 

Interesting remarks were male by Drs. Hutchinson and March. 

Dr. Howard exibited a manakin to show the anatomy of hernia and 
the manner of applying the truss. On motion, the thanks of the Socie- 
ty were extended to Dr. Howard. 

Dr. Gouley made some interesting remarks regarding his mode of 
urithrotomy, for which the thanks of the Society were voted, and he 
was requested to furnish a copy to the publishing committee. 

The report on Conium Maculatum, by Dr. Manlius Smith, from the 
committee on Pharmacology, was referred to the publishing committee. 

A paper entitled "A case of faulty diagnosis," by Dr. Wm. Addis 
Emmett, was read by title and referred to the publishing committee. 

Dr. Corliss addressed the Society on tuberculous consumption. 

Dr. Samuel Peters, of Crpscent, related an interesting case of ty- 
phoid i&r&r. 

The Society then adjourned to 8 p. m., to meet at the Assembly 
Chamber, where Dr. Quackenbush, President of the Society, delivered 
the annual address. 
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The Society will meet to day at 9 a. m. 

The following invited guests were present : Dr. E. Hutchinson, Dti- 
ca; Wm. H. Stuart, Earlville ; M. R. Peck, Glens Falls; E. S. Dun- 
ster, New York ; Wm. Vosburg, Lyons ; R. Loughran, Kingstcm ; 
Asahel Perry, South Easton; D. D. Bucklin, Lansingburg; S, R. Mil- 
lington, Poland ; M. L. Mead, Albany. 

Delegates from other States : Henry L. Sabine, Williamstown, of 
the State Medical Society of Massachusetts. 

THIRD DAV. 

The Society reconvened in the Common Council Chamber, City 
Hall, this morning, Dr. Quackenbush, President, in the Chair. 

Prayer by Rev. S. P. Spraker. 

Dr. TefTt, from the committee to whom was referred the death of 
Dr. A. B. Shipman, presented a report, accompanied by the following 
resolutions : 

Reso.ved, That we offer to the desolate widow and afflicted friends 
onr heartiest sympathy, and that a copy of these resolutions be sent to 
them by the Secretary of this Society, 

Beselved. That Dr. Homer O. Jewett, of Cortland, be requested to 
write a bij.>graphy of the late Dr. Shipman, ana present it for publica- 
tion in the next volume of the transactions of this Societv. 

Report accepted and resolutions adopted. 

Dr- J. G. Norton, from the committee on Statistics, reported that 
the committee had prepared a circular which has been distributed by 
the committee on publication, calling for statistics regarding the preva- 
lence or absence of epidemic diseases in the various counties in the 
State, and that returns had been received from twenty-four counties. 
The committee suggested the propriety of a delay in tabulating them, 
in order to give an opportunity to include all records which may be 
designed to exhibit the prevalence of epidemics during the past year, 
and to submit the same to the committee on publication. 

A report was received from Dr. Samuel Hart, delegate to the Medi- 
cal Society of New Jersey. 

Dr. Burge, delegate to the Medical Society of Rhode Island, also 
made a report. 

Dr. Bibbins, from the committee on Ethics, presented a report. 

Dr. Hun made interesting statements regarding Trichinae, giving 
cases under his observation in the city of Albany. Dr. Hun was re- 
quested to reduce his remarks to writing, and that they be referred to 
committee of publication. 

Dr. H. Corliss made remarks regarding a prize essay. Dr. Squibb 
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moved that an acurate phonographic report of the remarks of Dr. Cor 
liss upon the subject of his prize for an Essay on Tubercular Consumption, 
be entered on the minutes in extenso, and that a copy of them be furnish - 
J ed the Chairman of the Committee 'on Prize Essays. Adopted. 

A vote of thanks was adopted to the President, Dr. Quackenbush, for 
entertaining the members at his residence ; also for the dignified and im- 
partial manner in which he discharged the duties of presiding officer. 

The following papers were presented and referred : 

A memoir of the late Wm. Rockwell, of New York. 

Report of Censors of Southern District. 

Obstetrical Statistics, from the Practice of the late T. W. Bliatchford. 

Dr. Stiles made report as delegate to the Medical Society of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr. Schultz, delegate from Pennsylvania State Medical Society, made 
a very interesting report. 

A vote of thanks was adopted to Rev. Mr. Loramer, Rev. Mr. Hide- 
man, and Rev. Mr. Spraker, for services as Chaplain to the Society. 

A vote of thanks was adopted to Dr. Wm. H. Bailey for the faithful 
manner in which he had discharged his duties as Secretary. 

The Society then proceeded to an election for officers, with the follow- 
ing result : 

President — Dr. James P. White, of Buffiilo. 
, Vice-President — Dr. Geo. Burr; of Bingham tort. 

Secretary — Dr. Wm. H. Bailey, of Albany. 

Treasurer — Dr. John V. Lansing, of Albany. 

The following were elected permanent members from this district ; 
Dr. Charles H. Porter, of Albany, and Dr. H. B. Whiton, of Troy. 

The following despatch was received from the State Medical Society, 

in session at Detroit : 

"The Medical Society of the State of Michigan send fraternal greet 
ing to the Medical Society of the State of New York, health and hap- 
piness to its members, and durability to their noble and ancient organ- 
ization." 

The following answer was directed to be sent : 

" This fraternal greeting from a distant sister State demonstrates a 
triumph of modern civilization, the brotherhood of medicine, and renders 
instantantly apparent that warm current of affectionate professional 
sympathy which details its benign influence over the hearts of men as 
Gulf stream over the climates of distant countries." 

The society then adjourned sine die. 
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CARBOLIC ACID IN CUTANEOUS DISEASE. 



BT DR. F. P. UXWy BROOKLTN, N. T. 



(The use of carbolic acid is of course likely to be especially useful 
' in those forms of skin disease depending upon, or accompanied by, the 
development of any of the forms of fungi.) 

Ccue 1. — Chronic Eczema, — The patient, a child six months old, 
nursed by its mother, a young and apparently hecJthy woman. Eruption 
first appeared upon the scalp, when the infant was two and a half months 
old. The nurse applied olive oil, cleansing the head daily with Castile 
soap and tepid water ; the eruptions, however, pl>ogressed rapidly, and 
when I first saw the child namely, three and a half months from the 
time the disease commenced, not only the head but the entire trunk 
and extremities presented a most pitiable appearance. The thin, soft 
incrustations, more broad than prominent, of eczema impetiginodes, 
occupied the head, back, chest, and limbs, while here and there a fresh 
group of vesicles of eczema simplex pointed out most pathognomically, 
the true nature of the eruption. The evacuations were variable, some- 
times of natural color, at others persistently green, and always very 
acid, as shown by litmus; on examination by microscope, they were 
found to contain milk corpuscles in abundance, mixed with casein, that 
separated by the lactic acid of the stomach, had passed into the duoden- 
um undigested, and mingling with the bile, had drifted through the in- 
testinal canal. The urine was examined chemically, and by microscope ; 
it was highly acid, depositing urates freely ; a few drops evaporated on 
a glass slide gave glomeruli and isolated crystals of uric acid. The 
milk from the mother of the child was also carefully examined ; it con- 
tained abnormal quantity of lactic acid, though the corpuscles did not 
coalesce, it gave an acid reaction to neutral litmus. Under the influence 
of thoroughly alkaline treatment, namely, baths with bicarb, soda, and 
bicarb, potass, internally, three times per day, in quantities sufficient 
to neutralize the acid reactions of the dejections, urine, and serum from 
the eruption (an alkali was also given to the mother,) so rapid was the 
improvement, that within ten days, the scalp was free from disease, 
and the irritation of the surface everywhere much abated. 

Fresh groups of eczema simplex, however, continued to be repro- 
duced upon both body and limbs. I then determined to trv the effects 
of carbolic acid as a parasiticide, having recently tested its power in 
the destruction of the penicillium glaucum, and torula crevisise ; and 
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accordingly, a solution contaiiiiiig half a drachm of carbolic add in fouir. 
ounces of water, was applied three times per day to the eruptiiHi* The 
effect was immediate,; th^ vesicles'disappeared promptly/ producing a 
slight exfoliation, and did. not return, except a f<^w groups about th^- 
neck, which two or three applications of the solution removed, 
. Case % — Impetigo, — ^The patient was a chHd of ten months old, of 
strongly strumous diathesis ; the. psydracioui? pustule were developed 
upon the upper lip, and abput the mou4^h, whil^ from the nares issued a • 
sanious and vpry acrid discharge. Tlie carbolic aoid^ s^me strength as' 
before, was used freely upon the eruption, and the nares were also iih 
jected with the solution ; the. effect was quite as marl^edas iattie form- 
er case, the pustules withered, and soofi altogether disappeared, leaving 
the skin free from irritation. 

Case 3. — Psoriasis inveteraUi, — Two years standing ; patient a stouts 
girl 15 years of age, body and limbs covered with the eruption. Or* 
dered Donovan's sol. carbolic acid to be applied every morning in 
propojtion of one part of the acid to four of watar, body to be sponged 
with Castile soap and warm water, prior to its application. In three 
weeks from the date of the fii st application, not a vestige of the eruption 
remained. How far the Donovan's solution assisted in producing tids 
rapid convalescence from one of the most obstinate of all cutaneons 
diseases, I leave others to judge. — New York Medical Journal, SepL 
1868, p. 5l5.—Braithwaite^s Retrospect, 
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BEMABKS ON.THE PBUNUS VIRGINIANA, PAR- 

TIOULiABLY THE WINE AND FERiElATED 

WINE OF WILD CHEteRY. 



BT X. TOKBR, M. D., ALBANY, K. T. 



Tk^ mediclM bark of thfe Pninus^Virginiana is the inner l)ark of the 
Cerasus Serotina, or W?ld Cherry, a large tree indijgenbiis in the United' 
States. Thfe bark may be obtained frdm the root, trunk, or brindies of 
the' ttee — ^that of the root is preferred by many'. Deprived of its epidet- 
mis, it is of a reddish-yellow coloi-, bHttie, aiid easily ptdverized. When 
fresh, it has thfe smiell of peadh leaves or bitter almonds. Its taste id 
bitter, astringent, and somewhat aromatic. Its active piincipfe are 
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|anii|c iKsid and amygdalixL In the prooera of distillation traom of hydro- 
fjabio add hava been diaeoyered. 

Tfie physiologkal action of the irild cherry is two-fold, vie : that of a 
stimulant or tonic to the digestive fcnction, and, by reason of its am- 
jgdalin, as a direct sedative to the nervous system, and through that 
upon the circulation. JDr. SberU states that under the influence of 
c6pious draughts of the infusion ( | i — Oij)| continuously kept up, the 
pvdse fell from seventy-five to fifty per minute; but immediately upon 
the suspension of the draughts of the infbsion the pulse returns to its 
normal condition. 

In regard to its therapeutical action there is very general agreement 
among all who have used it tojpjrtX>SJddi^^^ Few remedies, 

in fact, have had a more Im]^ wftme mtnii^ii^aBect. Wcf quote, as 
expressing very happily ytfe well niglr^wmimoi^idjpinion of the profes- 
sion, from Professor 'w^,Ti^ nln;sl!^Lf°td& ciMe article or tiie do- 
mestic mfusion: I* / 

*' The joint tonic and s^atjre properties of^iMark admirably adapt 
it to the treatment of casesbC^&C^4l^>bn^ enfeebled digestion, 

an irritable state of the nervoSar s j sUsHSTand excessive firequency of 
pulse. Lon^ before its chemical peculiarities were discovered, ex- 
perience had established this application of the remedy. In the treat- 
ment of pulmonary consumption it has for many years been a favorite 
in this country, and, before cod-liver oil came into notice, was probably 
niore relied on than any other single medicine. It was employed not 
only in the advanced stages, when hectic fever had set in, but from the 
beginning, and often as a preventive, in cases where a strong tendency 
to the disease seemed to be displayed. It was given with a view of im- 
parting tone to the digestive organs and system generally, and thereby 
modifying the tuberculous diathesis, and was preferred to other tonics 
because it was thought to produce these effects with less danger of un- 
due excitement. Now that it is known to be positively sedative to the 
heart, and to the nervous system, we can better understand its usefiil- 
ness in that complaint. In other forms oi scrofulous disease^ presenting 
a similar complication of debility of the digestive and nutritive func- 
tions, with frequency of the pulse, it is equally indicated. Few rem- 
edies are better adapted to hectic fever , from whatever source it may 
proceed. In the debility of convalescence from fevers and other acute 
diseases, when attended, as it often is, with night sweats, a frequent 
pulse, and sleeplessness, restlessness, or other functional nervous dis- 
order, the wild cherry bark is also an excellent remedy." 

The various preparations of wild cherry, in so far as they are ef&ca- 
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eiousy act by Tirtire of the Mune principle; but eertain of them, m we 
shall presently see, have been so prepared as to unite the virtues of the 
wild cherry witk the spedfic properties in a very useful maimer, lliey 
are chiefly beneficial in debility, and convalescence from acute diseases, 
uniting, as they do, with a tonic power the property of quieting irritation 
and diminishing nervous excitability. Their use is indicated in all cases 
requiring a general tonic, pmrticularly the impairment of the constitution 
by dyspepsia, debility resulting from inflammatory feve}«, and in those 
cases where the digestive powers are impaired with general or local 
irritation existing at the same time. Als<», owing to their slightly 
astringent properties, they are beneficial in the summer compbdntiBk 

They have not the power to interrupt the paroxysms of intermittent 
fever, but they can assist to keep off* the paroxysms when once they are 
broken up, and when it is evidently iiyurious to continue the quinia. 

In speaking of the remedies for chlorosis. Dr. J. Bates writes, con- 
cerning the excellent and delightfiil preparations of TUdin d Co. : 

" The wine of wild cherry is a very excellent preparation, and should 
be administered in connection with other remedies usually given in this 
malady. The wine, if scientifically prepared, will be found advantageous 
in this complaint, even when given alone. It may be used in doses of 
a dram to half a wine-glass three or four times a day« Undoubtedly 
the best preparation of this agent for the treatment of chlorosis is the 
ferrated wine of wild cherry. Diseases of this dass, uncomplicated 
will in most instances be signally relieved by this valuable combination. 
By uniting the haematinic and tonic properties of iron with the sedative 
and tonic properties of the prunus, in the ferrated wine of wild cherry, 
a happy union of medical properties is accomplished, which renders it 
more useful in a great variety of atonic diseases, and far more eflicient 
than the same agents would be if administered separately." 

But it is not alone in chlorosis that the value of these jHreparations 
we are speaking of is exhibited. In all diseases where there is a re- 
duction of the red globules of the blood, especially in anaemia, the/«r- 
rated wine of wild cherry will be found to prove its success. 

Dr. Flint, in speaking in reference to the therapeutics of the anaemia^ 
of tuberculosis^ BrigMs diseases dtc, writes : 

'^ When it is the chief condition to be met therapeutically, the first 
points are to remove, if practicable, the cause or causes on which it 
depends. The next point is to employ measures to restore the normal 
quantity of red globules. * * • * First, a nutritious alimenation. 
* * * Second^ the use of tonics and stimulants. * * * I%ird, 
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iron as a special remedy. * * * Fourth, a regimen calculr/cd to 
in<$rease the energy of the assimilatire fiinetiouB." • 
IV^meet the second and third points,. there is* no better tonic and stini- 
idant preparation than the ferrated wme of wild cherry, given in doses 
from one t6 four drams three times a day. 

TMs ferrated wirie of wild cherry I regard as an exceedingly vaduable 
preparation stnce it so happily BXkdi. perfectly unites the blood-restoring 
iron with general tonic and nervous sedative effects. We have pre- 
^ciribed it in a large number of cases where the nervous system was 
prostrated, and for the legkmic symptoms jconoomitant of general de- 
bility, and have been extremely gratified by its prompt and efficient ac- 
tion, fii feet, we have found no one of the general vaunted remedies 
superior, or even of egtwt/ efficiency to it to combat such* morbid con- 
dil^ns. 

The ferrated wine of wild cherry, as extemporized from the fluid ex- 
tract, we have fouhd from observation is vastly inferior to that scien- 
lifically prepared by the firm of Tilden <fc Co., both in its physical ap- 
pearance and thferapeuticBl action. Already have we seen it in market 
spuriously prepared, which is having its evil tendencies, and must ine- 
vitably result in throwing into disfavor the honest article. It is un- 
fortunate that there is scarcely a medicinal preparation which professes 
any marked advantages, placed in the hands of the physician, before 
competition goes to work to destroy its efficacy by means too palpable 
to require enumeration here. 

I>r. AUbut (in Braithwaite's Retrospect, part 66, page 268,) speaks 
very highly of the wild cherry. He says, " 1 have found the wild 
cherry useftil not only in cases of cardiac disturbance, but also of general 
nervous excitability, of atonic dyspepsia, and of intestinal irritabflity. 
It seems, howevery to have a mo*e special bearing upon the arterial 
nervo-muscular tissues, as digitalis «lso ha«, and in proper cases it comes 
as a valuable substitute for digitalis when this medicine is ill borne." 
Dif. A. declares that the bark of the wQd cherry in doses under one 
dram of the tincture and under one ounce of the infusion does not 
nauseate, as do opium, digitdUs, conium, and other sedatives, though, 
indeed,' it will not take the place of digitalis in extreme cases." 

Dr. Eberle, in speaking of the medidnal value of the wild cherry 
bark, says, .^^ It lessens the frequency, tension, and irritated state of the 
pulse, moderates the cough and profuse nocturnal perspirations, checks 
the diarrhoea, and sustains the general strength of the system. 

In amenorrhosa" thb comibination of the ferrated wine of wild cherry 
and stramonium has proved visduable. 
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In pertussis the fluid extract of belladonna, with the syrup of wild 
eherry, has been serviceable in some oases. 

After all, what we claim especially for the wine^ and ferrated wine 
of wild cherry is, not that they are specifics in any one disease, but 
that these preparations can benefit, and have benefited patients suflering 
from tuberculous consumption^ cMorosis, ancemia, dyspepsia, debility 
arising from various causes, convalescence froih acute fevers, etc., etc. 

They have, in addition, the merit of being very palatable, a point 
not always sufficiently regarded. 

A medicine is none the less efficacious certainly because it has a 
pleasant taste. When we can conciliate the palate at the same ume we 
are attacking a disease, we shall be quite as speedily succeissful in our 
efforts. Certainly, with children and fastidious invalids who have been 
compelled to dose largely, it is a merit to bring a medicine that shall 
be pleasant to take, and potential as a remedy. 



A CUBE FOR HEADACHE. 



BY GEORGE KBNNION, M. D., P. R. 0. P. 



1 am desirous of bringing before the notice of the profession a very 
simple, and at the same time a very remarkable cure for many kinds 
of headache, 1 have not the least claim to the discovery of this rem- 
edy, nor, indeed, am I at all aware' who was its originator ; but 1 be- 
lieve that it is unknown to the profession generally ; and having used 
it for nearly twelve months in a very large number of ca^es, and very 
rarely without affording immediate relief, I am desirous of making it 
more generally known. 1 heard of it first from a gentleman whom I 
was attending last year, and who told me that he thought it was used 
by a French physician. If this should come under his notice, I hope 
that it may be the means of inducing him to drop his incognito, so that 
he may receive the thanks of many to whom he has hitherto been an 
unknown benefactor. 

The remedy, as 1 have already observed, is simple; it is the bisul- 
phide of carbon in solution. Its mode of application is no less simple. 
A small quantity of the solution (about two drams) is poured upon 
cotton wool, with which a small, wide mouthed, glass stoppered bottle 
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is half filled. This, of course, absorbs the fluid, and when the remedj 
has to be used, the mouth of the bottle is to be applied closelj (so that 
none of the volatile vapor may escape) to the temple, or behind the 
ear, or as near as possible to the seat of pain, and so held for from three 
to five or six minutes. After it has been applied for a minute or two 
a sensation is felt as if several leeches were biting the part ; and afler 
the lapse of two, three, or four minutes more, the smarting and pain 
become rather severe, but subside almost immediately after the remo- 
val of the bottle. It is very seldom that any redness of the skin is 
produced. The effect of this application, as I have said, is generally 
immediate. It may be reapplied, if necessary, three or four times in 
the day. 

The class of headaches in which this remedy is chiefly useful is that 
which may be grouped under the wide term of " nervous." Thus neu- 
ralgic headache, periodic headache, hysterical headache, and even many 
kinds of dyspeptic headache, are almost invariably relieved by it ; and 
although the relief of a symptom is a very different affair, of course, 
from the removal of its cause, yet no one who has witnessed (and who 
of us has not seen ?) the agony and distress occasioned by severe and 
repeated headache but must rejoice in having the power of affording 
relief in so prompt and simple a manner. 

As regards the modus operandi of this remedy, it is difficult, perhaps, 
to form a certain opinion ; but I am disposed to attribute it to the sed- 
ative effect of the vapor of the bisulphide, absorbed through. the skin, 
and acting upon the superficial nerves of the part to which it is ap- 
plied. The remarks of M. Delpech {Annates d^ Hygiene, Jan'y 1863,) 
point out very clearly the remarkable prostration of the whole nervous 
system produced in workmen who, in certain manufactures, are exposed 
to the vapor arising from a solution of the bisulphide of carbon ; and 
we can readily understand that a somewhat similar effect, upon a small 
scale, may be produced by the application of this vapor to a limited 
portion of the surface. 

I always procure the bisulphide of carbon from Mr. Morson, the em- 
inent chemist in Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, who will also furnish 
the bottle with which the vapor should be applied, and a wooden case 
— a very necessary adjunct, on account of the offensive smell of the bi- 
sulphide. — British Med, Journal, June 13, 1868 — Buffalo Med. and 
Surg. Journal. 
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ARSENIC AS AN ANTIDOTE TO THE POISON OF 

^EBFENTS. 

In the second volume of the Medico-Chirargical Transactions Mr. 
Ireland gives the result of a treatment put in practice by himself at 
St. Lucia, in the West ladies, in the treatment of persons bitten by a 
venomous serpent, the coluber carinatus of Linnaeus. The bite of this 
creature was usually fatal in from six to twelve hours. His plan was 
to administer two'draehms of liquor arsenicalis, equal to one grain of 
arsenic acid, with ten minims of laudanum, and an ounce and a half of 
peppermint water, in combination with half an ounce of lime-juice 
every half hour for three or four hours ; at the same time ordering a 
cathartic clyster every hour; and after paring the edges pf the wound, 
fomenting it, and then applying a liniment, consisting of spirits of tur- 
pentine, liquor ammonias, and olive-oil. In three or four hours, purging 
was established and the arsenic was stopped. Mr. Ireland treated four 
cases in St. Lucia, and one in Martinique, with the utmost success, and 
without a bad symptom. In one of the cases vomiting was induced, 
but the clyster was continued until purging was established, and then 
the vomiting ceased, and twenty minims of laudanum were exhibited, 
with fifteen of sulphuric aether and an ounce and a half of peppermint* 
water. In the latter case, also, there was some irritability of the 
bladder and loss of power in passing urine. M. Chevalier, in his com- 
ments on this treatment, remarks that it does not " appear at all un- 
reasonable that, where such sudden and extreme debility is produced as 
takes place from the bites of serpents, a much larger dose of a power- 
ful remedy might be taken with impunity than could be borne in any 
ordinary state of the human frame.'' And he adds that he was led to 
recommend a trial of arsenic to Mr. Ireland, from the facts recorded in 
Dr. Kussll's " History of Indian Serpents," on the authority of Messrs. 
Duflin and Ramsay, who state that the Tanjore pill is administered with 
considerable success in India afler the bites of venomous serpents, the 
formula of the Tanjore pill being as follows, namely : arsenic, roots of 
vellinavi, roots of neri visham, kernals of nervalam, pepper, quicksilver 
is rubbed with the juice of the wild cotton until the globules are in- 
visible ; the arsenic is levigated, and materials are beaten up together 
with the juice of the wild cotton ti* a proper consistence, and divided 
into six-grain pills, each containing one grain of arsenic. In two out of 
three of Dr. Russell's successful cases the Tanjore pill produced vomit- 
ing, also, and in one the operation was gentle by stool and perspiration 
only. — Journal of Cutaneous Medicine July, 1868, p, 223. — Braith- 
wait^s Retrospect. 
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THE SOLUBILITY OF DIPHTHERITIC MEM- 
BRANES. 



MM. Brichetau and Adrian ( Union Fharm.) have made a number of 
experiments to test the solubility of " false membrane " in various me- 
dicinal substance ; and announce, among other things, the following 
results : — 

A. false membrane maintained for an hour in the uiidst of vapors of 
sulphate of mercury is not dissolved ; it is only softened as by vapor 
of water ; retained in a concentrated solution of pepsine maintained at 
.a temperature of 30° C, it is not dissolved but at the end of twelve 
hours ; but if six to ten drops of lactic acid be added to the pepsine, the 
solution is accomplished at the end of eight minutes. Caustic acids 
(hydrochloric, sulphuric, azotic) do not dissolve false membranes. 
Acetic acid renders the diphtheritic membrane transparent, gelatinous, 
but does not dissolve it completely. Citric acid produces a similar 
effect. Lactic acid, in the proportion of two drops to five grammes 
of water, dissolved a tough membrane of the weight of twenty 
centigrammes in three minutes. With limewater, the effect is 
still more rapid ; lactic of lime is without action. Water alkalinized 
by soda or potassa, dissolves the membrane in eigh:* or ten minutes, 
and better than their concentrated solutions. Bromine water, and bro- 
mine in statu nascente, only disintegrate the membrane ; bromide of 
potassium has no apparent action, salts of soda and potassa, such as 
sulphate of soda, sulphate of potassa, the bicarbonate, nitrate, etc., are 
without action, as also chloride of zinc, and chromic acid. The chlo- 
rates of potassa and soda dissolve membranes, but slowly. — Z' Univ. 
Med. — Buffalo Med. and Surg, Journal, 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Bromide of Potassium in Vomiting of Pregnancy. — A correspond, 
ent of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, (April 9, 1868,) re- 
ports the successful use of bromide of potassium in an obstinate case of 
vomiting of pregnancy, accompanied with loathing of all food and 
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severe cramps in the limbs and bowels, and where induction of premature 
labor seemed the only means to save her life. He ordered the following : 

5 Bronjidi potass., oz. ss. 

Aquae font., f. oz. 4. M 

S. Dessert spoonful once in two hours. 

"At my next visit, I found all nausea gone. (She had taken the med- 
icine three times in twelve hours.) It did not return again to the same 
extent, being easily checked by a dose of the medicine." The cramps 
ceased entirely, the appetite returned, and she went to the full term 
without an unfavorable symptom. 

Bromide of Potassium. — This valuable preparation has an ex- 
tended field of utility. The diseases for which it is known to be adapt- 
ed, and in which with its use the gynecologists and obstetrioans can 
place reliance, are : 

1. Dysmenorrhea, chiefly functional and ovarian. 

2. Uterine Hemorrhage, dependent upon fibroids. 

3. Functional Menorrhagia. 

4. Nausea and Vomiting of 'Pregnancy. 

5. Puerperal Convulsions and mania. 

6. Hysteria, and the variou* Nervous derangements attending 
Uterine diseases. 

It can not be dependent upon to effect any material change in uterine 
or ovarian tumors, or inflammations attended with structural changes. 
— Lancet and Observer, 

Boys who Smoke. — Dr. Decaisne in the course of investigations on 
the influence of tobacco on the circulation, has been struck with the 
large number of boys, aged from nine to fifteen years, who smoke ; and 
has been led to inquire into the connection of this habit with impairment 
of the general health. He has observed 38 boys, aged from 9 to 15, 
who smoked more or less. Of these, distinct symptoms were present 
in 27. In 22, there were various disorders of the circulation— 6r«t7 de 
souffle in the neck, palpitation, disorders of digestion, slowness of in- 
tellect, and a more or less marked taste for strong drink. In 3, the 
pulse was intermittent. In 8, there was found on examination more or 
less marked diminution of the red corpuscles ; in 12, there was rather 
frequent epistaxis ; 10 had disturbed sleep ; and 4 had slight ulcerations 
of the mucous membrane of the mouth, which disappeared on ceasing 
from the use of tobacco for some days. In children who are very well 
nourished, the disorder was, in general less marked. As to the ages, 8 
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of the boys were from 9 to 12 years old ; 19 froiji 12 to 15. The du- 
ration of the habit of smoking was: in 11, from six months to a year ; 
and in 16, more than two years. The ordinary treatment of ansemia in 
general produced no effect as long as the smoking was KK>ntinued ; but 
when this was desisted from, health was soon perfectly restored, if there 
were no organic disease. — Brit, Med. Journal^ Sept 26, 1868. — Buffalo 
Medical and Surgical Jov/rjial, 

Creosote. — My own "provings" with creosote give me the same re- 
sult reached by Prof. G. B. Wood. Ist. It is absorbed into the circu- 
lation, for its odor soon after being swallowed is present in the breatih 
and upine. 2d. It has a special relevancy of action upon the kindeys, 
and because of its bodily presence in these organs, by which it comes 
in contact with their entire secretory surfaces the quantity of the urine 
is augmented. It is a diuretic, but like each individual of its class not 
always reliable. It can, probably, do no good in diabetes, and where 
there is a copious discharge of water in nervous disorders it is useless. 
But in that difficult micturition of women — irritable bladder, whidi 
they call "gravel" — ^practitioners will find it often "to act like a 
charm." It is a good medicine in gonnorrhoea. 

]^ Creasote gtt. xij. 
Vinegar a •few drops. 
Cinnamon Water | iv. 
M. 
S. Spoonful from 4 to 6 times a day. 

Nashville Jour, of Med. and Surg, 

Carbolic Acid in Diphtheria <kc. — The Boston corespondent, " G.," 
of the Medical and Surgical Reporter (February 15th), gives the follow- 
ing formula, used successfully as a lotion in diphtheria, putrid sore 
throat, sloughing, and phagedenic ulcers, 

5 . Acidi Carbolici gtt xxv. 

" Acetici, f drachm ss. 

Glycerine, f drachm ij. 

Aquse distil, f oz. vj. M 

QuiNiA A Preventive of Cholera. — A German writer urges the 
use of sulphate of quinla as an effectual protective from cholera. He 
gives two grains every hour until twenty four grains have been taken, 
and afterwards two grains three times a day for three weeks, and then 
two grains twice a day as long as the epidemic lasts. — Pac, Med, and 
Surg, Jowr, 
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CiMioiFuoA. — Dr. Adolphus, in the Philadelphia Med, and Surg. 
jReportefy for April ISth, 1868, speaks of the saturated tincture of dm- 
idfuga as a valuable parturient, exciting uterine contractions, at the 
same time softening and dilating the os and cervix. In its effects it 
lasts longer than ergot, and is also milder. 

It has been likewise recommended in amenorrhoea in functional form 
in girls, even when the disease has been of verj long duration. 

It is useful in the various aches and pains attending hysteria, and the 
elimacteric period of life ; also for the back ache from uterine disease 
and djrsmonorrhoea. — Oineinnati Lancet and Observer, 

Chlorate of Potassa. — Dr. Simpson first suggested the use of 
chlorate of potassa as a preventive of abortion, on the ground that it 
would add oxygen to the system, for the restoration and arterialization 
of blood. 

Fordyce Barker says : "Whether the theory be correct or not, the 
clinical fact of its value I am thoroughly convinced of." The adminis- 
tration of the medicine in those who have had habitual abortion, has 
been to increase the motions of the foetus, and such remarked the fee- 
bleness or absence ot motions when the medicine was suspended. — 
Lancet and Observer. 

Applications for Prurigo. — Neligan extols an ointment made by 
mixing half a drachm of chloroform with an ounce of cold cream. The 
following lotion has been recommended, applied warm two or three 
times a day: g Hyd. chlor. corros., gr. iv; Bism. carb., dr. ss; 
Acid, hydrocyan., dr. ss; Liq, calcis ad oz. viij, A solution oflsulphur- 
et of potassa in water is sometimes very effectual-dr. ij to oz. iy.-Idem, 

Pepsin in Cholera Infantum. — Dr. Hawley, of Green Point, N. Y, 
{Buffalo Medical Journal) , recommends pepsin in the advanced stages 
of cholera infantum and other diseases of children in which the digest- 
ive power is weakened. To a child a year old he gives five grains 
every three hours, combining it sometimes with an equal quantity of 
subnit. bismuth. — Idem, 

GossrpiuM. — Some regard the action of this medicin as a parturifa- 
cient and emmenagogue superior to ergot, being sure, speedy and safe 
in difficult, painful and protracted labors, and also controlling the irreg- 
ularities of females, and alleviating their peculiar monthly suffering. — 
Med. and Surg. Reporter y September 5, 1868. 
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Liquor Calcis in Albuminuria. — A German practitioner recom- 
mends lime water as a diuretic in acute Bright's Disease and general 
anasarca. 'He used it with success in one case, the urine gradually in- 
creasing, the albumen diminishing, and the tube casts increa8ing.-7</tfm. 
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PETITION 

OF 

DOCTORS OF MEDICINE IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

PRATING 

That certain crude foreign drugs mag be placed upon the free li$t. 



January 22, 1869. — Referred to Committee on Finance and ordered 
to be printed. 



Washington, January 10, 1869. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 

The undersigned beg leave to represent to your honorable body that 
under the existing tariff a high duty is imposed on many foreign drugs 
and medicines in daily and common use by the American people — 
articles which do not come in competition with any of our domestic 
products, inasmuch as they are not the growth or production of our own 
country — that, in some instances, this duty amounts to more than 150 
per cent., thus imposing a heavy burden upon the sick, as well as an 
onerous tax on country medical practitioners, who are often obliged to 
furnish the sick poor with medicines, for which they are unable to pay. 
Moreover, none of these articles can be regarded as luxuries, or in any 
other aspect than necessary agents in the ordinary treatment of dssease, 
a. condition which renders its subjects helpless, and wholly unable to 
sustain the ordinary expenses of living. Besides, it is to be noticed that, , 
owing to the high prices of these medicines, they are very extensively 
and generally adulterated, so that it is very difficult to obtain them in 
a pure and genuine state while the cost, as above stated, places them 
beyond the reach of the poorer classes. The temptatiou to adulterate 
medicines as well as all other articles is in proportion to their maiket 
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value ; the higher the price, therefore, the more difficult will it be to 
procure them pure and genuine. In f egar d to amount of revenue de- 
rived l&om tliese articles, it is unnecessary to show that it can be raised 
by a slightly increased duty on articles that need protection, thus ex- 
empidng these from taxation. ' 

For thesjB and oth^r valid rensons which might be specified, it is re- 
spectfully asked that the following named foreign drugs be placed upon 
the free Jist : 

Artielesy Present Duty. 

Peruvian^ Lima, Callsaya, and all other cinehona barka. . 40 percent. 

Bhubarb 50 cts. per lb. 

Ajoes , r j5 cts. per lb. 

Jalap 50 cts. per lb. 

Sarsaparilla , 20 per cent. 

Senna 20 per cent. 

Squills i 12 cts. per lb. 

Ipecacuanha , . . . 50 cts. per lb. 

Glim guaicum 20 per cent. 

Camphor : 50 cts. per lb. 

Assafoetida 20 per cent. 

Cantharides 50 cts. per lb. 

Gamboge 10 cts. per lb. 

Myrrh 20 per cent. 

Hyojscyamus * 20 per cent. 

Conium (leaves) , . . . , 20 per cent. 

Buchu (leaves) 40 per cent. 

Cubebs 10 cts. per lb. 

Colocynth 40 per cent. 

Belladonna (leaves) 40 per cent. 

It is "not proposed, nor is it desirable,' that the duty on the foreign 
preparations of the above drugs should be removed, such as solid and 
fluid extracts, tinctures, pills, &c., as it is believed this would only 
s€^e to stimulate still more their adulteration by foreign dealers and 
mattltif^ttrers, and thus render it still more difficult than at present to 
obtain g^ft^itie dnigs add medicines.' 

(5HRIS. C. COX, M. D., LL. D., 
Commissioner of Pensions* 

R. H. GILBERT/ M.D., 

Board of Meview, and Appeal, Pension Ojffice, 

J. H AB«¥ THOMPSON. Mi D., 

Professor Mpiical Deparimeht Oedrg^town CoUept.i 
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J.C. HALL^M. D., WaMmfUit^ D. C.^ 
3. M. TONBB» M. D., TTotM^Am, J9. O, 
G. M. DOVE, M. 0., 
Prof, of Tkeoiy cmd FraeHee of JMidne, Nat JM. OoU$g^ 

HARVBY LINDSLY, VL D^ 
JNO. OBDRONAUX, M. D., 
Prof Medical Jurisprudence Columbian Colkge. 

CHARLES A. LEE, M. D., 
Profeuor Materia Medicay University of Buffalo^ N. 71 

THOMAS ANTISBLL, II. D., 
Professor Medical Department Oeorgetown College, 2>. C 

J. E. DEXTER, M. D., 

Secretary Board of Mealtk. 

JNO. FRED« MAY, M. D. 
NATHAN S. LINCOLN, M.»D., 
Porfessor Surgery ^ National Medical College. 

D. W. BLISS, M. D. 
THO& MILLER, M. D. 
JBmeritus Professor Anatomy^ ote., Nat Med College. 

JAMES T. YOUNG, M. D., 
STUART ELDRIDGE, M. D., 
Demonstrator Anatomy, Oeorgetown Medical College. 

G. A. WHEELER, M. D, 
SuROBOK Genxbal's Offiox, 

Washington D. C% January 21, 1869. 

Any legislation which will reduce the cost of ''crude drugs " will 
tend to secure greater purity in the preparations made from them, and 
is therefore greatly to the interest of the entire community. 

J. K. BARNES, 
Surgeon General United States Army. 
Bureau Mxdioinx avd Surgiet. 

I fuUy concur in the foregoing views of the Suigeon General. 

P. J. HORWITZ, Chief of Bureau. 



TAX AND DUTIES ON MEDICINES. 



We haye heretofore alluded to the enormous tax which is imposed 
upon the medical profession by an nnnecessary and onerous import 
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du^ on artielet wUch oaaaot be produced liere. It is iwrticulArly eeTere 
wlieQ the gold premimn ii consider^. The drags have to be paid for 
IB gold ; the duty is peid in g<dd; snd freight and insurance in gold ; so 
that, an article costing J.<K) on the other side pejring ^ percent on gold 
will cost here as follows : 
Cost of article say l.OO, 

Premium on gold • 40 1.40 

Duty 50 

Premium on gold • • 20 70 

Exchange. 10 

Freight and Insurance 7 

Tbja will explain to our readers why articles whieh are quoted low 
in London are so dear here. We will in another number give some 
interesting statistics upon this subject 



WHITE MOUNTAIN MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



The White Mountain Medical Society held its 49th anniversary at the 
Iiancaster House, in Lancaster, on the 27th ult There was a good 
representation of the Profession present. After the examination of 
quite a number of patients, introduced by the different members of the 
society, and an animated and interesting discussion of the subject of 
Typhoid Fever, as it prevails in this latitude, the Society proceeded to 
the choice of officers for the ensuing year. 

Dr. John McNabb of Wells River, Vt, was by acclamation elected 
President for the year. — On accepting the office, the venerable Docter, 
in a very effective and feeling address to the members present, alluded 
to the early history of the Society, when he and his associates, 50 years 
ago, petitioned the Legislature of this State for a act of incorporation; 
how, being the only survivor of the physidans of that day — ^Drs. Lyman, 
Hunking, Bums, Lombard, Jewett, Dewey, and Doe, his illustrious 
compeers, having gone, he alone being left to be elected to preside over 
the 49th Anniversary of the Society which they then organized — ^it 
would be expecting most too much of a kind Providence, which had 
spared him most four score years and ten, to permit him the pleasure 
of again meeting with the Society ; but if it did, he should be most 
happy to preside over its 50th Anniversary. 

On motion, the following resolutions were adopted : 

Whbbbas, since the last annual meeting of this Society, death has 
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again invaded our ranks, and removed from among us three of our old- 
est and honored members of this Society — Drs. Lombard, Burns and 
Hunking — ^therefore, 

^solved. That this Society desires to bear its grateful testimony to 
the high character for scientific and professional excellence of our de 
ceased friends, and that we rejoice in the universal recognition which" 
has been bestowed upon their unquestioned probity and purity, which 
have ever characterized • them in all their relations of life. 

Resolved, That the life and character of our disceased associates du- 
ring a professional career of more than half a century, so duly honored 
and respected, should stimulate those of us who "remain to succeed them, 
to emulate their example and merit and attain similar appreciation. 

Resolvedy That we deeply sympathise with their respective families 
in their bereavment, and that a^copy of these resolutions be sent them 
by the officers of the Society. 

Resolved, That we see with gratitude and admiration the success and 
perfection to which Tilden dc Co. have aimed, in the perfection of their 
medical preparations, and we assure them that a continuous exertion on 
their part shall be rewarded by the use and recommendation of their 
preparations by this Society. 

Voted, that the next meeting of this Society be held in Whitefield 
in July next ; Annual Meeting in January next, at Littleton. 



CALEDONIA MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



The first annual session of the Caledonia County Medical Society 
was held at Barnet, Vt., with a goodly number of its members present. 
^ Also, delegations from Orleans County Medical Society, Moose Hil- 
lock and White Mountain Medical Associations. Exercises consisted 
in addi^esse's by president and secretary ; examination of presented and 
reported cases, discussions, dsc. After adoption of the following 
re&M>hit^n: 

Re$(yhkd, That this Society tender their thanks to Messrs. Tilden 6e 
Co., for the gratuitous distribution of their preparations and publituitions. 
We also recommend the use of their preparations by the profession 
generally, believing them to be pure and reliiable!. 

AJj«iuil!ed, to hold itis next semi-annual session at Lynddnville, on 
Wednesday, July 7, 1869. 

Corespondents will oblige by writing plainly their natMs^ town, 
county and state. We are frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, !£. D. 



► {Poke.) 

Natural Order, Phytolaccacece. 

In the Linnean artificial classification, this genus will be f ound in 
class Decandria^ order Decaffynia. 

Generic Character — Calyx, none ; corol, 5-petaled, or o- 
cleft, calyx-like, inferior ; berry, 10-celled, lOngeedeA By some 
botanists the corol is called a calyx. 

Specific Character. — ^Flowers whitish, blooms in Ju]y. The 
root is perennial. Leaves ovate, acute at both ends; flowers, ra- 
cemed ; berries, flattened at the enda Height, from three to six 
feet 
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Habitat. — It is a native of Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Bar- 
bary States in Africa, and of North America. The genus Phyto- 
lacca has six species, the P, heptandra is said to be a native of 
America, its flowers have seven stamens. The P. octandra has 
eight stamens, and is a native of Mexico. P. icosandra flowers 
twenty-stamined and ten-styled, which is a native of the East 
Indi^ P. dodecandra flowers fifteen-stamened, and five to eight- 
styled ; habitat, Abssynia. P. diotca flowers dioecious, with many 
stamens, this is a native of South America. According to the 
sexual system, this genus should be dismembered. Some of the 
species have been transferred to other genera. The species decan- 
dra, is the only one, which, strictly speaking, agrees with its class 
and order (Bigelow.) 

History. — Mention is made of this plant by Parkinson in 1640. 
He called it splanum magnum virginianum rubrum. Phytolacca, 
derives its name from the Greek phuton^ plant, and lachanon, pot- . 
herb, the young sprouts being one of the best substitutes for as- 
paragus. If the shoots have attained much size, they act as a 
cathartic It is known by several popular names in different 
localities, such as poke, garget, cocum, jalap, scoke, coakum, and 
pigeon-berry. The ashes of the stem and leaves contain forty-two 
per cent of potassa. M. Braconnot states that the ashes procured 
by incinerating the stalks, afforded nearly sixty-seven per cent of 
dried alkaline carbonate, and forty-two per cent of pure caustic 
potash. M. Braconnot, as quoted by Bigelow, found that at a 
moderate temperature, the juice of the berries underwent the vin- 
ous fermentation, and yielded alcohol by distillation. Dr. Shultz. 
obtained from half a bushel of the berries six pints of spirit suffic- 
iently strong to take fire and bum with readiness (Bigelow.) Says 
Dr, Bigelow, in its medicinal properties the root of the phytolacca 
decandra approaches nearer to ipecacuanha than any American 
vegetable he has hitherto examined. From abundant experience, 
the result of many trials made in dispenary practice, he is satisfied 
that^when ,properly fprepared, it operates in the same doses and 
witli the same certainty as the South American emetic. He testi- 
fies that "ten grains of the powder will rarely remain on the 
stomach, and twenty or thirty produce a powerful operation by 
emesis and generally by catharsis. Dr. Bigelow observes, voL i, 
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p. 47 : " Dr. Fisher, of Beverly, informs me that whenever he has 
used the phytolacca, it has performed its duty as an emetic perfectly 
well, and that in one patient, a female of irritable stomach, in 
whom previous emetics had always excited severe spasms, ten 
grains of the phytolacca operated eflfectually, and no spasm fol- 
lowed." The vintners in Portugal for many years used the juice 
of the berries of this plant to give a deep red color to the red port 
wines, to wHch it was thought to communicate a disagreeabl. taste 
when mixed in too great a quantity. Complaint of this being made 
to the Government, orders were issued that the plants should be 
cut down and destroyed before they produced berries. 

Properties. — Emetic, cathartic, alterative, diuretic, and slightly 
narcotia Some claim for it antiherpetic, anti- syphilitic, and anti- 
scorbutic properties. The active principle of the root is called 
phy tolaccin, of which one-fourth of a grain to a grain is consid- 
ered a dosa 

Em:ployment.--^E^eumatism. — The phytolacca has some re- 
putation, says Dr. Bigelow, in the treatment of rheumatism. — 
Many authors testify to its value in this disease. Dr. Griffits, 
formerly a professor in the University of Pennsylvania, is 
quoted by Dr. Bigelow, as having found it of great use in 
syphilitic rheumatism. Dr. King testifies that the extract of 
the root is an excellent remedy for the removal of those severe 
pains attending mercmo-syphilitic affections, in which, he says, it is 
more beneficial than opium. He observes that the root excites the 
whole glandular system, and has been highly extolled in syphilitic, 
scrofulous, rheumatic, and cutaneous diseases. Dr. Shultz sustains 
the same sentimenta Dr. Lee remarks that in the Southern States 
as well as in other parts of our country, this agent is considered 
very beneficial in rheumatism. It might be well in many cases to 
adroinister this remedy in combination with other agents. Suita- 
ble cathartics and^ diuretics should be given. Should the urine, 
when tested, display an increase of acid, the bicarbonate of potassa 
or of soda should be alternated with the phytolacca, and continued 
until the renal secretions exhibit the alkaline test Fuller, as 
quoted by Dr. Flint, in his invaluable treatise on the practice of 
medicine, p. 829, says he considers the patient safe fi*om cardiac dis- 
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ease when the urine becomes alkaline, and he remains safe so long 
as this condition of the urine, is maintained The administration 
of the Phytolacca in this malady does not preclude other thera- 
peutic agents, which are to be employed with reference to particu- 
lar indications in various cases. Sometimes this remedy may be 
used to great advantage associated with colchicum, or even with 
opium. Hyoscyamus may often be given in conjunction with it 
Phytolaccin, the active principle of phytolacca, is highly com- 
mended in this and many other kindred diseasea Dr. Coe's estimate 
of this agent, I take the liberty to put before the readers of the 
Journal. In his work entitled " Concentrated Organic Medicines," 
p. 287, he says : " In phytolacin, we have one of the most decided 
and efficient alteratives embraced in the range of the materia med- 
ica. It is not a remedy of doubtfiii powers, but uniform, certain^ 
and reliaole in its action. In all conditions of chronic disease, 
wherein there is tardiness of action on the part of the exhaling, 
absorbing, secreting, or eliminating vessels, or a viscid and plastic 
condition of the blood and fluids, the phytolacin will be found the 
most efficient, as well as the safest remedy that can be brought to 
bear. In cold and languid conditions of the system it will rouse 
an action when other remedies fail of their accustomed effects. 
When podophyllin seems tardy in awakening the liver from its 
torpor from one to two grains of phytolacin, added to each dose, 
will be found a most desirable and efficient adjunctircL It becomes 
almost indispensable in the treatment of long standing disorders 
of the liver, when once its full value is known. In doses of from 
one to two grains twice or three times a day, the phytolacin proves 
a certain, safe, and effectual resolvent and alterative, manifesting 
its influence throughout the entire glandular system." Dr. Coe's 
estimate of this remedy may yet be the means of bringing it into 
greater notoriety and employment He observes : " Rheumatism 
is a disease affording a fair field for the employment of the phyto- 
lacin. It is of more utility in the chronic than in the acute form. 
In the latter form, however, it may be employed with advantage 
when the febrile stage is passed, and as a prophylactic against a 
recurrenca In articular and mercurial rheumatism, we deem it 
superior to, and much safer than iodide of potaesa. We have used 
it with much success in these cases, particularly in combination 
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with stillingin and xanthoxylin. We usually combine them in 
the lollowing manner : — 

51 Phytolaccin, stillingin, xanthoxylin aa 3j. Mix and divide 
into twenty powders. Dose, o^'e three times daily. We some- 
times vary the formulae, substituting macrotin for xanthoxyhn as 
follows: — 

9 Phjrtolacin, 3j ; stillingin, ^ij ; macrotin, grs. x. Mix, and 
divide into twenty powders. Administer same as above. Twice 
a week give the following powder : — 

9. Podophyllin, gr. j ; leptandrin, grs. ij ; gelseminin, gr. ss. 
Mix, and let it be taken at bed-time. The bowels should be kept 
in a perfectly soluble condition during the course of the treatment" 
Let us test this article, and see if these statements prove orthodox. 

Scrofula. — Copland, in treating of the diseases which occasion 
this malady, says that it can not be doubted that vaccination favon 
the prevalence of the several forms of scrofula. Lugol remarks 
that scrofulous children have always tubercles in the lungs. Ali- 
bert says, that " almost all the scrofulous cases at St Louis are 
owing to a syphilitic infection transmitted hereditarily ; " and 
Camper, Stoll, Portal, and Hufeland entertain a similar opinion. 
(Copland). Any remedy that possesses properties capable of ar- 
resting the ravages of this disease should be appreciated and made 
public. Dr. King says it has been highly extolled m this malady. 
Dr. Lee speaks of phytolac^^a as an alterative, and a remedy for 
allaying pain in scrotulous affections, and says that he has found 
the fluid extract the most reliable of all the preparations, in dqses 
of from ten to twenty drops. He advises it to be given with the 
syrup of sarsaparilla, and a small quantity, one to two grains of 
iodide of potassa. He remai'ks : " The phytolacin of Tilden's, 
which seems to be the active principle, is now used successfully as 
an alterative tonic, in doses of from one-fourth to one grain."' Dr. 
Coe says : " Phytolacin, in connection with tonics, is of admii-able 
utility in the cure of scrofula. It should be given in small doses, 
and alternated with hydrastin, or corn.n, or cerasin, or iron. If it 
be desirable to employ other alteratives, it will answer a better 
purpose to alternate them than to combine them. Among the 
latter we may mention stillingin, alnuin, chimaphilin, rumin, and 
corydalin." 
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Dr. Lee remarks in the Journal of Materia Medica, v. 3, 
p. 322 : " The extract, as well as tincture, has been a good deal 
employed in scrofulous affections, and with very beneficial resulta** 

Syphilis. — Notwithstanding the very great antiquity of this 
malady, and the broad track of desolation it has left in all parts of 
the world, its treatment has been, and still is more empirical than 
that of any other disease which has been so long investigated 
by men of science, almost in every period of the world's history. 
Mercurial remedies have had their supporters and their objectors. 
Many authors have arrived* at the conclusion that venereal affec- 
tions of every description are curable without mercury, and espec- 
ially all secondary and tertiary forms of the disease. Dr. Copland 
says, vol. 3, p. 1485 : " Mercury is not, therefore, a specific against 
any form of syphilitic disease or virus, and is not essential to its 
cure ; thousands having been easily, effectually, and permanently 
cured of every form and in every stage of the venereal disease 
without having taken a particle of mercury." Dr. Coe observes, 
p. 289 : " For the cure of syphilis and mercurio-syphilitic disorders 
the phytolacin is quite equal to any other organic remedy. If the 
patient be brought properly under its influence, and proper atten- 
tion be paid to diet, regimen, and auxiliary treatment, a cure is 
almost certain. Care must be taken however, that the patient's 
system does not become too much relaxed, which may be avoided 
by the use of suitable stimulants and tonics, By employing the 
phytolaccin for three or four days at a time, and then alternating 
with corydalin for an equal period, which is of itself a decided 
tonic, the necessity for employing other tonics will be lessened. 
Smilacin will be a valuable adjunctive to the phytolacin in the 
treatment of syphilis. Also stillingin, myricin, irisin and ampe- 
lopsin. One or more of these agents may be combined with the 
phytolacin at the discretion of the practitioner. The severe pains 
attending tertiary syphilis, and mercurio-syphilitic complications 
are more effectually relieved by the use of the phytolacin than by 
any other remedy. In these cases it may sometimes be advanta- 
geously employed in connection with hyoscyamiri." Dr. King 
says that the use of phytolacca has been very highly extolled in 
syphilitic diseases. Dr. Lee speaks favorably of the employment 
of this remedy in this malady. He gives the preference to the 
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fluid extract, as being the most reliable of all the preparations of 
this drug. He makes very &vorable mention of the employment 
of the phy tolaccin, the active principle of the plant, prepared by 
Mr. Tilden. Should this agent &il to cure, in some cases, as 
almost any single remedy is liable to it should be associated with 
other measures, according to the judgment of the practitioner. 
So valuable an alterative as this, can scarcely fitil of being a 
valuable adjunct in the treatment of this ruthless disease. 

GoNOBBH(BA. — ^This affection is often associated, or complicated 
with, many harassing sequences. Some of the ordinary com- 
plications are gonorrhoeal rheimiatism, G. ophthalmy, and an ex- 
tension of the disease to the ureters and kidneya Id the treatment 
of gonorrhoeal rheumatism much benefit may be expected by 
employing the phytolacca in conjunction with a free use of the 
extract of conium and small doses of colchicum. Sometimes it 
may be used in combination with moderate doses of opium. 

Dr. Coe says gonorrhoea has been successfully treated with phy- 
tolacin. He remarks that it is peculiarly serviceable in cases of 
longstanding. 

Leucorrh(BA. — ^There are many forms of this affection, most of 
which are symptomatic of functional or organic diseases of the 
female organs, or, as Dr. Copland says, of disorder of the general 
health. It is a disease that may occur at any period of life frbm 
infancy to old age, (Copland). Various preparations of iron hare 
been used in this affection and often with succesa Cubebs, quinine, 
and the compound tincture of ben^iu, have had their advocates. 
Phytolacia is depended on, by some in the treatment of this malady, 
and reports, ofi, its use, are fevorabla There are many cases in 
which this remedy will be found serviceable in combination witJx 
subnitrate of bismuth, ferrum, ammonise murias, or quinine. Ad- 
ministered with tonics, and calhaxtics if indicated, this remedy 
will display its valuable properties, in the treatment of this malady. 

Tinea Capitis. — Dr. Bigelow says v. 1, p.. 49 : — " The external 
application of Pytolacca has been found useful in a variety of cases, 
by its action as a local stimulant The ointment and extract have 
commonlv been employed for this purpose. These preparations 
usually excite a sense of heat and smarting on first being: applied. 
I have cured cases of psora with the ointment, and Dr.. Hayward 
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states, that he found it successful in cases where sulphur had ladl- 
ed. A case of tinea capitis of twelve years standing, which had 
resisted various kinds of treatment, was also cured by this ap- 
plication." It may be employed in this malady internally as well 
as externally. Other remedies may be associated with it in the 
treatment of this disease. Im obstinate cases of long sanding, it 
should be used in connection with the extract of Solanum dul- 
camara, a valuable adjuvant, in the treatment of this disease. 
This may also be used, both internally and externally. Phy tolaccin 
maybe used as an external application, in the form of an ointment 
or tincture. Fifteen grains rubbed up with one ounce of lard, 
makes a very suitable ointment and the same quantity, dissolved 
in one oimce of alcohol, forms a tincture, which may be diluted 
with water before applied. It is said that pytolaccin possesses con- 
siderable discutient power, and the ointment applied to tumors, 
glandular swellings, etc., will frequently discuss them. It has 
been used by Farriers to reduce hard and enlarged udder of the 
cow, attendant upon lactation. Its resolvent properties are dis- 
played in promoting the absorption of abnormal deposits and ex- 
udations. 

Scabies. — There is abundant evidence that Pytolacca will cure 
the itch, and many other cutaneous eruptions. 

Asthma. — The medicinal properties of the root of phytolacca 
decandra, have been said to approach nearer to ipecacuanha than 
any other American vegetable. Ipecac has been advocated in 
this disease, and so has phytolacca Wilson N. Hunt M. D., has 
a short article in the college Journal, of June 1856, p. 234, ia 
which he says that he has used the phytolacca decandra in the 
treatment of asthma in its various grades, with such uniform 
success as to induce him to regard it as almost a specific in this 
dreadfiil malady. He prepares it according to the following 
formula : — 

51 Phytolacca decandra, - - - - 5 ^ 
Whisky, ^l 

Digest for fourteen days and filter. Dose, a table-spoonfal three 
times a day for several days, when it may be discontinued, to be 
resumed again on the first appearance of a return of the symptoms 
of the disease, and taken as before directed, modifying the dose 
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according to the susceptibility of the patient Should this fail of 
accomplishing its design, it may be administerd in combination 
with lobelia, or chloroform, or in sulphuric ether. 

Some cases will be benefited by alternating the phytolacca with 
stramoniunL 

In those forms of asthma arising from or connected with disease 
of the heart, it will be found beneficial to administer this remedy 
in conjunction with carbonate of ammonia. In such forms of 
asthma Dr. Hope, as quoted by Waring, states that he has de- 
rived more benefil fix)m this salt, in doses of x-xv gr., than from 
any other remedy. In a very obstinate case which resisted all 
other medicines, the following formula afforded great relief: — ^R 
Ammon. Sesquicarb. gr. viii, Antim. Tart gr. fourth, Aq. Anisi £ 
5 iss, M. ft haust, altema hora sumend. 

Carcinomatous Affections. — ^Dr. Coe remarks, p. 290: — 
" Phy tolacin has been much employed in the treatment of carcin- 
omatous aflfections. It is, undoubtedly, as efficient an alterative 
as can be safely employed in that disease. Its beneficial effects 
are most apparent in cases of open cancer. The patient's system 
should be brought fully under its constitutional influence, and the 
Phytolacin applied to the ulcer. It may be used either alone or 
combined with hydrastin, equal parts. To relieve the foetor of 
cancerous sores, it should be combined with Baptisin. The phy- 
tolacin, applied either in the form of a paste with water, or in 
strong alcoholic tincture, has been found quite effectual in that 
species of cancer known as lupus, when used in the early stages. 
Also in removing warts and corns. The strength of the ointment 
and tincture above directed for external application may be varied 
to suit occasion, being careful not to apply it too freely when an 
extensive abrasion of the surface exists." 

Dr. Bigelow, in treating upon this subject, states ; — " The Phy- 
tolacca is one of those vegetables whi3h has had its temporary 

reputation for the cure of cancer. * 
For this purpose it has been resorted to in various parts of the 

world, and many men of science have been convicts to its efficacy, 

among whom were Dr Golden and Dr. Franklin of our country. 

But like other vegetable specifies for cancer, it owes its character 

* Bi^relow's Materia liedica, yol. I, p. 50. 
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to an imperfect discrimination of that disease, and a misapplication 
of the nama All, that can be strictly inferred from the various 
accoimts we have had on this subject, is, that the plant has often 
proved useful in malignant ulcers by its stimulating and almost 
escharotic effects, frequently producing an eschar, and thus alter- 
ing the condition of the ulcerated surfacei" The following letter 
from Dr. Franklin to Dr. Golden may be found in Dr. Bigelow*s 
mat med. v. 1, p. 193. "I am heartily glad to hear more in- 
stances of the success of the Poke- weed in the cure of cancer. 
Tou will deserve highly of mankind for the communication* But 
I find in Boston they are at a loss to know the right plant, some 
asserting it is what they call Mechoacan, others other things. In 
one of their late papers it is publicly iiequested that a perfect de- 
scription may be given of the plant, ite places of growth, etc. 
I have mislaid the paper, or would send it to you- I thought 
you had described it pretty fully." The following is a letter from 
Dr. Franklin to M. Dubourg. 

" I apprehend that our poke weed is what botanists term Phy- 
tolacca This plant bears berries as large as peas. The skin is 
black, but it contains a crimson juica It is this juice thickened 
by evaporation in the sun which was employed. It caused great 
pain, but some persons were said to have been cured. I am not 
quite certain of the facts ; all that I know is that Dr. Golden had 
a good opinion of the remedy." Many diseases have been men- 
tioned in this paper for which the phy tolacca has been found use- 
ful ; and many more have been attested to by writers of distinction. 
As an alterative few remedies can be found equal to it, and it has 
claims to merit, sufficiently strong, to introduce it to the profession, 
as an efficient agent, in most cases where an alterative effect is 
desirable. Those who have used it extensively in their practice, 
are solicited to send us the result of their experience with this, 
hitherto, neglected remedy. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract, - - - Dose, 10 to 80 drops. 

Solid Extract, - - - '^r " 1 to 4 grams. 

Phytolaccin, - . . " l_4 to 1 grain. 

Pills of Phytolacca, - - - - 1 grain each. 

" " Phytolaccin, - - - 1-2 grain eacL 
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TINCTURE OF POKK 

Fluid Extract, four ounces. 

Diluted Alcohol, . . . - . one pint 
Dose — ^Half to one draoL 

SYRUP OF POKE. 

Fluid Extract, •-.-.- two ounces. 
Syrup, - " - - - - fourteen ouncea 
Dose — Ono to two drams. 

COMPOUND WINE OF POKE. 

Fluid Extract, - - - - - half ounce. 

White Turpentine, . . - . half ounce. 

Sherry Wine, two pints. 

DosB — ^Half to cue dram. 

Ointment of poke. 
Solid Extract, two ounces. 

Lard, ^half pouijd. 

COMPOUND PILLS OF POKE. 

Solid Extract of Poke, - - - two drama 

" " " Stillingia, - - - one dram. 

" " " Stramonium, - - eight grains. 

Mix, and divide into sixty piUs. Dose — One pill every two, 
three or four houia Useful in mereurial syphilitic pain in thebonea, 
rheumatism, syphilis, and scrofula^ 
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STILLINOIA IN SYPHILIS. 

BY DR. J. 0. li'HECHANy CIKCINITATI, OHIO. 

" In the American Medical Recorder for April, 1828, (vol. xiii., page 
dl2y) Dr. Simons recommended the use of stillingia in secondary syphi- 
lis, in place of mercury. This article, at the time, attracted consider- 
able notioe, and the drug came into popular use. Doctors Lopez and 
IVost also wrote iu favor of its use, and confirmed the views of Simons 
in regard to its efficacy in syphilis. 

For the past few years, owing to some unaccountable reason, it has 
been seldom prescribed- We'^have used the drug in a certain form of 
syphilis, and with the finest results, and have seen Dr. Dawson, Sur- 
geon to' the Cincinnati Hospital, prescribe it frequently, with the most 
marked effect^ when other remedies had failed. 

The form of syphilis in Which it is most useful, is secondary, where 
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the symptoms of tertiary are just beginning to manifest themselves, 
but it is also uselul later in the tertiary form, in combination with 
iodide of potassium. 

In secondary syphilis, in broken down subjects, mercury is, of course, 
objectionable, and if administered, cannot be carried to the point 
where it would have a marked effect upon the syphilitic eruption. If 
mercury cannot be administered, there are but few remedies left to 
prescribe, and the principal ones, perhaps, are sarsaparilla, and iodide 
of potafsium. The latter remedy is very good in the tertiary, form, 
but in the secondary, it has been found almost inert, having but very 
little, if any, efiect upon the eruption. Sarsaparilla, at one time, had 
^ite a reputation, and it was thought next to impossible for a patient 
to recover without its administration. It is now seldom administered, 
except for its moral effect, unless outside of the regular profession. 
Now, in primary, we have iodide of mercury, (and in healthy subjects 
it is the proper remedy in secondary), and in tertiary, the iodide of 
potassium. But here is a vacancy. What is the remedy in secondary 
when the patient is broken down in health, or when mercury has been 
used without effect ? There is but one remedy in the materia medica 
that can fill the vacancy properly, and that one is stillingia. For 
broken down patients with the syphilitic eruption, to patients on whom 
mercury has had no effect, and to patients in whom the bones have 
become affected and the secondary manifestations still continue, let this 
remedy be given : 

Case. 1 — Jno. L , laborer, aged twenty five, came under our care 

August 10th : had primary disease eighteen months previous to this 
time; suffered greatly from the eruption; general health very poor. 
Put upon tonics, and in conjunction with them, stillingia. In one month, 
the eruption almost disappeared. 

Cabb II — Ferdinand G , aged twenty two, applied for relief 

July 25th ; had the eruption in various part» of the body, and bones 
of the nose were necrosed ; the parietal bone of the right side was also 
undergoing necrosis. For the eruption, prescribed stillingia, and for 
the tertiary symptoms, iodide of potassium ; he also took supporting 
and tonic remedies, and a little surgical interference was necessary in 
regard to the dead bones. In a few weeks he was much better, and he 
is still improving in his general health. At present, the eruption has 
entirely disappeared. 

The best preparation of the drug is the stillingin, and of this, two 
grains can be given three times a day. Of course the drug is not to 
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be relied on to the exclusion of other remedies, such as tonics, iron 
and supporting remedies, but is to be used in conjunction with them. — 
Western Jovrnal of Medicine. 
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BELLADONNA IN H00PINGW30UG-H. 



BT DR. B. 8. WOODWORTH, FORT WATNX. 



I heard Brown Sequard say, in a speech or lecture before the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, at Baltimore, a few years ago, that hooping- 
cotigh could be cured in three days by belladonna. But that in order 
to do this, it would be necessary that the physician should stay in the 
house of the patient and watch the effects of the medicine. I took 
notes of this lectnre at the time, and on the first opportunity, I pre* 
scribed belladonna in doses that I had not previously dared to do. I 
became conrinced, however, that this drug was signally efficacio^ in 
hooping-cough, and I have never failed jsince that time, to give the 
medicine, not only in hooping-cough, but in many cases of cough 
among adults, that seemed to depend principally upon nervous de- 
rangements. A recent epidemic of hooping-cough in this • city has 
given me an opportunity to witness the effects of belladonna in a larger 
number of cases than I have previously witnessed it ; and I have no 
more doubt of the specific influence of it than I have of that of quinine 
in intermittent, or of ergot in producing contractions of the uterine 
muscles. By the way, although some have denied that the specific 
effects of the latter are certainly to be relied upon, 1 must truly say 

j that I never, after a practice of thirty years, knew it to fail. 

In the present epidemic I have treated about fifly cases — all but one 
were uncomplicated with other diseases. The exceptional case, a child 
four years old, had capillary bronchitis, and possibly very circumscribed 
pneumonia, and for several days death seemed imminent, but recovery 
took place. Most of the tases had had the usual symptoms of bron- 
chitis for several days before 1 prescribed for them — in short, the 
disease was fully developed. 1 began by prescribing the extract in as 

! large doses as I thought the patient would bear, and increasing it at 

every successive dose until the pupils were fully dilated, and then kept 
them dilated, being careful to tell the friends to watch the effect and 
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omit the medicine in case any dangerous symptom supervened. I 
have never seen any ill effects from it. In a majority of the cases that 
characteristic scarlet flush or efflorescence appeared, and with it an 
abatement of the cough, or of its spasmodic character. In a few cases 
I gave opium with the belladonna, or alternately. In that case the 
dilatation of the pupils will not be witnessed, if they be given in about 
the medium dose of each — they balancing (not neutralizing) each other. 
I believe it is now generally conceded, that those narcotics, which we 
call mydriatics, are antidotes (or nearly so) to those that produce con- 
traction of the pupil, and vice versa. But, perhaps, more experiments, 
or experience, are wanting to verify thi?. I, however, think it probable 
that we may find it advantageous to prescribe the two together some- 
times, thus avoiding the bad effects of either, while the good are ob- 
tained. This is no new principle in medicine, I am aware, and for a 
long time I have acted on that prindple in reference to quinine and 
opium--considering one an anti-congestive, while the other is congest- 
ive in its effect. 

Now, although I have not proved that Brown Sequard's saying diat 
hoopipg-coiigh can be citt^d in three days, I verily believe it can be 
greatly cut ^hort, and that there is no more need of hooping-cough 
c<nitinuing for months, than there is for ague continuing an indefinite 
length of time, when plenty of quinine can be found. — Western Jour- 
nal of Medicine. 
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POSITION IN SLEEPING-. 



It is an opinion among many that the positions of our bodies at night 
with reference to the cardinal points have some influence on the health. 
The following corroborative observations are by Henry Kenneny, A. B.^ 
M. B., in the Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science^ in an essay 
on the Acute Affections of Children : 

'* The last point in connection with my subject which I would notice 
here, is the position of the patient. I know not whether I am address- 
ing any one familiar with this' plan, but 'it is one which I have for 
several years past put in force, and often with very marked results. 
I had read in some book that sleep was oflen prevented from the position 
of the person not being in the right direction, and that to insure the 
soundest sleep the head should lie to the North ; and strange as this 
idea may at first sight appear, it has more in it than might be supposed. 
There are known to be great electrical currents always coursing in one 
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direction around the globe ; and there can be little doubt — in my own 
mind there is none — that our nervous systems are in some mysterious 
way connected with this universal agent, as it may be called electricity. 
I am probably addressing some who^re quite conscious of peculiar feel- 
ings on the approach of a thunder storm. I have known many such. 
At any rate, whatever the explanation be, when I read what I have 
stated, the idea at once struck me that it might be turned to account in 

the treatment of disease, and very shortly afterwards the following case 
occurred : 

A young lady, then about eleven years old, was seized with measles 
in severe form. There was very severe fever, relentless and raving, 
with a total abscence of sleep, and this state went on longer than the 
natural course of the disorder seemed to account for. In fact the fever 
did not come down with the decline of the eruption. 'Anodynes were 
given, but without any marked benefit. I then thought of what I had 
read, and directed the patient's position should be altered. She had 
been lying East and West, and she was now put North and South, and 
with a very striking result, as on the very first night she got sleep ; 
and though the fever, evidently like secondary ^fever of small pox, ran 
on some days longer, she did not suffer again from loss of rest. I must 
say, at the time this case occurred, I was quite unprepard for the result, 
and set it ^own more to chance than anything else. The fact, however, 
was enough in itself to draw my attention to the subject, and since then 
I have often put the same plan in force, and now cannot doubt that it 
is very frequently successful — ^I say frequently, for all are not equally 
susceptible. Nor, indeed, can this be expected. It applies, too, like- 
wise to adults ; and my friend, Dr. Grimshaw, has seen it put in force 
in some cases of fever in the Cork Street Hospital, and with marked 
benefit. I may remark, however, that it is not so striking in its effects 
on the poorer as on the richer classes of society ; and this seems to me 
just what might be expected, for it cannot be doubted that the nervous 
system in the middle and upper ranks^s always in a much more sensitive 
state than with their poorer brethren. Hence it is, that in fever hospitals 
sleeplessness is rare when compared with what occurs among the high- 
er classes. It is worth noting that even in healthy persons sleep will 
often be absent, or of a broken kind from the cause of which I am 
speaking. It is very common to hear people saying they can never 
sleep in a strange bed. Now, though many causes may conspire to 
this, I cannot doubt that amongst these ought to be placed the one to 
which your attention is being drawn. 
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One of the latest ca49es in which the means now brought forward 
were used, was that of a little girl I saw with my friend Dr. Denham, 
within the last month. Dr. Wilson of Coleraine Street, also saw the 
case. It was one of severe gastric fever, with the brain very much en- 
gaged, and for a few days, the symptoms were very like those which so 
often usher in hydrocephalus. In this case two of the means here 
spoken of were adopted. An anodyne poultice was applied to the 
abdomen, and the child's position was altered^ and with a result .which 
was very striking, for by the second day all danger had passed away, 
and the very first night of its adoption the child slept. I mention this 
case because it was seen by others. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 
— Leavenworth Medical Herald. 
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CHLORATE OF POTASH IN ABORTION. 



Editors Med. and Surg. Rbportsr : 

Having some year oi; so ago noticed in some journal (I think the 
Journal of Med, and Surg,, Philadelphia) that to chlorate potash, was 
attributed the surprising property of preventing abortion, I resolved 
to test its efficacy the first opportunity. Fortunately had not loHg to wait. 

Mr. M., called to see me in regard to his wife ; he told me she had 
advanced seven and a-half months in pregnancy, and from her com- 
plaints he thought she would have premature confinement, further 
stating to me that she had at two pievious pregnancies aborted at seven 
and a- half months I enjoined perfect rest, and prescribed chlorate 
potash three grains four times per day. I did hot have any more com- 
plaints from her until she had completed her gestatation. She was 
delivered of a fine " big " boy, which is now living and doing well. 

Case 2d, Mrs. S. had progressed two and a-half months in her 
gestation, when I was called in haste, found that she had all the symp- 
toms ef labor, but no rupturing of the membrane had taken place yet ; 
prescribed chlorate potash, three grains four times per day, with the 
addition of one-eighth grain morphia sulphatis. She told me she had 
aborted three times, at two and a-half months, and feared the same 
result this time. But since that time (which is two weeks) she has 
been doing well and attending to her doinestic duties. 

Two other cases I could mention with similar results, but deem it 
not necessary. — J, S, Lewis M, 2)., Farmington, Penn, Feb. 1st, 1869. 
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SCARLET FEVEB. 



The subjoined sensible remarks from the MediealTimeg and Gazette^ 
may be taken home and digested by many a corporation in this country. 

" If anything were wanting to show thikt scarlet fever belongs to the 
same class of diseases with erysipelas, hospital gangrene, typhoid fever, 
and the like, it is the identity of the questions which arise from time to 
time as to their origin and propagation, ^ome years ago the doctrine 
was that scarlet fever was propagated exclusively by infection ; and even 
after typhoid was known to be caused by sewer poison, the idea that 
the same could be the case with scarlet fever was treated as fanatical.. 
By the way, so far as we know, this idea was first enounced by Dr 
Druitt in a lecture on the sanitary state of dwelling-houses, at the- 
Royal Institution in 1859. Now, however, both doctrines seem to be^ 
held with even balance. No one can deny the spreading of scarlet 
fever from sick to healthy ; but the correlated doctrine that it can b& 
generated, or at least increased and propigated, by filth of all sorts, but 
more especially by sewer filth, is also acquiring daily greater prom- 
inence. So that, as with questions of quarantine, whilst contagion is 
justly shunned, the foul conditions of air, earth, and water which in- 
tensify contagion, are more justly denounced. A letter which Dr. 
Carpenter, of Croydon, has published in the Times of November 24th,. 
bears valuable testimony to the true sources of danger. We know 
for a fact that persons who would refuse to come within half a mile of 
a scarlet fever patient, and who profess dread at the smallest piece of 
scarf-skin that peels off, will yet breathe and drink sewer vapor and 
sewer water with sublime unconsciousness of danger. Dr. Carpenter 
says of scarlet fever : - 

" In most cases its destructive effects may be traced to some recently 
disturbed cesspool. It is severe with those living in an atmosphere 
such a condition engenders ; it is slight with those not exposed to such 
influence ; and this is the case with the majority of those living upon 
lines of sewers which are properly flushed and well ventilated ; not how- 
ever, on the elongated cesspools jinder streets of great cities. 

" It is more particularly the truth of the assertion that scarlet fever 
depends wholly upon contagion for its production that I wish to chal- 
lenge, and for the following reasons : I have twice been able to trace 
an outbreak of scarlet fever most distinctly to the spreading of slaughter- 
house manure upon the market gardens — in one case 500 yards distant 
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from the houses affected by it. The manure was spread and left ex. 
posed upon the ground for three days, to windward of some houses 
situated upon higher ground. They were all detached from each other, 
and not communicating with each other. Five days after the manure 
was thus exposed, seven cases of scarlet fever occurred simultaneously 
in six of the houses thus circumstanced. Not one of the parties affected 
knew any of the others, and there was no circumstance common to 
each, except the one I have mentioned. The symptoms of fever were 
most marked, but the ordinary means of isolation being adopted, there 
^as no spreading of the disease after its first appearance. The manure 
was ploughed in as soon as complaint of the stench was made. In the 
other case the impossibility of contagion was less marked, but many 
isolated cases occurred in a district exposed to the influence of slaughter- 
house manure. They all occurred, as far as I could learn, simultaneously, 
or nearly so, and there was no continuance of the disease. 

" Now, while slaughtering goes on as it does in large cities, while the 
refuse is used as a manure,' and carted without preparation over the 
country in hot seasons and spread over the land, while cesspool matter 
is used in the same way, while blood from slaughtering-places finds its 
way into sewers and putrefies there, the particular ferment producing 
scarlet fever is thus set free. Scarlet fever will continue to occur, in 
spite of all other sanitary improvements, and while such cases do arise 
its propagation will occur in ways quite impossible to discover, the 
penalties inflicted by the sanitary act notwithstanding. Every medical 
man attending the poor in great ctties is aware of this. I have seen 
poor persons at work as tailors, upholsterers, as weavers, and other 
trades, in the same room as that in which their children, sick with 
-scarlet fever, were lying. I have remonstrated with them upon the 
' danger of others by such a course. They have asked, with tears in 
their eyes, if they and their sick little ones were to starve. Thus the 
^disease is introduced into the households of the rich from the dwellings 
of the poor, and the vengence of Providence falls upon those who as a 
class, are more responsible for the origin of such diseases than the poor 
among whom it may first be engendered. We ought not to allow the 
presence of that matter which produces the disease — ^namely, animal 
matter in a particular state of decomposition. Remove all such before 
decomposition takes place, and you render scarlet fever comparatively 
harmless and infrequent." — Med, and Surg, Reporter, 
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SPEECH RESTORED BY ARTIFICIAL PALATlp. 

The Scientific American states : " The editor of the Bainbridffe Argus 
gives an interesting account of restoration of speech by means of aa 
artificial palate, made for him by Prof. Kingsley of New York College 
of Dentistry, He says : 

" ' All persons acquainted with us are aware of the loss of speech 
which we sustained in early life by the destruction of our palate, caused 
by scrofula. This almost totally disqualified us for auy business, call- 
ing us beyond the circle of our immediate friends and associates. A 
stranger could rarely understand a word we might say. We thank 
God that we are enabled to state to our friends tiiat by means of an 
artificial palate, put in our mouth by Dr. Kingsley, our speech has been 
entirely restored, and we are now,, for the first time during the last 
twenty-eight years, qualified to converse freely with any one without 
the slightest inconvenience or embarrassment, and withont being mis- 
apprehended or misunderstood in any word or sentence we may utter. 
It has proven a very great relief to us — so that our past life seems to 
have been an uninterrupted blank.' " — Dental Cosmos, 
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PURE AIR AN ANTIDOTE FOR PUREPERAL 

FEVER. 



An epidemic of puerperal fever broke out in the lying-in asylum of 
Vienna, during the winter of 1865. Prof. Stamm proposed te keep the 
windows open day and night, considering it safer to expose his patients 
to the danger of catarrhal attacks, than to the poison of puerperal fever. 
The presiding ofHcer, Prof. Carl Bra um, objected at first to such unusual 
treatment in mid -winter, but as the death-rate increased, he allowed a 
^careful trial; and as no evil consequences followed, he allowed the open- 
ing of the windows during day-time. The epidemic soon ceased ; but 
during March, new cases appeared, and although it raged during March 
and April, we could congratulate ourselves to have saved every case^ 
except the first one, by strict adherence to fresh air. — Medical Invest- 
igator. — 
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THEBAPEUTIC VALUE OF OXYGEN. 



We find it ia the 15th August number Bulletin de ITterajptuHque, 
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summed up at the conclusion of a long and admirable essay, by Dr. 
Constantin Paul, as follows : 

1. Oxygen is not a poisonous gas, and as much as thirty litres of it 
a day can be inhaled for days, without producing any ill eff^ts. Only 
after two or three weeks, does it commence to produce feverish symp- 
toms. 

2. Oxygen is a precious recourse in cases of asphyxia, especially 
when this condition is the result of accidents. 

3. It is a valuable remedy in attacks of nervous asthma, and even 
in humid asthma it will be found beneficial. 

4. In phthisis, oxygen has not yielded the good results hoped from it. 
It gives often temporary relief, but exacerbations follow, more severe, 
perhaps, than when it is not used. At best, it is but a palliative 
measure.— ^1/ec?. and Surg, Reporter, 
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OF 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



The Thkrapkutic Value of Olive-oil. — At the last meeting of the 
Harveian Society says the Brit, Med, Jour,^ Dr. Ramskill read a paper 
on the therapeutic value of olive-oil. The paper consisted of a history 
of two cases of gout, which he considered types of the kind of disease, 
and especially as to the stage ot it, in which the internal administration 
of olive oil was most useful. The first type was > represented by a 
patient affected with comparatively acute attacks, reappearing with very 
short intervals, and making little or no way towards convalescence. 
Bark, quinine, iron, had frequently failed to prevent a reappearance of 
the disease. Cod-liver oil was rarely borne at all. In such cases, olive- 
oil given when the patient lapsed in the interval, had answered all the 
requirements of the case in Dr. Kamskill's hands. Nutrition began to 
improve, and no more relapses occurred. The second class was a type, 
also, of a class of cases, where, all acute symptoms having long subsided^ 
vague and uneasy pain remained in all the joints — ^associated only with 
stiffness, difficulty and pain on movement. The general health meanwhile 
slowly deteriorated, with much general wasting ; and no impression could 
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be made (Hi the system by the usual tonics. Here the use of olive-oil 
was more quickly beneficial ; but it often seemed to act as a hamotogen. 
In true rheumatoid arthritis, the use of the oil was perhaps more ben- 
eficial than most ordinary remedies ; but Dr. Bamskill could make no 
assertion as to the favorable action of any single remedy on this dis- 
ease. The dose of olive-oil should not exceed a teaspoonful at the 
commencement ; it should be gradually increased, until a laxative effect I 

announced the attainment of such a dose as exceeded the absorbent \ 

power" of the stomach and intestines. Any vehicle containing a few 
drops of sulphuric ether would then help to assimilate the oil, and 
prevent diarrhoea. It was important to obtain perfectly firesh and new 
oil, to insure absence of rancidity, and consequent eructations and dis- 
order of the stomach. Dr. Kamskill considered the remedy as a com- 
bination of food and physic ; but still one unattainable by ordinary food 
and medicine. It was important to begin its administration when the 
patient was free fi*om acute attacks, or, at least, from fever. The pas- 
sage of pale urine, or of greenish yellow urine, that suggesting oxaluria^ 
was an indication for its use, especially if accompanied by hypochon- 
driasis, general malaise, and weariness and aching of joints. Dr Ram- 
skill said he had found great benefit from the use of olive-oil at the 
Hospital for Paralysis and Epilepsy, especially in cases of lead poison- 
ing, after the acute symptoms, such as colic, had subsided, always in 
the malnutrition accompanying paralysis of the extensors of the hands ; 
also in Cruvelhier's atrophy; and in epilepsy, associated with great 
cachexia. In all these conditions supposing cod-liver oil disagreeing, 
and therefore inadmissible. — DruggisHs Circular and Chemical Gazette. 



Bromide of Potassium for thb Sleeplessness of Infants. — M. Mou- 
tard-Martin has communicated to the French Academy of Medicine a 
memoir on " Some Applications of the Bromide of Potassium to the 
Medicine of Young Infants." Every one, he observes, admits the poss- 
ession of sedative properties by the bromide, and in this direction it 
has become one of the most useful substances in the Materia Medica. 
Bearing in mind its hyposthenic action in erethism of the nervous sys- 
tem, and its injiocuity, even in large doses, he believed that it might be 
employed with advantage in some of the pathological conditions of very 
young children. Among these sleeplessness, alike mischievous to the 
infant and wearying to the nurse, is one of very common occurrence. 

The child does not seem otherwise ill, but has a very great insufficien- 
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cy of sleep both by day and nighf, or only at night. Where a great 
Tariety of means has failed to remove this sleeplessness, the bromide 
succeeds in a remarkable manner, and M. Moutard-Martin adduces in 
his paper several cases in proof. His conclusions are — 1. The bromide 
of potassium giver, in small doses (from five to twenty centigrammes) 
is very well tolerated by young infants. 2. By its sedative action it 
cures insomnia in these cases. 3. Administered to infants suffering 
from the accidents of dentition, such as restlessness, insomnia^ cough, 
etc., it frequentle relieves these ; and it is probable that its employment, 
regulated with prudence, would sometimes prevent the occurrence of 
convulsions. 4. It should not be administered to infants when suffer- 
ing from diarrhoea.' 5. In certain exceptional cases in which the nervous 
erethism is predominent, its action is prompt and decisive. — Medical 
Times and Gazette, — Medical News and Library, 



Chlorides of Sodium and Potassium in the Assimilation and Ex- 
ORKTiON OF Iron. — Dr. N. Woronichin has made some researches on this 
point. It is well known that not only is iron taken up into the system with 
our ordinary daily food, but also that it overflows, so to speak, to a certain 
small extent in the urinary secretion, the feces, etc. Dr. Woronichin 
fed the dogs on which he experimented with a food which was entirely 
free from iron — casein prepared free of fat, and distilled water. Com- 
parative experiments were then made by adding soda and potash 
chlorides respectively to their food. The general results which came 
out are decided, and interesting. Chloride of potassium does very no- 
tably increase the quantity of execreted iron ; and it is obvious from 
the wasting of the animals, and from the specific gravity and the other- 
wise easily estimatable characters of the urine, it is certain that this 
must be due to increased consumption of tissues. The total quantity 
of urine, moreover, is considerably increased uncTer chloride of pot- 
asium. Chloride of sodium, on the other hand, does not produce by 
any means such a copious elimination of iron in the urine, but it appears 
greatly to assist the assimilation of iron. Zabelin had already showed 
that iron, when given internally, is not absorbed by itself simply, but 
that the process is effected by the agency of chloride of Sodium. The 
very important result, therefore, flows from Woronichin's researches 
— ^that the administration of chloride of sodium simultaneously with 
with iron to be stored up in the organism ; while a similar amount of* 
chloride of potassium would have caused nearly all the iron exhibited 
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to be discharged in the secretions — Wiener Medizinische Jahrbuch. — 
Xhruggist'^s Circular and Chemical Gazette, 



HyPOPHOSPHITES IN THB TOOTHACHB OF PrBGNANCX. By W. H. 

Sterling, M. D., of Buriington, N. J. — A lady under my car^, in her 
first pregnancy, suffered most severely from toothache and facial neu- 
ralgia, consequent upon the rapid decay of her teeth, which had previous 
to this event been very good, been kept with scrupulous care, and had 
not for years required any attention from the dentist, until about the 
fourth month of pregnancy, when they began to decay with great 
rapidity, so that in course of a month seven were sufficiently decayed 
to need filling, and the neuralgic pain attendant upon their condition 
was such as seriously to affect her health. 

" The ordinary remedies having J)een used with but merely moment- 
ary relief, it occurred to me, as her organization was highly nervous, 
and nature with wise provision, ever takes care to supply the fcitus 
with proper and ample nutrition, even at the expense of the mother, 
that perhaps the bone and nerve forming elements in her system were 
not sufficient to meet the wants of both mother and child, and iieiice 
the failure to provide for the molecular changes in the teeth, the ina- 
terial being used for the bony structure of the rapidly growing Ak'tus. 
Acting upon this theory, 1 prescribed the hypophosphites of lime, soda, 
and potassa, together with the hypophosphite of manganese (ha\ ing 
previously given iror) '-i two-grain doses each, three times daily, in the 
form of glyceroie. 'i ii relief was immediate and permanent, the pain 
entirely removed, an 1 tli*- decay of her teeth was arrested, and her 
general health was very ni jch improved with the removal of her phys- 
ical strength and mental vigor." — Ainer. Jour. Med. Set. — Dental 
Cosmos. 



Rickets. — In relation to some further observations on this subject 
embodied in the St. Bartholomew's Hospital Reports. J. A. Jr. says 
{Ibid.): "In these papers. Dr. Samuel Gee investigates (1) the frequency 
of rickets, and the age at which it occurs ; (2) latent rickets ; (3) rickety 
deformities ; (4) dentition in rickets ; (5) the apyrexia of rickets ; (6) 
the urine ; (7) visceral disease ; (8) the spasmodic disposition ; (9) the 
nature of rickets ; (10) the treatment; and lastly, adds a few notes upon 
th e bibliography of the affection. * The further observations ' embrace 
the account of a post-mortem examination in a case of rickets, which 
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proved fiital from aeate tuberculosb. Dr. Gee's remarKs are founded 
upon a verj large experience — he examined 635 cases of rickets in one 
yeju" at the Hospital for Sick Children — ^and he appears to have gone 
very thoroughly into the literature of his subject, so that his essay, 
while not professing to be a complete monograph, is really exhaustive 
upon the particular topics with which it deals. 

" We quote in full Dr. Gee's remarks upon treatment, which seem of 
considerable importance : ' In cod-liver oil we possess a pharmaeeutical 
agent worthy of a place beside iron, Peruvian bark, and mercury. We 
ought to lose no time over the symptoms of rickets ; slight catarrh, 
diarrhcea, paleness, a tendency to fits — ^these will all disappear under 
cod-liver oil : give expectorants, pui^atives, styptics, and the rickets 
will increase under our eyes ; nay, occasionally, it will even develop 
de novo while a child is being treated for coughs, deranged bowels, 
and other apparently simple disorders." — Dental Cosmos. ^ 



New Treatment for Gonorrhcea. — Dr. H. Didtmann, of Linnich, 
has devised (Der-Praktische Artz 9, 1868) the following plan of treat- 
ing this disease, both in the acute stage, and also in obstinate chronic 
cases. The patient having been made to urinate, or his urethra having 
been washed out with an injection of lukewarm water, a bougie is pre- 
pared in the following manner : Its point is besmeared to the length of 
about an inch and a quarter, with an ointment (invented by Niemeyer) 
in which from one to two parts of nitrate of silver and a rather small- 
er quantity of liq. plumbi diac are rubbed up with forty parts of ung- 
cetaceil The point, thus besmeared, is then dipped in a mixture of 
cod-liver oil and glycerine (equal parts), and introduced into the urethra 
to the exact length of the anointed portion ; it is held there for ten 
minutes. At the next urination the excess of greasy matter is dis- 
charged as a wax-like pellet. This process is repeated thrice daily — 
morning, noon, and evening ; under some circumstances at night also. 
In proportion as the sensitiveness of the urethra diminishes, less and 
le&s of the diluent oil and glycerine is used, till at last the nitrate of 
silver ointment is employed unguarded. The cure is rapid and involves 
no aggravation of the pain. — 77ie Practitioner. — Medical News and 
Library. 



Treatment of Epilepsy. — Dr. Hermann Beigel, writing on this 
subject, says (Lancet, Dec. 26, 1868), there are two drugs in which 
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confidence may be placed, viz : bromide of potassium and hypodermic 
injection of morphia. It is now a well-known fact, that the former, 
when used in very large doses, has the power of postponing the parox- 
ysms, and, in some instances, to make them disappear altogether. 
Hypodermic injections have the power of producing the same result in 
a much shorter time. It is very difficult to explain why the action ot 
morphia is different when given internally and when applied hypodermi- 
<3ally, but that such is the case has been confirmed by reliable observers. 
At the meetitig of the Clinical Society, Dec. 11, Dr. B. remarked 
that the most important remedy for continuous administration was the 
bromide of potassium. He further strongly recommended the sub- 
-cutaneous injection of morphia, guarded hy atropia, in the manner sug- 
gested by Dr. John Harley (see American Journal of Medical Sciences, 
Oct. 1868, p. 548), immediately before an apprehended attack, as a 
means of warding it off, or at least of modifying its violence. — Med. 
JSfews and Library. 



Styptic Paper. — It is well known that the perchloride, or as it is 
sometimes called, the muriate of iron possesses styptic or haemostatic 
properties in a high degree. To obviate the inconve»ience of carrying 
it about in solution, and also of applying it, M. Gustave Gabillon, of 
Paris, has devised a " styptic paper," the method of preparing which 
is as follows : 

In a vessel carefully tinned inside, he keeps boiling for four hours 
{skimming from time to time, and adding water to replace that evapo- 
rated), a solution of one pound of- best quality gum benzoin, one 
pound of rock alum, and four and a third gallons of water. As soon 
as the solution is cooled it is to be filtered, and the paper or tissue to 
be dipped into it, kept there until saturated, and then carefully dried, 
After which a solution of the perchloride, more or less concentrated," is 
applied with a brush or roller. The paper or tissue thus prepaied may 
be preserved for any length of time in a state always ready for use, 
by excluding it from the a^r. — Druggist^ s Circular and Chemical Gazette. 



Carcinoma bF the Uterus. — A writer, in the Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer, concludes an article on Carcinoma of the Uterus as follows : 

The treatment, which she is now under, is of a sustaining kind. Her 
diet is of the most nutritious^ character. To overcome the constipation 
«he was ordered the following combination, and one which 1 have found 
to act promptly and kindly in all cases of debility : 
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]^ — Comp. Ext. Colocynth, 

Nux Vomica (ale. ext), a. a., grs. ss., 

Sulp. Quiniae, 

Pulv. Ferri, a. a., grs. j. 

M — Ft. Pil — S, take one, two or three daily. 

• In addition to this tonic pill she is to have applied, locally, Per 
Chlorid of Iron and water, equal parts, to the os-uteri on cotton twice 
a week, leaving it in the vagina eight or twelve hours at a time ; after 
which she is to be syringed once daily, with a weak solution of car- 
bolic acid. Iron appears to disagree with her, and we have suspended 
its use. To make a short resume of the indications of treatment in 
general, they are to check hemorrhage, relieve pain, correct fetor, and 
sustain the patient by good food, good hygiene tonics and stimulants. — 

Portable Mustard Plasters. — M. Lebaigme {Jour^ial de Fharmacie) 
has proposed to make portable mustard plasters in the following 
manner : He covers one piece of paper with a concentrated solution of 
myronate of potash, and a second with a concentrated solution of 
myrosine. When the two papers are moistened and put together the 
essence of mustard is developed. The solution of myronate of potash 
is obtained by throwing into boiling water the farina of black mustard. 
The filtered solution contains the myronate of potash, as the boiling 
water has destroyed the action of the myrosine. The myrosine is 
obtained by action upon white mustard by water at 40° C. The filter- 
ed solution will contain nothing but the myrosine, as white mustard 

does not contain myronate of potash. — Driiggisfs Cii^cnlar and Chern^ 
ical Gazette. 



Nitrate of Silver in the Treatment of Headache. — Dr. Vignard 
recommends (Bull. Gcner. de Thcrap., 30 Mai, 1868), nitrate of silver, 
in large doses, as an efficient treatment for obstinate headache. He de- 
scribes the case of a female who had suffered under this painful affection 
for more than a month, and who had been unsuccessfully treated with 
opiates, but who recovered perfectly after a few doses of r^his remedy. 
He believes it to be most useful in anaemic cases. It was prescribed 
as follows : Nitrate of silver, pne grain and a half; bread, quant, suff. 
Divide into six pills — one to be taken every hour. — Edin, Med, Jour. 
— Medical News and Library, 



The Stains of Iodine. — Add a few drops of liquid carbolic acid to 



Monthly Summary. 91 

the iodine tincture, and the latter vdll not stain, Dr. Bogs, of the 
Indian Service, states that the carbolic acid, besides the abo^^e- men- 
tioned property, renders the efficacy of tincture of iodine more certain. 
Whenever injections of the latter are indicated, he advises the following 
formula ; Alcoholic tincture of iodine, one ounce (this proportion is 
mentioned by the France Medicale, but there is evidently a mistake — 
instead of " 30 grammes " it should probably be " 3 grammes, " — viz. , 
45 drops) ; pure liquid carbolic acid, six drops ; glycerine, one ounce ; 
distilled water, five ouuces. This is said to be far superior to tar- water 
in blenorrhoea and leucorrhcea. — Lancet. — Medical News and Library 



Belladonna in Surgical Affections. — Mr. Christopher Heath 
states that the action of belladonna, whether applied locally or given in- 
ternally, is the same viz., that by its action upon the vasomotor system 
of nerves it diminishes the caliber of the capillaries, and thus directly 
reduces the vascularity of an inflamed part- Its action is thus peripheral ; 
and it is, therefore, the opposite of aconite, whose action is central or 
upon the heart itself. It does not follow, however, that the two drugs 
cannot be employed together ; quite the contrary : the action of the one 
is to diminish the flow of blood to the part, while the other assists the 
tissue to get rid of the superfluity it already contains and resists its 
fiirther entrance, and the two may in many morbid conditions be ad- 
vantageously combined." — The Practitioner. — Dental Cosmos. 



New Preparation of Lupuline. — Dr. Dyce Buckworth {British 
Med, Journal) recommends the following new preparation of lupuline : 
lupuline § ij ; spirit, afhmon. aromat. Oj ; macerate for seven days 
agitating occasionally ; then filter sufficient of the menstrum to make 
up to a pint. The dose of this is from twenty minims to one fluia- 
drachm. He proposes to call it " tincture lupulinae ammoniata." He 
considers his preparation of the hop as the best we at present possess. 

According to Christisen, the dose of tinctura lupuU should be from 
one fluid ounce to one fluid-ounce and a half, to produce any hypnotic 
effect ; the ordinary dose qpnsists of as many drachms. — Med. Record. 



Carbolatb op Lime in Pertitssis. — Dr. Snow, of Providence, R. I., 
has suggested the use of carbolate of lime in hooping-cough, and in all 
<»ses it has apparently produced a marked effect in diminishing the 
frequency and severity of the paroxysms. Small quantities of the 
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carbolate of lime are placed in saucers in the room where the child 
sleeps ; merely sufficient to make the odour perceptible. — Med, Record. 
— Medical News.and Library, 



Catarrhus VESiCiE. — This disagreeable chronic complaint is often 
very obstinate ; it may, therefore, be stated that M. Mallez has found 
the following solution injected into the bladder very efficacious : 
Water, ten ounces; tincture of iodine, forty-five drops; iodide of 
potassium, fifteen grains. When the pain is very annoying, add fifteen 
grains of extract of belladanna to the above. He has also employed 
carbolic acid, nitrate of silver, and hyposulphite of soda with advantage. 
— Lancet. — Medical News and Library, 



Treatment of Night-Sweats in Consumption. — Powdered borax 
drachms vss, washed sulphur 1 oz., sub nitrate of bismuth, drachms 
iss.; givide into forty powders, one to be given every two hours (twelve 
a day.) Four to five days of treatment will suspend or diminish this 
troublesome and exhausting symptom, and give much relief to the 
patient. — Rodolphe. — Iowa Medical Journal. 



Ether for Tapeworm. — ^Dr. Lurtel ( Gazette Medicale de Paris) has 
tried with success the following method : He gives in one dose two- 
thirds of an ounce of ether, followed two hours afterwards by an ounce 
of castor oil. The worm is discharged entire or almost so, and always 
with the head intact. No pain is caused by this treatment. — Idem, 



Sulphurous Acid as Applied to Wounds and Sores.— Dr. Dewar, 
in the iiedical Times and Gazette, recommends the following application 
of sulphurous acid for preventing the formation of pus, and for procur- 
ing union b^ first intention. He sponges the wound carefully with the 
acid, then dresses it wich pledgets of lint saturated with th<^ same. Prof. 
Syme has obtained the result claimed, by the use of sulphurous acid 
spray, — Idem, 



Croup Treated by Sulphur. — M. L^gauterie gives in croup tea- 
spoonful doses, every hour, of a mixture of sulphur and water (a tea- 
spoonful to a glass of water) with effects- which he describes as wonder- 
ful. The cure, in seven very severe cases, was accomplished in two 
days, the only symptom remaining being a slight cough. An ob- 
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seryatioii of tke effect of sulphur on the oidium of vines, led to its use 
in croup.* — Half -Yearly Abstract, — Buffalo Med, and Surg, Journal 

Morphia in Ah^esthesia. — Prof. Green, of the Marine Medical 
School i^JLissouri Dental Journal), recommends morphia as an antidote 
to nausea, during and afler ^the anssthetic state, and also to the other 
unpleasant afler- effects of an anaesthetic. It is to be given at the com- 
inencemetit of ansesthia. — Medical Record. 
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biloriHi. 



THE , ADULTERATION OF FOOD, CANDIES AND 

CONFECTIONERIES. 



• 

The extent to which the adulteration of the various articles of food 
is now carried on is beginning to attract considerable attention. Recent 
investigations made in New York City, show that the loss from this 
cause and that of false weights, to be as great as fifteen per cent. The 
following account from the reporter of the World, who made extensive 
purchases of articles which were afterwards reweighed and submitted 
to a chemical analysis will show the manner in which fraud is thus 
perpetrated : 

" Among the articles adulterated, coffee is prominent, it being the 
habit of fraudulent dealers in New York, as in England, to mix it 
largely with chicory and also ground beans. Brown sugar is tampered 
with by the use of flour, potatoes, and tapioca starch ; even sand and 
plaster are sometimes introduced to make bulk and weight, and, aside 
from the adulterations, some of the lower grades of sugar are frequently 
filled with immense numbers of live animalculse, said to be the • cause 
of the disease known as the grocer's itch. Vinegar is often little less 
than diluted sulphuric acid largely adulterated with arsenic ; even cor- 
rosive sublimate is used by some manufacturers to give strength to 
vinegr, and pickels are oflen boild in copper to give them the light g^een 
color which is so much admired. An old trick of swindling flour- deal- 
ers is to open the bottom of a barrel of fine flour, and substitute an 
article of inferior quality. When the buyer opens the top of the 
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barrel he finds it all right, but when he gets about half way down 
he discovers the fraud by which the grocer has gained "from one 
to two dollars. False weights are alleged to be practiced not only at 
groceries of New York, but the markets and the coalyards: They 
prevail most in the article of tea, which is adulterated besides, being a 
compound of '* tea leaves once used, sloe, oak, willow, elm, poplar and 
haw-thorn leaves, with various poisonous colorings, and catechu and 
sulphate of iron for taste." 

The common candies and confectioneries of commerce are far from 
being wholesome, if recent investigations are to be believed. 

" The adulteration of sugar candies and spices is a trade largely and 
regularly carried on in this city. Instead of plaster which till lately 
entered so largely into the manufacture of confectionery, in place of 
sugar a new article has been discovered called terra alba, or white 
earth. It comes from Ireland, and costs by the barrel abftut 1 ^ cents 
per pound, while loaf sugar costs about 17 cents. 

The bodies ^of candies, the coating of almonds and lozenges, are 
mdde from this earthy material. It is whiter than plaster, and is very 
much used in the adulteration of flour sold in this market. A. ^ue, 
paint and oil manufacturer of New York has sent round his annual cir- 
cular, which 1 have seen, to the principal confectioners, calling attention 
to a fresh arrival of this white earth. I have seen an ounce of lozenges 
dissolved in water, in which two- thirds of an ounce was terra alba, and 
not a particle of sugar in the lot. 

The common method of flavoring candies, almonds, sugar- plums, etc., 
is with deleterious substances. The pine-apple flavor, the banana and 
the peach, are made from fusil oils, which are very poisonous. Bitter 
almond flavor is made from prussic acid unadulterated. Pine-apple 
flavor is obtained from rotten cheese, very rotten, and nitric acid. 

Gum arable for pure gum drops is costly. An article has been in- 
vented of the most beautiful appearance, that is used instead of the 
gum. It is very cheap and very poisonous. In pure candy, cochineal 
is used to color red, and saflron for the yellow. But in common can- 
dies poisonous coloring is put, the same that is used to color wines and 
liquors. One of the most common is "carlot" into which arsenic 
largely enters. A few grains of this substance will color a cask of 
wine. Liquorice drops for the " trade " are made of poor brown sugar, 
glue and lamp-black, flavored with liquorice. And for the Western 
trade much of this vile stuff is packed, and sent West to be put up in 
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boxes to suit the market, of which from 75 to 90 per cent is terra alba. 
This material enters largely into the common chocolates and spices. 
Much of the cream of tartar usied for bread is made of terra alba and 
tartaric acid." — American Journal of Dental Science, 



REPORT OF A CASE OF HERNIA. 



To THK EmTORs Journal Materia Medica : 

About two years ago I was called in great haste to attend Mrs. B. 
aged forty years, a native of Ireland, the messenger announcing that 
"Mrs. B's. guts had run out." On arriving at the house I found the patient 
lying upon her back and with her hands holding as she stated her 
bowels from all coming out; making an examination of the case I found 
a large fold of the asc ending colon protruding from an opening in a cul 
de sac formed by the attenuation of the walls of the abdomen thus 
constituting a ventral hernia. This hernia had existed for four years, 
becoming at times as large as a child's head and hanging down upon 
the thigh like an unbilical hernia. The opening through which the 
bt)wels protruded I found was not large enough for their return — being 
of a dark color and very much swollen and congested. — ^Fearing 
gangrenous inflammation and looking upon the case as almost hopeless 
especially as the patient was a woman of very intemperate habits I 
hardly knew what to do, but as I was expected to do something I made 
an incision with a probe pointed history by the aid of a director up- 
wards and towards the median line.* The opening from which I made 
the incsion was about two inches below the umbilicus and nearly two 
inches to the left of the median line — I was thus enabled after washing 
the bowels with warm water and cleansing the parts from the slight 
hemorrhage that took place to return them without any difficulty into the 
cayity of the abdomen. I then closed the incision I had made and the 
former opening in the sac with interrupted sutures of saddlers silk 
and applied a p ad and wide bandage around the abdomen drawn as 
tight as the patient could bear. 

I prescribed Pulv. Opii. gr. one fourth every 8 hours with oat meal 
gruel. This treatment was steadily pursued for one week and half 
when an evacuation took place from the bowels without aid. The same 
treatment was continued for a week longer with Labamaques Solution 
applied extemaly to the bowels, as the patient appeared to be doing 
well I then ordered a moderate dose of castor oil with a few drops of 
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Tinct Opii. which produced a copious evacuation from the bowels* 
The Pulv. Opii was still continued but at longer intervals with beef- 
tea, and chicken broth, until the end of the third week when the in- 
cision I had made as well as the former opening had entirely healed 
up. I discharged the patient well and able to be about the house. On 
inquiring the cause of the hernia I got the following history. Some 
seven years before this time while the patient lived at Kingston N. Y., 
she was stabbed with a knife in the abdomen, the bowels protruding 
from the wound, a surgeon of Kingston replaced the bowels and closed 
the wound — three years after she was stabbed she was delivered of a 
ch\ld, soon af\;er which the hernia appeared, and continued to enlarge 
until it became as large as a child's head and actually hung down upon 
the thigh. In this way the patient had for so many years dragged out 
a miserable life and being obliged from necessity to do the work of 
her family, until from friction upon the cul de sac in walking and an- 
other injury received from a kick, ulceration took place and the open-^ 
ing was produced from which the bowels protruded as above described. 
I am happy however to say that at this time some two years from th& 
accident the woman is well and able to attend to her family affairs. 

William Govan, M. D. 
Stony Point, N. Y. Feb. 27th, 1869. 



OIL OF ERIGERON IN CYSTIRRHCEA. 



Loving st^n^ Nelson Co,y Va, March 4th, 1868- 
Messrs Tildbn & Co : 

Sometime since I saw the Oil of Erigeron recommended in your* 
Journal for Gonorrhoea — Having a very obstinate case of Cystirrhoea 
in my practice which had resisted all other remedies, I concluded to try 
the Erigeron, it was a perfect success — not quite an ounce was taken, 
before the cure was complete in- a case of several years standing — eight 
or nine months have elapsed without any return of the disease. 

Very respectfully, 

M. Pshelton. M. D. 
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Corespondents will oblige by writing plainly their names ^ town, 
county and state. We tare frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 



r H E 



f 0utnail of MkUxu MtAxa 



DEVOTED TO ' 



MATEBIA MEDIOA, PHAEMAOY AND OHEMISTET. 



VoLTniJ . APRIL, 1869. Dfa 4. 



;0||||llUlll(llii0tl9. 



STRYCHNOS NUX-VOMIOA. 

(Nux-vomica.) 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



Natural Order — Logamacece, 

In the Linnean System, this plant will be found in Class Pent- 
andria, and in Order Monogynicu 

Generic Character. — Caylix with five short teeth; Corolla 

ftinnel-shaped, greenish white, border spreading; stamens five, 

inserted into the tube of the corolla; filaments exceedingly short; 

anthers oblong, subexsert ; Style simple, the length of the tube of 

the corolla; Stigma capitate; Fruit 1 celled, globular, large, 
7 
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smooth, somewhat hard, of a rich orange color; Seeds, orbicular, 
seveml, depressed, villose, radiant with villose hairs towards the 
periphery, internally hard and tough like horn. 

Specific Character. — Leaves ovate, opposite, shining, smootli 
on both sides, 3 to 5 ribbed, petioles short : middle sized tree, 
trunk short, and crooked, irregularly branched, bark smooth, ash- 
colored; the young shoots are deep green, and highly polish^d, 

Habitat. — It is a native of the East Indies, and common in 
almost every part of the coast of Ooromandel. 

History. — It is generally conceded that the Arabians had a 
knowledge of this drug. The Dechawz elkali, translated as 
strychnos nux-vomica,was administered in doses of two draclims, 
and stated as possessing emetic and purgative properties, no al- 
lusion being made as poisonous. Dr. Stills observes that ; " The 
only analogy between the Arabian description and that of the 
present day, consists m this, that one author expressly states that 
the medicine is useful in paralysis and locked jaw." The Hindoos 
ranked the seeds among the most powerful poisons,in the vegetable 
kingdom. Pomet, as quoted by StUl^, says that its specific action 
is diuretic, that it is a mortal poison to quadrupeds, and is used 
to destroy them. He adds that it is affirmed not to be poisonous 
to man. Bonetus, in 1693, after describing minutely its poisonous 
effects upon some of the animal kingdom, alleged it to be, also, 
poisonous to man. Lemery affirms positively to the contrary. 

Dr. Stills observes; — "Although two or three scattered ex- 
amples of death from its use may be found related by Matthiolus 
and by Hofi&nann, its real qualities were certainly unknown until 
in recent times the more general use of the drug, and especially 
of its active principles, have rendered its poisonous effects unhap- 
pily familiar to every physician." 

The experiments of Marcet, as quoted by Dr. S. — prove that a 
solution of five grains of the extract nux- vomica in an ounce of 
water, caused a plant {Phaseolus vulgaris) to die within twelve 
houra Bouchardat is, also, quoted as having found that water 
containing ^ part of muriate of strychnia or brucia, was sufficient 
to loll a plant in five days. 

The powder of nux- vomica, i? said, .when long handled, to pro- 
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duce a partial vesication of the fingers. 

This substance, as well as strychnia, acts powerfully upon the 
cutis as a local irritant Dr. Stills observes; — "The smallest 
quantity of nux- vomica which is known to have caused death is 
said to have been three grains of the alcoholic extract Of strychnia , • 
the least dose which is recorded as having proved fatal appears to 
be one grain. Recovery occasionally takes place after very large 
doses, such as three or even four grains of strychnia. This 
quantity has not infrequently been taken without fatal results when 
it was reached l^y gradual increase from a fractional dose." Strych- 
nia has been said to produce a tendency to dissolution in the blood, 
id, a diminished proportion in its solid element But in cases 
of poisoning by this agent the state of the blood (says Dr. Still^) is 
evidently the immediate effect of asphyxia. 

Medical Properties and Action. — Waring, in his Practical 
Therapeutics, says.; — " The seeds {off,) (Nux- Vomica) and the bark 
(formerly known as the false Angustura bark) are powerful stim- 
nlants of the nervous system and spinal cord. The activity of the 
seed depends upon the presence of Strychnine and Brucine con- 
joined; that of the bark, according to Pelletierand Caventon's 
analysis, on Brucine alone, in combination with GalHc Acid Dr. 
Gbxrod, however, states that the bark contains the same alkaloids 
as the seeda In the seeds both Strychnia and Brucia are in com- 
bination with Igasuric Acid. The seeds yield about 0.4 per cent 
of Strychnia. 

The bark is rarely employed, but its effects are very similar to 
those of the seeds, which are as follows; In doses of gr. j— gr. iij. 
of the powdered nut, Nux- Vomica is a tonic, improving the ap- 
petite and the tone of the digestive organs, without any increased 
arterial excitement ; promoting the urinary secretion ; occasionally 
acting as a laxative, and more rarely as a diaphoretic. In larger 
doses, it causes a feeling of weakness in the limbs, a slight 
trembling or stiffness of the muscles or joints, a staggering gait, 
much anxiety of mind, which is expressed in the countenance, 
increased nervous sensibility, and loss of appetite. 

It is also said to act as an aphrodisiac. The intellect remains 
unimpaired In larger or poisonous doses, the above symptoins 
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increased in intensity, are followed by frequent fits of tetanus, 
which affect both the limbs and the trunk of the body. There is 
also a burning sensation in the mouth and throat The spasmodic 
contraction of the muscles of the chest cause a suspension of res- 
.piration, and consequent fatal asphyxia." 

This drug should be taken immediately before or after meala 
When any of the preparations of this agent cause stif&iess or con- 
vulsive twitchings of the muscles, they should, be omitted for 
three or four days, and if necessary again resumed. From the 
researches of M. Vella, Dr. Waring says that it appears probable 
that a direct antagonism exists between Strychnine and the 
Woorara poison, and that they stand in the relative position of 
poison and antidote. 

According to the researches of the Eev. S. Haughton, M. D., 
such an antagonism probably exists between strychnine and 
nicotine. Strychnia, the active principle of nux- vomica, was dis- 
'covered in 1818 by Pelletier and Caventon; it« effects are of the 
same kind as those of nux-vomica, but more violent in degree. 
Dr. Warner, U. S., died from the effects of half a grain of sul- 
phate of strychnia in fourteen minutes. Pereira's Materia Medica 
and Therapeutics by Wood, p.* 562, instances the following: 
"A Swede on board the Dreadnought Hospital Ship, suffering 
from paralysis, took one-eighth of a grain of Strychnia three times 
a day for several days, without apparent effect ; but the dose hav- 
ing been increased first to one-third and afterwards to half a grain, 
died rather suddenly with the whole body (trunk and limbs) in a 
state of tetanic spasm. The author observes, this case gives some 
color to the idea that strychnia like digitalis and other 
potent remedies, accumulates in the system. Dr. A. Flemingi 
as quoted by Pereira, says that the cumulative action only occurs 
when the medicine is given in the form of pill, and in consequence 
of its slow solution accumulates in the bowels. The accumulative 
effect is said never to be observed when given in solution. 

Therapeutic Uses. Amaurosis. — M. Peterquin, * of 
Lyons, as quoted by Waring, found the external application of 
nux-vomica very serviceable. He employed the tincture, which 
?vas rubbed into the eyelids and temples daily. Alteratives and 
tonics were administered at the same time. 

*Med. CHr. Rev., July 1842. 
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Dr. Stills observes. that strychnia was employed in this disease, 
at an early date, by Dr. Middlemore, of Birmingham, and also by 
Shortt, Liston, Guthrie, &c. Dr. Middlemore confined its nse to 
those cases in which the retina is in a state of atony from some 
cause actiDg directly upon its texture through the medium of 
general debility of the system. He thought it peculiarly applicable 
when the loss of vision was due to using the eyes by a very feeble 
light, as in the case of miners (S). He found but slight advantages 
comparatively from its internal use, but preferred its endermic 
application to blistered surface above the eyebrow. He began 
with the daily application of one fourth of a gr., and gradually in- 
creased it to two grs., keeping the blister open by a dressing of savine 
cerate, and quieting the pain by mixing the strychnia with a little 
flour or powdered opium. Under similar conditions, Di^. Stills in- 
forms us, that Peterquin cured several cases. Miguel and Verlegh 
are quoted as having used the strychnia successfully by friction or 
inoculation around the orbit Weber cured diplopia and amaurosis 
from deranged innervation by the endermic method, and also by 
dropping into the eye a solution of strychnia, of one grain to half an 
ounce of water. (S). Griffin is mentioned as having been equally suc- 
cessful in a case apparently of congestive amaurosis. After thefeil- 
ure of evacuents and depletory measures, one-twelfth of a grain 
of strychnia was at first given once and afterwards twice a day, 
imtil in the course of eight weeks as many grains had been taken. 
At the end of this period the cure was complete. * Dr. Stills notices 
the use of this agent, on p. 224, voL 2. "Sandras, who speaks 
highly of the use of strychnia in the form of amaurosis now de- 
scribed, advises that the vesication near to the eye should be made 
with strong ammonia mixed with lard, that it should be of small 
extent, and not renewed immediately upon the spot first occupied, 
lest a troublesome sore and an unsightly scar should result 

The strychnia itself may be incorporated with the portion of lard 
or cerate which is used as a dressing for the blister. Two cases of 
chronic amaurosis cured by the internal administration of strychnia 
are reported by Dr. Griffin, of Limerick. * 

An interesting account is given by Mr. De Ricci, of Ballymahon, 

♦Dublin Quart. Jour. Feb., 1858, p. 46. 

♦Dublin Quart. Jour., Aug. 1853. • 
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of an epidemic night-hlindness which prevailed in the work-house 
of that place, some cases of which were peculiarly intractable, 
and were only cured by the internal or the endermic application 
of this medicine." * 

DiARRHCEA. — Dr. Waring observes that in diarrhoea, depending 
apon subacute inflammation of the mucous membranes, wUh 
jnucous glairy stools tenesmus, griping, &c., Nux- Vomica is stated 
to prove highly useful. Amongst others who have given evidence 
of its value he mentions M. Recamier, who in a chronic case which 
had resisted all other remedies, efiected a cure by the alcoholic 
extract in doses of gr. one-eighth ; also Dr. Nevins who found it 
of the greatest service in diarrhoea complicated with exhaustion 
after fevers. Dr. Stills refers to Dr. Bardsley, who in 1830 
published six cases illustrating the curative powers in this malady 
occurring in persons somewhat aged and of feeble constitution, 
and very plausibly conjectured that it acts by restoring the tone of 
the affected parta He prescribed the medicine in pilular form, 
and in the dose of one-sixth of a grain three times a day. In or- 
dinary cases of Diarrhoea occurring in children, many physicians 
use this remedy, in small doses; and according to their reports 
with the happiest results. 

Dysentery. — Nux- Vomica has been highly lauded in the treat- 
ment of dysentery. Hufeland is quoted by Waring, as having derived 
great benefit from it in the treatment of epidemic dysentery ; also 
Thomann, who testifies to its good effects, and Richter, who re- 
marks that the extract tends directly to allay the irritation of the 
alimentary canal, and that, if combined with opium, this effect is 
very marked, and much more decided than when either opium or 
the extract is given alone. Dr. Most is quoted, as having found 
the following foAnula particularly serviceable in what he calls 
Pituitous Dysentery : 

51 Nucis Vom. f 3j- 

Aq. Ferv. f 5 XJ J 

strain and add 

T. Opii. f 3 ss. M. 

Dose, a tablespoonful every two houra 

Dr. Geddings, * who appears to be conversant with the authorities 

*Dublin Quarterly Jour. NoV. 1858, 

Am^can Archiv. of Med. Sciences, No. 2, Nov. 1836. 

Armstrongs Lectures, p. 409. 



Bates — On Strychnos hvx Vomica, 103 

upon this subject, adds his own testimony in support of the efficacy 
of this remedy in dysentery, and states that, from his own experience 
of its use, he feels assured that it will prove a useful adjunct, and 
that in some cases at least, it will afford relief when other remedies 
fail. This malady is frequently associated with complications, for 
the relief of which, other medicinal agents will be found necessary. 
In the last century, Dr. Stills remarks, that Hagstrom employed 
powdered nux- vomica in scruple doses, (in this malady) and in 
hundreds of instances with wonderful success. Mr. Vaux, of 
Ipswich, England, gave as much as seven grains of nux- vomica 
three times a day, and reported his success as remarkably uniform. 

Pyrosis. — ^Dr. Waring quotes Linnaeus, as being the first who 
proposed this agent as a remedy for pyrosis ; and who regarded it 
almost as a specific. 

He advised it in doses of gr. x, but this quantity (Dr W. — al- 
ledges) is much too large for ordinary cases. Waring adds, *' it 
certainly appears in some cases, to exercise a powerful influence, 
but is inadmissible in inflammatory states of the intestinal canal." 
Its value has been confirmed by Drs. Belcome, '^ Mellor * &c. 

Gastrodynia, Attended avith Pyrosis. -Dr. Waring remarks ; 
" that it was also found very serviceable by Dr. Belcome ; but it is 
a dangerous remedy, and should never be employed until Nitrate 
of Bismuth and other more innocent remedies have been fi i*st 
tried." 

Vomiting of Pregnancy. — Dr. Waring quotes Dr. Kroyher, * 

of Presburg, as having advised minute doses of nux-vorniea as a 
specific in this affection. 

Dose of the tincture, gatt ij — iv gradually increased to gutt. x. 

The bowels at the same time are to be carefully regulated. In 

many cases it proved successful within a week, or even less time.* 

Hay Fever. — Mr. Gream is quoted by Dr. Stilld, as having 
used the tincture of nux-vomica with the best effects in this malady. 
He gave from ten to twenty drops, three times a day, '^ and ap- 
plied Ung. Plumb. Act, high up in the nostrils. 

Prolapsus of the EecItum. — In^this harassing affection. Dr. 

^London Med. Gaz. vol. xix p. 964. 
♦Ibid, vol xtx p. 851. 
*Med. Chir. Rev. Jan. 1. 1841. 
♦Med. Chir Rev. JaiL 1841 p, 231. 
♦Lancet June 8, 1850. 
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Schwartz * speaks highly of the extract of nux- vomica* He dis- 
solves gr. ij in f 3 ij of water, and of this administers gutt ij-iij 
for infants, and gutt. vj-xv to older children, according to their 
age. He adds that he has employed it extensively, and never saw 
any ill effects from it ; still, (says Dr. Waring) it is too powerful a 
remedy to be used until milder measures have failed. M. Foucher 
* . effected a cure in a case of prolapsus of the rectum occur- 
ring in a child aet 4 by a hypodermic injection of strychnine. 
He injected ten drops of a solution containing ,gr. iij of the 
sulphate in-f 3v. of distilled water. Duchaussoy, as quoted 
by Still6, used strychnia with perfect success in a case of four 
years standing. Mr. A. Johnson as quoted by the same author also 
effected a cure by applying one-sixteenth of a grain of strychnia 
upon a blistered surface over the coccyx. Koch, of Stuttgart, was 
equally succe^ful in a ease of fifteen yeai!s duration, by means of 
injections of cold water containing twelve di-ops of the tincture of 
nux- vomica. 

In prolapsus ani of children, Duchassay removed a small portion 
of cuticle, and applied one-eighteenth of a grain of the sulphate 
to the surface, and thereby stimulated the sphincter muscles (Wood). 

Incontinence of Urine. — Waring remarks that this agent 
proves occasionally useful in this complaint. He quotes Mr. Solly 
* as having employed strychnia in one case of incontinence of 
urine, consequent on an operation of lithotomy, 'in dosCvS ofgr. one- 
eighth twice or thrice daily, and by this means effected a perfect 
cure. M. Peterquin is said to have successfully treated several 
cases of incontinence of urine in childred with the tincture, em- 
ployed as an embrocation to the loins and perinaeum * Two cases, 
cured by its internal use, are reported by M. Cerchiari. ^ It has 
been highly lauded as a remedy for retention of urine, occurring 
after parturition. Cory, as quoted by Stills, relates an instance of 
the sort in which the bladder regained its power after the second 
dose of one-sixteenth of a grain. * In that troublesome form oi 
incontinence of urine which so commonly effects children , Mondi^re 

*Lond. Med. Gaz. vol. xvi. p. 168. 
♦Rankin's Abstract, vol. 33, p. 190. 
*Waring, p, 621. 
*Med. Chir. Rev., No. 59, p. 230. 
*Lond. Med. Gaz. p. 23, 905. 
♦Medical Gaz. Feb. 2, 1849. 
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is quoted by Stilld, as having found the alcoholic extract of nux- 
vomica better than all the other remedies he had employed, his 
experience coincides with that of Ribas, Gruersent, Mauricet, and 
many others. Many physician^ rely upon the use of this agent 
for the cure ot this affection. 

Neuralgia.— Dr. Stills 2, vol p. 247. "Roelants, of Rotterdam, 
has ftimished a favorable account of the treatment of facial neu' 
ralgia by nux-vomica. Twenty-five cases out of twenty-nine were 
cured, and three of the remaining four were still under treatment 
Old as well as recent cases yielded to the medicine with singular 
rapidity. Tinctui-e of nux-vomica was recommended by Serres in 
had coliCj to be given in doses of from ten to thirty drops, according 
to the course of the disease, and also to be administered in clysters 
and, applied to the abdomen on cataplasms." 

Dr. Pidduck found it effectual in sciatica. It is inadvisable in- 
inflammatory cases, (W.) 

Tremor of the Limbs Produced by Habitual Intoxication. 
— Dr. Pereira says that he has seen nux vomica very serviceable 
in shaking or tremor of the muscles produced by habitual intox- 
ication. He instances a gentleman thus affected, who had for 
several weeks lost the power of writing but reacquired it under 
the use of this medicine. 

Intermittent Fevers. — Dr. Waring observes; — "In in- 
termittent fevers, it has been advised, and appears to possess con- 
aderable febrifuge power ; but it is rarely employed, and is inad- 
missible when there exists cerebral complications, or congestion of 
liver or spleen." Murray quotes several writers who have recom- 
me.ided nux-vomica in this malady. Yogt thinks that it has been 
wrongly neglected. He advised that it should be associated as a 
tonic with the true anti periodic medicines. (S). 

Constipation. — Dr. Wood * says ; '* I have found the addition 
of the extract of nux-vomica or of strychnia to purgatives, as aloes 
or compound extract of colocynth, greatly to assist their action in 
habitual constipation arising from distended and atonic state of the 
bowels." Dr. King says it has been beneficiallj^ employed in ob- 
stinate constipation. A small- quantity added to cathartics, (he 
says) increases their energy. Tessier is said to have been the first 

*Horatio 0. Wood, Jr., M. D. 
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to recommend this drug for this complamt Dr. Copland speaks 
favorably of its use in certain cases of constipation, associated with 
aloes and myrrL * Dr. Waring observes, that he has employed 
the formula (of Copland) in a large number of cases, and almost 
invariably with marked benr fit 

Chlorosis. — Dr. Copland states that in a few obstinate cases of 
chlorosis, he has prescribed, with marked advantage, small doses 
of the extract of nux-vomica in combination with aloes and myrrh. 

H. E. DeEicci Esq., Surgeon to the Ballymahon Hospital and 
Dispensary, reported the following case, which was published in 
the Dublin Quarterly Jfturnal, Feb. 1858, p. 47. " The patient, a 
young lady aged seventeen, had been for some months declining in 
health, she had a slight husky cough ; total loss of appetite : great 
palpitation of the heart on the smallest exertion ; and was pallid 
in the extreme ; but she had not the pecuUar greenish yellow of 
chlorosis ; it wtxs rather the washy look seen in cases of excessive 
hemorrhage, — with all this she was not at all emaciated, but on the 
contrary, quite plump. Her family were in great tribulation about 
her, as some of her relatives had died of consumption, and the 
young lady herself was convinced that she bad disease of the 
heart, from the pain she suffered almost incessantly in it, and the 
fearful palpitation which arose on the smallest exertion. Several 
physicians, both in Dublin and elsewhere, had examined her, and 
some feared there was incipient valvular disease. Sir H. Marsh 
had, however, given a decided opinion that the derangement was 
solely functional ; and after the most careful and repeated examina- 
tions, I came to the same conclusion, although the following pecu- 
liar symptom led me, for some time to fear a threatening of disease 
of the mitral valve. When the heart's action was at all excited ,its 
sounds got so tumultuous and mixed up, that it was impossible to 
discriminate one from the other; but when it was comparatively 
tranquil, by -placing the stethoscope over the apex of the heart, 
one could hear, amid the irregular pulsations and clicks of that 
organ, a prolonged musical note, apparently synchronal with the 
first sound. There was also marked venous murmurs in the jug- 
ulars, especially in the right one. But as the case progressed to a 
cure all these abnormal sounds first diminished, and then ceased 
altogether, thus proving them to have been only due to functional 
derangement Before coming under my care this lady had been 

♦Coplands Dictionary (Am. ed.) i. 476. 
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taking chalybeates abundantly, and in every variety of combination 
with tonics. She had taken, among others, a quantity of valerianate 
of iron, but without any apparent amendment I at once put her 
on strychnia and iron, which in this case, I employed as follows 
— One grain of strychnia was dissolved in two minim of sulphuric 
acid, added to thirty ounces of water, in which one dram of am- 
monio-citrate of iron had been dissolved; the whole was then 
placed in a gazogene, and charged with carbonic acid. The dose 
was one wine-glassful daily, immediately before lunch. The amend- 
ment commenced before the end of the first fortnight ; the bowels, 
that had been alway sobstinately constipated, acted of their own 
accord; the want of appetite, which had actually amounted to dis: 
gust for food, disappeared ; the color returned to the face ; the heart 
ceased to beat irregularly, and at the end of three monftis, there 
was ijot a trace of the former delicate sickly appearance." 

Epilepsy. — Dr. Stilld observes; — "In epilepsy, nux-vomica 
was asserted, even in the time of Murray, to be a valuable remedy, 
and in 1838, Christien, of Montpellier, alleged that out of thirty 
cases treated by this remedy eight were entirely cured by it, and 
the remainder benefited. Since then no similar success has been 
reported." 

Waring favors the employment of this agent, in this malady, 
associated with aloes and myiTh, in cases of an asthenic character, 
complicated with pai'alysis, or consequent on excessive evacuations. 
Dr. Copland * observes, when the disease follows the disappearance 
of the menstrual discharge, that this remedy is of especial value. 
Its employment demands extreme caution ; if administered in 
plethonc, inflammatory, and irritable states, or carried too far, it is 
liable to excite inflammation of the membranes of the brain and 
spinal cord. (Copland.) 

Some cases will be found to vield to small doses of nux-vomica 
alternated with bromide of potassium. Sometimes it may be 
found useful to alternate the dose of this driig with stramonium or 
with cimicifuga racemo^a. 

Diabetes. — This agent has been proposed in diabetes ; Waiing 
thinks it is a remedy of very doubtfnU value in this disease. Dr. 
Peacock, found advantage from the following powder; E. Pulv. 

♦Diet. Pract. Med., vol. i, p. 818. 
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Nucis Vom. gr. v, Ferri Precip. 3j, Cretae Prsep. 3j. Pulv. Opii, 
gr. j M. ft. pulv. ter in die siunenA But little can be said relative 
to the use of nux-vomica in diabetes, more experience is wanting 
to test its value. 

Paralysis. — Pereira observes ; — "Of all the diseases for which 
nux-vomica has been employed, in none has it been so successful 
as in paralysis ; and it is deserving of notice that this is one of the 
few remedies whose discovery is not the effect of mere chance, since 
Fonquier was led to its use by legitimate induction from obr^erva- 
tion of its physiological effects. That a remedy which stimulates 
so remarkably the muscular system to action should be servicea- 
ble when that system no longer receives its accustomed natural 
stimulus, is, a priori ^ not astonishing." Fonquier made known the 
result of iiis trials with this drug in 1811. Andral, as quoted by 
Doct Stilld showed its power in lead palsy. ALso Dr. Geddings, 
of South Carolina, in 1830, reported several cases of paralysis 
from drunkenness cured by this medicine. D. J. L. Bardsley, is 
said to have had success with this agent, in a large number ol 
paralytic cases. Most writei:^ on materia medica. of the present 
dav highly reccommend the use of this drug in this malady. 
Vast numbers of cures are reported, in this country, and in Europa 
Much caution should be observed in its employment, and the pa- 
tient often visited. 

Tetanus. — Favorable reports are not wanted, of the efficacy 
of this agent in the treatment of this malady. Dr. Fells, of N^w 
York, is quoted by Dr. Stills, as having published seven cases of 
tetanus, six of which were certainly of the traumatic varietji 
and all recovered under its use. * He administered one-eighth or 
one-tenth of a grain, and in two hours one-sixteenth of a gr., 
then reducing the dose still further and only to the extent of pro- 
ducing specific signs of its influence after each dose (StilM). Dr. 
Kollock, is also quoted by the same author, as having related a 
case of traumatic tetanus, occurring in a negro girl, which Vas 
cured by strychnia given in doses of i\ gr. Every two hours.* 

Worms. — Stillc remarks • — " Nux-vomica was long ago recom- 
mended (Murray) as a remedy for for lumbnci and it is said to be 
commonly used, associated with drastics, by the inhabitants of the 

*New York Jour, of Med., yii, 3*71. 
♦Amer. Jour, of Med. Sci., Apr. 1848 p, 316. 
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Dutch province of Overyssel to expel the tape-worm. This ia 
quite likely to be true, as all bitter mediciues are more or less 
vennifage ; and this one in addition, gives unnatural energy to the 
intestinal contractiona" 

Impotence. — ^Dr. Pereira observes ; — " The excitement of the 
sexual feelings which Trousseau has seen produced by nux-vomica^ 
led him to employ this remedy against impotence, and he has 
found it successful both in males and females. In some cases, 
however, its good effects were observed only whiJe the patients 
were taking the medicine." 

Antidotes. — ^Dr. Harley has determined experimentally that 
strychnia and wourali are antagonistic in their operation. (Stilly. 

The contents of the stomach should be as speedily evacuated as 
possible. Many chemical agents have been employed, yet none are 
known to be efficient Dr. Shaw, of Texas, ia said to have s^ved 
the life of a patient who had taken from ten to fifteen grains of 
strychnia, by administering large doses of sweet oil The oil acted 
as an emetic. Camphor, opium, nicotina, infusion of galls, &c., 
have been used. 

PREPARATIONa 

Fluid Extract, - - - Dose, 5 to 15 dropa ' 
Solid Extract, - - - " i to 1 grain. 

Pills i grair^, - - - " 1 to 2. 
Strychnia, - - - Dose, i) to A of a grain. 
The dose may be very gradually increased until some of its 
effects are made manifest 
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PHOSPHORIC ACID IN THE TREATMENT OF 

DIABETES. 



By Dr. J. G. Thornley, Newry, Irelacd. 

[The patient was a man twenty years of age, and his sym.ptoms weic 
those of a bad case of diabetes. He had . been under treatment with 
bitter tonics, the use of bran bread with claret wine, but the improve- 
ment was trifling.] 

I commenced treatment by giving grs. v. of pulv. _Doveri 
three times a day; a full dose (grs. 2^) of opium every second 
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or third night; 25 drops of diluce phosphoric acid in a glass of water 
thrice daily after meals, and 30 drops of tinct. ferri perchlorid. twice 
daily before meals. Jalap, podophyllin, scammony and pastor-oil, were 
each in turn administered as purgatives. Warm clothing, and entire 
abstinence from alcoholic liquors were enjoined. Weak beef tea and 
mutton broth were recommended as driuk. Under this treatment the 
improvement became very marked ; the urine became less in quantity 
and of lower specific gravity, so that he was obliged to rise only once 
during the night to pass water The weakness became less, and thirst 
became considerably abated, but the appetite was not changed, it was 
still excessive, and craving. He became tired of taking medicine, and 
also of the monotonous diet, which consisted mainly of beef, bran bread 
and mutton-broth ; he also gave up taking the dover's powder and tinct. 
ferri perchlorid., trusting alone to the dilute phosphuric acid, which 
was now increased to 30, and ultimately to 35, drops for a dose, which 
latter had still the effect of keeping down th^ thirst. 

As the appetite was still excessive creosote was tried in various com- 
binations, but owing to its nauseous flavor the patient was unable to 
persevere in its use ; it had therefore to be discontinued. Sulphate of 
zinc, tannic, and hydrocyanic acids were tried, but they proved value- 
less. Cod-liver oil was used for a considerable time, and it seemed to 
do good ; it certainly improved the appearance of the patient. Alco- 
holic drinks of all kinds, even the claret wine, induced a state of fever- 
ishness, and invariably increased the thirst ; they were therefore strict- 
ly forbidden. The patient himself has the greatest confidence in the 
dilute phosphoric acid, and continues to take it to the neglect of every 
other remedy. It has so much improved him, that he now only drinks 
four pints during the day, and is seldom disturbed during the night, 
either by having to rise to drink or pass water. The appetite is some- 
what, but not materially lessened ; the skin is almost natural, and the 
bowels tolerably regular ; the urine is greatly lessened in quantity, and 
of specific gravity 1039, ranging occasionally to 1042. and the strength 
strikingly improved. He has been able to follow his employment dur- 
ing the past six months, and is much more cheerful than formerly. 

Now, I do not mean to say that phosphoric acid will cure cases of 
diabetes, but 1 believe it is the principal, if not the only agent by 
which the thirst in diabetes can be materially lessened. I have observ- 
ed its benefiicial effects in two other cases, and I quite concur with the 
late Dr. Prout, who, I believe, was the first to introduce it to the no- 
tice of the profession, that it is of the utmost use in this inveterate dis- 
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ease. As to creosote, I cannot speak definitely, as owing to its disa- 
greeable taste the patient was unable to continue its use sufficiently 
long. Tincture of perchloride of iron, Dover's powder, and opium, 
are valuable medicines in this disease, but any one of them used sepa- 
rately will not produce the same beneficial or striking effects of the 
phosphoric acid. As for tannic acid, sulphate of zinc,^and hydrocyanic 
acid, I have never been able to discover their beneficial effcets ; but, on 
the contrary, I think the two former are productive of mischief by in- 
creasing the constipation. As for cod-liver oil, I would recommend 
that it should get a fair trial in every case. Perseverance and self-control 
must be inculcated on every patient, without which success in treat- 
ment can never be atttained. — Medical Press and Circular. — Braith- 
waite^s Retrospect. 
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ARSENIC IN PHTHISIS. 



The question of the therapeutical use of arsenic in phthisis is of 
much practical interest. It has been the subject of an able report by 
M. Herard, of the Academy of Medicine of Paris, in oonnectiop with 
a previous communication from M. Moutard Martin. M. Moutard- 
Martin, one of the nosocomial physicians of Paris, and an accomplished 
olinical observer, has studied with great care, and in a severely ex- 
perimental manner, the physiological and therapeutical action of arsenic 
in phthisis. Two points of his researches have been to experimentalize 
with the remedy upon both hospital and private patients, and to ex- 
clude every other medicament from the treatment, so as better to dis- 
tinguish the effects of the one under trial. According to M. Herard, 
favorable effects are observed in the vast majority of cases. In the 
course of a few days only, the patient revives, the eye shows new life, 
the complexion is better, the appetite is restored, and the patient even 
gains flesh. The beneficial action of arsenic is, however, in only one 
class of. physical sufferers, — those whose digestive organs have not 
midergone much impairment. In cases in which there is much impair- 
ment of the digestive functions, and in which vomiting and diarrhoea 
are already present, the remedy, far from doing any good, oflen increases 
this condition of the patient. This leads us to infer that arsenic ex- 
ercises no local or direct action in phthisis, and that its good effects are 
merely due to its influence upon the functions of nutrition. M. Herard, 
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however, is inclined to believe that some direct action is exerted upon 
the mucons membrane of the lungs, which serves to eliminate the remedy; 
and in connection therewith, he refers to the peasants of Lower Austria, 
of Styria, and of the Tyrol, who frequently make use of arsenic, 
because it enables them to breathe much more freely, when climbing 
up their moun&ins. With regard to the action of arsenic upon the 
functions of nutrition, M. Herard thinks it is twofold : not only does 
it increase the appetite, either by a direct stimulating influence on the 
mucous membrane of the alimentary canal or by its general tonic and 
fortifying action, which the digestive organs would be the first to feel ; 
but it exercises another and more important influence, which consists 
in moderating the oxidation of tissues, and in thus impeding the process 
of nutrition, as has been shown by the experiments of Brettschneider, 
Schmidt, and Sturwage, and still more recently, by M. Lolliot, House 
Surgeon to the Paris Hospitals. This latter investigator has observed 
that the administration of arsenious acid, in doses of ten milligrammes 
daily, causes a lowering of the heat of the body, and a marked diminu- 
tion in the quantity of urea. The form inVhich arsenic is administered 
preferably to all others, by MM. Moutard Martin and Herard is the 
arsenious acid, prescribed in the shape of pills or granules, each con- 
taining one milligramme of the substance. Seven or eight of the 
granules are administered. at first; but the dose may be carried to ten 
or fifteen milligrammes, very seldom to two centigrammes. M. Herard 
asserts that with this precaution of dividing the daily dose, of never 
giving more than two millimetres at a time, and of administering the 
granules as oflen as possible immediately before the meals, no accident 
is ever seen to occur. It is very seldom that the treatment is suspend- 
ed or modified through temporary sickness, vomiting, or diarrhea. 
"When the granles cannot be administered, an arsenical solution may be 
employed in small and increasing doses ; and recourse may be had to 
arseniated mineral baths, such as Bourbole, the Mont Dore, etc. 
"Whatever the form in which the remedy is exhibited, M. Herard in- 
sists upon the necessity of suspending the treatment from time to time. 
In conclusion M. Herard is confident that M. Moutard-Martin's re- 
searches have had the result of establishing the perfect innocuousness of 
arsenic when properly employed, and its undeniable efRcacy in certain 
forms of tubercular phthisis — Lancet. — Med. and Surg. Reporter. — 
California. Medical Reporter. 
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EPILEPSY— A REPORT OF FOUR OASES, WITH TREAT- 
MENT, FROM MY NOTE BOOK; ALSO, SOME REMARKS 
AND -OPINIONS UPON THE PROGNOSIS, AND STUDY OF 
THIS SAD DISEASE. 



BT WATKB »RI8WOLI>, M. D., OmBLBTILLB, OHIO. 



Cabb I. — J. D , boy five years old. First called to the casCy 

February 4th, 1867. Well developed ; nervo.bilious temperament; 
dark hair and eyes, but dull and downcast in look ; like most epilepttos, 
inclined to be silent, morose, petulant, and v)kcitable ; occasionally com- 
plains of pain in back put of head ; respiration and circulation natural ; 
bow:els regular; appetite good; inolmes to run and play as usual. 

Had enjoyed good health up to last July, when, after playing in the 
hot sun for some time, he went into the cellar kitchen and laid down 
upon the damp brick floor, fell into a sleep, took a congestiye chill 
followed by fever, producing a violent epileptic convulsion. ' From 
^t time up to February 4th, the boy had a return of the paroxysm 
every four to six weeks ,usually in the night. The parents were deep- 
ly anxious about the child, and very solicitous to know if he could be 
eared. I gave them to understand that I should have great hope, if 
they would follow a prescription for ten to fifteen months. I make it 
an invariable rule to make no prescription for a chronic case of epilep- 
sy requiring medication, unless they will follow the directions from ten 
month to two years. Trousseau never uttered a greater truth than 
when he said, '^ chronic diseases require chronic treatment,*' and it is 
particularly so in epilepsy. 

I could not discover any organic lesion in the case ; no hereditary 
taint ; no trouble with teeth, worms, kidneys, bladder, sexual organs or 
bowels. My theory of the case was, that some congestion or irritation 
of the medulla oblongata had remained from the severe attack in July, 
and that occasional excitement from deep sleep, produced sudden con- 
traction of the vaso-motor nerves of the encephalon and its meninges, 
followed by anemia of the brain, and the epileptic paroxysm. 

PBEsoRiPTioir. — Good food, free exercise in the open air, with an 
occasional warm bath. 

51 Potassii Brom., 3 iii. 

Aques f iv. M., 3 i, ter. die. 
Also, rub the back of neck and spine with strong stimulating liniment. 

At the end of three weeks, I gave the boy a half grain of valerianate 
8 
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of zinc, three times per day, with the potassium. 

The boy had but one paroxysm after the treatment was fairly eom- 
menced. This course was followed for nine months, without change, 
and then gradually slacked off. The boy has been perfectly well ever 
since. 

Case li. — E. B , girl aged five years ; nervo sanguine temper- 
ament; light hair and complexion; blue eyes; dull and downcast; 
mind weak ; restless, excitable, petulant and easily irritated. About 
two years before, this child had a severe sickness. From that time she 
had epileptic fits^ about one a week on an average, usually at' night, 
followed by an involuntary discharge of urine. She had been under 
treatment by a quack all this time, and was constantly growing worse. 
I could not discover any local lesion in this case ; yet she was weak in 
body and mind and inclined to be anemic. 

Prescribed a generous diet ; free exercise in the open air ; occasion- 
ally warm bathing ; keep her as cheerful as possible ; let her have a 
little whisky when there is much weakness or nervous excitement. 
Gave her five grain doses of Bromide potassium at meal time, also half 
grain val. zinc three times a day. 

This treatment was followed for seven months, without change, and 
then gradually lessened. She had but three paroxysms after the treat- 
ment commenced, and has been free to date. 

Cask III.— Called December 13th, 1867. A. C , girl aged 

three years and six months ; had hooping cough badly when one year 
old; soon aft^er had spasms from worms and teething; when about two 
years old she took epileptic fits, generally in the night, occasionally in 
the day time; had from one to four every twenty-four hours. At 
present the child has from two to six every twenty-four hours ; she is 
very weak and irritable ; staggers when she walks ; often falls down ; 
seems to have but partial control of muscles of the extremities ; head 
inclined to lean forward ; downcast look ; eyes indicate great vacuity ; 
mind weak ; appetite tolerable ; respiration and circulation natural but 
weak ; restless, imeasy and excitable ; nervous temperament ; seemed 
well nigh destroyed both in body and mind, from the frequent repeti- 
tion of the paroxysms for the last year. 

While looking at the child, and reflecting upon the cause and 
pathology of the case, I saw her pass her hand under her clothes up 
to her privates, I called the attention of the mother to the fact, and 
inpuired whether she had seen h^r do that before. Said she had fre- 
quently ; but did not know that there was any harm in it. Upon ex- 
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amination, I found this child had fingered and pulled at the vulva, 
until the vagina, for some distance up, was enlarged enough to enter 
the end of a full grown thumb. 

I never investigate a case of epilepsy, that my suspicions are not 
turned to the generative organs for a most careful examination, no 
matter how young or old, unless a positive cause is known. It is aston- 
ishing how young children of both sexes are led to self-abuse ; and, of 
all the causes of epilepsy, as far as my observation goes, this is the 
greatest and worst. 

1 prescribed for this case with little hope, simply because the 
mother, while she felt a deep interest for her child, she was wholly defi- 
cient in the capacity and patient perseverance to manage and nurse 
the case. 

PRBSCRipTioy. — Keep her hands from the privates, never let her 
touch them, if they have to be tied for a year : ir^Q nourishing diet ? 
warm bath and exercise in open air. 

5 Belladon. Fid. Ext., gtts. xl. 
Potassi; Brom., 3 iii. 
Aquae. | iv. M. 3 i ter. die. 
Also, a one grain pill of iron by hydrogen, at meal time. 

Up to January, 1868, the child had about two paroxysms every day ; 
but had improv/ed somewhat in strength. During January, she 
had only two each week. The mother had kept the child from self- 
abuse. In February, averaged three fits a week. March 1st, left out 
the belladonna, continued the bromide, also stopped the iron pills, and 
gave half grain val. zinc three times a day ; child improved both men- 
tally and bodily. This course of medicine was continued, noting the 
case carefully up to November, 1868, child having from four to six 
paroxysms each month. From that date, the parents concluded to stop 
medicine, as they had so far to come, and the weather became cold. 
January 1st, 1869, two months after, the child was still improving, and 
not more than one fit in a week. If the child was so situated that she 
could have constant care and medical attention for a year more, I 
should have little doubt of a permanent cure. 

Case IV.— Mrs. B . Called to see her November 11, 1867. 

Married, aged thirty- two years; has had two children, one living aged 
seven ; light complexion and hair ; gray eyes ; spare, sharp features ; 
nervous temperament ; excitable, restless^ very loquacious ; respiration 
and circulation natural ; general health tolerably good ; works most of 
the time ; had epilepsy in childhood, and occasionally up [to woman- 
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hood. The day after the birth of her first child, she had uine severe 
conYulsioDs, whether edampsia or epileptic, I could not learn. Since, 
has had attacks every four or five months, coming on generally in the 
ni^t while asleep, and occasionally, two or three paroxysms in a sin- 
gle month, generally severe, leaving the patient weak, sore, sometimes 
bruised, also pain in head, and .giddiness. 

Prescribed quietude and good nourishment. 

ft Hallis Sol. Strychnia, f 3 ii. 
Potassii Brom., 3 iv. 
Aquas, 5 i^« 

Tea- spoonful middle forenoon, middle aflemoon, and bed time. 
Also, gave three grain pill of iron by hydrogen at meal time. This 
eourse was pursued carefully up to April, 1868. She had one fit March 
3d. On the 1st of May, the pill and strychnia were omitted, she hav- 
ing become pregnant. The potassium was continued in increased doses. 
She enjoyed good health up to November 11th, when she was delivered 
of a fine large boy — ^labor natural, and free from any convulsions. 
On the 22d, being somewhat exhausted with a bad breast, she had an 
epileptic fit, the second in a year and twelve days. From this time, I 
added the iron to the treatment. January 1st, 1869, feels quite well, 
is nursing her child, and continues treatment. 

There was a peculiarity in this case worthy of note. She has a 
shoulder which has been dislocated probably twenty times, by simply 
raising the arm and carrying it back ; and during the struggle of her 
last attack, she dislocated the shoulder. The original dislocation was 
probably produced by the same cause. 

I report these q^ses, not for the purpcse of discussing the causes or 
pathology of epilepsy, or to urge any particular mode of treatment; 
but to present the simple practical facts, hoping to awake a deeper 
interest in this sad disease, and to excite the profession to a more de- 
voted and careful study of the causes, pathology, prognosis and treat- 
ment of epilepsy. I am fully aware that authors are divided upon the 
prognosis of this disease ; that many eminent men consider epileps/ 
incurable. . ' ' 

Trousseau tells us, " That in past ages this disease was considered a 
scourge sent from the Almighty, ^d that nothing but Providential 
interference could cure it." " The progress of science,'- continues this 
author, '* has only slightly altered this state of things, and epilepsy is 
now a day9, generally quite as ineurftble as formerly." 

Prof. Tardleu says : " There are few diseases so severe and so terri- 
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ble as epilepsy, and that it is nearly always incurable." 

ll. Romberg expsesses faith in the curability of many cases. 

M. Herpin of Geneva, in his premium essay from the French b»9ti- 
tute, reports fifty eases— one-half cured by medicine. 

Ahhaus, Chambers, Locock who was one of the first to call the atten- 
tion of the profession to the use of bronaide of potassium in epilpsy, and 
Reynolds, all give us a favorable prognosis, with a hope of cure in num- 
erous cases. 

Watfijon, Barlow, Aitkin, Tanner and Sieveking, give a doubtful. 

Brown-S^quard, Marshall Hall and Shhroeder Van Der Kolk, who 
have thrown so much light upon the pathology of epilepsy, are san- 
guine of cures, under their peculiar principles of treatment. 

I quote opinions only to show that while we are advancing in these 
latter days, we have gathered only a few pebbles on the medical shore, 
while the great ocean lies beyond, and the study of epilepsy opens up 
a field for the medical student in the future, worthy of the highest 
effort in the cause of humanity and science. 

If the world should ever be reconstructed, and placed upon the 
platform of that Noble Humanity bom at Bethlehem, the free-offerings 
of individuals and States, would supply the means to open epileptic 
hospitals in every part of the land. Then we might expect results 
just as favorable and happy as those wrhich follow the treatment of the 
insane in our lunatic asylums. — Western Jovrnal of Medicine. 



ow 
Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Thb Trbatmskt of Croup. — The Wiener Medizinsehe Wotkensekri/t 
is publishing an extended series of articles entitled " Croup, Diphtheritis^ 
Pseudo croup, and allied Affections of the Pharynx and Larynx, after 
the Clinical Lectures of Professor Oppoker, of Vienna." Croup and 
diphtheria are treated as two entirely distinct diseases by Professor 
Oppolzer, and croup is regarded ito a local dil^ease. From one of the 
numbers, viz., of October 3d, 1868, p. 1289, we make the following 
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extract, embodying his treatment of croup. In the beginning, cold 
compresses are applied to the throat, ^hich are covered by a dry cloth 
or oiled silk, and changed only every three hours. A tablespoonful of 
the solution of three grains of tartar emetic, in two ounces of water- 
is given every fifteen minutes, until repeated vomiting follows. Gen- 
erally tough mucous and ring-shaped membrane are expectorated, with 
relief to the child. Alter the emetic, one of the following powders is 
given every hour : 

5 Hyd. chlor. mit. 

Pot. iodidi, aa gr, duodecim. 

Sacch. alb oz. unam. 

M. exactissime f p. div. in dos. aequus duodecim. 

After the first powders the children usually continue to throw up 
pseudo membrane. Then the vomiting ceases, and the condition im- 
proves gradually. When the croupy paroxysms and dyspnoea return, 
which in most cases occurs, the emetic is repeated. In cases of difficult 
expectoration of the membrane, the vapor of hot water is caused to be 
inhaled, with or without the nebulizer, and the powders continued. If 
this treatment is unsuccessful, and the paroxysm and apnoea are about 
to return for the third time, tracheotomy is to be performed without 
further delay. 

Prophylactically, Professor Oppolizer is against keeping children 
who have once had croup constantly housed up, and spoiling them by 
too warm clothing ; but advises care in observing the wind, and to 
protect them ft om the rain, north or north east winds. Such children 
should not be outside of the house after sunset. He also recommends 
cold washings of the throat and chest, with the precaution to dry the 
skin carefully thereafter, and to prevent the children from exposure to 
raw temperature soon afler sich washings. — Half -Yearly Oom.p^ndium 
of Medical Science. 



Removal of a Tape-worm (Taenia Solium) with Pumpki/j Seeds. — 
In the Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, for August, 1868, p. 113, 
jyr, D, B. Hoffman reports a casf* of taenia solium. 

Robert M., tet 36, of San Diego, had been seriously troubled for 
more than nine years with taenia solium, which had stubbornly resisted 
all treatment. He was' yery nervous, almost unable to resist a strong 
tendency to convulsions ; the heart's action was so slow at times that it 
appeared, to use the patient's expression, " as if it would stop and 
never beat again ; " he also complained of headache, palpitation, etc. 
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Kn opiate was given, and he was directed to abstain from eating 
anything for twenty-four hours, and then to take the following pre- 
scription : 

B Pepo. sem pulv 3 iij. 

Sacchari alb , 3 ij. 

Aquas dest , ^5 ^« 

M. f. emulsio. 

Sig : Take in four equal doses at intervals of fifteen minutes, the 
bottle being shaken well each time. 

He was also directed to follow this up in two hours afler Uie last 
«lose with the following prescription : 

5 Old ricini, , f 3 j. 

01. terebinth f 3 j. 

Muc. acacise, q. s. 

M. f. Mist. 
Sig : Take at a dose. 
These prescriptions were taken on the morning of the 0th of April 
last. As soon as the last prescription operated, the toenia came away- 
entire, head and all. It was a fraction over six feet long, and had up- 
wards of eight hundred seguments. The seguments at and near tiie 
toil were a*full half inch broad. Relief from all untoward symptoms 
immediately followed — Rddf. Yearly Compendium of Med, Science, 



iROif AKD Q0INIA AS A LoCAL ApPLIOATlOK IX ERYSIPELAS. Dr. J, E. 

Garretson, of Philadelphia, says : Having, some four years back, a 
ease of traumatic erysipelas of the face, which had resisted all the or- 
dinary applications, and which had ascended over the forehead to the 
roots of the hair, I was induced to make the local application of the 
muriated tincture of iron and sulphate of quinia, which I had been for 
two previous days employing internally. The effect was most gratify- 
ing : a quarter of an hour had not elapsed before the fiery redness be- 
gan to disappear and the skin to show evidence of looseness ; in ten 
hours it was entirely evident that the trouble was mastered. Since this 
first experimental trial 1 have used the same application in every case 
in my practice, and have met with no one that has not readily yielded, 
I do not at all propose to assert that the combination is a specific; I 
only write my own experience with it. In the use of the remedy it is 
to be modified to suit the urgency of the case. The prescription may 
be written as follows, and diluted with water, as the case is incipient or 
profound. 
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9 'Rnct Fern. Cblcfridi, f 3 iiij. 

QoiniaB Sulphatis^ gr. xxv. 

When a wound exhibits the slightest erysipelatous tendency, dilate 
with two thirds wnter, and with a brush wash the part. If a case is 
first seen with tlK3 type fully dereloped, dilute with one part water and 
use as before ; if a change is not seen within the hour, employ the full 
strength ; this, on the tender skin will raise a blister, but with me it 
has always killed the disease. — Half- Yearly Compendium of Med. Set. 



Sulphur Sublimatum in Diphtheria. — Dr. JoL Bapt. Ullersperger 
says, in Journal fur KinderkranJckeiien^ vol. 5 and '6, May and June, 
1868 : Barbosa has made new trials with insufflation of the flowers of 
sulphur in diphtheria. He prefers the unwashed flowers of sulphur, on 
account of the presence of some sulphuric acid. He used a gutta-percha 
ball, of about the size of an orange, provided with a tube somewhat 
curved at its free end. In severe cases the application was made every 
theee hours, in milder cases every four hours, and in light cases three 
times daily. All the pseudo-membranes and surrounding parts must 
be covered with sulphur; we need not fear the quantity required, as it 
is harmless. The first, and often subsequent, insufflations cause as- 
triction in the pharynx, cough, at times some emesis ; these are all of 
use in loosening the membrane and aiding its discharge, but they neces* 
ntate a repetition of the insufflation. When insufflation is not possible 
use sulphur in the form of gargle or electuary. A good result irom its 
use in this manner is reported frdin Portalegre. Of course, when the 
remedy cannot reach all the diseased spots it has less efl*ect. Genend 
treatment is only required when adynamia, albuminuria, or other 
symptoms of diphtheritic intoxication are present, as a tendency te 
hemorrhages, when quinine or perchloride of iron are indicated. Give 
strengthening diet, and never weaken your patient The remedjr 
should be applied as soon as the diagnosis is made out, and before dip- 
htheritic intoxication from absorption of the products of the disease. — 
ffalf Yearly Compendinm of MeSii'ul Science, 



A PowBRFUJL Hypkotic. — Opium, combined with hyoscyamine pro- 
duces the most powerful hypnotic action. Each increases the effect of 
the other. Morphia and hyoscyamine will— being of themselves insuffi- 
dent to produce sleep— when combined, speedily induce that condition . 
— Med, Gazette. — Detroit Review of Medicine, 
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Trsatiisnt of Phthtbis. — Dr. A. Malet, of Rio de Janeiro, Braei], 
oontribntes to the BulUHn €HnSrale de Tkirapeuiique for'August ZOth, 
1868, p. 145, an article on the preparations of iodine in the therapeutios 
of pulmonary phthisis, in which he gives the preference to the iodide 
of calcium in all cases not of syphilitic origin. He does not claim it 
as a specific, but says it awakens the appetite, regulates the digestion^ 
renders the respiration freer and deeper, diminishes the cough and mod^ 
ifies the expectoration, increases the strength and lessens the perspiration. 
If constipation ensue in consequence of its long use, it will often dis- 
appear of itself, otherwise the dose may be diminished, or the remedy 
temporarily stopped. Our author gives the iodide of calcium in simple 
aqueous solution, to be taken at mealtimes. Not more than eight grains 
of the salt should be given in divided doses during the day. A larger 
amount than this does harm. — Hdlh- Yearly Compendium of Medical 
Science. 



Erootin in Dysbktbrt and Diarrh<ea. — Gros {Allgem Wiener 
Med. Ztg., No. 25, 186S, and Allg. Med. Cent. Ztg., No. 58, 18(W), 
recommends this remedy. 

He treated 44 cases of dysentery with it, and had but one death, this 
being caused by dietetic irregularity on the part of the patient ; 25 of 
the cases were of a mild Tiype. 

He gives 6 grains in mucilaginous emulsion ; and frequently also 
gives dysters of 12 grains, in starch. 

Where it is not desirable to check the discharges too suddenly, as in 
acute diarrlKBa, the enemata alone are used. He also speaks favorably 
of its effects in the chronic diarrhoea of adults and children ; the latter 
take the remedy best in the form of dragies. 

The clysters are particularly useful as haemostatics in the bloody 
dejections ordysehtery. 

In one ease two doses, and two clysters were given, — the latter, two 
days subsequent to the former ; cure followed within six days ; but 
there was a slow convalescence owing to unpropitious circumstances. — 
Half 'Yearly Oompendinm of Medical Science. 



Thb Diagnosis of Hxart-Clot. — Dr. A. P» Dutcher, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, communicates to the Cincinnati Lancet and Observer^ for Septem- 
ber, 1868, p. 518, a case of death from heart-clot, and indicates as 
diagnostic of the affection : 

First The want of accordance between the pulse and the heart in 
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point of force ; the first being very small, jerking and intermittent, 
while the latter was violent and persistent. 

Second. TheT peculiarity of the respiration, and the distressing 
character of the dyspnoea. The most extreme oas^ of pulmonary 
obstruction could not rival it in intensity. 

Third. The posture of the patient. Individuals suffering irom heart- 
clot of recent and sudden formatioi^ instinctively turn upon their 
breast, and strive to get the head lower than the chest. 

Uterine Hemorrhage fifteen days after Delivery. — One of the 
hospital midwives called me to this case fifteen days after delivery of 
twins. The patient had suffered great loss before my arrival, and she 
was still flooding freely. Examination discovered the os uteri dilated 
sufficiently to admit the index and middle fingers easily. A firm blood- 
•lot was found in the uterine cavity ; this was removed, and firm manual 
pressure was exerted over thw uterus; but very slight contraction of 
the organ was produced. As the hemorrhage continued, a compress 
was applied, the vagina was well plugged, and the following draught 
prescribed every three hours : 

5 Liquoris Secalis, Minims, xv. 

Acidi Gallici, gr. v. 

Acidi Sulph. Dil Minims xx. 

Aquae Menthae Piperitae ad, | jss. M. 

On the following day, when the plug was removed, the uterus was 
found to be much diminished in size, and the os well contracted.. No 
more hemorrhage followed, and the patient made a good recovery. — 
Half' Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, 



The Use of Remedies during Menstruation. — in a work lately 
published at Paris by M. Raciborski, says the London Lancet^ the 
author endeavors to show that the prejudicial effects of remedies used 
during menstruatipn have no existence. He considers that our acquaint- 
ance with the physiology of this function should destroy a prejudice 
existing both in and out of the profession. M. Raciborski has pre- 
scribed elnetijs and purgatives during the catamenia, and even vene- 
section, without in the least disturbing menstruation. A great poin 
according to the author, is to explain to the patient that no ill con- 
sequences will result from the therapeutical interference during the 
catamenia, as her appiehensions might otherwise prove uncomfortable. 
Of course, no remedies should be used except they be clearly indicated. 
— Half' Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, 
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Digitalis in Delirium Tremens. — Dr. Gascoigne, Ass't Surg. Royal 
Art'y, (Brit Med, Journal^) says that he has treated eleven cases of 
delirium treamers with tincture of digitalis, and with uniform success. 
The smallest quantity required was four drachms, and the largest, 
twenty-eight drachms, taken in thirty- three hours, the only effect of 
which was that the man was bathed in warm perspiration, and slept 
soundly for two days and two nights, with the exception of waking up 
about evecj six hours to drink beef tea. This case, he says, was the 
worst thai he ever saw, and required tihe united efforts of eight strong 
men to keep the patient from injuring himself. It was a second attack 
in six weeks. 

He thinks the advantages of the remedy in this disease are, a tonic 
action on the heart, a sedative on the nervous system, a rapid induction 
of sleep, and cessation of delirium. Although he has never seen any 
bad effects from it, he examines the patient before repeating the dose, 
as poisoning is possible, and he thinks did occur some years ago, with 
a patient to whom four drachms were ordered every two hours, and 
death occurred shortly after the third dose with all the symptoms of 
poisoning. He says he is perfectly convinced of its value; that this 
treatment of the disease requires but from one to three days at the 
most, whereas the old methods require from three to fifteen days. 
He gives neither wine, spirits, or beer, but allows as much beef t^a as 
the patient can take, and meat if it is fancied. — Medical Archives, 



Itching and Burning < f the Skin. — Dr. Bacon employs, with much 
satisfaction, the following formula : 

]^ Sapon. Mol, Oj. 

Spts. Vin f 5 iv. 

Ol. Juniper., 

< A, Amygd., aa f 5 J- 

Emuls. Sassafras, ^ 1 vj. 

Juniper Tar Soap is employed, and highly recommended for the 
same purpose as above. 

Tinct. Hamamelis Virg.,-^Pond^s or Squeer's preparation recom- 
mended. 

5 Ung. Zinci Carb, 5 ^v. 

Acidi Gallici, 3 j. 

Tinct. Ferri Chlor, gtt. j. 

This combination finds much favor with some writers. Before ap- 
plying, wash the part with bran or slippery elm water. 
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In skin diseases attended with discharge and itching, notice tbrongfa 
the agency of a piece of litmus paper whether the discharge be acid or 
alkaline; if acid, lime-water and milk in equal parts will generallj be 
found to furnish an immediate relief. If alkaline, any oonvenient neu- 
tralizing acid wash may be used. — Half" Yearly Compendium of Med. 
Science. 



SiTLpRUBST OF PoTABH IN HoopiKG-CouGH. — Dr. Mackelcan {Do- 
minion Medical Journal,) was led from a notice of it which he saw in 
a French Medical Journal forty years ago, to try this remedy, and hi» 
success with it has since been such that he has used no other. He ad- 
ministers it in a mixture of one part of syrup to three of distilled or 
rain water, " the dose being one grain for each year up to four years of 
age, and after that a half a grain additional for each year ; the smaller 
doses being administered in a teaspoonfni of fluid, and the larger more 
diluted, in proportion of the quantity of the salt in each dose." 

^Mts beneficial effects are not perceive)! for five days, when the ia- 
tervals between the paroxysms of cough become longer, and after that 
their violence diminishes from day to day , until at the end of ten or 
fourteen days it is seldom necessary' to pursue the treatment farther. 

" As the drug easily spoils by keeeping, it is important to have it 
fresh. \{ it dissolves perfectly in the syrup and water, and the mix- 
ture is of a greenish color, it may be relied on ; but if there is any 
sediment, it has been decomposed by exposure to air, and becomes a 
sulphate." — New York Medical Journal, — Medical Archives, 



CoMEDONS. — Professor Hebra recommends the following treatment 
when the above are very numerous (Allgem. Wiener Med. Ztg., May, 
1868). 

Send your patient to the vapor-bath- in ehe morning, and^there have 
him washed with soda or potash soap ; in th^ evening, wash afieoted 
parts with a lotion composed of 

5 Sulphur Prseeipitatum, \ 3 j. 

iEther. Sulph. f 3 ij. 

Alcohol Rectified, f 1 a*. 

For their mechanical removal use the nails, a watch key, or, where 
practicable, dry cups ; they may also be removed by suction with a 
small tube, open at both ends, and provided with a tight-fitting piston. 
—Half Yearly Comgendium of Medical Science. 
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Trkatmbnt of TAB VoMiTiNa IN CoLic. — Dr. Geo. Atwood, of Fair- 
liareD, Mass., reoommen(}s in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal 
for Julj 23dy 1868, p. 393, the treatment of oommon colio hj the 
hypodermic injection of morphia, in the dose of one third or one-half a 
grain of the acetate or sulphate in the smallest quantity of water, 
thrown into the arm. If after waiting ten or fifteen minutes any pain 
should remtdn the dose may be repeated. 

One or two teaspoonfuls of the tincture of lobelia in a quart of water, 
thrown up the rectum, will, In the early stage of colio, afford immediate ' 
rdief. It is much safer and more efficacious than Dr. Mackintosh's 
tobacco iDJecti^>n. 



Hypodebmio Use of Mo&phia nr Labob. — Dr. £. Korman lately 

read an essay, before the Leipsic Obstetrical Society, on the use of Hypo- 
dermic Injections of Morphia during labor — (translated in the Amer- 

icon Journal of Obstetrics), He considered it superior to any ansesthe- 
tio; he generally iDJected one- eighth to three- fifths of a grain of the sul- 
phate in thigh, taking care to ir.jtot it very slowly, and not to allow 
any air to enter the tissues with it. He iises the sulphate in preference 
to the acetate, as the latter salt is more liable to decomposition. The 
indications for the hypodermic injections are : primipara&, narrow pelvis, 
spasmodic contractions, and painful complications generally. — HaJf- 
Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, 



Curs for Eczbma. — Sanitdtsratk, Dr. Mankiewicz, of Berlin, cured 
his wife in from five to six weeks of an obstinate eczema by the ap- 
plication of Peruvian balsam, morning and evening, diet, and regulation 
of the bowels. A slight burning sensation followed the applications, 
the itching ceased, and the crusts fell off. It is now three years since 
any eruption or itching have appeared. ( Wiener Med. Wbchenschrift, 
No. 82, 1868.) — Half-Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, 



Diphtheria. — Dr. DeLaskie Miller (Chicago Med. Journal,) ad- 
vocates the following prescription as being anti- septic, tonic, restorative 
and eliminative. 

3— Tr. Ferri Chloridi. ) 

Potas. Chlorat, ) aa 3 ij. 

Morph. Mural, gr. j. 
Ac Mariatic DiJ. 3 ij. 
Aq. Distill. 5 ij. 
Syrupi 511J. 
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A teaspoonful should be given every second or third hour ; or, Ia 
severe cases, every hour without dilution/ It also makes an efficient 
local application. — Med, Record. — Oincinnati Lancet and Observer. 
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BY THEODORE C. MILLER, M. D. 
AGAINST NIGHT SWEATS ! 

5 Elixir Vitriol ii 3 • 

Fluid Ext. Ptelea 3 1. 

Syrup Sage | iii. 

M. S. A half tablespoonful twice daily, particularly at bed- 

time. 

5 Fluid Ext. Gum Rivale 

" " Hepatica aa 3 ss. 

Syrup Leonurus Card 3 iij. 

M. S. as above. 

IN HEMOPTYSIS : 

5 Acid Tannic 3 ss. 

Fluid Ext. Lycopus Virg | 1. 

M. S. 30 drops every hour. 

5 Fluid Ext. Digitalis 3 ss. 

" " Lycopus Virg | ss. 

Aq. Lactuca | vi. 

Syr. Pruni. Virg | 1^ 

M. S. Every 3 hours one tablespoonful. 

IN METORRHAO^ : 

5 Fluid Ext. Achillse Millefolium 5 ss. 

" " Ipecac 3 1. 

Aq. Cinnamon § vi. 

Syr. Cinnamon ? 1. ^ 

D. S. Every hour 1 tablespoonful. 

9 Fluid Ext. Cinnamon 3 ii. 

Elixir Vitriol 3 1. 

Fluid Ext. Viburni Op § ss. 

Ji, S. Every hour 30 — 40 drops. 



^ 
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9 Fluid Ext. Piper Angust ' 3 . 

" " Cinnamon aa 3 1. 

Acid Phosphor 3 1. 

M. S. Every 1-2 hours from 20-30 drops. 

IN MSNSTRUAL OOLIC. 

5 Fluid Ext. Gelseminum 3 1 . 

Aq. Chamomile 5 i^* 

Fluid Ext. Caulophylli 3 iii. 

M. S. Every hour one tableapoonful. 

IN DISORDERED MENSTRUATION. 

]^ Fluid Ext. Gossypium . .^ 3 ss. 

" Caulophylli 3 iii. 

M. S. 40 drops 4 times daily. 

OINTMENTS. 
PROF. S. D. GROSS. 

^, Pulveris Potassoe nitratis, 3ij. 

Sulphuris, I], 

Adipis, 3 1 i- 

Olei. Bergamii, gtt. v. M. 

For scabies. 

5 Pulveris opii, 3 ss. 

" iliei, 3j. 

Cerati cetacei, § j. M. 

For dressing wounds, burns, abraded surfaces, or fissures. To these 
ingredients may advantageously be added, in many cases of healing 
sores or eruptions requiring a mild stimulus^ a drachm of the ointment 
of the nitrate of mercury, a few drops of nitric acid, two drachms of 
ointment of acetate of lead, a small quantity of myrrh or balsam of 
Peru, or from six to eight grains of sulphate of quininc-if^.d^ Swrg, Re, 

DR. T. H. TANNER. 

3 H^drargyri iodidi rubri, gr. viij. 

Unguenti adipis, ^ j. M. 

In chronic glandular tumors, a small portion rubbed in every night, 
proves yerj useful. — Idem, 

BELLADONNA VERSUS OPIUM. 

Messrs. Editors Journal Materia Medio a : 

Not k>ng since, I was called late one evening to see a woman wito 
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had endeavored to destroy her life by swallowing 3 vij. Tinct. Opii. 
She had taken the drug some time before my arrlTal, was strongly 
under lUi influence — skin clammy, pulse steady, pupils mere specks 
and patient with difficulty kept awake. 

At once gave a powerful emetic of Tart Ant with copious draughts 
of warm water, — stomach spepdily emptied— ejected matter giring but 
(aintly the order of opium, which of course was all that could be ex- 
pected after noting the above symptoms — so far I was right Stimulants 
forced exercise ^c, I knew must soon fail — what next? I had never 
believed in the theory that one powerful narcotic may counteract another 
though similia similibus curantur is sometimes true. But I believed 
Opium and Bell, to each intensify the effect of the other, but here the 
patient would evidently die if nothing more was 'done, she could no 
more than die if Bell., were given. 

I therefore at once administered by hypodermic injection, one- fourth 
gr. of Atropine, and as soon as vomiting ceased, began administration 
by stomach. In next three hours she took 3 ij. TilderCs Fid. ExL 
Belladonna,. The pupils now began slowly to dilate and I left ordering 
that she should not be allowed to lie down. Next mo^f^ning the pupil 
was only moderately dilated, and as a result of the commotion that had 
gone on within the vital laboratory muscular co-ordination was almost 
wholly destroyed. This abated gradually, and three days from the 
time I was called, I t^aw her on the street 

I need not say that I am no longer an unbeliever in the .deadly feud 

between Opium and Belladonna. 

G, A. Jones. 
New Berlin N. Y., March 15th, 1869. 
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TO PHYSICIANS. 
I will sell a desirable Property and Lucrative Practice to any Com- 
petent Physician whom I can recommend to my Patrons. 

This is a flourishing Town of 1200 Inhabitants. One University 
and Large Union School. Address. M. D. Box 66. 

Westerville, Franklin Co., Ohio. 
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ERRATUM. 
In the March number on page 95, under Report of A Case of Hernia^ 
five lines from the beginning of the article read fold of the descending 
colon instead of '^ fold of ascending colon." The manuscript was correct 

Corespondents will oblige by writing plainly their Names, Town, 
County and State. We are frequently unaple to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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HYDRASTIS CANADENSIS. 



BY JOSSPH BATBS, H. D. 

{Qoldm Seal) 

In the Natural Order, this plant belongs to Bemunct^acece. 
In the Linnean artificial classification, it wiH^be found in dass 
Polyandfia^ and order Polygyniou 

Habitat. — Indigenous in the United States, and some parts of 
Canada 

PopuLAB Namj:s in Ditpeebnt Localities.— Golden ^peal, 
Yellow Puccoon, Ground Easpberry, Tumeric Root, Orange Kpot, 
eta 

9 



130 The Jov/mpl of Materia Medica. 

Part Used. — Boot 

Description. — Generic Character. — ^Petals 8, ovate (by some 
considered a colored calyx :) berry composed of one-seeded acines. 

Specific Character — Flowers in April and May. Color of 
the blossom blending the red and white. Boot or Bizoma perennial, 
tortuous, creeping, internally bright yellow. Stem erect, simple, 
herbaceous, pubescent, becoming purpHsh, with two opposite 
leaves above ; leaves petioled, emarginate, at the base, palmate, 
serrate, gashed : peduncle terminal, solitary, one-flowered. 

PRiNOlPLEa — The root is said to contain four principles; viz., 
resin, resinoid, alkaloid, and neutral 

Medical Properties. — Tonic, to which some medical writers 
have added a diversity of properties, as resolvent, laxative, anti- 
septic, chologogue, d^sl^ei di Jetic, etc. 

History. — ^It has been used to some extent in domestic practice, 
for a variety of ailmeots. This agent is highly lauded by the 
Eclectics and takes the foremost rank in the catalogue of their 
remedies. 

Dr. C. A. Lee observes: — ^*"As a powerfiil tonic bitter, the 
hydrastis takes rank among our most valuable indigenous plants, 
and is well adapted to all cases where such remedies are indicated. 
It has been extitosivelj employed of late years, both by botanic 
and eclectic physidans, and by regular practitioners ; and there is 
a very general concurrence of opinion that, .while it exercises a 
specific inflnence over the mucous surfiu^ it acts upon the hepatic 
function as a cholagogue, and upon the glandular system generally 
as a deobstruent" He continues ; "It must be remarked, however, 
that the resinoid extract, hydrastin, obtained by the solvent action 
of alcohol, difiEers essentially in its effects from the alkaloid, hy- 
drastina, proving highly irritant ^d stimulating, while the latter 
acts chiefly as a simple bitter only. In inflammatory or irritable 
conditions of the gastro-enteric surfaces, the former preparation, 
will, tiierefore, be found objectionable." In cases where a general 
deobstruent and alterative effect is desired, tiie autiior, just quoted, 
. says tiiat an alcoholic or hydro-alcoholic preparation should be 
selected. 

^Journal of Ifat Med., v. ii, p. 127. 
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Dr. Coe's remarks upon this remedy harmonic with those of 
Proi Lee. The former remarks; — "Hydrastin exercises an es- 
pecial influnnce over mucous sur&cea Its action in this respect 
is so manifest that the indications for its employment can not be 
mistaken. 

Upon the liver it acts with equal certainty and efficacy. As a 
chologogue and deobstruent it has few equals. In affections of the 
spleen, mesentery and abdominal viscera generally, it is an efficient 
and reliable remedy. Also in scrofula, glandular diseases generally, 
cutaneous eruptions, indigestion, debility, chronic diarrhoea and 
dysentery, constipation, piles, and all morbid and critical dis- 
charges." 

UsBa — ^Lexjcorbhcba. — Hydrastin has been recommended in 
this affection, and is said to have been successfully employed. 
Dr. Coe remarks, that it is of singular efficacy when that com- 
plaint is oxaplicated with hepatic aberration. He recommends it 
to be employed both internally and externally. 

It will be found naefiil in some cases, to administer this remedy 
witii some of the fermgixioas preparations, or in conjunction with 
subnitrate of bismuth, tamuo add eta In the treatment of this 
malady, hydrastin will be found a very valuable adjuvant 

Dr. Copland * says ; — A deoootim or infusion of pyrola um- 
bellata, diosma crenata, or the pareiia baraTfti we have found almost 
specific in correcting the unhealthy state of the vaginal secretions, 
and restoring healthy action." 

IVom the acknowledged effect of hydrastin upcHii the mucous 
surfaces, much good might be expected, from alternating it with 
either of the agents mentioned in the preceding quotation. Some 
cases will respond favorably to the employment of cubebs and 
hydrastin. Dr. Cless states that he cures almost all the cases of 
leucorrhcea that occur m his hospital at Stutgard, ^ with cubebs. 

An infosion of the root makes a veiy serviceable vaginal in* 
jection for this complaint For this purpose one drachm of hy- 
drastin to one pint of boiling water to be injected tepid or cold, 
at the option of the patient will be found beneficiaL 

Chbonic Dssangement op the Livbk. — ^Dr. Ooe observes ; — 
'^ The hydrastin is of inestimable value in the treatment of chronic 

^DielioiiArjrof Fnctioal Medidnei toI. 2, p. 826. 
^Coplandy toL ii, p. 826. 
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derangement of the liver and portal circulatioa It seems to ex- 
ercise an especial influence over tlie portal vein and hepatic struct- 
ure generally, resolving biliary deposits, removing obstructions, 
promoting secretion, and giving tone to the various functions. It 
is eminently chologogue, and may be relied upon with confidence 
for the relief of hepatic torpor. Its operation is materially en- 
hanced by the administration of an occasional dose of podophyllin. 
In some cases they may be combined with advantage." Some 
cases will occur, in which a combination of this agent with 
blue pill or calomel, will be of obvious benefit Dr. Lee testifies 
that it acts upon the hepatic function as a chologogue, and upon the 
glandular system generally as a deobstruent He maintains that 
where a general deobstruent effect is desired, an alcoholic prepara- 
tion should be, selected. Dr. King speaks of hydrastis canadensis 
as being succeasfUly administered in torpor of the liver. He 
remarks : — "In Jaundice a combination of equal parts of hydrastin, 
myricin, and xanthoxylin, will ofi«n prove efficacious." 

Dtspefbul-^As this affection is fre(ju«ntly associated with so 
toatiy COmpHeatioxiB, which sliould be car^iUj investigated, no 
singlei^me^'Will be foi^nd equally 6u,QciBBsfuI in all casea 

Dr. Jjee remfoia *; — "The owes in which we have known this 
pklil; fused witb HM)st msi(x» were atonic dyspepsia, attended with 
totpid% of ith^. Hv^^jliuBg^iid dxculf^tion, and co^sl^pated bow^. 
It seemed to quicken the portal circulation and excite the hepartic 
fu&ctiaii :in a. vc^ry deeided naiomer. The muco]i|U3 secretions 
.generally weire nt the sfux^e time increased, while the digestiye 
osfans d^smned a more heathy conditipn, as. evinced by tbe in- 
crease of Ippetit^ liod the renaoviQl of acidity, flatulenpe afid 
eruetatidiis." Dr> €oe values it highly in indigestian accompanied 
wilb ^m^^j^iiwM^^ flatulency, &^ He rigigards it as valuable 
!n . pl^omotbag. digestion and assimilation, obviating constipation, 
and giving tone to the depuriating ftmctions generally. In sopie 
cases good: result^. Nnil be Qbvious, by alternating the hydrastin 
with sulphite ^f fioda.r-rPx, King speaks of hydrastis canadensis 
as having been successfully administered in dyspepsia, and in 
chronic ^affections of the mucous coats of the stomach. Of hy- 
drastin he speaks as follows; — "In dyspepsia, and chronic in- 

* Journal of Materia Kedica, vol. ii, p. 127. 
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flammfitiQii of the stomacli it is very valuable, and will be found 
oi especial advantage in the treatment of persons t^ho are in- 
temperate, gradually removing the abnormal cohditibn of the 
stomach, and in many instances destroying the appetite for liquor 
—it may be combined in these cases with sulphate of quinia 
extract of quassia, or other bitter tonics." 

* Kelatiye to the influence of this article in destroying the ap- 
petite for distilled liquors, confirmation is wanting. 

* Dr. King also observes; — "A pill composed of one grain of 
hydrastin, one-twentieth of a grain of alcoholic extract of nux- 
vomica, and sufficient ptelein to form a pill mass, is found an 
efficacious remedy lor some ,fonns of dyspepsia, and loss of ap- 
pletite ; one pill to be given for a dose, and repeated three times a 
<fey."' 

■ Scrofula. — ^Dr. Ooe speaks of hydrastin as a reliable r^nedy 
in scrofula, glandular diseases generally, cutaneous eruptions, in- 
digestion, debility, chronic diarrheea, and dysentery, constipation, 
piles, and all morbid and critical dischargea Dr. Lee refajs to 
this plant, as being satisfied of its useful alterative eBBdc/ta in scrof- 
ulous and chronic cutaneous afifections, proving hsisMve to the 
bowels, and at the same time* influencing the secretions generally. 

Piles. — ^Dr. Coe observes ;-^" As a general remedy in the treat- 
ment of piles, we know of no better (speaking of hydrastin). 
''^e have cured many inveterate cases by administering the hy- 
drastin twice or thrice a day," alternated with an occasional dose of 
j^ophylliji, and usirig ftnliiflision df the hydrastin as an injection 
into the rectum. P^iSeYerance iia highly easential to a cure in 
chronic; cases**' Thfe agent may be associated with the ordinary 
r^medie^ used in the fir^tnient of this harasidng ailbction. 

Ii^TOif yrTBNT Fivfe — The Hydrastis canadensis is spoken of 
l^ Dr. ^i^r ^ ^^T^iSf^P successfully administered in remittent, 
^Pld intennittent feyere, aad wherever tonici ^re required. Dr. 
(^rei|c^W;T-"^e apjti:p|eriodid power of hydrastin is feeble, 
TOt. it. will ejiecta. cure, in many diseases characterised by period- 
i^j^^ by r^a^n of its resolyeiut^ alt^tiye^ chpl<^ogue, auji lax; 
aiive properties.'^ 

Dr. Lee observes: — "It has been used to some extent in in- 
termittent fever?, especially wheA associate(J with the liver, and it 
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is eaidf with yeiy marked auooe6& There is no proof, tiowever 
that it pOflsesses anj greater anti-periodic power than the bitter 
tonics geMrally, though, fix>m its deobstment properties, it may 
be better suited to such cases than articles which are destitute of 
duch powers." The alrine excretions, and the biliaiy and other 
secretions should be promoted, by an occasional dose of calomel, 
which in conjunction with hydrastin, will in most cases^ be found 
serviceable. If quinine should be thought necessary in the treat- 
ment of this disease, much less wiU be required to accomplish a 
cure, if it be administered in combination with this agent 

Chbokig Inflamkation of the J^laddeb. — ^Dr. Lee observes 
that " eclectic practitioners place great reliance on this remedy in 
cases of cystitis and gravelly affections: giving the resinoid in 
small and oft-repeated doses." This agent will sometimes be found 
to operate well, in the treatment of this disease, administered in 
conjunction with a liberal amount of Ihe infusion, of the root of 
the apium petroselinum. In some cases, the hydrastin will be 
found to act efSiciently, associated with pareira brava, the diosma 
crenata, the epigea repens, or the chimiphila umbellata. 
. Dr. Coe remarks upon this subject as follows: 

" In many derangements of the urinary apparatus we have found 
the Hydrastin to answer an admirable purpose. In chronic in- 
flammation of the bladder, we deem it one of the most reliable 
agents of cure. It should be given in small and repeated doses.^^ 
In chronic congestion of the ureters, chronic suppression of the 
urine, and gravelly affections, the Dr. adds ;— " It will be found 
highly useful" In combination with geranium, it is said to have 
given satis&ction as a valuable injection, in inflmmation and ulcer- 
ation of the internal coating of the bladder. If the urine be acid 
or scanty, this agent may be used in conjunction with the bi- 
carbonates of the flxQd alkalies with nitrate ^f potash and sweet 
spirits of nitre, in demulcent or emollient vehioles. If there be 
no irritation of the mucous membrane of the bladder, an infusion 
of the root of the hydrastis canadensis with wild-carrot seeds 
might be administered with advantage. Mr. C!oulson, as quoted 
by Copland, used the infusion of wild carro^seeds, m chronic 
U3K>-cystitis with some d^ree of succesa 

Ikcontikskcs of Urine. — Many remedies have been an- 
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nounoed fot th^ cure of this aiudojing affection, conspicuous i^noii{^ 
whiclirank belladonna, and cantharidea^ though often filing, to 
complete ^ cttre. Another remedy, hydrastin, is added to ihfd Uist, 
as an efficient one in the treatment of t|ps coqiphiinit Dr/'Coe 
refers to thii9 agent, as one which will lt>e found highly useful in 
tke treatment of incontinence of the urine, and also in diabetes. 

AfI^botiokb of ths Spleen.— The function of this organ has 
caused much dispute among phy^ologbts, and it has even been a 
mooted question, whether its existence was at all essential . to the 
health of the animal economy. The spleen has, in ntimcrous 
cases, says Dr. Copland, * bee& removed from animals, and without 
any perceptible effect on their health. The. same has agam and 
again occurred, he remarks, by accident or design, in the Iium^n 
subject, Br. Crisp is quoted, as having exhibited, at the physiolo- 
gical meeting of ^e Medical Society of London, Nov. 4, 1853, a 
dog ithe ^leen of which was removed two years and a half pre- 
vious. The animal was said to be in good condition, and did not 
a^)ear in any way to have suffered from the loss of the organ. 
After quoting many cases, in which animals had lived, afler the 
removal of die spleen, Dr. Copland observes : — " Notwithstanding 
these facts, it is generally maintained by physiologists that the 
spleen is intended, in some way or other, to operate on the blood 
which passes through it" Whatever may be its use or value to 
the animals who possess it, one thing is settled in regard to it, and 
that is that the spleen is subjected to a variety of diseases, which 
not unfcequently jeopardize life. 

Congestion, inflammation, absess, eta, are diseases not uncommon 
to this organ, also many others. 

Dr. Coe remarks ;— " In affections of the spleen, mesentery, an 
abdominal viscera generally, it, (hydrastin) is an efficient and 
reliable remedy." As this organ is liable to a variety of diseases 
occurring from a diversity of causes, consequently no one remedy 
can rationally be considered equally applicable in all affections of 
this organ. 

Hydrastin will be found useful in diseases of the spleen associa- 
ted with anemia, agues, eta, symptoms requiring the employment 
of quinine and iron. It may be used with advantage, in con- 
junction with the above remedies. 

♦Med. Dictionary, vol. 3, p. 987. 



'Enlarged spleen, resuJliDg from intermittent fever, frill some- 
tiihes p'eld to the appHcatiod of a me^^ and the in- 

ternal ,empl6ymen^ of quinine and hydiiMtiiL 

Bronchitis. — Dr. Cfe^e * ol)serves; — "We would here add that 
our experieQce h^ demonstrated the Hydrastm to Be a valuable 
renpiedj in bronchitis, lairyngitis, and other afifections^^ of the rea- 
pitatory organs, We^ve it in doses from one to two gnliiis three 
or four times a( Say, and use the foUowii^g gwgl® ; 

% Hydrastin, - • • ^ • * 2)i, . 

* ::,Tmct Myr^ ;•' • " " " Sy- V 

Mix,. One teaspooful added to a wiile glassful ot water, and the 
thrdat gargled several times a. day." Judging from the influence 
thkt this agent exerts ^nerally, over mucous surfiu^es, it might 
rationally l^ iliferred that in bronchitis,, partloulaily, in some stages 
of . thi? maladjf, it, would exercise a cpntrolling power; 

It. may. b|^ .e^Iplpyed in combination with other remSedies^ 
usually Admiii^9^£r^(^/ i the treatment of this disease. 

AM£N:G^BH€^^-*Supprei6ion of the laenses i!nay take place from 
a variety of eaUs^, -and may often be complicated with other 
afBoctions, as vicarious . haemorrhage from various or^^ans, inflam- 
mations, anaemia^ phthisis, chorea and mapy other maladies. 
The treatment mu^t, therefpre, of^n^ be somewhat controlled by 
the character of the. ^(Knplicatipns and causes; 

Prof C, 4*. I^ * ,obfi«ry;es ;— " In chloiotic amenorrhoea it (hy- 
drastis caiiad^nsis) has proved a; very successful reniedy in com- 
bination with the chalybeate&" He iemarks~i^t: r^f.Theiesinpid, 
in union with iron (by hydrogen) ^ wiD be, perhaps ^j-ithe most 
eligible." , . '. (.- '■^^ • 

GoNOBBHiBA. — From the Ohio Med. and Surg. Journal, the 
following is taken. — "I am not aware that any of my brethren 
have ever used it (hydrastis canadensis) in this affection before 
myself. My experience, however, in the adminstration of it, 
though not extensive, is yet sufficient to warrant me in soliciting 
a trial of it by those having more opportunity of testing itd 
curative powers than I have. I have used it in several cas^ in 
various stages of the disordw, and in ever^ ease , with the most 

*Coe's work on coneentraled (Hlgttaio niedicmes, p. S$4. 
^Journal of Materia Medica, vol. iii, p, 127. 
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satisfactory results ; more especially with males than females. I 
was led , to. its use by noticing its well known sanative properties 
over inflammations of mucous and epithelial structures — such as 
aphthae of the mouth, eta The ardor urinse, a (discharge of 
miuopupj haa been entirely suspended in every case in from 
t^|pepity-four to seventy -two hours. In some cases I used t^^c baj- 
sam copaibsB, in others injection^ ot infusion of the hydrastis 
alone, bul^ with about the same results— a perfect and pernaknent 
ci:%qlik?ation oif the disorder. I iave varied the strength to suit tiie 
ca8e;in'it8:tiiff(^nt stages,, but as a general rule X have used about 
09©di5>chm of' Ihe dried r^ pint, of infusion — ^injecting a 

sy?ingeful thr^ or four . times- a. day. I hope tfiat some of the 
pi;i^^«fiion will give this article a &ij trial/' 

. It might be of servicein some cases, to use the extract of cbnium 
freely, in conjunction with the hydrastis. 

Exi4sBNAL Employment. — ^Dr. Coe remarks ; " Externally, the 
Hydrastin is employed in ophthalmia, otorrhcea, catarrh, eczema, 
ulcers, etc. From one to two drachms may be infus^ in one pint 
of boiling water, and the resinoid principle allowed to precipitate. 
It may be used as a wash in ophthalmia, as ah injection in otprrhoea, 
and snuffed up the nostrils for the relief of catarrh. We have 
used it in thia way with much benefit When more of the astrin- 
gent property is required, it may be joined with Qeranin, or 
Myricin, or Hamamelin, etc., one drachm to one pint, of boiling 
water. The dry Hydrastin sprinkled upon the surface of an ulcer 
will act as a mild escharotic, dissolve ftmgoid growths^ and provoke 
healthy discharge. We sometimes combine it with Baptisin for 
this purpose, equal parts. Or with Sanguiiiarin, Phytolacin or 
Trilliin. With Baptijnn and Trilliin it; fonns m excellent ap- 
plication, for. canc!N?ous and pt^er- qff^nsiye ulcer^^ correct^ig the 
acrimony aiHl fetor of the discharge Also as an injection into 
the bowels hi diarrhoea and dysentery manil^ting a^ tcmdi&ncy to 
pmtrescency (putrescence), l^^e iptp aa oiKtQi;e^t with lard, one 
drachm to thit.<^0P6, it is useft^ iii epep^a and othjer cutaneous 
€ruptiona^.pil*8,^^te. 

The £>UQif^g ire have.found excellent .for piles, scaly emptions 
about the nose, Ups^ eapi, etc. . , 

51 Hydxairtin, - - - - - 3 ss. 
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Gteranin, " - - - - - 388. 

Gelsemin, ...... grg. xv. 

Lard, Jj. 

Make an ointment 

The hjdrastin may be dissolved in alcohol and used with much 
benefit as a stimulant in obstinate scaly eruptions, op<icity of the 
cornea, enlarged tonsils, sjrph^itic ulcerations, etc" 

Dr. King speaks highly of its use in many diseases externally. 

Much more might be added relative to its therapeutical employ- 
ment, and its combinations with other remedies. There are 
general principles, in the combination of medical properties, which 
should serve as a guide, in the association of different articles in 
the treatment of disease. These, as Prof Lee ha« observed, 'iiave 
been so fully stated and illustrated by Dr. Paris as to need no ad* 
ditonal elucidation. 

PREPABATIONa 

Fluid Extract, - • - Dose, i^ to 2 Drams. 

Solid Extract, ... ** 2 to 5 Grains. 

Hydrastin (Resinoid) - " J to 5 Grains. 

Hydrastin (Neutral) - - - " 2 to 6 Graina 

Hydrastin Alkaloid) • - " 1 to 5 Grains. 
Pills of Hydrastin. (Neutral) - 1 gr. each. 

" "Hydrastina. - - - i " « 

TINCTURE or GOLDEN SEAL, 

Fluid Extract .... Three Ounces. 
Diluted Alcohol - - - One Pi»t 

Dose. — Half to one and a half ounces. 

COMPOUITD TINCTUBE OF GOLDEN SJLA.L. 

Fluid Extract of Golden Seal, - Four Drama 

" " " Lobelia - Two Ounces. 

Diluted Alcohol - - - One Pint. 
DosE. — One to two and a half drama 

Fluid Extract of Golden Seal • Half Ounce. 

" " " Aconite - - Half Dram. 

Water • • - - Pour Ounoea 

COMPOUND INFUSION OP GOLDBN SEAL. 

Fluid Extract of Golden Seal - Half Ounce. 
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" Blue Cohosh • ^ " 
" " . " Witch Hazel • 
Pulverized Alum ^ • . . One Dram. 

Honey Three Drama 

Water One Pint 

Valuable as a wash or gargle in various fc^rms of sore moutb 
and ulcerated throat 
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BY THEODORE C. MILLER, M. D., CONTINUED FROM VOL. 7 PAGE 309. 

Therapeutical Effect 



The therapeutical effect of any remedy is the sum of the in- 
fluence of the same on a disease of Ac blood or any of the organs, 
though which this disease can be removed, provided the used remedy 
is suitable for the special case, that is if its physico-chemical 
peculiarity corresponds with the physico-chemical base of interrup- 
tion of the disease. 

The medical remedies cause in a healthy organism processes of 
diseases by inducing an abnormal condition ; in a discard subject, 
this result is otherwise; there are present abnormal conditions, 
which have caused the whole process of diseasa That remedy 
which arrests this abnormal condition, removes it and causes n 
abnormal process, iPit is used in the disease in a sufficient and not in 
too great quantities. But that medicine which cannot remove the 
present £),bnormal condition, causes as iii^the healthy organism the 
same abnormal process and has therefore in the diseased one a 
more disadvantageous influence, as it adds to a present one yet a 
second diseased process. 

The therapeutical effeot is a direct and indirect ona Under a 
direct effect we understand the hnmediate combatment of the 
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physico-chemical principle which promotes disturbance of the blood, 
organic l^ions and functional disorders of the several organs This 
efifect tak^s pJace without severe symptoms. 

The inpiireci effect of any remedy is the operation of the same 
upon the place of application or upon a distant organ or the blood, 
tl^e aim of which is to. disturb and to stop the progress of the 
malady by inducing chemical, anatomic or ftmctional alteration of 
the diseased members. 

The therapeutic effect of any remedy can be directed upon the 
physico-chemical basis of disturbance upoftf the process, and on 
the bare symptoms of the disease. The three methods of the 
therapeutics in the use of the Gelseminum I shall consider here to- 
gether. We use the (Stelseminum in order to reduce the increased 
activity in the sphere of the cerebro-spinal nervous system and 
particularly for the increased sensibility of the sensible fibres, for 
h^ghtened action of the muscles to moderate and also to lower 
the action of the heart 

EeMEDIAL EmPLOYMEITT, iNT^RNAIiLY: 

1. Intekmittent Fbveb.— In many cases I have succeeded 
without the combinatipn of Quini^ but in the majority of cases it 
requires the addition of Sulphate Quinia, Sulph. Qniniodine or 
^ulph. Cinchona, which are all antidotes agaiBst large doses of 
r^iseininum. The combination of Quinia ha3 one great advantage 
in this class of diseases that it makes the cure short and moi^ pest- 
manent 

In cases wh^re the Gelseminum arrest the interinittents without 
the combination of' any other medicine, we find alwayd by ca;rdM 
examination of the spinal column some places tender to tbetoucL' 
Where the spleen is pamfdl or as in the majority of cases which 
have come under my observations, the enlaigement of the sple^i 
id painless, it reqtiii^es a combination of some o^ Ihe aU^oids of tbe 
]P^eruviaii baril. Ih the cure of InteiBoittents we Imve to oon^id^ 
also, that thii^ disease is <^[^uently combined with an aoid of the 
sibmadh and ihtestines, -with the prevaiMlag epid^smic diseaie, 
n^ieh may consist in an affection of the blood; lil^er, bindu, kid^ 
neys and so on, and with old chronic organic iEuffectioiis, atid through 
this'latter coiripliiition, fev^ef occasionally becomes bbeuniately in- 
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tractable. Quinia with Gelseminum is here indicated and should 
have a fair trial. K the fever be not promptly combated it is 
liable speedily to degenerate, to result in dropsy and finally to 
terminate in death. 

• In the so called "congestive chills" we have a severe type of 
coma, delerimn, convulsion and apoplexy, that is what the 
European writers designate with the name of Intermittents comatosa 
convulsivica, apoplectica. These complications depend on an affec- 
tion of the blood or of the T^rain. In such types Gelseminum 
without the combination of some of the alkaloids of the bark is 
contra-indicated, and is dangerous practice. If the fever be com- 
plicated with hepatic disease, use Podophyllin, Leptandrin, Hy- 
drastin, Nux- Vomica, Ptelein, Quassia, Sanguinaria, or other 
remedies which influence the liver ; in renal disease, use Golden 
rod ; Calomel or Blue Mass are contra-indicated 

In old affections of the liver we cannot aways complete a cure, 
and in such a condition of the system the mercurials are dangerous 
medicines. The properly selected remedy for the liver will 'or- 
dirarily at least exercise a palliative influence on hepatic disordiprs 
after which Gelseminum and Quinia, may be given tnth positive ^- 
vantaga Sometimes after a cure of the intermittents per se be 
perfected one or the other of the oigans which have been until now^ 
only been in sympathy affected, as the stomach, liver, kidney will 
be in reality the se&t of disease. Vhen it will be necessary prompt* 
ly to combat the local affection, otherwise relapse may take place. 

Symptoms that indicate disorder of the brain require active 
treatment and here the Gelseminum with Quinia fre(ju.ently proyes 
an excellent combination. But sometimes this treatment will Ml 
as in " blood disease " and cuprum sulphuricum purum in doses of 
on^-eighth to one-fourth grain is indicated. Again the use of Bel- 
ladonna or Stramonium is called for. 

I have resided now over 25 years in this section of the country, 
but never observed before so many cases of intermittent fev^ as 
at. present (aid of August and beginning of Septetnber 1868.) The 
prevalence of the fever is no doubt owing to tiie great amount of 
rain which has fallen followed by extreme heat 

Small infiintig and older children in th^ . mcipient stage of this 
malady have convulsions. 
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A German author on Materia Medica and Therapeutics, Dr. M. 
W. Plagge : has some very apposite remarks which I will translate : 

" Here I must make one important remark concerning the treat- 
ment of children, that in small children intermittent fevei has an 
entirely difierent appearance than in adults. In children we never 
have the peculiar chill or ague, but mostly in the place of it 
" Convulsions " never so distinct intermission, as in adults, and it 
therefore happens, that the physician does not recognize intermittent 
fever, but medicates to the great disadvantage of the small ones, 
for an entirely different disease." 

The following preparation I find very efficacous : 

9 Sulphate of Cinchona. - - - • 3 1- 
Tincture Gelaeminum. . . , 51. 

Tincture of Precipitated Extr. of Bark, • 5 ss. 
Fluid Extract of Calisaya Bark, - - 3 2; 

M. D. S. From 40 to 50 drops 4 times daily during the ap- 
ypoesia. Shake well before taking Concentratai sugar water is 
the best vehicla 

The Tincture of the Precipitated Extract of Bark is prepared 
by treating 1 ounce of extract with 8 ounces of alcohol 

{To he Contiwued.) 



I • ^ ■ I 



USE OF CABBOLIC ACID. 



LiTHOPOLis, February 2nd, 1869. 

Editor Lavcbt and Obssrvsb : Where will the use of our much 
lauded friend, '' Carbolic Acid,'' cease ? We have used in all forms of 
ulcers, whether gangrenous or simple, and now our respected confrere 
from Bidgeville uses it in '' Dysentery," and proposes that we should 
ues it in '^ l^phoid Fever." Perhaps we may, but we prefer to hear 
the result of the experience of our friends, before we give up our ^'hobby " 
of careful nursing and supporting remedies, but I do propose to men> 
tion wherein I have used it, and with, I think, very encouraging results. 

I have read the reports of the Academy of Medicine of your dty, on 
the '^ Discussion of Diphtheria," with careful interest, from the time it 
was first commenced until the dose, and have discovered the following 
points worthy of special notice : 
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First. — ^That the members therof have shown themselves not lacking 
in energy in their persistent attempts to misunderstand each other, and 
Secondly. — That each one seems to have some *' pet hobby," as a 
local application to the throat, and 

Third. — ^That upon one point they are almost unanimously agreed, 
viz. That whatever may be their special local application, a constitution- 
al and supporting course is indicated. 

Having used as a local application the Tr. Ferri Murias diluted, 
then full strength, by means of the sponge probang, to the fauces — then 
a solution of nitrate of silver at different strength and having the ex- 
udation appearing upon the abraded surface, after each application ; the 
patient becoming more and more prostrated, notwithstanding a vigor- 
ous constitutional and supporting treatment, with symptoms of ap- 
proaching dissolution, viz. vomiting, hiccough, with increased frequency 
of pulse, I thought of our friend *' Carbolic Acid." 

At first I used a solution of gtts z to | i of distilled or rain water, 
by means of the sponge probang, to the throat and faucea every six 
hours, at the same time continuing the constutional treatment, (as the 
patient could bear it,) ; afterward increasing the strength of the solution, 
as well as frequency of application, with a marked imprevement in the 
condition of the patient. 

One of the first cases in whiA I used the add as above, was that of 
a little girl, ten years of age, very anemic with vital powers consider- 
ably reduced, having had frequent attacks <rf intermittent fever during 
the last two years, the disease having been in progress for three days, 
with a dark colored mass covering each tonsil, upon which the Tr. Iron 
did not seem to have the least effect, and the sponge removing pieces 
of the ulcerated mass, only to be reproduced by a new deposit of ex- 
udation, the add seemed to exercise great control, and the appearance 
of the throat was very greatly improved after each application. 

In one case, a young man, aged twenty-three, married six weeks, the 
disease of three days duration when first seen, (the friends thought 
themselves capable of treating the disease.) I found the following : 

Haggard look ; sunken eyes ; pulse, 182 per minute, which soon Iq. 
creased to 138 per minute ; vomiting almost every time any medicine 
(as quinine or iron) was taken with increased suffering whenever the 
Tr. Iron was used as a local application; tonsils covered with a thick 
heavy deposit, some portions quite dark ; soft palate, and &uces of a 
deep red, almost scarlet color ; with inability to take nourishment. 

I at once commenced to use the acid as an application to the throat. 
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with counter-irritants externally, and small quantities of mucilage of 
acacia and beef tea internally, also used the hypodermic injection of 
morphine over the stomach, with marked benefit. The patient could 
not retain either quinine, brandy, whisky, or wine in hi^ stomach for 
some hours. As soon as the patient could bear it, constitutional treat- 
ment was commenced in small doses, and relied entirely upon the acid 
as a local application to the throat in this case. The result was mfost 
gratifying not only to the friends, but to myself, and within one week 
from the time I first saw the patient he was convalescent. I might add 
that he had very careful nursing. 

I have use4 the acid as above in several cases, and deem it superior 
to any application I have ever seen used. It is not as unpleasant to 
the taste as either the Tr. Iron or nitrate of silver, and even small 
children do not have that fear of it; that it will cure or even relieve 
every case of diphtheria, but look upon it as a remedy that will give 
as great satisfaction, in this disease, as a local application to the throat 
as any'^that has thus far been tHed. 

It is only necessary to add that it should always be applied by mean» 
of the sponge, so that every part of the diseased surface may be 
touched. — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 
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THE USE QF CHE;STNXIT LEAVES, CAiStENEA 
Vise A, IN HOQtikG-GOUGH. 

BT j; LUDLOW, M. D., CINCINNATI. 



In the treatment of this very &tal disealse to childhood, I have a&ifay» 
wished for some agent or remedy to relieve that moist ui:geilt of all 
symptoms in the second slaige, the spasm that is so trying to the suffer- 
er, and to which the patient often succumbs. 

I, like the drowning person who gira^ps at every straw, have tried 
all the various remedies that have been recommended by t&e best 
authority, from time to time, from all bf which I obtainied some assist- 
ance, but not one of the many met my desire. 

More than two years ago the remedy plabed at the begmning of this 
article was brought to my notice by a professional brother of ditSii6ity, 
Dr. Uuzicker, he telling me that in his hands it had never fkiled to tmre^ 
not relieve the spasm, and bring the disease to a speedy <nid. I, there- 
fore determined to give it a fair trial whenever opportunity offered, and 
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in every case that I have treated since, I have invariably used it, and 
with the happiest reaults. I found that in all cases that it would, in 
from five to ten days, relieve the spasm, and in about two weeks cure 
it ; and the little sufferer would hoop no more, but go on to a speedy 
recovery to the great delight of myself and its friends. 

I make an infusion of the leaves, by taking one-half of an ounce of 
them to the pint of boiling water, and aflerward add to this a pint of 
cold water, to which is added sufficient of white sugar to make it 
palatable to the patient, and give of this cold as much as I can get the 
patient to take during the day and evening. Giving it to drink in place 
of cold water, the child soon gets to like it, and I have no trouble in 
getting a sufficient quantity taken to produce the desired result. This 
remedy I believe of such importance, that I would urge it upon the 
attention of the profession at large. — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 
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THE CURE OF HYDROPHOBIA. 



The following article from the French newspaper La Ferma will be 
read, with interest. It suggests one of the most simple remedies for hy. 
drophobia, being at the same time preventive and curative. The paper 
named, says: 

*' Dr.Buisson being called to assist a subject of hydrophobia who ap. 
preached the final crisis of the disease, bled her and wiped his hand on 
a handkerchief wet with the saliva of the dying woman. On the first 
finger of the lefb hand he had a small contusion where the skin was 
broken. He was immediately cognizant of his thoughtlessness; but 
trusting to the process which he had but recently discovered, he contented 
himself with washing himself with water. * Believing, 'says Dr. Buisson, 
^that the disease did not make its appearance until the fortieth day, and 
having many patients to visit, I put off taking my remedy from day to 
to day, that is, the steam baths. On the ninth day, as I was in my 
chamber, I felt all at once a pain in my throat, and still a greater one 
in my eyes. My body felt so light that I thought that if I were to jump 
I would be able to throw myself to a prodigious height, or that by hold- 
ing on to a window frame, I could sustain myself in the air. My hair 
was so sensative that it seemed to me that I could count every one of 
them without seeing them; my mouth watered constantly; the impression 
caused by contact with the air made me feel horribly, and I avoided all 
brilliant bodies. I had a constant desire to run and bite, not men, but 
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aaimals, and all that which surrounded me. It hurts me to drink and 
I have noticed that the sight of water tried me more than the pain in 
my throat. I believe that a patient of hydrophobia can always drink 
by closing the eyes. The fits came every five minutes, and I felt then 
the pain start from the first finger and run along the nerves to the shoulder^ 
Thinking that 'my means were only a preventive and not a curative one 
I took a steam bath, not with the intention of healing myself but to 
suffocate myself. "When the bath reached the heat if 57 degrees centi- 
grade all the symptoms disappeared as if by magic. Afterward, I never 
felt anything more. I have attended more than eighty persons bitten 
by mad dogs. All have been saved by this method. 

"When a person has been bitten by a mad dog he must be made to 
take seven steam baths, one each day; Russian, for instance, of 57 to 
63 degrees. When the disease makes its appearance only one steam bath 
is necessary, raising the temperature hastily to 57 degrees centigrade, 
and afterward slowly to 63 degrees. The patient should be well confined 
to his room until completely cured. " — Druggists* Circular and Chemical 
Gazette, 
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ON THE FLUID EXTRACT OF LIQUORICE ROOT 
AS AN EXCIPIENT FOR QUINIA. 



In the November number of the journal (1868), I noticed a com- 
mimication on syrup of chocolate as a vehicle for quinine, by the use 
of which it appears the taste of quinine is entirely avoided. There is 
at least one objection to the use of the preparation referred to : the time 
and pains necessary to prepare it. This might not be an objection to 
some apothecaries, but to the majority I think it would be. The writer 
also mentions its liability to ferment, which would be another objection. 

AfVer reading the article refered to, I remembered having on several 
ocasions added as an adjuvant powdered extract of liquqrice, as per 
perscription, to quinine mixtures, but which, as far as I could judge, did 
not much conceal the bitter taste of the medicine. About the same time 
I had occasion to take some quinine, and on looking around for some- 
thing to overcome its bitterness, I tried the fluid-extract of liquorice- 
root, when I found it to completely conceal the taste. 

The inference, then, may be that the gly cyrrhizin, said to be the source 
of the sweet taste in the root, and described as a transparent yellow 
gelatinous substance, overcame the bitterness of the quinine, and that 
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the principle is, in part, destroyed or impaired by the process of manu- 
&cture in producing the commercial extract. 

Might not the fluid-extract or a concentrated tincture be used to more 
completely cover the taste of aloes in the tincture, of which Dr. Wood 
says, " liquorice answers the purpose imperfectly "? also in other prep- 
arations having an unpleasant taste 1 — Dr. Joseph Harrop, Journal of 
Pharmacy. — Druggists'' Circular and Chemical Gazette. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Diphtheria. — Dr. W. Roser lays down the following as the general 
conclusions dedueible from the most recent investigations into the pa- 
thology of diphtheria. 1 . Diphtheria is not confined to mucous surfaces, 
but may appear also on the surface of wounds. A wounded individual, 
when brought in contact with a patient suffering under an attack of diph- 
theria of the throat, is liable to have his wounds become covered with 
a diphtheritic effusion. 2. The diphtheria of wounds and hospital gan- 
grene are not identical. The similarity of the two diseases, it is true, 
renders the diagnosis very difficult. The diphtheritic appearance of a 
wound may be followed by paralysis, but not so hospital gangrene. 4. 
There is an hospital angina {angina nosocomialis). Hence hospital gan- 
grene presents this farther analogy with diphtheria, that it may be at- 
tended with a peculiar form of diphtheritic' angina. 5. Besides the 
laryngeal diphtheria, denominated croup, there is, also, simple diphthe- 
ritic angina as well as a pyaemic, scarlatinose, typhus, variolous, etc. 
diphtheritic angina. There is a diphtheria of the gums, and of the mucous 
lining of the mouth. This form of diphtheria is not to be confounded 
with epidemic stomatitis, as has been done by Bretonneau. 7. Cases of 
diphtheritis of the urinary bladder, but especially those attended with 
a discharge of ammoniacal urine, are to be viewed as the result of a spe- 
cific infection from hospital gangrene. 8. What has been denominated 
diphtheritis of the large intestines, includes different specific morbid 
processes; thus is a dysenteric, hospital, typhous diphtheria, and perhaps, 
also, several forms of toxic diphtheritis of the large intestines. 9. 
What have been described as diphtheritic affections of the vagina include 
cases of genuine diphtheritis, gangrene, as also cases of pys&mic, bine- 
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norrhagic, and syphilitic inflammations of the part. 10. The mucous coat 
of the eye may be the seat of true diphtheria, but from many causes 
the eye is also liable to an inflammation attended with fibrinous ^exuda- 
tion and infiltration simulating diphtheria. 11. It would appear to be 
necessary to admit the occurrence of septic or cachectic diphtheritis. 
12. The cases of what has been termed secondary diphtheritis are, in 
most cases, of a different nature. Some, it is true, are realy diphthe- 
retic, occurring in a diseased person, or one convalescent from disease; 
while it is very certain that others are the result of pyaemia. It is proba- 
ble that the cause of many of these so called chronic cases must be sought 
for in a septic or ammoniacal cachexy. — Archiv d' Hellkimde, Leipzig ^ 
Jan. 1869. — American Journal of the Medical Sciences. 



Arsenic in the Treatment of Uterine Affections. — Arsenic, ac- 
cording to Waring and Stille, has been used with decided benefit in 
carcinoma of the uterus and in menorrhagia, by Dr. Hunt, of Dart- 
mouth, England. Its value in atonic menorrhagia has been confirmed 
by the celebrated Dr. Lacock, who states that he has employed it with 
great success in this and many other uterine affections. He thinks it 
acts specifically. In one case of cancer of the uterus, in which no relief 
was obtained from twenty-four grains of morphia, great ease and benefit 
accrued from small doses of Fowler's Solution. Dr. Lacock thinks 
highly of arsenic in this class of diseases. In menorrhagia, leucorrhoea 
and uterine hsemorrhage, in threatened obortion, and after delivery. 
Dr. A. Bums speaks of arsenic as a most reliable remedy. In leucor- 
rhcea he gives five drops of Fowler's Solution three times a day, till a 
cure is effected. Dr. Simpson has used it successfully in amenorrhagia 
and dysmenorrhagia, as well as in that peculiar affection of the bowels 
characterized by copious discharges of membranous shreds and acom- 
panied by great emaciation and a long train of neuralgic and other 
nervous symptoms. 

M. Imbert Gourbeyre has drawn attention to the great utility of 
Fowler's Solution in the treatment of vulvar pruritus. Other physicians 
have found it more useful in ulceration of the os uteri than the ap- 
plication of nitrate of silver and other caustics. In fact it is as bene- 
ficial in various ulcerations of the mucous membranes as it is well 
known to be in many ulcerations and eruptians upon the skin. — The 
Medical Gazette. '^Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 



Treatment fo Valvular Disbasxs of the Left Side of the Heart 
BY Inhalation. — Dr. C. Gerhardt believes that he has arrived at-valuable 
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results by experimentation on inhalation of chemical solutions in the 
treatment of valvular diseases. He employs an aqueous solution of 
bicarbonate of soda, ^ to 1^ per cent, in strength; the patient inhales 
this for a quarter of an hour at a time, three or four times daily. He 
has tried this plan with fifteen patients; seven of these were the subjects 
of old heart disease; in one of them no improvement whatever was ef- 
fected, the malady running on without a check to a fatal issue. Another 
was only temporarily improved: the remaining five were notably im- 
proved, and left the hospital with a distinctly altered condition of the 
diseased valves; one of these had been a very bad case, an old man, who 
was oedematous, and suffered from severe orthopncea. The remaining 
eight cases were of recent endocarditis; in three of these Gerhardt be 
lieves that the medicine obtained a direct and complete cure. In thre«> 
others there was great improvement. The remaining two were cases Q'i 
mitral disease, in which the subjective symptpns were alleviated. Ger- 
hardt thought the results of the treatment so favourable as to warrant 
experiments with other inhaled remedies — viz., nitrate of potash, and 
chloride of iron; but the result of a few trials did not encourage him to 
proceed. — The Practitioner , Feb. 1869, from Dcutsches Archiv, /, klin, 
Medicin,, xv 2. — American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 



Chorea Treated by Succus Conii. — Dr. John Harley has recorded 
{Practitioner, Sep. 1868) a few cases of chorea successfully treated by 
large doses of succus conii, and one successfully treated by the same 
remedy is reported in the Lancet, March 6, 1869. The subject of it 
was a thin, pallid youth, est. 17, who had the disease for six months. 

The involuntary movements were constant, universal, and very violent. 

He could not speak more than one word at once, and could not pro- 
trude his tongue. Chloroform, bromide of potassium, and other rem- 
edies having failed, Dr. Welch ordered the patient, on Dec. 16, to take 
one drachm of the succus conii everv six hours. The case had now be 
come so serious that a fatal termination was feared. The one-drachm 
dose seemed to have little effect, and was doubled in two days' time 
when some benefit appeared to result. On the 18th December a dose 
of three drachms was given, after which the patient complained of tran- 
sient giddiness and slight impairment of vision. The same dose was 
repeated at intervals of six hours, with the mo&t marked and rapid 
benefit. In two days the patient was comparatively well, and the sore 
over the scapula soon presented a good healing edge. The subsequent 
progress of the case was satisfactory. — American Journal of the Med- 
ical Sciences. 
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The Advantagb of Administering Colocynth in the form of 
Tincture. — By R. W. Crighton, M. D., Edin., Leamiogton. The value 
of colooynth in eases of habitual constipation, and likewise as a re- 
vulsant in head affection, has been long understood ; but seems to have 
been not quite sufficiently appreciated in this country, from the drug 
having generally been used in the crude state. 

The tincture, as employed in Prussia and admitted into the national 
Pharmacopoeia, ' is a much more agreeable and convenient method of 
using it ; the small dose required — ^ten to twenty minims — ^being easily 
combined in the same mixture with tincture of hyoscyamus, bromide of 
potassium, or other medicinal agents. Next to croton oil, it seems to 
have the greatest effect among purgatives in diminishing hypersemia 
within the cranium ; and, in case of threatened or actual cerebral hem- 
orrhage, its administration with tincture of hyoscyamus and bromide 
of potassium I have frequently seen attended with the best results. 
In habitual constipation, ten, or even five, minims in a little water an 
hour before breakfast, generally suffice to insure a full evacuation, 
without much inconvenience, or the doae requiring to be increased. 

The introduction of this preparation into the British Pharmacopoeia 
would, I am convinced, be useful in extending the agency of the drug 
in many cases of disease in which its action would be beneficial, but 
where at present it is but little employed. — Brit^ MedL Jour, — Cal- 
ifornia Medical Oazeiiee. 



AcuTS AnTHRrric Rheumatism Treated Wiih Large Doses of 
Opium* — ^W. R. Samples, M. D., was called to attend a patioit suflfer- 
ing from a ** highly acute attad^ of rheumatic leva*, with a high grade 
of arthritic symptoms.'' The arthritic pun was very severe ; the heart 
symptoms indioated pericarditis with efius^on. Sulphate of magnesia 
was ordered to unload the bowels, with a grain of opium to relieve the 
pain. For tttn hours there was no rdte( bat then he fell into a com- 
paratively quiet sle^ whidi lasted about three hours, bat on waking 
tlie pabu was modi aggravated. The opium was thai renewed and con- 
tinued lor Ibrty-eight hoars, when having had bat very little sle^ and 
the pains eoittinuing moat intoise, the opium was increased to two 
grains every koor, until dm syston was ccnnpletdy anda- its influence. 
The Q^um was omitted for intervals of three or lour hours, but im- 
mediately renewed upon indioatioiis of retaniing pain, and it was not 
until threes hundred and forty grains had be«A administered that entire 
and permanent reliel was eflect e d. Save the occasional dose of sulphate 
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of magnesia he took no other medicine than opium until all pain and 
inflammatory symptoms had ceased, when he was put upon tonics and 
l)eeftea, and on the tenth day he was able to sit up, and rapidly regain- 
ed his normal health and strength. — Medical Record. 



Employment of Glyceriiik' of Tannin. — Dr. Sidney Ringer (The 
Practitioner) states this preparation of tannin is very useful in many 
diseases. It is not laid down in the U. S. Dispensatory, but Adolphe 
Wabltuch, M. D., alludes to the following formula for its preparation 
in the Dictionary of Mat. Med. and Ther.i — jj Gallic Acid, |i. ; 
Glycerine, f. | iv. Rub and heat. In ozesena, this combination is high- 
ly prized by Dr. Ringer. He also recommends it in the thin sanious 
or thicker purulent di^harge from the nostrils which sometimes occurs 
after measles and scarlatina ; in the obstruction of the nose frequent in 
syphilitic children. The purulent discharge from the ears, so often met 
with in unhealthy children, can be stopped at once by filling up the ex- 
ternal meatus with this preparation. If there be acute inflammation 
of the meatus, this should be relieved before using the tannin. — Medical 
Record. 



Bismuth in Indigestion — ^W. F. McNutt, M. D., of San Francisco, 
Cal. ( Cal. Med. Gazette), belieyes that bismuth is more than a local 
aneesthetic to the stomach, as generally regarded by practitioners. His 
experience of the administration of bismuth has led him to think that 
its efficacy is due almost entirely to its chemical action upon sulphuret- 
ted hydrogen graerated in the bowels. Bismuth not only destroys the 
sulphuretted hydrogen present in the bowels, but is an antiseptic to al- 
.buminous matters^ preventing their putrid decomposition. He ad- 
ministers to patients, suffering from nervous derangement caused by 
undigested food in the stomach, this drug in doses from five to ten grains, 
and quiet sleep follows. Bismuth combined with Dover's powder has 
a happy effect, when the former does not act as anticipated. — Medical 
Record. • 



NiTRATB of Silver for Obstinate Headache. — Dr. Vignard recona- 
mends nitrate of silver, in large doses, as an efficient treatment for ob- 
stinate headache. 

He describes the case of a female who had suffered under this pain- 
ful affection for more than a month, and who had been unsuccessfully 
treated with opiates, but who recovered perfectly after a few doses of 
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this remedy. He believes it to be most useful in anaemic cases. It 
was prescribed as follows! Nitrate of silver, one grain and a half ; bread, 
quant suff. Divide into six pills— one to be taken every hour. — Ed^ 
Med. Joum. , Dec. 1868, from Bull Gen. de Therup. , 30 May, 1868. 
— American Journal of the Medical Sciences. 



vInvsrted Uterus Eeduckd After Four and A Half Years Du- 
RATION. — Dr. A. K. Reynolds, {Humboldt Medical Archives) report* 
that he was called to a patient in whom inversion of the uterus had ex- 
isted for four and a half years. She had been attended by a midwife^ 
who immediately after her confinement had put the patient upon her 
feet and pulled upon the adherent placenta until the uterus was com- 
pletely inverted and protruded externally. A physician came, removed 
the placenta, and returned the uterus within the vagina, but failed to 
reduce the inversion. Subsequently it was treated by several physicians, 
some of whom cauterized the surface, supposing it to be ulceration of 
the crevix. Dr. Reynolds attempted to reduce the inversion, but afler 
an hours trial it was found necessary to abandon the operation until the 
rigidity of the cervix could be overcome. To overcome this an elastic 
air bag was introduced and inflated. By this means the parts were re- 
laxed and the rigidity of the crevix in a great measure disappeared, 

A second attempt at reduction was sccessful in about twenty minutes^ 
The patient made a perfect recovery. — Medical Record. 



Sulphite of Soda in Erysipelas — Dr. Hewson writes that he has 
used this salt for four years as an external application to erysipelas,, 
and had obtained results interesting and surprising. He thinks recent 
researches would lead us to suppose that erysipelas was due to crypto- 
gamic or animalcular origin, and the well known power of the sulphites 
in destroying such organisms, accounts for its useful action in that dis- 
ease. He employs a solution of ten grains to the ounce of water, 
applied on lint, to the surface affected, and to a considerable distance 
beyond it, and covered with oiled silk, to prevent the evaporation of 
the solution. It not only produces a decided bleaching effect on the 
•^discolored surface, in every instance, in the first twenty- four hours of 
its use, but it invariably destroyed all traces of the disease in forty-eight 
hours from the first application. — Philadelphia University Journal of 
Medicine. 



* 
1 



Chlorosis. — Dr. C. H. Bauer, in AUgem. Wiener Med. Zeitung, No. 
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33, 1868 recommends in the treatment of this disease, above all other 
remedies, the " saccharate of iron," prepared after the formula of Krai. 
He says tays that it is more easily assimilated, and does not derange 
the digestive organs, as most of the other chalybeates do ; the carbonate 
of iron would also be a very good form of administration if we could 
get it but owing to the instability of the combination, we hardly ever 
get ferri. carb. when we prescribe the article sold under that name. A 
peculiar effect of the saccharate is its rapid production of animal heat ; 
the previously cold hand and feet soon become warm, the lips and gums 
red, under its use. — Druggists^ Circular and Chemical Gazette. 



Treatment in Diarrh(ea of Infants. — Dr. Smith {lILed, News and 
Library), in his valuable papers on the " wasting Diseases of Infants 
and Children," recommends the following prescription, if the bowels 
are rather loose, with dark slimy, oifensive stools : 

5 Tinct. Opii ITI viii. 

Ol. Rieini, 3 j. 

Syrupi Zingib. 

Mucilag. Acacia?, iia | j. 

M. S. A teaspoonful three times daily. In the screaming fits, 
accompanied by constipation, this combination of castor oil with lauda- 
num is very valuable. — Medical Record, 



Treatment of Nervous Headache. — ^The following remedies in the 
treatment of this affection are recommended by Professor W. A. Ham- 
mond : Oxide of zinc is of great value; ordinary dose, two grains three 
times a day after meals ; maximum dose, five grains. It is best given 
in the form of pills. Bismuth, in the form of sub carbonate, will often 
take the place of oxide of zinc. Dose, two grains after each meal. 
Bismuth probably assists digestion more than any mineral tonic, and 
is of use when there is gastric disturbance. — Druggists^ Circular and 
Chemical Gazette. 



Catarrh of the Bladder. — This disagreeable chronic complaint is 
often very obstinate ; it may therefore just be stated that M. Mallez 
has found the f9llowing solution injected into the bladder very efficacious : 
water, ten ounces ; tmcture of iodine, forty-five drops ; iodide of potass- 
ium, fifteen grains. When the pain is very annoying, add fifteen grains, 
of extract of belladonna to the above. He has also employed carbolic 
acid, nitrate of silver, and hyposulphite of soda, with advantage. — Med, 
Mecord, 
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Lahge Dosbs of Inpian Hemp Valuable in Tetanus. — S. G. Chuck- 
erbutty relates {Indian Annals of Medical Science) the results of this 
treatment in thirteen eases. Death occurred from tetanus in six of the 
cases ; the other seven recovered from tetanus, though of these three 
died ultimately from other diseases. Hemp was given in thirty to 
forty minim doses of the tincture every two or three hours. — Medical 
Record, 



Sykup of Codeia in Whooping Cough. — A writer in the Journal 
fur KinderJcrankheiten mentions that melon syrup, containing codeia, 
is regarded in Italy as a specific against whooping-cough. It is used in 
other convulsive coughs of children, especially those which are the 
sequeloe of acute inflammation; also in nervous, hacking cough of 
pregnancy in nervous sensitive women. — Medical Record, 



Trismus Neonatorum From Hot Bathing. — Of 480 children bom 
under the charge of a midwife in the city of Elbing in 1864 and 1865, 
99 were attacked with trismus {N, Y, Med. Gazette). The disease was 
traced to the very hot water which the nurse was in the habit of using 
to wash the new-born infant. When this was rectified the disease 
ceased. — Pacific Med* cat aad Surgical Journal, 



Neuralgia Mixture — Quinine, two drams ; Prussiate of Iron, two 
drams; Tinct. Aconite, two drams; Tinct. Gelseminum, one dram; 
Neutralizing mixture twelve ounces ; Simple Syrup twenty-four ounces. 

Mix. Dose Teaspoonful every two or three hours. — Philadelphia 
University Journal of Medicine. 



PoTASBifi Chloras IN Dtskntery. — ^At the Rudolf Hospital, Vienna, 
the above-named remedy has been used by enema in two cases of 
dysentery with excellent results — blood ceased to appear in the de- 
jections afler ^e first dysma. They used potass, chlor. ser. j ad aq. 
destil, dr. ij. — Wiener Med. Press No. 38 1868. — California Medical 
Gazette. 



Sulphite of Soda in Chronic Cystitis. — ^Mr. L. Wilcox, laste house 
surgeon of King's College Hospital, recommends the use of sulphites 
in those cases of chronic cystitis where the urine decomposes before it 
is eliminated. He finds that by the employment of sulphite all the 
putridity disappears, and the urine becomes clear and colorless. — The 
Practitioner. — Med — News. — Medical Archives, 
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The Extsrkal Application of Iodide of Potassium. — ^Take of 
:glycerine, 3 j ; iodide of potossium, | ss ; best yellow soap, § ss. 
Hub up the iodide thoroughly with the glycerine, and then add the 
yellow soap. This application is very active in removing glandular 
tumors, <&c. — The Practitioner, — Medical Archives, 



Iron in Ague. — Dr. G. H. Lenoir has treated several cases of in- 
termittent fever successfully with the use of liq. ferri persulphatis, 
when the administration of quinia had failed. He gave the prepara- 
tion in doses of eight to fifteen drops every four to six hours, usually, 
preceded by a dose of pil. cathart oomp. — Detroit Review. — Medical 
Archives, 



Convenient Vehicle for the Application of Nitrate of Silver. 
— At University College Hospital (London), they have adopted the 
plan of dissolving nitrate ot silver in nitrous ether ; it can then be 
spread with a camel's hair brush over a surface, and the ether imme- 
diately evaporates. — The Practitioner, — Medieal Archives, 



Antidote to Carbolic Acid. — Messrs. Calvert wish to make known 
-the fact that sweete oil or castor-oil in a large quantity is the best anti- 
dote to carbolic acid, when it has been swallowed in poisonous doses. — 
Medical Times and Gazette, — Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, 



^ In Indurated H^morrhoids.-^M. Hillairet employs suppositories 

containing one-tenth part of iodoform. In a few days the haemorrhoids 
soften and wither. 



Sulphurous Acid, in doses of from one to three drachms, has 
been tried in Liverpool in typhoid fever^ with good results.— i/ifdeca/ 
Record, 



Neuralgia. — As much morphia as will be dissolved in the tinct. of 
iodine and applied with a camel's hair brush will afford relief in neural- 
gia. — Philadelphia University Journal of Medicine, 



Bromide of Potassium in Asthma. — ^This remedy is given in solution, 
five grains to the teapsoonfiil of water, every hour, and produce most 
satisfactory results, relieving the patient after taking only a a few doses. 
'^Philadelphia University Journal of Medicine, 
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DR. EDWARD JOHN TILT. 

I^ Potassi lodidi, 3 j* 

MagnesisB, , gi** v. 

Olei neroli, gtt. j. 

Aquae, f. 3 j* 

Unguenti glycerinse 3 j. M. 

To be rubbed into the skin of the lower part of the abdomen twice 
a day, for the pelvic and spinal pains of uterine diseases, etc. The 
calcined magnesia is added to prevent the staining of the linen which 
is caused by the acid secretions of the skin liberating a small portion 
of iodine. 

In the preparation of ointments, as common lard becomes rancid, it 
is best to prescribe benzoated lard, (unguentum benzoini, U. S. P.,) 
but Dr. Tilt prefers glycerine ointment, which looks like arow-root 
jelly, and is made by boiling starch in glycerine. Take of Poison's 
com flour, gr. 80, and mix with on€ ounce of Price's glycerine in a 
gradually-heated oil-bath by constant stirring, until the production of a 
semi-transparent gelatinous mass. 

^6 Atropiae sulphatis, gr. ij. 

Morphise sulphatis, gr. iv. 

Olei olivse, f. 3 j. 

Olei lavendula}, gtt. x. 

Unguenti hydrargyri, 3 j. M. 

This formula for mercurial ointment is much pleasanter than that 
made repulsive by the smell of laudanum and of the extract of 
belladonna. A piece about the size of a small walnut is to be rubbed 
in morning and evening, and absorption will be promoted by leaving 
the residue on the skin, and by placing over it a warm linseed meal 
poultice. 

DR. J. M. DACOSTA. 

51 Cadmii iodidi, gr. x. — xx. 

Unguenti belladonnae, 3 vj. 

Glycerinee, f. 3 ij. M. 

A resolvent ointment for glandular enlargement, goitre, etc. 

The advantage of the employment of iodide of cadmium in ointment. 
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rather than iodide of lead, is that it does not discolor the skin. The 
ointment of belladonna adds to the efficacy of the iodide of cadmium. 

5 Acidi carbolici fluidi, TTi xxx. 

GlycerinoB, .- f. 3 ij. 

Cerati adipis, 3 vj. M. 

Employed in the treatment of acne and other pustular skin affections, 
in some cases with sigT>al effect. If it produce too much irritation in 
this strength, it may be diluted with fresh lard. 

PROF. JOSEPH PAXCOAST. 

IJ Zinci Oxidi, 3 iss. 

Amyli, 3 j. 

Cerati adipis, 

Glycerinoe aii 3 ss. M. 

Por application to ulcers, eczema, etc. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, 

• • > 
PRACTICAL NOTES BY T. C. MILLER, M. D. 

IN PAINFULL MENSTRUATION. 

Ji, Eluid Extract Thyme, 3 iii. 

" " Gelseminum, 3 ss. 

M. S. Every 3 hours from 30 to 50 drops. 

]J Aq. Menth. Virde, 3 iv. 

" Cinnamomi, § ss. 

Tr. Castor, 3 iii. 

Tr. Valeriana3 aeth, 3 i. 

Syr. Papav, 3 iii. 

M. S. One tablespoonful every -J- to 1 hour. 
At the same time apply upon the abdomen : 

5, Lin. Volatil. Camphorate, 3 1. 

Vin., Opii 3 ss. 

M. S. As Liniment. 



f 



Ji, Fluid Ext. Sabinse, § ss. 

Aq. Chamomile, ,. § viii. 

Boracis, 3 i. 

Sach. Album^ ^ ii. 

M. S. Every 1 to 3 hours one tablespoonful. 

IH AMBNORRH(EA. 

9 Cypripedin, gr. x. 

Pulv Camphorie gr. iv. 

Ammon. Muriate, dep« 3 ^i* 



• 



158 The Jovraal of Materia Medica. 

Sach. Album, | ss. 

M. F. Pulv. D. in vitr. S. One small teaspoonful 4 times daily. 

5 Fluid Ext., Chamomile, 
" MillefoL, 

" " Blue Cohosh, | i. 

" " Black Hellebore, 3 ss. 

" " Sem. Anise, 3 ii. 

M. S. A teaspoonful 4 times daily. 

IJ Aromat. Spirit Ammonia, 

Fluid Ext. Crocus (Saffron). 

Vin. Opii. aa i 3 ii, 

M. S. Twice daily from 20 to 30 drops. 

5 Fluid Ext. Blue Cohosh, 

" " Ladle's Slipper aa i 3 ii. 

Tinct. Castoreum, 3 i. 

M. S. 50 drops 2 to four times daily. 

5 Fluid Ext. Yarrow, 

" " Angelica, 

" " Mugwort, 

<.' « Wormwood aa 3 ss. 

M. S. 40 drops 4 times daily. 

9 Fluid Ext. Sabinse,. 3 i. 

" " Saffron............... 3 ". 

M. S. 25 drops 4 times daily. 



I • ^i • I 
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PHTHISIS PULMONALIS,^ A DISEASE OF THE BLOOD. 



Phthisis seems to have originated in an early date, and is one of the 
greatest scourgeis mankind is susceptable to and is the least understood 
of all diseases ; not until diseases in general are more perfectly under- 
stood and treated with greater success, can the physician with propriety 
leave off his study. A disease that is so fatal and advancing in mortality 
with so rapid a pace as phthisis, should if possible be checked, or at 
least its mortality lessened. Every year brings new subjects a prey to- 
this dreaded disease. We have aimed at it in a variety of ways, but 
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too often without any effect ; we have viewed the solids of the body, as 
also the fluids as the standpoint of its origin, but have failed to arrive 
at any definite conclusions ; many men have spent a lifetime in the study 
of this disease and at last have thrown but little light upon the subject. 
If it is a disease of the fluids of the body, in what way are they affected ? 
and in what way may the solids be induced to participate in the dis- 
aster ? or become involved in it, may it not be in a general ana3mic con- 
dition of the system ? these and other queries arise on every occasion, 
and we are led 'to believe that general anaemia is the foundation of the 
disease. 

Then the blood as the true seat of the disease, must call our attention ; 
and I believe, to a greater extent than it heretofore has done. That the 
red corpucles of the blood are capable of spontaneous decomposition, 
there is not the least of doubt, and the absence of the red corpucles, to 
any considerable extent, is known* to induce anosmia ; then may not the 
decomposition of the red globules have something to do in the forma- 
tion of tubercles, I am of the opinion it has. The red corpucles when 
decomposed may set up a chemical change in the blood which is then 
impoverished, and rendered almost inert, the decomposed tubercle 
lodging in the lungs serves as a nuclei around which the decomposed 
matter accumulate ; a feeble iritation is induced, the white corpucles of 
the blood accumulate around the nuclei thus formed, and at length a 
vomice is opened froni the giving way of the tissues of the lungs by 
the pressure of the mass thus formed which absorb as it were the sub. 
stance of the lungs surrounding it and discharges its contents into the 
bronchial tube. That the white corpucles of the blood performs an 
active part in the formation of tubercles, seem quite likely when we 
consider the abnormal increase of their number ; and indeed I am led 
to believe that they are the constituent part of the tubercle. From 
the irritation produced by their accumulation in the lungs they may 
undergo decomposition, and to me this seems quite likely, for may they 
not be subject to all the chemical changes the red corpucles are capable 
of undergoing, and in this way by their accumulations in the lungs 
tubercles may be formed. Not only by their accumulation in the 
lungs are tubercles formed, but in all parts of the system * where the 
matter of the decomposed red corpucle may have lodged, which, I believe 
necessary, as a nuclei, before the accumulation of the white corpucles 
take place to any great extent. 

,W. Ellis Hill. 
Brown's Mills, Harrison Co., W. Va. 
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DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE OF THE WILLAMETTE 

UNIVERSITY. 



The next Course of Lectures will commence on the fourth day of Nov. 
ember, and continue four months. We heartily endorse the following 
contained in the " Annual Announcement for 1869," which we have re- 
cently received. " As the Faculty, by the energy and successful conduct 
of the Medical Department for three years, have merited the entire con- 
fidence of the profession, therefore this School is fast becoming second 
to none in point of sound medical learning and practical acquirements." 

The fee for a full course of lectures is $11000: Matriculation fee, 
(paid but once), $5 00 ; Graduation fee, $*)0 00 ; Demonstrators ticket 
$10 00. 

FACULTY. 



H. CARPENTER, M. D., ' 

Professor of Civil and Military Surgery. 

E. R. FISKE, M. D., 

Professor of Pathology, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

J. BOSWELL, M. D., 

Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

D. PAYTON, M. D., 

Professor of Physiology and Microscopy. 

M. B. LINGO, M. D., 

Professor of Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy. 

D. B. RICE, M. D., 

Professor of Obstetrics and D'sases of Woman ani Children. 

S. C. SIMPSON, 

Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 

HON. J. H. MITCHELL, 

Professor of Medical Jurisprudence. 
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Corespondents will oblige by writing plainly their I^aniea, Town, 
County and State We are frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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SALIX ALBA. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



{White Willow.) 

This tree belongs to the natural order Salicacece. 
In the Linnean artificial classification, it will be found in class 
Dioecia, and in Order Diandria. 

Generic Character. — Staminate flowers — ament cylindric: 
scales-flowered, with a nectariferous gland at the base : Stamens 1 
to 6. 

Pistillate Flowers — ament and scales like the staminate; 
stigmas 2 ; generally 2 cleft : capsule 1 celled, 2 valved : seeds 

11 
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many, with egret-like down. 

Specific Character. — Leaves lanceolate, acuminate, serrate, 
sUky on both sides, lower serratnres glandular ; stipules obsolete : 
aments elopgated, flowering at leafing-time ; scales lance-oval, one- 
colored, pubescent: germs sub-sessile, ovate-oblong, at length 
glabrous, style short ; stigma 2 parted, thick. 

Habitat. — Indigenous to Europe, from whence it was introduced 
into this country, and is now very common. 

History. — The genus salix is composed of more than one- 
hundred species ; some of which grow in the Artie circle, some in 
Africa and Asia, many in Europe and America. Some species 
grow to a large-sized tree, and often attain the height of forty feet ; 
others are small shrubs. Some of the species are suffruticose, or 
sub-herbaceous. 

The bark, of many species of willow, has been found to possess 
the same properties, as the salix alba. Willow bark was employed 
quite anciently in medicine as an astringent. The leaves and bark 
were used as a popular domestic febrifuge, before medical men 
investigated its properties. It is said that Etner, of Austria, used 
an infusion of the leaves as a febrifuge in 1694. 

Mr. Stone of London, in the Philosophical Transactions (1763) 
gives an account of the great efficacy of the bark of white willow 
in curing intermittent fevers. He reported fift-y patients cured by 
its employment In 1772 this agent was proposed, by Gunzius as 
a substitute for cinchona In 1825 Fontana announced salicin as 
the active principle of willow bark. It was successfiilly employed 
as an anti-periodic remedy by Koenig, Coste, Willemet, Vanters, 
Burtin, and others.*^ 

Properties. — Tonic and astringent Salicine, its active 
principle, is tonic, anti-periodic, and febrifuge. 

Ics anti-periodic virtues are said, to be often decidedly manifest 

Intermittent Fever. — Pereira's Materia Medica and Thera- 
peutics, by Wood mentions that willow bark has been employed 
as an indigenous substitute for cinchona, and that the indications 
for its use, therefore, are the same as those for the latter. Dr. 
King makes favorable mention of its use in this disease. In re- 
lation to salicine, he remarks that it may be used as a substitute 

*Dr. SUlle, vol. 1 p. 536. 
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for quinia, to which, however, it is slightly inferior. He adds ;— 
" It is, however, less likelv to offend the stomach and affect the 
nervous system, for which properties it may be administered in 
cases where cinchonism would be produced by the exhibition of 
quinia." 

The author has occasionally, had patients afflicted with this 
malady who could not tolerate the employment of quinine, and for 
whom other medicmal agents had to be prescribed to accomplish a 
cure. Such patients find no difficulty in using the willow bark 
freely, or its active principle, salicine. According to the statements 
of some European physicians, salicine is a very efficacious remedy, 
and sometimes cures cases of intermittent fever which have resist- 
ed the use of quinia. It will sometimes be found beneficial 
to administer salicine in combination with cornine, the active 
► principle of comus florida. Three or four grains of each may be 

I given at a dose, and repeated every four hours. This combination 

I may be relied upon as an efficient remedy in the treatment of this 

I malady. In cases complicated with indigestion and acidity of the 

stomach, it commonly gives as immediate relief as any remedy that 
can be administered. Cornine, itself, has the reputation of reliev- 
iQg that distressing symptom called heart-burn ; and its continued 
use (says Dr. Coe) will prove a sure prevention of its recurrence, 
by restoring the tone of the stomach, and so obviating the tendency 
to fermentation. Less quantities of quinine will cure this disease by 
giving it in combination with salicine, with which, it is said quinine 
is frequently adulterated. Ample evidence can be adduced in 
proof of the utility of salix alba, or salicine, in the cure of in- 
termittent fever. 

Braithwaite's Retrospect^ Part 50, p. 36, contains a short article 
oa the febrifuge properties of the common white willow, by Dr. 
Cazin. 

'" It has long been known that the white willow and its alkaloid, 
salicine, possess febrifuge properties, and the fortunate coincidence 
has often been remarked of the growth of the willow in those very 
localities where intermittent fevers prevail — ^namely, in low marshy 
situations. Dr. Cazin remarks, that if the willow has failed to ex- 
ert a febrifuge action in all cases, the circumstance is due to the 
smaJlness of the dose employed, and he suggests that the remdy 
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should be associated with other bitter and aromatic vegetable^ 
extracts. M. Oazin has been in the habitof treating in this man- 
ner for the last twenty years the intermittent fever which prevails, 
among the inhabitants of the groimds about Calais ; and he has 
found the willow an efficient substitute for cinchona and quinine. 
In the early stage he recommends an emetic or aperient when 
gastric disturbance is present, and then he prescribes large doses 
of the bark of the white willow, alone or in combination with 
camomile, wormwood, and some other indigenous tonics, alteratives,- 
and aromatics. 

He considers that the combination of vegetable bitters with 
astringent and aromatic substances are far more efficient than the 
indigenous febrifiiges administered alone. He also thinks it 
desirable to persevere for a week or ten days in the treatment after 
the removal of the paroxysms, and to prescribe a large dose every 
week for a month or longer, if any symptoms indicate the danger 
ot a relapse. M. Cazin recommends the willow bark to be em- 
ployed in a decoction ( 5 ss. to 5 j- i^ a pint of water) or in powder 
in the dose of 3ij. to 5j- i^ VfiuQ or beer, or in the form of a 
tincture or extract" 

Again, in the 82 part of Braithwaite's Retrospect p. 82, may be 
found some remarks on the febrifiige properties of Salicine ; by Dr. 

Macari. 

He observes ; — " Salicine is a white, crystallijie, soluble substance^ 
and is exclusively employed in Spain and Portugal in the treat- 
mient of intermittents. As there is reason to believe its importance 
as an indigenous febrifuge has been underrated, or that its employ- 
ment has not been properly managed, it may be interesting to quote 
the conclusions Dr. Macari a Sardinian practitioner, has arrived at 

respecting it 

1. Salicine is an important succedaneum to quinine, both from 
its febrifuge power, and the repugnance many patients manifest 
to quinine. 

2. The dose is from 15 to to 45 grains, given during the intervals 
of a paroxysm, and repeated according to circumstances. 

3. The first dose generally notably diminishes the intensity and 
duration of the next paroxysm, but rarely cuts the fever short 

4. The mode of action is analogous to that of quinine, but feebler ^ 
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so that the drug is not suited to pernicious fever liable to fatal 
termination. 

5. It is given most efficaciously in solution. 

6. Its price, already much lower than that of quinine, is suscept- 
ible, in the event of a demand arising, of much diminution, owing 
io the little value of willow bark. 

7. Salicine does not give rise to any of the perturbations of the 
nervous system produceable by the preparations of bark. 

8. It is successful in all simple intermittent fevers, at whatever 
age, or state of health, these may occur ; and it may, therefore,, be 
often used as a substitute for quinine, when this becomes distaste- 
ful or inefficient There are cases, however, which resist its ifluence, 
and for which quinine is required." 

Eemittent Fever. — Dr. Blom, as quoted in Waring's Practical 
Therapeutics, p. 565, advises Salicine, in remittent fever, to be 
administered during the remission, especially in patients of a 
phlegmatic temperament and feeble digestion. Dr. Blom states 
that he has given salicine for the extinction of quotidian and ter- 
tian fevers, during intermissions, at the rate of gr. xx in four doses ; 
and in quartans, gr. xxx in six doses. The last dose was given 
shortly before the expected paroxysm, which it was found in many 
cases to check altogether, or greatly to diminish its violence. 

He employed it chiefly when quinine was contraindicated, when 
the patient was plethoric, or when there was a tendency to vascular 
congestion of the ^ead, and violent headache. In these cases he 
observed no unpleasant symptoms arise from its use, although 
given in doses of gr. vj. — ^viij. He ascribes the efficacy of salicine 
to a peculiar operation on the mucous membranes, of which it ele- 
vates the tone, and it also improves the character of the secretions. 

Hectic Fever, — This malady may depend upon a variety of 
circumstances, and the means of cure must have immediate refer- 
erence to the cause or pathological state on . which the hectic 
depends. Dr. Blom, as quoted by "Waring, found salicine useful 
in the treatment of hectic fever. He states that it diminishes, in 
a marked manner, the profuseness of the perspirations. 

Other Uses. — Dr. Stilld observes, in his Therapeutics and 
Materia Medica, v. 1. p. 536 ;— ^' Given in the form of infusion, or 
of powder, which is said to agree better with the stomach than 
powdered cinchona, willow bark is useful in many cases of feeble 
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digestion, and of general debility induced by excessive discharges 
of pus or other liquids. It has been thought to be particularly 
useful in chronic mucous discharges from the urinary passages, 
and also from the lungs. It has also had some repute as a ver- 
mifuge. Powdered willow bark, like powdered cinchona, is some- 
times used as a dressing for gangrenous or otherwise fetid or un- 
healthy sores." The best substitute for Peruvian bark, Neil and 
Smith, in the Compend of Medicine, say, is salix or willow, page 
719. 

The action of salicine upon the system is somewhat analogous 
to that of quinine, and may with the utmost propriety, be ad- 
ministered in most of the diseases for which the latter is prescribed. 

PREPARATION. 

Salicine, . - - - Dose, 2 to 10 grains. 
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ACHILLEA * MILLEFOLIUM. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



{Yarrow Milfoil) 

This plant belongs to the natural order Asteracece, 
In the artificial, or sexual system of Linneus it will be found in 
claas Syngenesia and order Polygamia superflua. 

Description. — Generic Character. — Involucre imbricate, 
ovate, unequal; egret none; florets of the ray 5 to 10, roundish, 
dilated. (Flowers corymbed.) 

Specific Character. — Floorers white, root perennial, flowers 
in June, leaves 2 pennatified, downy : the divisions linear toothed, 
mucronate : involucre and stem furrowed. 

Popular Names. — Yarrow, Milfoil. 

Habitat. — Europe and North America. 

Part Used. — The whole plant Wood observes that the 
flowers are the best part of the plant, as they have the least taste. 

HiSTORY. — An English Author observes ; — " The whole plant 
is used fresh-gathered, but the best part is the tops of the shoots ; 

♦Achillea. From a Greek physician Achilles, who used it in medicine. 
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these are to be boiled in water, and the decoction sweetened with 
sugar ; though generally neglected, it is an excellent medicine in 
tlie overflowing of the menses, bloody fluxes, and bleeding of the 
piles. It increases the urinary discharges, and removes ulcers of 
the kidneys or urethra." Sir John Hill says, — "the best way of 
talcing it is in strong decoctions of the whole plant." Linneus 
recommends the bruised herb fresh, as an excellent vulnerary and 
styptic, and many foreign physicians still esteem it in hemorrhages. 
An ointment is made of it for piles. 

Dr. Stills remarks; — "This plant was employed by the ancients 
as a medicine, and is said to have derived its specific name from 
Achilles, whom it cured of a wound. 

Dioscorides recommended it as a remedy for ulcers and fistula, 
and for haemoptysis ; Galen as a vulnerary ; Arnold of Villanova, 
Eiverius, Tmka, Stahl and Mellin, in hsemorrhoidal affections; 
Stahl in portal congestion, Hoffmann for afl«r pains, and Fuchs in 
menorrhagia." 

Propeeties. — Dr. Stills says that this plant is eminently a 
stimulant tonic, and although not officinal, appears to possess 
virtues that entitle it to be so. Some authors speak of it as 
astringent and aromatic tonic, some regard it as possessing alterative 
properties. Zano announced as its active principles, Achillein and 
Achiileic acid. It yields its properties to water and alcohol. 

Action and Uses. — Suppressed menstruation. — Pereira's 
Materia Medica and Therapeutics by Wood, p, 601, speaks of this 
as follows : 

" A mild astringent, aromatic tonic. It has been used, with 
asserted success, in cases of painful or suppressed menstruation, 
and probably exerts similar powers with a large number of other 
bitter aromatic, stimulating herbs. For this purpose it should be 
exhibited in warm infusion at the menstrual period." Dr. Stills 
remarks, that it exerts an elective influence upon the viscera can 
hardly be doubted when it is considered that the most evident of 
its curative effects are manifested in uterine and haemorrhoidal 
affections. Dr. S. — appears to think that the influence of this 
medicine as a remedy for menstrual derangements is quite decided. 
The causes of this affection are very various, and often complicated, 
consequently the treatment must differ accordingly ; and no one 
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remedy can be apposite in all ease& Often emmenagogue cathartics 
will be found of service, while employing the achillea. When 
much pain is complained of or spasms supervene, conium, hy- 
oscyamuri. 'belladonna, or stramonium should be associated with 
this agent If the suppression is favored by poverty of the blood, 
some of the preparations of iron should be added to the treatment, 

Nervous Affections. — Various remedies have been in use, for 
what, for the want of a more scientific term, many have denominated 
nervous affections. In speaking of the therapeutical employment 
of this agent, Dr. Stills observes ; — " In nervous affections it has 
always been used with reputed success." When this condition is 
owing to some abnormal state of the catamenia, yarrow will be 
found serviceable. StilM's Therapeutics and Materia Medica, v. 1. p. 
569, has the following remark; — '*Like many reputed em- 
menagogues, it appears to be useful in restoring the catamenia to a 
normal state, both when they are suppressed or scanty, and when 
they are profuse." 

I-I^i^:moRRHOIDS. — Hufeland, as quoted by Still6, thus describes 
the particular conditions of its success : ^' In certain cases the 
discharge is mucous and not bloody. 

The patient experiences tenesmus and other hoemorrhoidal 
symptoms, or has previously had bleeding piles. The treatment 
consists in restoring the bloody discharge, or employing the 
general remedies which hocmorrhoidal disease calls for, or in mak- 
ing use of bitter resolutives and tonics, especially the infusion of 
milfoil with ferruginous preparations." Teissier has employed it 
with great advantage in cases of the same description, and when, 
in the absence of organic disease of the rectum, thei^e was a dis- 
charge of mucus and blood, a state which he well remarks, (says 
Stille) sooner or later, induces, extreme debility and cachectic con- 
dition. In a case of tliis nature, with numerous hsemorrhoidal dis- 
charges of blood, mucus, and albuminous coagula, with prolapsus 
of the rectum, the achillea, was employed to the manifest advantage 
of the patient, although complete relief was obtained only by a 
surgical operation. In some cases it will be found useful to associ- 
ate hamamelis virginica with this agent, in the treatment of this 
harassing complaint 

Hemorrhages. — M. Ronzier Joly quotes thq following passage 
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*from an essay by Valmont de Bomare : 

" Milfoil is employed internally and externally to arrest all sorts 
of hemorrhages ; but women and maidens affected with bleeding 
piles ought not to continue its use too long lest it produce a sup- 
pression of the catamenia." Dr. B. H. Coates (as quoted by Stills) 
used the infusion of this plant with material advantage in two cases 
of hemorrhage from the kidneys, three (in the same patient) from 
the uterus, and one from the lungs. Several other writers (says 
Still6) have reported similar results. 

But Voigtel says that it is not less indicated in the opposite 
condition, when the irregularity or suppression of the menses de- 
pends upon debility, * and M. Ronzier- Joly has very recently 
published several cases which go to prove that the medicine is 
sometimes very efficient in re-establishing the suppressed menses, 
if it is duly administered at the catamenial period. * 

He also states that in two cases he employed it successfully in 
restoring the lochial discharge, as Manoury had also done in the 
last century. 

Exhausting Sweats. — There are many diseases in which ex- 
hausting sweats greatly reduce the strength of the patient During 
the last stages of phthisis, the author has employed this remedy to 
lessen the night sweats, and with marked effect. Some of our 
medical journals ha^-e recommended the use of this agent, in 
such cases. Upon whatever disease, such sweats may supervene, 
achillea millefolium will be found a safe and valuable remedy. 

Measles. — M. Eichart, of Soissons is quoted by StUl(5 as Lav- 
ing employed this remedy in the treatment of measles, in which 
the eruption was backward or imperfect 

He prescribed the infusion as a drink and as an injection, and 
also had the patient placed in warm baths impregnated with this 
herb. Dr. Stilled in relation to this, observes: — "It might be 
supposed that the apparent efficacy of the treatment was due -to 
the warm water of the baths rather than to their medicinal in- 
gredient ; but they, as well as other means, were tried previously, 
and failed. 

♦StiUe's Therapeutics and Materia Medica, 1. v. p. 569. 
♦System der Arznecin., iii. 426. 
*Bull de Therap., v. 25. 260, 313, 550. 
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Scarlatina. — M. Richart, also reports favorably, relative to 
the employment of this agent in the treatment of scarlatina. His 
manner of using it, is the same as in measles. It, doubtless, will 
be found a valuable adjuvant, in the treatment of this as well as 
in many other diseases. 

Leucorrhgsa. — ^Many cases of leucorrhoea ai*e reported to have 
been cured by this remedy. Some of the ferruginous preparations 
should, in most cases, be alternated with this drug. 

Flatulent Colic — Yarrow has been found a good remedy in 
the treatment of flatulent colic. It may be associated with acorns 
calamus, or if much pain be present, it may be administered, in 
conjunction with hyoscyamus, or small doses of opium. 

Uterine Colic. — M. Richart is quoted by Stilld, as having 
found milfoil useful in relieving uterine colic in young girls at the 
establishment of puberty. 

Dr. Stills says ; — "The infusion has also been recommended as 
a gargle in relaxation of the uvula and pharynx^ and as a wash for 
sore nipples and other ulcerated surfaces." 

PREPARATION. 

Fluid Extract, - - Dose, ^ to 1 Dram. 

Note. — By referring to the proceedings of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association for 1869 it will be seen that this agent 
^ was added to the secondary list. 

TINCTURE OF YARROW. 

Fluid Extract ... - Three Ounces. 
Diluted Alcohol - - - Thirteen " 

Dose — One-iourth to one-half ounce. 

SYRUP OF YARROW. 

Fluid Extract - - - . Two Ounces 
Syrup .... Fourteen *' 

DosE — One-fourth to one ounce. 
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ON THE USE OF PEPSIN IN THE DIARRHOEA 

OF INFANTS. 



Dr. James S. Hawley, of Green Point, Long Island, New York, in 
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a communication to the Bufialo Medical and Surgical Journal, August, 
1868, calls attention to the use of pepsin in the diarrhoea of infants. 
He says: 

Premising, that the great predisposing cause of infantile diarrhoea is 
the state of evolution which the digestive system and its dependencies 
are undergoing during the period of detention, the question of thera- 
peutics becomes one of comparative simplicity, and the evident duty of 
the physician is to allay that irritation of the organs which is exhibited 
in vomiting and purging, first, by the removal of all extraneous sources 
of disturbance, such as food, improper in quantity or quality, by pro- 
tecting the skin from too sudden and frequent changes of temperature, 
secondly, by sedatives, to subdue the excitement which the foregoing 
causes may have induced, and which, in the enfeebled condition produced 
by the transition state are self propagating, and lastly, to impart to the 
struggling and overwhelmed digestive apparatus that assistance which 
will enable it to convert food from the character of a foreign, and there- 
fore irritant, material, into nutriment which will reinvigorate the natural 
forces and enable them to accomplish successfully the great and necessary 
evolution through which they are passing. 

As sedatives to the over-excited mucous membrane and glandular 
system of the stomach and bowels, the preparations of opium and the 
salts of bismuth stand pre-eminent. Wh^n irritation, without pain, 
exists, bismuth most promptly and satisfactorily allays it, but when ac- 
companied with pain, the addition of a minute portion of opium becomes 
a necessary complement to its effectiveness. 

We have now briefly noticed, in outline, the first two conditions of 
treatment, viz. : the removal of external causes of irritation, and the al- 
laying of the morbid excitement which has sprung from their agency ; 
and it may be asked if the natural functions will not resume their ofHces, 
and the health of the patient be restored. Doubtless such would be 
the case, did not the system labor under the combined effects of the 
transition state of detention and the impairment of strength due to the 
morbid causes above enumerated, and for which the correctives have 
been proposed. Buc the circle of remedies is not yet complete. By 
the administration of pepsin we at once convert the ingesta into nutri- 
ment. They not only cease to be irritants to the digestive organs, but 
are absorbed into the circulation, and become sources of power instead 
of weakness. 

Now, we have fulfilled all the indications. First, to remove all sources 
of irritation from the quantity or quality of the ingesta, or change of 
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temperature. Secondly, allaying irritation by sedatives. Thirdly, 
artificial digestipn by the administration of pepsin. This simple but 
effective treatment is not new, but has more than once been presented 
to the profession for ita approval. 

In support of its efficacy, especially that portion which relates to arti- 
ficial digestion, and which is particularly intended to illustrate, a few 
cases will be brought forward : 

July 19th. Thomas Kennedy, aged 15 months, has had diarrhcea a 
week, is fed, passages watery and contain undigested food. 

5 • American pul v. pepsin, subnit. bismuth, aa gr, 5 every 3 or 4 hours. 

This single perscription terminated the disease. 

August 2d. P. Quigley, aged 8 months, has had diarrhoea a week, and 
been treated by another physcian by astringents and opiates without 
benefit. 

IJ. American pepsin, sudnit. bismuth, aii 3 j in 10 powders; to be 
given every 3 or 4 hours. 

This case also recovered completely under this single perscription. 

August 5th. Mary Duryee, aged 11 months, has four incisors on each 
jaw, but no marked signs of the approach of other teeth.. Has suffered 
considerably from diarrhcea for two weeks. On the 5th the diarrhcea 
increased alarmingly, accompanied by vomiting and great prostration, 
as well as pain. The vomiting was allayed with liq. bismuthi; and the 
following perscription made: 

IJ. American pepsin, .subnit. bismuth, iiii 3 j; pulv. opii, gr. j; divided 
into 12 powders and one given every 2 to 4 hours according to circum- 
stances. 

This treatment, with slight modifications, according to pain or fre- 
quency of the discharge, has been continued to the present time (August 
10th), with nearly complete relief to all the symptoms, and she is now 
out of danger. 

July 28th. D. N , an infant two weeks old, said to have been born 

in a plump and healthy condition. Its present state is one diametrically 
opposite. Its face is thin and skinny, exhibiting painfully the bony out- 
line. It has thin, muddy, but not frequent alvine discharges, and vomits 
whatever it swallows, even to half a teaspoonful of its mother's milk. 
It lies stupid, with its eyes closed and refuses the breast. It has also 
an intense muguet. In this extremety I ordered three grains of pepsin 
to bb given every three hours, and half a teaspoonful of the mother's 
milk to be administered with great frequency. The following morning 
I found the mother, through utter hopelessness, had greatly neglected 
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my directions. It was only throjugh much persuasion aud the co-operation 
of a friendly neighbor that she waa induced to pursue the treatment. 
During that day the vomitiug ceased, and on the following day the child 
took the breast and retained and digested its nourishment. From this 
day it steadily improved in condition, and its diarraoea and muguet disap- 
peared. 

On the 8th inst., one week after my last visit, 1 was called to see its 
mother, and could hardly have recognized the infant which so lately had 
seemed in the last stage of inanition. Its face had acquired a compara- 
tive fulness, its color was restored, it nursed well and freely, and seem- 
ed as likely to live and thrive as any infant. This child was simply 
starving to death. 

Dr. Hawley, also, submits the testimony of Dr. R. E. Van Gieson 
in favor of the eflicacy of preparation of pepsin in the diseases under 
consideration. Dr. Van Gieson remarks: 

I have found pepsin peculiarly fitted for the treatment of that fearful 
scourge of children, cholera infantum, after the more profound and vio- 
lent initial symptoms have been subdued by direct sedatives, such as 
hydrocyanic acid, ice, creasote, and the like. It has seemed to me that 
when the vomiting and purging have by such measures been arrested, 
that the whole gastro- intestinal tract is utterly incapable of assimilating 
even the blandest articles of aliment. We stand as it were between 
the danger of starvation on the one hand and the peril of again irritating 
the intestines to the evacuation of exhausting discharges by the admin- 
istration of food. Just here pepsin is the remedy. By its aid we can 
secure the digestion of food which would otherwise irritate. So long 
as the stomach is disposed to remain quiet we need not feel alarmed if 
for a day or two the discharges per rectum are somewhat frequent. 
An astringent and opiate suppository will control this, and in the mean- 
while we are gradually bringing the intestinal tract to its normal con- 
dition, t. e., digestion. 

Another great advantage arising from the use of pepsin in this dis- 
ease, has been rendered apparent by a careful comparison of cases 
treated by the most approved method in vogue some eight years ago. 
The medical gamut was then sedatives, opiates, astringents, tonics. It 
yielded good results, but the cases were a long time in getting well. 
There came a period when the pernitrate of iron and the salts of quinia 
seemed almost powerless. This might be the third week or the third 
month in the disease. There was no particular irritation of the 
stomach, but unless the astringent was given with great regularity and 
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in augmented doses, the disduuges sCill continued. In these protracted 
cases the gastrointestinal system seems but a passive tube, through 
which the food passes pretty much as it entwed the mouth, giving but 
little nourishment to the patient, and much annoyance to the atonized 
viscera. In these cases pepsin is very clearly indicated, and will slowly, 
but quite certainly, aid in the digestion of judiciously selected nutriment, 
uutil the system can recuperate sufficiently to manufacture its own 
pepsin, when the artificial substitute can be withdrawn. The annexed 
case illustrates the foregoing remark, in a very clear manner: 

C. H., aged 13 months, hand fed, chiefly on condensed milk for last 
ten months ; central and lateral incisors through ; first came under my 
care July 29th. Past history : Has been under treatment by another 
physician for a week. Was taken in the beginning with vomiting and 
purging, which were in a measure subdued by the treatment. The 
child was then pronounced better and the visits discontinued. 

Present condition : The child is much emaciated, face shrunken, and 
of that senile appearance, so indicative of the ravages of cholera infan- 
tum. The stomach is still irritable, and the bowels operate from 5 to 
8 times In twenty-four hours. Discharges similar to chopped spinage. 
The child craves drink constantly. 

^, Bismuthi subnit, pepsin (American), aa 3j; make xij powders. 
S. one every three hours ; ice cold milk punch every three hours. 

30th. Discharges diminished, but still fetid. Thirst diminished, 
stomach less irritable, no vomiting during the night. Continue treat- 
ment, with addition of ice cold mutton broth. 

31st. Discharges diminished and less fetid, no vomiting ; withdrew 
the punch and substitued milk in barley-water. 

5 . Pepsin, 3 j ; make xij powders and give as before, with plenty 
of open air. 

Under this treatment the child has steadily improved. The dis- 
charges are growing firmer in consistency each day, and vary in fre- 
quency from one to three in twenty- four hours. The appetite being 
now fair, and the discharges nearly normal, the pepsin will be with- 
drawn, and port wine and tincture cinchona substituted. — Half-Tearly 
Compendium of Medical Science, 
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LONG-EVITY OF MAN. 



On this subject the celebrated Lord Verulam, in his " S7lva Sjrl- 
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varum." gives the following passage, chiefly translated from the seventh 

book of Pliny's Natural History : — 

" The year of our Lord seventy-six, falling into the time of Vespasian, 

is memorable ; in which we shall find, as it were, a calendar of long- 

livfd men ; for that year there was a taxing (now a taxing is the most 

authentical and truest informer touching the ages of men), and in that 

part of Italy which lieth between the Apeninne mountains and the river 

Po there were found 124 persons that either equalled or exceeded an 

hundred years of age, namely: 

Fifty four of 1 00 years each. 

Fifty-seven of 110 " 

Two of 125 " 

Four of 130 " 

Four of 135 or 137 years each. 

Three of 140 years each. 

'• Besides these, Parma, in particular, afforded five, whereof — 

Three were 120 years each. 

Two were 130 " 

One in Bruxelles was 125 years. 

One in Placentia was 131 " 

One in Faventia was 1 32 " 

" A certain town, then called the Velleiatum, situated in the hills 

about Placentia, afforded ten, whereof — 

Six were 110 years each. 

Four were 120 " 

" One in Rimino, whose name was Marcus Aponius, was 150." 

The most extraordinary instance of longevity in Great Britian was 
exhibited in the person Henry Jenkins. He was a native of Yorkshire, 
lived to the amazing age of 169 years, and died on the 8th day of De- 
cember, 1670. Next to Jenkins we have the famous Thomas Parre, who 
was a native of Shropshire, and died on the 16th day November, 1635, 
at the age of 152. 

Francis Consist, a native of Yorkshire, aged 150, died in January, 
1768. 

Margaret Foster, aged 136, and her daughter, aged 104, were natives 
of Cumberland, and both alive in the year 1771. 

William Evans, aged 145, lived in Caernarvon, and still existed in 
the year 1782. 

Dumiter Radaloy, aged 140, lived in Harmenstead, and died on the 
16th day of January, 1782. 

James Bowles, aged 152, lived in Killingwortb, and died on the 15th 
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day of August, 1659. 

The Ck>unte88 ot Desmond, in Ireland, saw her 140th year. 

Mr. Ecleston, a native of Ireland, lived to the age of 143, and died 
in the year 1691. 

John Mount, a native of Scotland, saw his 136th year, and died on 
the 27th day of February, 1776. • 

William Ellis, of Liverpool, died on the 16th day of August, 1780, 
at the age of 130. 

Colonel Thomas Winsloe, a native of Ireland, aged 146, died on the 
22d day of August, 1766. 

John Taylor was born in Carrygill, in the county of Cumberland. 

He was bred a miner. He died near Lead-hills, in Scotland, in the 
month of May, 1770, at the great age of 133. 

An account is given by Professor Silliman, in his "Journal of a Tour 
to Quebec," of a visit which he paid near Whitehall, in the state of 
New York, to Henry Francisco, a man who had reached the extreme 
age of 134 years. 

Recently we have had an account of the death of woman in Puebla, 
Calafornia, who had lived to the age of 150 years. — Druggists^ Circular 
and Chemical Gazette, 



ON A NEW METHOD OF TOPICAL APPLICATIONS 
AND INJECTIONS IN THE URETHRA. 

{^Pennsylvania Hospital Reports, Vol. ii, 1869.) 



By Addinell Hewson. M. D., one of the surgeors to the Pennsylvania 
Hospital. 

In the treatment of gonnorrhoea by injections through the ordinary 
long nozzled syringes, or by applications with the mop through the 
endoscope, there is a liability " to drive the disease further in by push- 
ing some of the virus beyond the points to which the solution . . 
may reach." To obviate this difficulty the iauthor suggests injections 
through a double catheter by a continuous stream from an apparatus 
similar to Thudichum's nasal douche. 

The apparatus consists of a nearly straight double catheter. No. 8, 
made of silver, witn the eyes opening into either canal at the extreme 
end, so as to allow of the solution being thrown with facility well be- 
yond it when in the urethra, by the upper canal, which is connected by 
gum-tubing with the bottle, and to return with equal facility, and escape 
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hj the lower canal into a vessel on the floor. For a perfect flow, it is 
essential that these openings should be in the axis of either canal. 

The bottle I have been in the habit of using is much simpler than 
Thudichum's, and has the additional advantage of being more easily 
managed on starting and stopping the flow of the wash. It is an or- 
dinary six-ounce, wide mouthed phial, with two glass tubes through the 
cork. One of these, for the entrance of air, projects well into the phial, 
and has its inner end bent so as to nearly touch the side, for the purpose 
of preventing the escape of any fluid by it when the bottle is tilted over. 
The other for the exit of the fluid is straight, and projects beyond the 
cork an inch or more, for the gum-tubing to be fltted on. Such a bottle 
needs only to be well tilted to cause a steady stream to flow from it, 
and the force of that stream can be regulated by the height at which 
the phial is held. To stop the flow, if such should be desired, before the 
phifld is emptied, all that is necessary is to place it in a vertical 
position, without lowering it. The catheter, by being connected with 
the phial by about three feet of elastic tubing, can be introduced whilst 
the phial is resting on the floor or a chair near to the patient. It should 
be passed gently along the track of the urethra, well beyond the point 
of the greatest tenderness; and to facilitate this I prefer dipping it into 
some mucilage of flaxseed or of slippery elm ; or what is somewhat 
more convenient to keep in one's ofiice, a tincture cf saponaria added to 
some water — ^for any of these acts as well as an unguent for the purpose, 
and does not have the effect of the grease of protecting the surface 
from the influence of the solution which we may wish to apply. I 
attach great importance to this precaution, because I am satisfied that 
without it all forms of deep injection must often fail of success. 

When the catheter has been introduced and passed well beyond the 
evident seat of the disease, it is to be held in place by one hand whilst 
with the other the phial is to be raised high in the air, and all other 
things being ready, the patient's clothing out of the way of the return- 
ing fluid, and a vessel in proper position on the floor to receive such, it 
is to be tilted over, and the stream, preceded by the gurgling of some 
air bubbles, will begin to flow into this vessel from the lower canal of 
the catheter. When the current is thus' fully established and the part 
of the urethra beyond the end of the catheter is well washed, the in- 
strument is to be gradually withdrawn whilst the stream is Jbeing 
steadily kept up, so that the whole of the urethra in front of that point 
will be thoroughly washed out. In this way from five to six ounces of 
a solution can be used at each sitting. The patient can even administer 
the injection himself in the less acute forms of the disease ; but when 
12 
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the urethra is verj sensitive it is always advisable for the surgeon to 
make the injection, as he is then certain of its being made in a thorough 
manner. 

The success which has attended the use of this method of making appli- 
cation to the uretha has, in my own practi je, and in that of others, who 
have been kind enough to communicate their experience to me, been or 
the most satisfactory character, and far exceeded my most sanguine- 
expectations. 

Of the twenty-three cases of acute gonorrhoea, where the opportunity 
presented of making an injection in this way within ten days after the 
disease was contracted, not one required it to be repeated more thai> 
three times, at intervals of twenty-four hours apart; and the 
wash used, in all instances, was a simple disinfecting one, either of sods^ 
sulphitis, gr. X to f I j, or potass, pernaang., gr. j to f | j. 

In the more advanced stages of the disease I have recommended and 
applied the forn^er of these only. I have also used it in gleet, but 
have not found it as an efficient as those of a weak solution of cupri 
sulph., or as the applications of solutions of nitrate of silver througb 
the endosoope. 

Seven applications has been the utmost number I have had to make 
in cases of some standing, but where there was no evidence of anything: 
like granular change. 

Other and eyen better results might be obtained in this way by the 
use of other agents, but I refrain from trials of them, as it was not my 
purpose to test them, but the method of making the application, and 
to do this most accurately, I deem it advisable to confine myself to one 
or two simple agents. 

On occasions where the discharge was so thick and ropy as to close 
the eye and prevent the flow, I have used a syringe in place of the 

douehe. 

The author has also used the apparatus with a curved form of the 
catheter, in diseases of both the bladder and uterus, — in cystitis, end- 
ometritis, haemorrhage, and vascular polypi of the uterus. — St. Loui» 
Medical and Surgical Journal, 

PHOSPHORUS IN LOCOMOTOR ATAXIA. 



BY WALTER LAMBERT, M. B., AMBSRSTBURO, ONTARIO, CANADA. 



Miss F. B., aged 22, had been suffering slightly with anaemia and i 

scanty menstruation for about one year. At different times, she took ' 

ferruginous preparations, with decidedly good effects ; but as soon as- J 
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relieved, she would leave off taking the medicine, and her trouble 
would return. She also had ague once or twice during the summer, it 
being very prevalent at that time in the neighborhood. For it she 
was specifically treated, and from it she soon recovered. 

For the chlorosis I sometimes gave mistura ferri comp. (Griffith's) > 
sometimes tinct. ferri and quinise disulph. ; lastly, I was giving her syr. 
ferri iodidi, with cod-liver oil. In September last, from exposure to 
wet and cold, her menses ceased, and all the symptoms of progressive 
locomotor ataxia set in. Her parents who live in the country, came 
for more medicine, and casually told me that their daughter walked 
with great difficulty, and that her menses did not come on at their usual 
period ; consequently, I went to see her, and in her attempting to shake 
hands with me, she grasped me by the wrist. This excited my fears 
immediately that she had Duchenne's disease. Upon further examination, 
my diagnosis was verified. The patient in attempting to walk^ 
staggered and swayed her body from side to side to keep her equu 
librium. She would suddenly halt to recover herself, and then would 
plunge forward, seemingly in a great hurry to reach the point to which* 
she desired to go. She was unable to feed herself, from the want ot~ 
coordinate action^ of the muscles ; and, in fact, unless she was watching^ 
her hands continually, she was liable to drop whatever she had in them.. 
Her speech was also affected ; she was not able to articulate some words- 
perfectly. 

What is passing strange in this case is, that I was giving her syr. 
ferri iodidi at the very time that the disease manifested itself; the very 
medicine that Dr. Julius Althaus used with so much benefit in his case, 
the only one recorded, until lately, that had been much benefited by 
medicine. 

As soon as I recognized the disease, I gave potass, bromid. grs. xv., 
ter in die, and submitted the patient to the action of magnetoelectricity 
once every twenty-four hours. I also gave two pills of aloes and iron 
which produced too much relaxation, the effect continuing two or three- 
days. This, in fact, seemed to prostrate her to such an extent that she 
was obliged to take to her bed, and there remain for a time. Fortunate- 
ly, just then I received the September number of the New York Med- 
ical Journal^ and in it saw that Dr. Dujardin Baumetz had given phos- 
phorus in this disease, with excellent effects. I immediately ordered 
acidi phosphorici dilut. m. xv., ter in die, in simple syrup. The next 
day her menses came on, and in a short time she began to improve* 
In a few days I increased the dose to twenty, twenty-five and then to 
thirty minims. After ten to twelve days, I omitted the acid, and gave 
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her the pyro-phosphate of iron for a week, and then returned to the 
acid. I continued the electricity every alternate day. In two weeks 
she was able to sit up, and had sufficient control over the muscles of her 
upper extremities to be able to knit. In one month she could walk 
about the house tolerably well. Now it is something over two months ; 
she can take long walks, do housework as well as ever, and has become 
very fleshy. The electricity has been discontinued for about one month, 
and she is not at all regular with her medicine at the present time. 
However, 1 have the most sanguine hopes that she will perfectly re- 
cover. The improvement has been so great that it is impossible to 
discern anything wrong with her, except a very slight irregularity in 
her walk.* — New York MedicalJournal, — Chicago Medical Examiner, 
♦We are informed by Dr. Lambert, in a note received since this article was in 
type, that tlie patient has perfectly recovered under this treatment. — E. S. P. 
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ON THE TREATMENT OF ASTHMA BY 

BELLADONNA. 



In a paper published in the Lancet, Dr. Hyde Salter speaks highly 
of the beneficial effects derived from the employment of belladonna in 
the treatment of asthma. He thinks the peculiar excellence of bell- 
adonna as a sedative consists in its power of diminishing reflex irritabil- 
ity. He cites several cases in which its value was peculiarly marked. 
His method of employing it is as follows : He orders ten minims of the 
tincture of belladonna three times a day, the quantity to be increased 
day by day until the characteristic effects of the drug are produced. 
In those cases in which the paroxysms come on at night, he directs the 
patient to begin with ten minims on going to bed and gradually increase 
the dose until the head and sight become affected. In some cases 40 
minims can be taken without any appreciable inconvenience. He con- 
cludes the paper as follows : 

I believe one reason why belladonna has not had a greater reputation 
as a remedy for asthma is that it has not been given in large enough 
doses. I think that, like lobelia, it must be given in doses sufficiently 
large to produce its physiological eflfects, otherwise we have no right to 
say that it has been fairly tried, or to conclude that it has been a fail- 
ure if it has not achieved a cure. I think to give ten minims three 
times a day in some mixture is simply worthless. I have seen now 
numberless cases in which both belladonna and lobelia have been con- 
signed to the limbo of failures, when a fresh trial of them, on the plan 
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of gradually increasicg the dose till an ultimatum has been reached, 
has proved Ihem to be perfectly successful remedies. Sometimes, but 
very rarely, belladonna will relieve asthma when given short of a 
physiological dose ; sometimes, but still rarely, it fails to give any re- 
lief even when pushed to its full physiological effects ; the common 
thing is for it to fail till so pushed, and then to succeed. "When I find 
belladonna has only been taken in the ordinary small doses, without 
any increment, I always regard it as not having been tried at all. 
The advantages of administering it in the way I have described are : — 

1. That, giving it at night, you brinff the full force of the drug to bear 
upon the disease at the time at which it is liable to come on, and thus 
if you are successful, tide your patient over the critical time. 

2. By gradually feeling your way up to the required dose, you are 
able ultimately to reach without fear a dose which you would be un- 
willing to prescribe without such a tentative approach. 

3. In those cases in which the therapeutical dose is reached before 
the physiological — that is in which the asthma yields before the sight 
or head is appreciably affected, — it enables you to stop short as soon 
as relief is obtained, and thus spare your patient any of the disagree- 
able effects of the drug. 

4. By giving it only once in twenty four hours, you are able to give 
a larger dose than you would be able to do if oflener repeated. 

5. By confining the dose to bedtime, the patient's days are, in spite 
of a large dose, passed in comfort ; for, as the morning advances, the 
dullness of head confusion of sight, and drought of mouth pass away. 

6. You are thus enabled to find out what is the dose for the individual 
— a very important point. People differ very much in their tolerance 
of belladonna. Some of my patients have been unable to take more 
than twenty minims once in the twenty-four hours without very un- 
pleasant symptoms ; while I have known others able to take a drachm 
three times in the same interval without any inconvenience. And as 
they differ in their tolerance of the drug, so do they differ in the dose 
at which their asthma will yield. The only way to ascertain what that 
fiose is, is to make each case a separate experiment, and this can only 
be done in the way I describe. 

7. By giving the remedy three or four hours before the attack is 
likely to come on, the treatment becomes prophylactic. If by taking 
a dose every night for thirty nights the attacks have been for that time 
prevented, the patient has ceased to be asthmatic for a month. This is 
a very different thing from having had thirty attacks in the sam.- time 
which have been cut short by the remedy, in all " habitual " dis( ases. 
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in which thr recurrence keeps up the tendency, prophylactic treatment 
has, in relation to final cure, a pre-eminence it does not possess in dis- 
eases in which habit has no place. For such disease it is the treatment. 
It does more than spare your patient an attack of his malady ; it breaks, 
pro t'jiitOj that chain of sequences which is the \e^rj life of the morbid 
tendency. — American JEelectic Medical Revieiv. 
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ON THE DIAG-NOSIS OF ACCIDENTAL HEM- 
ORRHAG-E FROM PLACENTA PR.^VIA. 



BY EDWARD CALTHORP, L. R. C. P. 



The OS uteri being unopen, and therefore a physical demonstration 
of the placenta impossible, any evidence by which we can determine 
between the two conditions mentioned at the head of this paper must 
be of value : I speak of the di ignosis of placenta prcevia from accident- 
al hemorrhage in the latter months of pregnancy. 

We all know, who have had experience in midwifery, the soft, 
velvety, hot feel of a gush of uterine hemorrhage, when that takes 
place the hand being in the vagina. It is from the character of the dis- 
charge we are to form our diagnosis in the present case. 

In the. case of placenta prrevia — say at the sixth month — the discharge, 
if any, is blood *']'ur et simjDle," and on examination the vagina is most 
likely full of, or at least contains, clots. In a case of aocidental hemor- 
rhage, the discharge is liquor sanguinis, and the Vagina free from clots ; 
and it is easy to understand how^ this is. The blood in placenta pra^via 
comes directly from the uterine or placental vessels, or both, into the 
vagina, and is there discharged as blood, leaving coagulations behind in 
the vagina; whereas, in accidental hemorrhage, the blood before being 
discharged, has to find its way to the os ; separating the membrranes 
as it comes down and depositing its fibrin, so that the discharge is 
liquor sanguinis, and the vagina is free from clots. How often, in a case 
of accidental hemorrhage arrested and gone to full term, do we not find, 
on the placenta being expelled, a large mass of fibrin discharged with 
it (I have more than one in my possession, and have seen numbers). 
In like manner, after a confinement in which perhaps a small piece of 
membrane has been left behind in utero, serving as a nucleus, do we 
not find, the discharge "dirty water," as the nurse says, the uterus 
large above the pubes, and the patient weak and blanched ; the fibrin 
is deposited, and the liquor sanguinis discharged ; and the mass if allow- 
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■ed to remain in utero, prevents the proper contraction of that organ, 
and is often the precursor of disease, retroversion, &c., and may account 
for the moles, " false conceptions," &c., so frequently described. But 
this is scarcely belonging to my subject. 

Finding no mention, then, in any authority of this mode of diagnosis 
{one of many) between these most serious complications, and knowing, 
by experience, that it is fully to be relied upon, except in cases in which 
the placentii is very near the os, or the hemorrhage very profuse, must 
be n^y excuse for publishing these few rough notes. — Lancet. — Amer- 
ican Eclectic Medical Review, 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Catarrhus Vesica. — ^This disagreeable chronic complaint is often 
very obstinate ; it may therefore, be stated that M. Mallez has found 
the following solution injected into the bladder very efficacious : Water 
ten ounces; tincture of iodine, forty five drops; iodide of pottassium, 
fifteen grains. When the pain is very annoying, add fifteen grains of 
the extract of belladonna to the above. lie has also employed carliolic 
acid, nitrate of silver, and hyposulphite of soda with advantage. — Lancet ^ 
Jan. 2, 1869. — Medical News and Library. — Chicago Medical Examiner, 



Electricity in Paralysis and Dyspepsia. — (^Extract from a report 
of the East River Medical Association.) — Dr. Beard, who was present 
by invitation, spoke at some length on the value of electricity in paraly- 
sis and dyspepsia, and quoted several cases where patients had derived 
signal benefit from its use. At the conclusion of his remarks the doctor 
received the thanks of the A'sso Nation. — Medical Record. 



Deodorized Carbolic Acid. — " It is stated (^Amer. Artisan) that the 
■odor of carbolic acid may be removed by combining together two parts 
by weight of gum camphor and one of carbolic acid in crystals, and mix- 
ing with whitening. A liquid is thus formed with powerful disinfecting 
properties, but entirely free from the foul odor of carbolic acid. " — 
Dental Cosmos, 
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Iodine in Surgery. — Mr. B. W. Switzer, Asst. Surg. 6th Punjaub 
Infantry, relates {Medical Times and Gazette, Sept. 19, 1868), the fol- 
lowing curious case: A Hindoo boy, aged about four years, was brought 
to himTor treatment. On examination, the right humerus was found 
to present a uniform enlargement, from about three inches below the 
head to within two inches of the condyles, tapering above and below. 
The history of the case was that the boy had been running from some- 
thing that frightened him, and fell heavily on his arm, sustaining a bad 
comminuted simple frabture through the whole extent of the middle 
third of the bone. Residing far from any surgical aid, his people simply 
let him alone, and this tumor was but nature's rough surgery. No trace 
of crepitus remained; it was from head to condyles one solid bone. 
Such was his state eight months after the accident. Mr. S. was at a 
loss what to do; he allowed the boy to run about, and his general health 
improved, and finally, for the sake of doing something, he ordered him 
an ointment containing 100 grains of iodide of potassium and ten grains 
of iodine to an ounce of lard, to be rubbed into the tumor twice a day; 
he was slso to take internally a grain of the iodide twice daily. After 
treatment of this kind for about three weeks, on examining the arm, 
crepitus was detected and the tumor found, like an iceberg in summer, 
rapidly breaking up in every direction. Finally all the callus was. ab- 
sorbed and the fragments left movable. All medicine was then stopped,, 
and the bone properly set in splints. He made a capital recovery, cal- 
lus being a|;;ain thrown out; and the fragments re united in thier proper 
places. — Druggists* Circular and Chemical Gazette. 



Ice in Affections of the Testicle. — Diday [The Annates) employe 
ice in some of the affections of the testicular apparatus: 1st. In orchitis, 
sometimes complicated by blennorrhagic epididymitis, he finds it ser- 
viceable ; 2d, In testicular neuralgia; 3d, In certain states in which pain 
constitutes the predominant feature. — Medical Record, 



A Ready Stethoscope. — An ordinary kerosene lamp chimney, either 
straight or bulging, with the base placed to the chest and the top to the 
ear, makes a most excellent stethoscope, quite equal in sensitiveness to 
the manufactured instrument. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, — Cali- 
fornia Medical Gazette, 



Opium Eating, — Mr. Horace Day, of New Haven, the reputed author 
of " The Opium Habit, " has eaten over fifty pounds of opium. He 
discarded the habit in less than six weeks afler he had '' made up hi» 
mind." — Medical Record, 
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Employment of Phosphide of Zinc in Medicine. — M. Vigier and 
Dr. Curie have recommended the use of phosphide of zinc in cases 
where the administration of phosphorus is indicated. This substance 
is a gray crystallized body, perfectly definite in composition, unaltered 
by moist air, and keeping well, either in powder or in pills; but never- 
theless easily decomposed in the stomach, and capable of exercising an 
action on the system identical with that produced by phosphorized oil. 
Phosphide of zinc is selected in preference to the other metallic phos- 
phides, because it is at once perfectly stable, and easily decomposed by 
weak acids. Even lactic acid attacks it, evolving phosphoretted hydro- 
gen; according to Messrs. Vigier and Curie this sxplains the action 
which occurs in the stomach. Phosphide of zinc is prepared by pass- 
ing the vapor of phosphorus over zinc heated to ebullition, in a current 
of dry hydrogen. 

The authors administer it in doses of 1 milligramme (0*015 grain) 
several times a day. It is given either in the form of pilules or of pow- 
der. — Druggists'* Circular and Chemical Gazette, 



On Croup. — By Thomas Inmxin, M, 2)., Physician to the Liverpool 
Royal Infirmary, in the Liverpool Medical and Surgical Reports, and 
Dublin Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, May. 

The following are the conclusions at which Dr. Inman arrives as to 
the treatment of this aifection: — 

"1. In slight cases no medicaments are necessary; hot, moist air and 
local warmth suffice; talking and laughing are to be deprecated so long 
as the laryngeal muscles are irritable; fever may be subdued by the free 
use 01 oil to the skin. 2. In more severe cases an emetic of ipecacuanha 
will relax the mucous membrane, and thus put an end to that distressing 
dry stage with which we who suffer from catarrh are so familiar. 3. 
To reduce the irritability of the laryngeal muscles opiates may be used, 
both locally and generally. 4. We must next endeavor to remove, as 
far as possible, every irritant from the sensaiive spot; and to effect this, 
every breath which is enhaled should be of the temperature of the body, 
and moist as is the human breath. 5. Such symptoms as thirst and 
feverishness may be met by any drink the patient selects; it is certain 
that under such circumstances a child will neither select spirits, wine or 
ale. 6. The occasional inhalation of chloroform may be adopted, if the 
patient when first seen is in a very low condition. " — Iowa Medical Jour. 



Hypodermic Use op Quinia. — Dr. Starley, of Texas, {New Orleans 
Journal of Medicine) says on this subject: " I have used quinine hypo- 
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dermically some hundreds of times, and with the exception of two or 
three cases of abscess, which gave little trouble, and a case of sloughing 
of a small portion of integument, have seen no ill results follow its use. 
But on the other hand, its effects, w^hen administered in this way have 
been so prompt and permanent, that several persons to whom I have 
given it now refuse to take the remedy by the mouth at all, and when 
quinine is prescribed they insist on having it injected under the skin." 
Dr. Starley regards two grains so used as fully equivalent to six grains 
by the mouth. He employs a solution of 32 grains to an ounce of dis- 
tilled water, with ten drops of sulphuric acid. Of this preparation, he 
injects half a drachm (tw^o grains) in a single pnncture, makuig other 
punctures for additional quantities. The case of sloughing above men- 
tioned was produced by injecting several syringe-fuls through one puuct- 
ure. We think it likely that the quinia itself — not the sulphate — dis- 
solved in ether, will be found greatly preferable for hypodermic use. 
— Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, 



m 

Treatment of Hemoptysis by Ergot of Rye. — By Horace Dobell, 
M. D., Senior Physician io the Royal Hospital for diseases of the Chest, 
aSjc, in British Medical Journal, June 27. 

In spite of the fashionable outcry against complicated prescriptions, 
Dr. Dobell ventures to give the following as the most efficacious, and, 
as it seems to him, the most rational, combination of remedies for a 
case of profuse tubercular pulmonary hemorrhage: — 

R. — Ext. ergotse liq. drachm ij (to contract the vessels); tincture dig- 
italis, drachm ij (to steady his heart); acidi gallici, drachm j (to clot the 
blood); magn. sulphatus, drachm vj (to relieve congestion); acidi sul- 
phuriei diluti, drachm j (to assist the rest); infusi rosre acidi, ad oz. viij 
(to make a mixture). A sixth part every three hours till hemorrhage 
is arrested. 

In any given case, either of the ingredients may be omitted, if the 
symptoms indicate that it is not required, or that it has already done 
its duty. — Iowa Medical Journal. 



Veratrum Viride in Pericarditis. — By J. Waring- Curran, L. K. 
Q. C. P. I , in The Practitioner, August. 

Dr. J. Waring-Curran states that he has found this drug of the high- 
est value in the treatment of pericarditis. The extract made by inspis- 
sating the juice of the root is the preparation he has invariably employed, 
prescribing it in two-grain doses, with one grain of calomel in the form 
of pill, every two hours, and carefully watching its effects. Its power 
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of reducing the frequency of the pulse, and of increasing the renal and 
hepatic secretions, lead him to regard the vcratrum viride as almost a 
specific for pericarditis. In cases of acute rheumatism in which peri- 
cardial symptoms began to be manifest, he feels assured "that the mis- 
chief was baffled by early ^nd careful exhibition of ten- drop doses of 
the tincture of veratrum viride in the asthmatic mixture." — Iowa Med. 
ical Journal. 



New Use of Iodide of Potassium. — Dr. A. de Beaufort {^Bulletin de 
Therapeutique) reflecting that iodide of potassium is freely eliminated 
in the tears and uterine mucous, tried it in free doses, in cases of chronic 
inflammation of the lachrymal tube, and also in chronic metritis. His 
success was most decided. He says : " In cases of internal metritis, 
with abundant leuchorrhea, and all that train of circumstances which 
render so many women miserable, I have often seen, when all other 
means have failed, prompt and decided amelioration, and in some cases 
positive cure, result from the free use of iodide of potassium. — Phila- 
del2^hia Medical and Surgical Reporter, — California Medical Gazette, 



Erysipelas Traumatica Treated with Ol TERBiNTHiNiE. — By Prof. 
Dr, Albert Liieke Berne, {Philad, Med, and Surg. Reporter^ (J anuary 
2, 1869; from Berliner Klin Wochenschrift.) 

Prof. Liieke has applied the above-mentioned remedy with success. 
We will only cite one of several cases reported. 

Christian Oppliger was uuder treatment for complicated fracture of 
the leg, and May 12th, 1868, a small sequestrum was extracted. 
Evening, May 13th, emesis, headache, bodily temperature 40° C. A 
very lively erysipelatous redness about the wound, of the size of several 
hands, lymphatic glands of groin swollen and painful. Application of ol. 
terebinth, 

Morninp^ of the 14th. Temperature 38^6 ; erysipelas somewhat 
paler. Evening, temperature 38. 

On the 15th, erysipelas gone, temperature normal. 

Our author did not observe local irritation foUow the application of 
the oil ; the patient only felt a slight temporary burning sensation. 

The method was tried with entire success in about nine cases of tru- 
matic erysipelas. — St. Louis Medical and Surgical Journal. 



To Remove the Bitterness of Sulphate of Magnesia. — To remove 
the bitterness of sulphate of magnesia, which is the chief drawback 'of 
this useful saline aperient, it suffices according to the Bulletin de Thera- 
peutigue, to boil a little coffee in the solution of sulphate ; the flavor of 
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the coffee masks that of medicine. The flavor of the decoction of senna 
may be covered in the same way. — Medical and Surgical Reporter, — 

Better — }J . Sulphate of magnesia, 3 j. 

Mint water, 

Simple water, ,. aa 3 iv. M. 

— Ed — Nashville Journal of Medicine and Surgery, 



Treatment of TvrHoiD Fever by Glycerine. — Mr. E. Shedd claims 
{^BriU Med. JL) great success in the treatment of typhoid fever, by 
this plan : " As soon as there is any tenderness in the abdomen upon 
pressure, I prescribe drachm doses of glycerine (in the case of an adult), 
to be repeated three times a day. Under this treatment, the temperature 
gradually subsides, becoming normal towards morning, and rising to 
99° Fahr. towards evening. The secretions soon improve ; a profuse 
perspiration frequently prevails ; diarrha?a is quickly checked ; and the 
patient becomes coDvalescent. * 

" Of the numerous cases which have come before me in my practice, 
I have treated twenty- seven in the manner described, and with complete 
success, as not a single death from typhoid fever has occurred." — Arne)*- 
ican Eclectic Medical Review, 



Treatment of Sun-stroke. — Sixteen cases of sun-stroke were brought 
into the Pennsylvania Hospital for treatment, [Reports Vol. 11. ] dur- 
ing the heated term of the summer of 1868. The leading symptoms 
were extreme jactitation, restlessness and convulsions. They were 
reated by Dr. Hutchinson, with hypodermic injection of one-fourth 
grain sulph. morph. followed by frictions with ice. All but four re- 
covered. The effect of the morphia was prompt and salutary. In some 
cases it was necessary to follow up the treatment with brandy, either 
by mouth or enema. — Pacific Medical and Surgical Journal, 



Subcutaneous Medication for Syphilis. — In No. 14 of this 
Journal we referred to Dr. Max Van Mon's application of Scartnzio's 
method. We are now^able to give the following further particulars : — 

A common subcutaneous syringe, having a capacity of from 7 to 10 
drops, or more, is charged with a dose of from 10 to 40 centigrammes 
of calomel suspended in a very dilute mucilage of gum-arabic. This 
is injected into the subcutaneous tissue; an abscess follows, " of about 
the size of a hen's ^g^^^ " which may be opened on the 8th or 10th day. 
One injection is almost always sufficient. All local treatment of the 
syphilis is suspended. Twenty-two cases (we spoke of only five in the 
previous notice) have been thus treated; salivation occurring in but on© 
instance. — Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 



\ 
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Stimulating Liniment. — Essence of terebinth, 

Tr. cantharides, 

Aq. ammonia, iia 30 gram. 

Tr. Opii, 20 drops. 

For rubbing in paralysis of the extremities. 

Depilatory Powder. — Quicklime, 30 grammes. 

Yellow sulpkate of arsenie, 2 " 50 cent. 

Starch in powder, 24 " 00 " 

Mix. — ^To use this powder, it is only necessary to dissolve it in a 
small quantity of water, and apply it to the spot from whence we 
desire to remove the hair. From one to two minutes are silfficient to 
produce this result. — Repertoire Pharmacutique, — Leavenworth Medical 
Herald, 

Treatment of Skin Diseases Continued. — From the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter, 
To Allay Itching. — J. M. Dacosta,' M. D : 

5 Potassii cyanidi, gr. \, 

Alcohol, f. 3 ij. 

Glycerine, f. 3 ss. 

Aquse, f. 3 vj. M 

A local application to allay itching in various skin affections, to be 
sponged over the part several times a day. 

Eczema Capitis : 

5 Hydrarg. chlor. mitis, 3j. 

Cerati simplicis, 3J. M 

An alterative ointment to be applied in eczema capitis^ after poultic- 
ing. 

Lepra : 

5 Soda; sulphitis, § '^s. 

Aqua), * f 5 \j. 

To be used as a wash in Jejora, The patient at the same time being 
ordered internally, 

IJ Liq. potassse arsen., ir^ iij. 

Tr. gentianse comp., f 3 ij. 

For one dose, ter die. 

Pityriasis of the Scalp : 

5 Ung. hydrarg. nitratis, 

Cerati simplicis, ail 3 ss. M. 

For pityriasis of the scalp. To be applied morning and night. The 
hair should be cut short, and poultices appliei before using this oint- 
ment. The scalp is to be kept clean with soap. 
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Impetigo : 

Q Unguenti picis, 

Ung. hydrarg. oxidi rubri, aii 3 ss. 

For impetigo. To be rubbed in morning and night. If this fails, 
apply 

9 Cupri sulphatis, 3j — ij. 

Aquae, f. | j. M. 

Or use the solid sulphate of copper. 

Impetigo. — ^Tilbury Fox, M. D., Lokd., M. M. C. P.. etc : 
IJ Plumbi acetatis, gr. xv. 

Acidi hydrocyanici dil., TU xx. 

Alcohol, f. § 88. 

Aqu8B, ad f. 3 vj. M* 

Use in impetigo. At the outset of this disease, and in direct pro- 
portion to the degree of irritation present, remedies should be emollient 
in character. Poulticing is the first step. Then the above lotion may 
be used. Subsequently, 

IJ Hydrargyri ammoniati, .' 3j. 

Olei olivae, 

Adipis, aa |j. 

Olei rosse, TTl vi. 

Tincture tolu, gtt. xx. M. 

If the scalp is affected, the hair must be cut from around the disease. 
Pediculi, if they exist, will be destroyed by the above white precipitate- 
ointment. In many cases alkaline lotions are of use, for example. 

5 Sodse carbonatis, 3 j. 

Aquas, f. | vj. 

Eczema. — Prof. Hebra, of Vienna : 

3 Saponis mollis, | j. 

Aquae buUientis, Oj. M. 

Use in the second stage of eczema^ to counteract the infiltration. The- 
lotion may be scented with some essential oil. 

5 Picis liquidae, 

, Alcohol, 

Saponis mollis, iia f. | ij. M. 

This constitutes the " tr. saponis viridis cum pice," and is used in 
eczema. 

Syphilitic Sore Throat. — Dr. T. E. Rutledge, in the London Lancet 
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gives the following treatment for syphilitic sore throat : 

5 Ext. Sarsapar f* § ij- 

Ext. Glycyrrhr 3 ii. 

Ext. Hyosciam 3 ss. 

Potass. lod 3 ij. 

Aquae Fluv f* 1 y • 

M. S. — Cochl. magn. ter quaterque indies., and localJy, Sulphate of 

Copper, Iron, etc., especially Liq. Cale. Chlor., f. 3 iv, Mel., | ss, Aq. 
Fontan. f § ij. 

M. S. — A tablespoonful, with warm water and brandy, of each a 
half a tablespoonful, and use as a gargle. 

Aphonia. — In aphonia he uses, with benefit, the local application of 
glycerine, f 3 i, and Iodine Resublim.. grs. ij, (to be solved) brought in 
contact with the throat by means of a brush or feather. 

Scurvy. — ^The same writer recommends for scurvy — to regulate the 
bowels : 

]$ Magnes. Sulph | ss. 

Ac. Sulph. arom TTi xxv. 

Aq. font f I vi. 

M. S. — Bis indies pro re nata. 

As a dressing for the ulcerations : — 

5 Creasot., iii xx 

Acid acet. , TTI xvi 

Sp. Juniper., c 

Syrup aa., f | j 

Aq. font, f I X 

M. S.— Cochl, magn. ter indies. — Medical Bulletin. 
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CORRECTION. 
On page 72 of the March issue, under the use of Phytolacca Becan- 
dra in Asthma read : 

5 Phytolacca Decandra, | i. 

Whisky, i. 

CORONER. 
The New York Medical Gazette refers to the office of Coroner in 
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its relation to pathological investigation in the following language : 

****** 

'* The immense value to medical science of pathological investigation 
properly conducted is admirably exemplified in the system pursued at 
Vienna. There, instead of the petty pomp of coroner's inquests, every 
case of death from unexplained causes is brought to the dead house over 
which Carl Rokitansky presides. In the presence of at least two medi- 
cal experts he institutes a thorough autopsy, and from the morbid ap- 
pearances discovered decides upon the cause of death. The subjects 
brought to him are usually only numbered, so that he is ignorant of 
the previous circumstances of the case or even of the individual he ex- 
amines. In this way all chance of undue influence or partiality is avoid- 
ed. The result of the experience thus gained (the number of dissec- 
tions made by him amounted fifteen years ago to 30,000) is seen in 
his magnificent work on Pathological Anatomy, and there are few of 
us who are not in our daily diagnosis indebted to him for demonstrat- 
ing the relative frequency of cachectic manifestations in different organs. 

The incalcuable benefits that might accrue to medical science from 
the establishment of a system in this country, and more especially 
from its efficient management in a great immigrant depot like New 
York, form an "air castle" which it were vain to build in fancy, inas- 
much as a democratic form of government is not likely in our time to 
be influenced by scientific considerations ; but we have a right to be 
lieard when we urge that, even if only for the public interest, the sense- 
less custom of electing Coroners by popular vote be abolished, and that 
an office requiring the highest degree of scientific attainments be filled 
by men who are to some extent qualified to perform the duties assigned 
them. If no better plan can be devised, let Coroners be appointed 
by the Board of Health ; let them be at least men of respectable stand- 
ing in the Medical Profession and, if we cannot have a Rokitansky, let 
us at all events have some one with plausible pretense to knowledge of 
the alphabet of morbid anatomy. As long as the investigation of obscure 
matters of pathology is left to men utterly ignorant of medical science, 
aided by a packed or casual jury more ignorant still, so long will abor- 
tionists and poisoners enjoy immunity from law ; so long will mal- 
practice and quackery remain undetected. 
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ASOLEPIAS TUBEROSA. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. 1). 



{^Pleurisy Root) 

This plant will be found in the natural order, of Lindley and 
JussieUj Asclepiadece^ or as some call it Asclepiadacece. 

According to to the Linnean artificial classification, or Sexual 
System, it will be found in class Pentandria, and order Digynia 
of most botanists. • 

This, however, must be admitted to be a misnomer; for ac- 
cording to the number and situation of the stamens, the genus 
asclepias belongs to class Oynandria and order Diandria. The 
celebrated James Edward Smith, some years ago showed the im- 
propriety of putting this genus into class PenUmdria. Subsequently 
a mistake committed by Kobert Brown, a distinguished naturalist, 
induced botanists to reject the the teachings of Smith, and con- 

13 
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tinue this genus in the fifth clas8, without questioning the accuracy^ 
of the latter, or the inaccuracy of the former — a case in point (aa- 
Amos Eaton observed), showing the danger of great men's errors. 

General Character. — Petals 5, reflexed; nectaries 6, con- 
cave, erect, containing little horns; each stamen with a pair of 
pendulous masses of pollen, suspended from ihe top of the stigma;, 
follicles smooth. 

Specific Character, — Flowers bright-orange color: flower- 
ing season, July and August ; root perennial : stem erectish, at . 
the top spreading-branched, very rough-haired : leaves scattered, 
oblong, lanceolate, rough-haired ; umbels terminal, sub-corymbed. 

Part Used. — The root 

Medicinal Properties. — Dr. King attributes to it diaphoret- 
ic, expectorant, carminative, diuretic, tonic, and antispasmodic 
properties. 

Dr. "Wood in his abridgment of Pereira's Materia Medica allude* 
to this plant as a diaphoretic and expectorant In large doses - 
(he says), if recent, it acts upon the bowels. 

Habitat. — Native of both hamispheres. 

There are about twenty species of asclepias growing in North 
America, One Botanist, in Europe, has described no \e^s than 
thirty-four species of this genus, many of which are natives of 
this country, and found in the torrid and temperate zones. 

History. — Asclepias is the Greek name of the Aesculapius of 
the Latins, the god of medicine. 

The use of asclepias as a medicine, says Prof Lee,* dates from 
a very remote ' period. He quotes Paulus, of ^ginita, as say- 
ine: — "Itishotand-dry asto its powers, and consisting of sub- 
tile " particles; agrees well with tormina when drunk with wine,- 
and in'the form of a cataplasm it is a good application to the bites - 
of venomous animals, and malignant ulcers in the uterus and 

5 assign to it the same use (says - 
?f riterS of antiquity, 
of; Medicine Hi Philadelphia, has ■ 
^'(t&6~if 'at/^bferbsa His exper- 
jiSlJft'^iras.^fiicient'^o enable him 
ife ' 'i^oWei'ii'''' As k 'diaphoretic he- 
'Jonm&l of Uatereft Mediu, vol. 3, p. 303 
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thought it was distinguished by great certainty and permanency 
of operation. Dr. Bigelow mentions seveml diseases, for the 
treatment of which this agent has been long employed by practi- 
tioners in the Southern States. He refers to Dr. Parker of Vir- 
ginia, as having been in the habit of employing this root for 
twenty-five years, and who considered it as possessing a peculiar 
and almost specific quality of acting upon the organs of respira- 
tion, promoting suppressed expectoration, and releiving the breath- 
ing of pleuritic patients in the most advanced stage of the disease. 

Dr. Bigelows informs us that as far as his own observation with 
this plant extends, he is pursuaded of its usefulness in various 
complaints. 

Dr. Griffith remarks, as quoted by Prof. Lee: — 

"From all that can be gathered on the subject, it may be 
deemed one of the most useful of our native articles, and deserves 
a full and unbiased trial ? Its popular name pleurisy root ex- 
presses, says Dr. Lee, the estimation in which it is held as a 
remedy in that disease. 

It is known by others vulgar names such as butterfly weed,. 
wind root, and tuber root 

Therapeutic Uses. — Pleurisy. — The common notion of 
its having a peculiar efficacy in pleurisy, Dn Chapman was in- 
clined to think was not without foundation. 

Prof. Buckman of Pa., calls attention to the potency of asole- 
pin (the active principle of asolepias tulDerosa), in pleurisy.*^ After 
alluding to the condition of the patient, he observes : — I im- 
mediately ordered a mustard poultice over the region of the 
inflamed pleura, to be followed by a fomenting poultice, consist- 
ing, of a towel saturated with warm water, overlaid with a dry 
towel or bandage, and prescribed of triturated asclepin, five grs.,, 
water an ounce. Dose, a teaspoonful at intervals of half an hour^, 
hour, two hours and with increasing intervals according to the im- 
provement of the patient In the course of an hour the patient 
fell asleep, and with few interruptions, slept until morning, when 
it mused for the first time in more than eighteen hours. The- 
symptoms not being well relieved, the mustard was ordered to ba- 
re-applied, and the asclepin continued at about twenty- four hours. 
The next morning's visit found the patient entirely well, with 

2 Med. Bot., p. 455 
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good appetite and playful humor." 

Dr. Coe says thjft he has seen some severe attacks of the pleu- 
risy cured by employing : — 

]^ Asclepin . . . . 3 j. 

Cyprepedin . . . . • 3 j- 

Aqua fervens . . . . 3 iv. 

Dose, two teaspoonfuls every thirty minutes until perspiration 
is^induced, then once in one or two hours as may be necessary to 
maintain the action. When a more active combination is needed, 
as/or instance when there is excessive arterial excitement he gives 
the following : — 

I^ Asclepin . . . 3 ss. 

Aqua fervens . . . . ^ \y. 

Con. Tinct. Veratrum Viride . . . gtt xxx. 

Dissolve the asclepin in the water, is his direction, and add the 
Tinct of Veratrum. He gives two teaspoonfuls every hour, until 
the patient is brought under the full influence of the remedy, and 
then repeat at intervals of two hours, or sufficiently often to keep 
the arterial excitement under control. Dr. King alludes favorably 
to an infusion of the root, given in this malady. 

Prof Paine observes : — " There is, perhaps, no remedy which 
exerts a more specific influence over the diseased condition of the 
serous membrane than does asclepin. In cases of pleuritis, after 
the stomach and bowels have been thoroughly cleansed by an 
emetic'"' and a mild purge, the skin cleansed by a bath of warm 
water and soap, and a hot pack applied over the seat of the in- 
flammation, then by adding twenty or thirty grains of triturated 
asclepin to a tumbler of water, and giving one teaspoonful of the 
solution every ten or fifteen minutes, all traces of the pleuiitis 
will disappear, provided it be given in the early stage of the 
disease, and the system has been properly prepg,red for it. 

The length of time required to remove common pleuritis with 
asclepin does not, under ordinary circumstances, exceed four or 
five hours. In cases, however, where the heart's action is violent, 
and the system in full habit, the cure will be facilitated by alter- 
nating the asclepin with five or ten drops of the tincture vera- 
trum viride, until the heart's action is reduced, and slight nausea 
is produced." 

♦University Journal of Medicine and Surgery. 
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This disease is frequently complicated with pneumonia, pericar- 
ditis, peritonitis, hepatitis, etc. ; and may be either acute or 
chronic. There can be little or no doubt relative to the propriety 
of bleeding, and having recourse to calomel and blisters in severe 
attacks of this disease, and at the same time small doses o[ opium 
or full doses of asclepin will be found serviceable. 

Peritonitis. — The duration of acute peritonitis is very varia- 
ble, continuing often not over twenty-four hours, at other times it 
mky run on, from thirty-five to forty days, hence the impropriety 
of claiming speedy cures by innovations in the treatment 

Prof. Paine observes: — "Asclepin is not confined to the re- 
moval of inflammation from the pleura. 

It exerts its salutary influence on all portions of the serous 
tissue with almost equal power. 

In peritonitis, carditis, and acute inflammation of other portions 
of this membrance, I have noticed the same specific effects and 
speedy cures performed by asclepin." 

Dr. Coe remarks : — " No other remedy with which we are ac- 
quainted is so universally admissible in the treatment of disease, 
either alone or in combination, as the asclepin. In fact, we can 
think of no pathological condition that would be aggravated by 
its employment." 

Dr. Coe regards this remedy as of especial service in the treat- 
ment of affections involving the serous membrance, as peritonitis. 
He maintains,, in order that the full value of this agent may be 
realized in the treatment of all febrile complaints, it must be ex- 
hibited in full doses and repeated sufficiently often to induce and 
maintain free diaphoresis. 

In cases requiring the use of calomel and opium, asclepin might 
be added as a very useful adjunct. 

Pneumonia. — Dr. Bigelow states tliat this remedy lias been 
long employed by practitioners in the Southern States in pul- 
monary complaints, and mentions pneumonia as a disease, in 
which it has acquired much confidence. He says : — *' It appears 
to be an expectorant peculiarly suited to the advanced stages of 
pulmonary inflammation, after a depletion has been carried to the 
requisite intent" Dr. King alludes to its emplo3'^ment in this dis- 
ease. Dr. H. C. Wood states that it is employed at the com- 

*Thc author is not in favor of emetics in this malady. 
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mencement of pulmonary affections ; and sometimes by its use in 
combination with antiphlogistics an attack may be cut short In 
conjunction with polygala senega, asclepin will often be lound 
useful ill the treatment of this malady. In certain cases calomel 
in small alterative doses, should not be omitted, and by associat- 
ing it with asclepin and hydrastin, the effect will be more satis- 
factory. 

Dysentery. — ^Dr. Coe's remarks are calculated to inspire con- 
fidence in the use. of asclepin for this malady. He observes :— 
" In the management of dysentery, the asclepin will be found an 
indispensable auxiliary when once its real value is understood. 
Diaphoretics are always indicated in that disease, and none will be 
found more valuable than the asclepin. We have frequently 
known a single dose to cure a severe diarrhoea. 

When arising from cold, the cure is almost certain. 

In the treatment of cholera infantum we have found the ascle- 
pin a highly useful remedy." 

In dysentery, opium, camphor, and calomel have been advocated 
by high authoritj'-, and used with decided suxess. Camphor, opium, 
and asclepin, without doubt, would be a good prescrption for this 
malady. 

When astringents are indicated in the treatment of this disease, 
tannin, acetate of lead, or krameria triandra will be found useful 
in combination with asclepin. 

. Prolpsus Uteei. — ^The author has had no experience with 
asclepias tuberosa in the treatment of prolapsus uteri, but feeling 
desirous to spread before his readers a full and complete account 
of the therapeutic virtues of this agent, he feels himself at liberty to 
quote from the writings of medical men, whether they harmonize 
or conflict with what is called the old or new school. Dr. King 
says: — "A number of cases of prolapsus uteri have been cured 
under the use of one ounce of plurisy-root mixed with half an 
ounce of Aletris Farinosa,* and given in drachm doses, three times 
a day. In uterine difficulties this plant desers^es further investi- 
gation. It is, undoubtedly one of our most useful agents." 

Scarlatina. — In the treatment of this formidable disease, any 
reliable remedy will be highly appreciated. 

Dr. Coe,on p. 124 of concentrated medicines, remarks : — "In the 

* American Elective Dispensatory, p. 258. 
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treatment of exanthematous fevers of any type, we invariably em- 
ploy the asclepin. 

No remedy with jwhich we are acquainted exercises so salutary 
.an effect in these aises as Asclepin. Its employment is admissible 
at any and all stages. 

It excites a kindly depurative action on the part of the cutaneous 
•exhalents, aud fevors the development of the eruption. In the 
treatment of scarlatina it is of eminent service. Mild cases of scar- 
latina, rubeola, varicella, etc., are manageable with this remedy 
.alone, and seldom is any auxiliary treatment necessary ; when more 
active treatment is demanded, the formula, given above will be 
found reliable." The formula, to which he alludes, is as -fol- 
lows : — 

Jl Asclepin - - - - 3 ss. 

Aqua fervens - - • - J iv. 

Con. Tina Yeratrum Viride - " - gtt xxx. 

Two teaspoonfuls of the mixture is to be given every hour until 
the patient responds to its influence, subsequently sufficiently often 
to keep down arterial excitement He seldom finds any other medi- 
cine necessary in the treatment of scarlatina, except the occasional 
administration of a dose of podophyllin. 

In the treatment of this malady, sulphite of soda, given con- 
jointly with asclepin, will be found serviceable. 

All medical authors recognize the importance of employing 
diaphoretics, and diuretics in the treatment of this disease. The 
functions of the skin and kidneys are interrupted by the active 
vascular congestion, apparant in this malady, consequenty remedies 
must be addressed for the removal of such phenomena, by exciting 
the secreting and depurating action of the organs iraplicated. As- 
clepin, possessing in an eminent degree such properties as are un- 
iversally acknowledge requisite to this end, viz., diaphoretic and 
deuretic, seems well selected to accomplish this important result 
It may be prescribed with the remedies usually administered in 
this malady, and in combination with such as the circumstances of 
•each case may appear to demand. If stimulants and tonics are 
indicated, and diaphoretics and diuretios are necessary, asclepin is 
not only admissible, but promises as speedily to afford relief, as 
any one remedy, in the catalogue of remedial agents. Very much 
may be done for a patient in this (^sease by establishing as 
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speedily as possible, tlie normal functions of the skin and kidneys. 
If this agent has any claim to distinction, in the treatment of 
scarlatina, it must be admitted, to be in restoring the cutaneous 
and renal secretions to a normal condition 

Indigestion. — Asclepin, possessing as it does alterative, laxa- 
tive, and tonic properties, is said to be exceedingly valuable in the 
treatment of some forms of indigestion, increasing the appetite* 
promoting digestion, and removing constipation. 

Some cases will respond favorably to the use of this agent, ad- 
ministered with small doses of sodae sulphis. 

Cases of indigestion, attended with pain and constipation, will of- 
ten be relieved by the use of a combination of hyoscyamus, nux- 
vomica, asclepin and juglandin. Pepsin is a very popular remedy 
in the treatment of some forms of this malady, but by alternating 
its use with hydrastin^ or asclepin, often, cases will be found to 
yield, that would resist either remedies administered alone. 

Flatulent Colic. — ^This form of colic presents, frequently, great 
distention of the abdomen, caused by the accumulation of flatus ; 
and as a general rule, the bowels are constipated. In most in- 
stances this affection will yield to a free movement of the bowels. 

Dr- Coe observes : — " Flatulent colic is quickly relieved by ad- 
ministering Irom five to ten grains of Asclepin every twenty 
minutes, until the spasm is relaxed and the wind expelled. Ee- 
lief will be more prompt if the remedy is administered in warm 
water." He adds,-" cramp in the stomach will generally yield to 
the same prescription. ** 

Much benefit might be expected, in this malady, by emploving 
^lepin in coHJunction with cathaxtica 

Whooping-cough. — ^It is a settled point, that this disease may 
be cut short several weeks, by judicious treatment ; this has been 
accomplished by the use of acidum nitricum andballadonna, scores 
ol medicinal agents might be mentioned, for which the same is 
claimed. Another remedy is announced by Dr. Coe, who says : — 
" In the curie, of hooping-cough, it (asclepin) is with us a favorite 
remedy. From three to five grains may be given four times a day. 

We usually form a solution with warm water. 

If the cough is violent or spasmodic, we add from five to ten 
drops of the Wine Tine, pf Lobelia to each dose. We sometimes 



> 



Bates — On Asclepias Tuherosa, 201 

use the Asclepin in connection with Hydrocyanic Acid. 
'fy Hyrocyanic Acid - - - gtt. x. 

Water - - - - - 5 i^- 

Dose, one teaspoonfal three times a da3^ 

At the same time we give the Asclepin in suflBcient quantities 
to maintain a gentle diaphoresis. No other plan of treatment that 
we have ever seen devised has proved so uniformly successful as 
the above, cutting the disease short with remai'kable certainty.'' 

PHTHI3IS. — Dr. Bigelow says that he is well satisfied of the utilty 
of asclepias tuberosa as an expectorant medicine, and has seen no 
inconsiderable benefit arise from its use as a palliative in phthisis 
pulmonalis. He mentions the case of a young physician, of his 
town, afflicted with consumption, who made great use of the decoc- 
tion of this root, and persevered in it a long time from choice, finding 
that it. fiicilitated expectoration and relieved the dyspnoea and 
pain in the chest, more than any other medicine. Dr. Coc's ex- 
perience coincides with that of Dr. Bigelow. Dr. C. — observes that 
asclepin is one of the most valuable remedies in the advanced stage 
of phthisis pulmonalis that he ever employed. He continues : '' It 
overcomes the viscidity of the secretions, promotes expectoration, 
abatest febrile excitement, and by promoting the cutaneous ex- 
halation, lessens the cough. All this it does so kindly that the 
patient is surprised and delighted at the degree of comfort ensured 
by so mild and pleasant a remedy. Its action is so different irom 
the Diaphoretics usually employed, that its employment is always 
admissible, and will not interfere with the action of such anodynes 
or sedatives as the physician may have occasion to administer." 
The Parisians, at present, highly recommended small doses of arsenic 
in this malady as superior to any other remedy, maintaining that 
it has a good influence upon the functions of nutrition etc. Those 
favorablj^ inclined to the use of arsenic or cod-liver-oil in phthisis, 
may occasionally find cases, in which the additional employment 
of asclepin, in conjunction with either, would add much to the 
comfort of the patient 

Hepatic Obstructions. — Dr. Coe ascribes to asclepin alterative 
properties, and says; — " For the removal of hepatic obstructions, 
it may be advantageously combined with either of the following 

♦American Eclectic Dispensatory, p. 258. 
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agents : Podophillin, Juglandin, Euphorbin, Irisin, Phytolaccin, or 
Apocynin." Some forms of this affection will be relieved by 
calomel or blue pill, but for certain reasons, asclepin and leptandrin- 
or asclepin and podophyllin should first be given a fair trial. 

Coughs. — This term is too generic in its character to specify 
any particular disease, as a cough may sometimes depend upon 
some morbid condition of the stomach, or liver as well as upon 
some affection of respiration, notwithstanding D. E. Smith says 
that by ordering three grain doses of the powdered tuberosa every 
four hours, * he has frequently succeeded in arresting the most 
obstinate coughs in the short space of four or six days, and that 
too, when the ordinary remedies had been given in vain. 

Eheumatism. — H. C. Wood, auther of an abridgment of 
Pereira s Materia Medica says, p. 566, that the asclepias tuberosa 
has proved serviceable in rheumatism. Dr. Coe, also, alludes to its 
employment in this malady ; he advises its use in combination with 
macrotin, sangainarin, xanthoxyhn, phytolaccin, stilliiigin, or rumin. 
In the ordinary treatment of this disease, diaphoretics and diuretics 
are highly complimented; this remedy possessing in an eminent 
degree both those properties, therefore, has claims upon our con- 
sideration, in the management of rheumatism. Small doses of 
colchicum, alternated with asclepin, will be found beneficial in the 
treatment of some cases of this disease. Eemedies, acting upon, 
or increasing the secretions of the kidneys, no doubt assist in 
eliminating the maUries morbi, firom the blood, a something upon 
which the disease depends. The urine, in rheumatism, requires fi'e- 
quent observation, it should be tested with litmus-paper every day, 
and if found acid, asclepin and acetate, or nitrate of potash should 
be administered as long as the acid test continues. 

Cholera Infantum. — In the treatment of cholera infantum, 
Dr. Coe says that, he has found the asclepin a highly useful remedy. 
In the treatment of this malady, a moist state of the skin, as a 
general rule, is rather a favorable indication, hence the value of 
asclepin in this disease as a diaphoretic. It will be found valuable, 
given in conjunction with gelsemin, matico, or tannate of bismuth. 
In some instances, one fourth of a grain of calomel and one or two 
grains of asclepin two or three times a day, with demulcents, will 
be highly beneficial. Whatever treatment may be devised, in severe 

♦Collepfe Journal of Medical Science, vol 11, p 216. 
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<3ases, the patient should be kept in a horizontal position. 

In very severe cases, when calomel in small doses with asclepin 
and mucilages fail of relieving the patient, an enema, consisting of 
an infusion of the root of asclepias tuberosa, starch and a few 
drops of the aqueous extract of opium, may be administered, and 
repeated according to circumstances ; but if the brain gives indica- 
tions of becoming sympathetically affected, the aqueous extract of 
opium should not be added to the enema. 

Dropsy. — There are various causes of dropsy, as well as different 
kinds of dropsies. Strictly speaking, dropsy is rather a spmptom 
of the existence of functional or organic affection of one or more 
organs of the system, than a disease pe?*5f. The use of asclepias 
tuberosa has been highly commended by many in the treatment of 
this affection. Dr. Copland observes ;* " The asclepias tuberosa is 
a useful tonic and diaphoretic, and may be used with advantage 
in dropsy succeeding intermittents. " The pyrola umbellata and 
f asclepias tuberosa are highly useful articles in the treatment of 

atonic dropsy, associated with debiliy of the digestive organs. In 
most cases of dropsy the secretions of the kidneys are very limited, 
and tiie skin dry, hence the utility of asclepias tuberosa, and other 
diuretics and diaphoretics. We do much for the benefit of the patient 
by keeping up free diuresis and diaphoresia Medicinal agents which 
augment these functions, should be perseveringly employed in con- 
junction with stimulants, tonics, or alteratives as the indications 
may seem to require. 

Acute cases of dropsy may require calomel, or blue pill, with 
potaseio-tartrate of antimony, and should be continued until the 
increased action is subdued, or the specific mercurial effects become 
manifest 

In this form of dropsy Dr. Copland observes ; — " All heating 
diuretics, as squills, jan,iper, seneka-root, horseradish, with their 
combinations and preparations, are more or less injurious, unless 
vascular action has lapsed into a state different from the sthenic 
form with which it commenced." The objection that Dr. Copland 
here makes to the use of certain diuretics, cannot apply to the use 
of asclepias tuberosa,so far from being in the least degree injurious, 
this agent promises more real benefit, than any other that can be 

*Dictionary of Practical Medicine, vol 1, p. T08. 
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mentioned, and should be employed conjointly with mercurials. 

Dropsy, consequent on disease of the heart, will be more bene- 
ficially treated by establishing an issue over the region of the heart, 
and employing a mixture of tincture of digitalis, with carbonate 
of ammonia, camphor, and Hoffman's liquor in combination with 
asclepin. Sometimes a muriated tincture of iron and asclepin, 
will be found advantageous in this form of the complaint When 
dropsy is the result of pulmonary diseases the asclepin should be 
administered quite freely in connection with small doses of colchi- 
cum, or squills, tonics and stimulants, to be used at the same time 
to keep up the strength of the patient Iodide of potassium, al- 
ternated with asclepin, continued two or three weeks, should be 
used in this form dropsy. If calomel be indicated ; let it be given 
in combination with this agent, their united action upon the system 
• will more likely be attended with permanent benefit. 

Dropsy, dependent upon a morbid state of the liver and spleen, 
will often respond favorably, to a treatment of calomel asclepin 
and quinine, more especially, however, when these organs, thus im- 
plicated, have suffered from protracted intermittent fever. Other 
forms of dropsy, whether owing to disease of the uterus, ovaria, 
or veins and lymphatics, will derive as much benefit from the em- 
ployment of this agent, as from any other single remedy in the 
materia medica. The author would not limit their treatment tc» 
asclepin, but advise that it should be associated w^ith other remedies, 
such as the circumstances of each case might indicate. Other 
diseases might be noticed in which the use of asclepias tuberosa has 
been highly lauded, but sufficient allusion has been made of its thera- 
peutic employment, to establish its merit as second to very few 
medicinal agents in the vegatable kingdom. 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract - - - Dose, i- to 2 Drams. 
Asclepin, - - - ** 1 to 5 grains. 

Pills, . - - - "1 gi^ains each. 

TINCTURE OF PLEURISY ROOT. 

Fluid Extract, .. - - - Four Ounces. 

Alcohol One Pint 

Dose — Three to five drams. 
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INFUSION OF PLEURISY HOOT. 

Fluid Extract, .... One Ounce. 

Water, One Pint. 

Dose — One to four ounces. 

COMPOUND SYTUP OF PLEURBSY KCOT. • 

Fluid Extract of Pleurisy Root, - Two Dran^. 
" " " Speannint, • - *' '' 

" " " Sumach, - ' - " '"' 

" " ** Baybery, - - One Dram. 

" '' Black Cohosh, - '' " 

*' Ginger, - - Half. " 
Syrup, ' . - - - Twenty-four Ounces. 
Dose — Two to four drams. 

SYRFP OF PLEURISY ROOT. 

Fluid Extract, • - - Four Ounces. 

Syrup, Twelve Ounces. 

Dose — Quarter to one Ounce. 

Asclepidin, Ten Grains. 

Dioscorein, '' ** 

Dose — Two to four Grains, * 

Beneficial in flatulency, borborygmi, and in casee of flatulent 
and bilious colic. 
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CHANCRES. 



i^Y A. C. IIAYNES, M. D., EVANSVILLE, IND. 



A great number of opinions have been advanced upon the plurality 
of Veneral diseases. Some Syphilographers, the Identists, following 
the errors of the doctors of the two last centuries, believe that the 
syphilitic infection can begin indefinitely by gonorrhoea, local chancre 
and constitutional chancre, primitive accident of Syphilis, The non- 
identists admit that gonorrhoea is never followed by coustitutional 
syphilis. They divide into two classes, Unicists and Dualist ; the former 
believe in the identic nature of the two chancres; whereas the latter be- 
lieve that the coustitucional chancre is always the first symptom of the 
pox, and that the local chancre on the other hand, has no connection 
with it, being an ulceration of a contagious nature existing from all an- 
tiquity, whereas syphilis is of modern origin. 
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A chancre is a sore, the result of a direct application of veneral 
virus. 

There are two separate and distinct chancres, called respectively, the 
Constitutional and the Local. By the Constitutional chancre we mean 
a sore that passes a virus which will inoi?ulate the human, but not the 
animal economy. By the Local chancre we mean absolutely a local 
lesion, having no connection whatever with syphilis. We use the terms 
constitutional and local because we think them more appropriate and 
less likely to confuse the mind of the young doctor, than the various 
appellations by which they are known, — such as infecting and non-in- 
fecting, hard and soft, &c. To say that both are infecting will not ad- 
mit of disputation, and we think that the local is more so than consti- 
tutional chancre, because it furnishes a greater abundance of secretion ^ 
the word infection or infecting is applied to diseases which arise from 
direct contact, such as ich, dec. We all know that the local as well as 
the constitutional chancre must arise from direct application. A simi- 
lar objection might be urged against the terms, hard and soft, for the 
local chancre has an inflammatory hardness and the constitutional chan- 
cre a specific hardness. 

The local chancre is generally accompained by one or two or three 
of its neighbors of like report, that is to say it is generally multiple^ 
and is nearly always associated with a bubo, the result of the lympha- 
tic vessels conveying or absorbing the virus, sometimes sympathetic, 
but most often virulent. According to the statistics of M. Pouche 
made from' the observation of ten thousand d Vhopital du Midi from 
1840 to 1852 we meet with the local chancre four times where we meet 

with the constitutional but one. He classes as follows : — 

Constitutional Chancre 1955 

Local Chancre 8045 



Total 10,000 

The constitutional chancre develops itself very slow and insiduously.. 
One of its principal characteristics is its not being painful and generally 
very small, perhaps about the size of the head of a pin. It sometimes 
happens that persons have this chancre and never know it, from the 
fact of its being small and painless. How often do we have patients- 
come to us with some disease of the skin which they wish us to cure 
and on being asked if they ever had a sore of any kind on the penis we- 
get an negative answer. But the physician who is well taught or skill, 
ed in the syphilides will never allow himself to be led astray by the- 
patient, for they, the syphilides, are most often easily recognized hav- 
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iDg a peculiar color resembling copper or better smoked or dried ham, 
and they never itch, under any circumstances. 

The first writers who turned their attention to syphilis, and among 
them wb find most prominent Alexander Benedictus and Marcellas 
Cumanu^*, did not blend the two chancres.; the confusion seems to have 
originated from the distempered minds of George Vella and Nicholas 
Mopa. About 1580 Ambrose Pare wrote that " if there is an ulcer of 
the penis and it becomes hard it is proof invariably that the patient has 
the pox." Ricord says that we may consider the induration as a secon- 
dary symptom, it is at least proof that the contagion has taken place. 

Will a constitutional chancre reproduce itself on the individual who- 
bears it or on a person who has the syphilis 1 In reply to this question 
M. Ricord says, " No ; the law is when a constitutional chancre is once 
developed another of the same nature cannot be produced on the same 
individual. It is the same as if he had constitutional syphilis — in fact 
we might consider the induration as a secondary symptom — it is at 
least a proof of the contagion having taken place. I have in some cases 

y inoculated a syphilitic person and produced on him a chancre, which 

chancre was not the true constitutional chancre. However, if a person 
in perfect health, at least free from constitutional syphilis, is inoculated 
from this chancre, he will have a true constitutional chancre. A person 
once having had a constitutional chancre which healed, there may be- 
left at the same time induration under the cicatrix, though it may 
^ scarcely be perceptible from , a close examination. This person may 
catch a local chancre on the cicatrix, and give to another person syphi- 
lis. The irritation of this local chancre may give to it the appearance 

V of a constitutional chancre, this is a chancre hose d^imprunt, (chancre 

mixt.") 

DIAGNOSTIC CHARACTERS OF THE TWO CHANCRES. 

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANCRE. 

1st. It has an incubation of about twenty-five days, 

2d. It comes first from the direct application of the virus of a con- 
stitutional chancre. Second from secondary accidents in a secreting 
form. Third, sometimes from the blood of a syphilitic perso:: in the- 
secondary period. 

3d. It occurs most oflen alone. 

4th. It will not inoculate itself on the individual who bears it, nor 
on a person who has the constitutional syphilis. 

6th. It does not begin with a vesico- pustule, but by a simple erosion, 
and sometimes by a papule. 
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Gth. Tne constitutional chancre presents itself under the form a 
superficial ulceration with edges inclined. This ulceration is covered 
in part by a false m em brauce, which resembles in a very marked degree 
the spawn of a frog. The borders are of a lively red, the form of the 
ulceration is generally regular ; it suppurates a little. 

7th. It is rarely painful. 

8th. It is accompained 99 times out of a hundred by an induration at 
the base ; elastic, chondroide induration, having no characters of inflam- 
matory induration. 

9th. The lymphatic ganglia in the neighborhood of the chancre be. 
come indurated and enlarged, hard and indolent, having tendency to 
suppurate. 

10th. The constitutional chancre produces but very little reaction, 
has a great tendency to heal ; it ulcerates but little and seldom ever 
takes on the gangrenous or phagedenic form ; it has a very regular 
march. 

11th. It is the first apparent manifestation of the syphilitic diathesis ; 
it is then, the sign of the general infection of the economy ; we some- 
times see the roseol, angine, &c., appear before its complete cicatriza- 
tion. 

12th. It belongs especially to the human family. 

LOCAL CHANCRE. 

1st. It has no incubation. 

2d. It comes from the contagion of a local chancre or a virulent 
bubo. 

3d. It is generally multiple. 

4th. It is inoculable, ad inji7iitum, to all individuals including the one 
who bears it. The pus from the suppurated bubo is inoculable only 
when it is virulent. 

5th. It begins with a vesico pustule. 

6th. Presents itself under the form of a deep ulceration ; the bottom 
is filled with a species of organic detritus mixed with pus. The bor- 
ders are, as if cut, perpendicularly, separated from the adjacent parts. 

7th. It is nearly always painful. 

8th. The local chancre is generally accompanied by inflammatory in- 
duration, but never by specific induration. 

9th. It is nearly always accompanied byj adenitis in a suppurating 
form and sometimes furnishing inoculable pus. 

10th. It is a very grave local lesion ; has a very strong tendency to 



Liatris. 

^ceration ; very irregular in Its inarch ; haa no tendency I 
-coBatitutional i^anore ; it sometimea takes on the pfaagede 
grenous forme. 

llth. It is purely a local accident ; has so oonneotion n 
cyphtlis. 

I2tli. Transmiasible to some animal species. 



. J. H. ooes, . 



There are several species of this pl.int, and masy medicic 
have been ascribed to them, as diuretic, astringent, tonic, si 
and emmenagogue, &c. Alexipharmic properties also have 1 
to it, and under this impression, one of the species has recei' 
of Kattle Snakes' n!aster, perhaps the Liatris Squarrosa. 

1 am not certain to which species the Southern plant belt 
cording to the description given in Prof. King's Dyspens: 
sume it belong to the Squarrosa. It is a perennial tuberoi 
a stem from two to four feet high ; the lower leaves fr 
twelve inches long, and from an inch to inch and a half 
and containing a ropy mucus, and the leaves are of a I 
«olor. The root is tuhurous and fleshy, and has a flat, bitt< 
what pungent taste, somewhat resembling Senega. It is k 
non-professional as Rattlesnakes' master, and believed to cui 

For a description, and general properties of the various 
reader is refered to King's Dyspensatory, and Jones & Se 
teria Medica. I wish to call the attention of the profeasio 
its properties, and that is, its speoitic action upon the 
uterine muscous membranes. As an expectorant, I thiok 
lur to senega, but as a remedy in Gleet, Gonorrhoea and '. 
I think it acts with the most certain promptitude. Its spec 
is to the mucous membranes, especially to that of the ure 
and uterus. 1 have recently tried it in vaginal Leucorrhcea 
arrested the disease promptly. I am now treating some cast 
«nt eromitritis, attended with a profuse Leucorrhceal dischai 
mucous membrance of the uterus, and they are improving t 
14 
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Some of these, have beeu treated by caustips to the cervical canal, in- 
jections up the vagina with astringents, and general constitutional rem- 
edies to improve the general health, but all failed to arrest the dis- 
charge, until I gave the fluid extract of the Liatris. I give it combined 
with such remedies as may be indicated in each individual case, I re- 
port this remedy that others may try it, and communicate the result in 
the Journal. Let us investigate its properties further. More anon. 
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METASTASIS OF CANCER FROM THE OS UTERI 

TO THE STOMACH, AND THENCEITO THE 

MAMMARY GLANDS. 



BY T. G. HORN, M. D., JUNCTION CITY, KANSAS. 



Mrs. A., a3t, 35, came to my office about the first of April, 1868^ 
complaining of a weak back, dragging weights in the lower portion of 
the abdomen, " wearing pain " in the stomach, and habitual constipation. 
Countenance dull; complection sallow; tongue coated with a light brown 
fur ; otherwise her general appearance was good. Upon close question- 
ing, 1 learned that she had painful menstruation, with a " yellow " dis- 
charge following each menstrual period, which she supposed to be 
*'• whites. " A vaginal examination disclosed a ragged ulcer situated 
upon the posterior portion of the os uteri, occupying a little more than 
one half of the external, and extending up to the internal os. Its dark 
purple color and nodulated form at once led me to believe it to be- 
cancer, and I placed her upon the following: 

B Ferri et quinia cit, 3 j. 

Rhei. ext., 3 jj. 

Nux Vom., gi'. L. 

M ft. pill, No. Lx. 

Sig. one, three times a day, immediately after eating. 

Vaginal injection of warm water at bed time each night. 

This treatment was kept up for some six weeks. At the end of that 
time she became so much better that I put her upon iod. pot. (10 gr. 
doses) and comp. syr. sarz. Every month the menstrual flow was ex- 
cessive for the first two days, then only a light " show, " lasting from 
six to ten days. On the first of March, 1869, 1 was hastily summoned 
to see her by her husband, who informed me that she was bleeding free- 
ly, and had fainted once from attempting to rise for the purpose of 
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taking a drink of water. 1 found her lying in a pool of blood, pale, /. ;.-;*i*| 

almost pulseless, and unable to rise. 1 at once used an injection of* the '* >3 

per, sul. ferri. dilut. The hemorrhage ceased. Ordered stimulants — \* iV^ 
beef tea, etc. In two hours I returned and found her much improved,.^ • 
but still very weak. In a few days she was up and around, as usual, ; 
at times complaining of *• weight " at the " pit " of the stomach. On 
the 2Gth she was taken with severe pain and nausea. I was called at 
11 p. M. Found her sitting bent over, her head resting on. her hands' / ' 
and knees. A. more pitiable object I never beheld. She described the, . 
pain as "tearing," "cramping," "twisting," etc., and at times would ~ 
scream and throw herself with violence on her face. Vomiting soon ] 
commenced, the ejecta were at first green, but suun became black 
Pieces of mucous membrane (seven in number), one inch square, some 
one and one-fourth inches, with quite a number of smaller patches, 
covered on the underside with pus, were thrown off. A large fly blister 
was placed over the stomach; gave sub. nit. bismuth in 10 gr. doses; 
sul. morphia one- fourth gr. The pain subsided in about two hours. 
Vomiting continued at intervals of twenty minutes. Carbolic acid and . 
glycerine was then ordered every hour. Vomiting ceased after the second 
dose. Pain returned. Fly plaster removed (a good blister) and mor- 
phia applied to the blistered surface, and soon my patient became quiet 
and slept. At 9 a. m. I returned, taking with me my valuable friend 
and partner, D. C. Jones, M. D., who examined the ejected fluid and . 
patches. Agreed with me at once in diagnosis and treatment. The 
carb. acid and glycerine was continued internally, and morphine^ ex- 
ternally, giving nourishments entering by the rectum. She improve^! 
so rapidly that in ten days we allowed her some broth, oyster soup, etc, ? 
and in three days more she was sitting up and could take a cup of coffee,^ ^ 
milk toast, and a little solid food without any bad symptoms or distress. 
On the first of April she was discharged, feeling well. On the 17th 
she came to the office. The left mammary gland »much swollen, hard 
and pointing, just below the nipple. Ordered linum poultice, promis- 
ing to call next day and open it. Did so, and had quite a hemorrhage 
and but little pus. Injected the per. sul. ferri. dilute to check the bleed- 
ing, and called. in the evening, and was surprised to find the gland less in^ 
flamed, no pain, and somewhat relaxed. Put her again on the iod. pot., 
and syr. sarz., comp. as before, and to-day (May 10th) we examined 
the breast, and no sign of the former trouble exists. Perhaps I have 
been more minute in reporting the case than I should have been, but 
this being the second case where I used the sol. of per. sulphate, in 
scirrhus tumors situated in the mammary glands, on account of hem- 
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orrhage followiDg the. bistoury, and the supply was out off and the, 
disease disappeared, and as yet no return is manifested. 

I would be glad to hear from others through your valuable journal, 
if there has been any, who were compelled to resort to this remedy 
(as in the above cases) and the result. — Leavenworth Medical Herald, 
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ASCITES : FAILURE OF PIURETIOS AND, PUB- 
GATIVES : RECOVERY UNDER TONICS. 



By C. M. Durrani, M. D., Physician to East Suffolk and 

Ipswich Hospital. 



A young woman, aged 24, was admitted into the Ipswich Hospital 
in the spring of the present year. She stated that she had suffered for 
some weeks from pain and tenderness of the body, which was followed 
by gradually increasing swelling of the entire abdomen. On removing 
her dress, the body was found enormously distended, much larger than 
obtains at the period just before delivery. Fluctuation was distinct 
over every part, and there was no tympanitic resonance. There was 
slight tenderness in the right hy poohondrium, but firm and deep pressure 
over the other parts of the abdomen caused no complaints. She looked 
thin, but her tongue was fairly clean ; appetite good ; bc»we]s regular ; 
catamenia normal. 

* The commencing treatment was very active. The abdomen was 
blistered, and subsequently repeatedly painted with iodine solution. 
Diuretics, including digitalis with calomel and squills, even to the ex- 
tent of producing slight ptyalism, were had recourse to ; at the same 
time watery evacuations were ensured by the steady administration of 
elaterium, sulphate of magnesia, etc. This treatment signally failed ; a 
large quantity of water was daily removed, but it as steadily re- 
accumulated. The question of tapping now became a prominent one ; 
and more than one surgeon who saw the case, deemed it the only availa- 
ble remedy. Pain and fever being still absent. 1 confess that I was un- 
willing to adopt this more formidable measure, and resolved on trying 
the effect of steel in large doses. The tincture of the per-chloride of 
iron was now given three times daily, in doses of twenty minims, with 
ood-liver-oil and full diet and wine. From the commencement of this 
treatment, the dropsy gradually but steadily subsided. On admeasure- 
ment, the abdomen diminished from four to six inches weekly in size; 






.> 



X 



Garbolic Acid in Oonorrhceal (hfijuctiviii$. 218 

and, without further varying the treatment, she left the hospital quite 
recovered. 

As the treatment of abdominal dropsy by tonics has been lately 
imder discussion, I have thought that a detail of the above well marked 
case might prove interesting. At all events it shows that, when the 
venous system is unduly and persistently distended, mere evacuent 
treatment will be insufficient without increasing the vaso-motor nerve- 
power, and the circulation a tergo, by tonics and stimulants. — British 
Medical Journah — California Medical Gazette 
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CARBOLIC ACID IN CONORRHGEAL CON- 

JUCTIVITIS. 



BY JOS. G. ROGERS, M. D., MADISON, INDIANA. 



I. B , aged twen ty- fi ve ; healthy, generally; presented himselt 

with gonorrhoeal conjunctivitis in severe form, with chemosis, great 
swelling of lids, profuse purulent discharge, photophobia, &c. — of sev- 
eral days' standing — gave this prescription : — 
IJ Acid, carbolic, (Calverts), gr, i. 

Atropiee sulphatis, gr. s^. 

Zinci solphatis, gr. ii. 

Aquae destil, 3 i. 
M. Signa. Drop in eye every two hours, and apply constantly with 
moist compresses externally. 

The patient was directed to return the next day, but not appearing, 
on the third, I went in search of him. Found him in a dirty, darkroom, 
in a poverty stricken neighborhood, with every circumstance around 
him of a sort to prevent success in treatment. Among the most potent 
for ill was a female circumstance, with the same disease, affecting other 
organs as well as the eyes — she was his nurse. It was with much mis- 
givings that I removed the compresses, and was agreeably surprised to 
see a marked improvement. His eyes presented the appearance of a 
mild form of simple conjunctivitis; there was no purulent discharge, 
no photophobia, no swelling ; the conjunctiva simply appeared slightly 
congested. I remarked, also, that there was scarcely any dilatation of 
the pupils, and but little effect; on the accommodation. This fact well 
illustrates the law that congestion 'greatly diminishes the absorbing 
powers of mucous membranes. The treatment was continued, and a 
week sufficed for a complete cure. 
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This treatment was alopted on theoretical considerations. Its results 
as compared with that by powerful astringents, considering, also, that 
.t is almost painless, are certainly sufficiently satisfactory to recommend it. 
This case was treated in 1867. Since that time I have proved its uniform 
efficacy in numerous cases, and have adopted it as preferable to all 
others in this affection. Within the last year, the excellent effect of 
carbolic acid, even in the simple non-specific forms of conjunctivitis, has 
been publicly noted in certain foreign journals. Dr. E. L. Holmes, of 
Chicago, in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, for Ocotob er, 
1868, also gives his dictum in favor of this agent in all forms of con- 
junctivitis, both specific and simple, and especially * refers to its influ- 
ence in checking the purulent discharge. 
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TREATMENT OF V4GINISMUS. 



Of more than ICO cases of vaginismus that have fallen under the 
observation of Scanzoni {Detroit Review of Medicine), he has been com- 
pletely successful in the treatment of all to which he was able to give 
his personal attention, without in a single case having recourse to the 
knife. The first condition of success is complete sexual abstinence ; 
for the first three or four days a tepid sitz bath should be used night 
and morning ; warm local bathing with aq. Goulardi, or the same ap- 
plied with lint,^ several times a day. Defecation must be regulated, 
and friction from motion carefully avoided. After n few days the 
sensibility of the parts will be so much allayed that a solution of arg. 
nitrati x.-xx. grs. to § j. may be applied with a brush. After about 
eight days' continuance of this treatment, vaginal suppositories of ext. 
belladonna and cocoa butter may be placed behind the hymen and in 
contact with it, daily. These remedies, either alternately or sim- 
ultaneously, must be continued until every trace of inflammation has 
disappeared, and the normal sensibility is restored. Generally two or 
/three weeks will be required to attain these objects. Then dilatation 
must be commenced, but for this purpose sponge tents are useless. A 
graduated series of milk-glass conical specula are best adapted to this 
object. After the first slightly painful attempt, the patient will general- 
ly be able to introduce it with facility, and it may be allowed to re- 
main from one-half to one hour. Even when the hymen remains it 
will not be necessary to incise it, as dilatation can be effected without 
recourse to that measure. At first the dilator may be used every two 



Monthly 

or three dajrs, then every day, or twice a day, , 
gradually increasing the size of the dilator unti 
been attained. Sitz bath, belladonna, and pet 
silver may be required from time to time, and 1 
pleted in from six to eight weeks. — i/erf. Rfco 
Medical Be view. 
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Therapeutics and Materia I 

Tbbatueht op Cobkb. — In the treatment of th 
Dr. E. Wilson says: " That toremove the cauat 
medicine; but the removal of the cauae is not al 
we must study how we can beat afford relief to i 
ordera. The laminated com, or callus, produced 
and increased formation of epidermis, may be s 
by -soaking in warm water, by the application o 
tice, and, being softened, the thick cuticle may 1: 
with a blunt knife, or the albuminous epidermis 
an alkaline solution with moderate friction, W 
been reduced aui^ciently, it may be kept down 
soap. The soft corn requires removal with the 
erate size, a single pinch with a pair of pointed 
removal, while the hard callus will require pi 
point of not too sharp a knife. The eye of th 
made visible by rubbing the part with eau de-co! 
and any remains of the core may be detected ir 
or after the operation. After the operation, the 
with a piece of soft plaster for a day or two, an 
of buff leather or amadou subsequently worn to 
the centre of the growth. The removal of a cor 
ably aided by the use of the compound tincture 
swelling. When the corn is painful, this applic 
bility, and renders the corn dry and pliable, ai 
means of a file. Soap and water, so useful to t 
are especially serviceable to feet afflicted with t 
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when they are soft corns. Daily washing with soap^ and the subsequent 
interposition of a {uece of cotton wool between the toes, may be con- 
sidered as a cure for soft corns. In these cases the skin may be harden- 
ed by sponging with spirits of camphor after the washing. The critton 
wool should be removed at night, and this is a good time for the use oi 
the camphorated spirit. — Richmond and Louisville Medical Journal, 



Epilepsy from Dental Irritation. — " Dr. Nathaniel Field, of Jef^ 
fersonville, Ind. {The Western Journal of Medicine) ^^XaIqs that some 
years ago a small boy about five years of age, living in his town, while 
in apparently good health, was suddenly attacked with an epileptic fit, 
from which he soon recovered. The parents were much surprised at 
the occurrence, and were unable to account for it. About two weeks 
afterwards he had another strong convulsion, lasting several minut^; 
but it passed off without any constitutional disturbance. No cause for 
the attack was detected by him or other practitioners. In a day or two 
the fits returned, and were repeated at short intervals for about ten days, 
during which time he is confident he must have had a thousand. Every 
resource in his power was exhausted to relieve him, and three eminent 
medical professors examined the child from the crown of his head to the 
soles of his feet, but no local irritation was detected. After carefully 
watching the commencement of the paroxysms, he observed that the 
muscles of the left side of the face invariably began to twitch on the re- 
currence of a fit. After a convulsion had passed off, and while in a 
state of unconsciousness, he raised the upper lip as high as possible, and 
lo ! and behold ! the corona of the second canine tooth, instead of having 
caused by its pressure the absorption of the root of the deciduous tooth, 
had passed behind it and forced it through the alveolus and gum and 
into the lip. The gum was slit vertically and the old tooth removed. 
In less than an hour the convulsions began to subside, and before day 
they were entirely gone, and never appeared again." — {The Medical 
Record,) — Dental Cosmos, 

Treatment of Scarlet Fever. — Dr. Charles T. Thompson reports. 
Lancet^ his manner of treatment in scarlet fever as follows : The patient 
is immersed in a warm bath in the early stage of the disease, and this 
is repeated frequently, or as often as the strength of the patient will al- 
low. The first effect is to produce a soothing and refreshing feeling in 
the patient, to be followed soon by such an eruption on the surface, of 
so vivid a color, and in such amount, as would astonish those who have 
never witnessed it. Thus one of the greatest dangers of this fearful 
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Practical Notes. 

■ion of the eruption — ii escaped. 
^Uy returns after the first or second bi 
nt is kept up by nutritous fnod. The hi 
the disease, by removing the excreta fi 
>09ited. This treatment promotes ci 

)e gently dried by soft linen cloths &tu 
the various secretions are deprived of i 
rritation of internal organs is quickly r 
Another benefit is that a very serious 
le, snd the patient recovers in less t) 
Dr. Thompson has pursued this prac 
—he has never lost a patient fram scar 

Dektal Irritatios. — The Medical Ti; 
a late meeting of the Academy, M. 
ge practice in Paris, drew attention to i 
;cutive to diseases of the teeth, -and ihi 
' )>elieviDg that the connection subsist: 
lired eyesight and bad teeth is of far m 
ipposed, and well worthy of the atte 
listurfeances of vision, he observes, on 
less of sight, but may go on to its co 
dilatation of the pupi), without eppa: 
ises, the defective sight is brought about 
of the eye, caused by paralysis or re 
3r nerves. Young persons are those chi 
er jaw, especially the molars, are almo 
liaturbances, which disappear with ren 
I are extracted. — DenUd Cosmos. 
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M. r. Pulv. S. Every ^-^ hour one powder. 



IN METRORRHAGIA OPASTICA. 

5 Elix. Vitr § ss 

Tinct. Caftor 3 iii 

■ Fluid Extr Vibumi | 1 

M. S. 30 drops. 

IN PASSIVE METRORRHAGIA. 

gt Aq. Menth piper 

" Meliss aa | iii 

Fluid Extr. Cinnamoni | ss 

Cre. Tartar 3 1 

Syr. Cinnamomi § 1 

M. S. Every ^ hour two tablespoonsful. 

IJ Pulv. Ferri redact 3 1 

Pulv Cinnaniom 3 I 

Sach alb. 3 jj 

M. S. pulv. D. D. One teaspoonful every hour. 

IJ Aq. Menth. pip 3. ii 

Fluid Extra. Cinnamom | 1 

Pulv Alum 3 1 

Syr. Papap 3 1 

M. S. Every hour one tablespoonful. 

5 Fluid Extr. Ergot 3 1 

Aq. Cinnamom § iv 

Gr. Cinnamom 3 1 

M. S. Every 1-2 hour one tablespoonful. 

IN HiEMORRHOTDS. 

Jjc, Podophy Hi gr. ss 

Aloes : gr. 1 

Sapo q s 

M. F. Pil. D. S. One pill every night. 

IJ Roehelle Salt. | 1 

Aq. Meliss 3 ii 

Fluid Extr.Rhei f 1 

Simpl. Syr § ss 

M. S. Teaspoonful till it operates. 
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June 20tb9 Prof. Htppolitb Etiennb Dussacce, died at his residence 
in this place, after an illness that, but a few hours before its fatal ter- 
mination, had presented no alarming symptoms, seeming to require 
medical aid. For several days antecedent he had been slightly indis- 
posed, not sufficiently, however, to interrupt his usual duties in the Lab- 
oratory under his charge, or to cause any feeling of apprehension on the 
part of his family or friends. On Sunday morning there became mani- 
fest evidence of serious internal hemorrhage, which it was found im- 
possible to check, and death quickly supervened. 

" Pr- f. Dussauce was born in the city of Paris, Qimrtier Latin, on 
Christmas Day, 1829, and consequently had not yet completed his 
fortieti year. In early life he evinced a decided taste for scientific 
pursuits — the study of Chemistry claiming his particular attention. 
Under the tutorship of the celebrated Chevreul he made such progress 
and acquired such reputation as procured his appointment to the Chair 
of Industrial Chemistry in the famous Bcole Poly technique^ shortly 
after he attained his majority — in itself, a distinguished compliment. 
Devoting his efforts especially to the practical application of the prin- 
ciples and laws of Chemistry, to the Arts and Manufactures, and with 
remarkable success, he was soon after appointed Consulting Chemist in 
several of the most important Government Laboratories and Factories, 
in all of which positions he acquitted himself with distinguished 
ability, and acquired a lofty professional reputation. About sixteen 
years since, being seized with a desire to travel, he resigned his Professor- 
ship, and after spending a year or two in the principal cities of England 
and Scotland, he arrived in the city of New York, coming thence to this 
place, where the remaining years of his life have been passed in charge 
of the Chemical Laboratory, which owes its deservedly high rank, in 
great degree, to his skillful and well-directed labors. It was here that 
he first turned his attention to Pharmacy in its intimate relations with 
his favorite Science — by judicious experiment and combinations, adding 
constantly to the list of improved remedial agents, by use of which the 
physician is enabled to alleviate the physical v/oes of suffering humanity. 
His success in this field of labor has been such as to entitle him to the 
lasting remembrance and gratitude of the votaries of the healing art. 

" It was not alone, however, as a manipulator that our lamented 
friend had acquired an enviable fame. Uniting with profound scientific 
attainments, a high degree of literary culture, he has contributed from 
the wealth of his information and experience, several works of rare ex- 
cellence, invaluable in the professional library as text books and guides • 
For a long period, as editor of the Journal of Applied Chemistry, a 
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periodical of acknowledged merit, the regular contributions from his pen 
prove iocontestably his claim to high consideration in the world of 
letters, and associa^ his name inseparably with the progress ot the 
science to which he devoted a lifetime. 

^' But it is not the savan, author, scholar, whose loss is most deeply <^ 
felt in this coqimunity. .The man in his social relations takes precedence 
of all these, when the chill hand of death is extended to grasp his 
victim. Here words of praise seem almost mockery— eulogy, a need- 
less waste of words. As a tender, affectionate, provident husband — ^a 
kind indulgent father, he is ever enshrined in the hearts of those whom 
his death affects most nearly. As the warmhearted, generous friend, 
whose kindly genial nature made him the favorite of all — as the court- 
eous, Jiigh bred gentleman, whose every action proved him to be govern- 
ed in all hii relations with society, by that chivalric sense of honor, in- 
comprehensible to minds of meaner mould — ever prompt to assist the 
needy and distressed, in obedience to the dictates of a broad, catholic, 
large-minded philanthropy — as an active, useful, public spirited citizen, 
his name will long be remembered in the beautiful valley, in whose un- 
pretending Cemetery on the Hillside he now ' sleeps the sleep that 
knows no waking.' The seasons mti,y come and go, yet will that mound 
be ever sacred ; whether as now, clad in its robe of vernal beauty, with 
tiny warblers of the forest chanting his lullaby — or covered by frosts 
and snow of winter, while fierce winds moan sorrowfully his re- 
quiem [*' M. 

Prof. Dussauce was author of several very valuable works. He 
had just completed a treatise on the manufacture of soaps. Mr. H. 
Li C. Baird, Industrial Publisher, Philadelphia, sends us the following ap- 

preciative tribute which he has prepared for insertion in this work : 

" It now becomes my sad duty to announce the death of my esteemed 
friend and efficient co worker in the cause of industrial knowledge. 
Professor H. E. Dussauce who had corrected and returned to me the 
final proofs of this volume on Saturday last, when on the following 
day, Sunday, June 20th, he was suddenly cut off, in the midst of emi- 
nent usefulness. 

"A Frenchman, thoroughly educated in the science and practice of 
chemistry, under the great Chbvreul, he had, prior to coming to the 
United States, filled several important scientific positions under the 
government of his native country. He had resided in this country for 
a number of years prior to his death, and at that time held a responsible 
place in the laboratory of Messrs. Tilden and Co., manufacturing 
chemists, New Lebanon, N. Y. 
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'^ My own accjuaintance with him commenced early in the year 1863^ 
since which time we had been on terms of intimacy and friendship, and 
I had always found him courteous, kind, and gentlemanly in a high 
degree. He was a man of ability and intelligence, and had acquired a 
vast fund of knowledge, and I have never known any one who had less 
fear of hard and constant work than my departed friend. To me his 
death is a severe blow, as well, inasmuch as it rudely sunders ties or 
friendship and high regard, as because it breajvs up important literary 
and busir.ess relations. To his family the loss is irreparable. 



ALDEN MARCH, M. D., 



Died Thursday evening, June 17, at three o'clock, at the residence of 
his son-in-law, David I. Boyd, No. 2, Park Place, Albany, N. Y. 

In the recent death of Dr. Alden March, the Medical Profession has 
lost one of its most able members,; and from the horzion of Medical 
Science, has been removed one of her most brilliant constellations. Dr. 
March was no ordinary man. In him was combined a happy union of 
mental and social elements admirably adapted to fit him for the many 
high and responsible positions bestowed upon him by his brethren in the- 
profession, and more especially to qualify him as a popular and success- 
ful lecturer and operator in that department of his profession to which 
he had devoted all the energy of his youth and riper years. By his self- 
sacrificing zeal to his profession, he established a reputation in this 
country and in Europe, that will continue to be quoted as authority in 
many instances relating to Surgery as long as the page of historic medi- 
cine shall be studied. • Indomitable will, perseverance, and enthusiasm 
have characterized his entire professional life, and his bold and inde- 
pendent habits of thought and action were always conspicuous. Though 
Dr. March is dead his honor and surgical renown can never die. They 
are embalmed in a Pyramid of facts that will endure long after the 
most magnificent sepulchral structures art and science can devise 
shall have crumbled to dust. His biography will doubtless, soon appear 
in print, but to do justice to the individual character, and the essentia 
elements of success in the reputation of Dr. March, the author should 
be well acquainted with his early life, the obstacles encountered, the 
triumphed achieved, as well as with him in the lecture room, and the 
years of arduous and successful practice of Surgery. 

The whole country will mourn the loss of Dr. March, and pay fitting 
tribute to his memory. 

No more perfect model of a medical man, the student can find to 
copy. 
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in 1820 he took up his residence in Albany, and immediately com- 
menced the practice of his profession. Conceniing his enterprise^ 
activity, and professional career, we extract the following succinct 
account from The Morning Express of June 18. As . early as 
1821 he began a course of lectures on Anatomy in an ancient garret 
on Montgomery street. His first class numbered fourteen. In those 
days it was unsafe to procure anatomical material in this city. The 
young lecturer was thus compelled to make the over-land journey to 
Boston with horse an<J wagon, but there was no obstacle which his un- - 
flagging zeal and perseverance could not over-come, and his lectures re- 
gularly continued. In 1825 he was appointed Profes^sor of Anatomy 
and Physiology in the Academy of Medicine at Castleton, Vermont. 
That position he held for ten years, delivering his lectures in the au- 
tumn, and still continuing his practice and private lectures in this city. 

In 1831 Dr. Armsby became a student of Dr. March, and ever since 
they have held the most intimate relations. The project of a Medical 
College was prosecuted with renewed vigor, the enthusiastic earnest- 
ness and untiring efforts of the younger of the professional brothers 
ably seconding the labors of the elder. At length the College was 
chartered, under the Presidency of Dr. March, and the inaugural lec- 
ture was given on the 3d of January, 1839. But a Hospital was also 
to be called into being. As early as 1829, Dr. March had delivered a 
public lecture on the importance of such an institution. In this idea^ 
also, he had the zealous and effective co- operation of Dr. Armsby, and 
in 1849 the Hospital was incorporated. The regard which Dr. March 
cherished for these institutions was shown not only by his long and 
faithful service to both, but by the liberal donation to each. Over the 
College he has presided for thirty years, and more than three thousand 
students, have sat under his instructions. 

As a surgeon Dr. March stood in the front rank. His fame not only 
filled his own land but extended to medical circles throughout Europe. 
Indeed, competent authorities assert that he was unqnestionably the 
foremost Surgeon of the world. When Dr. Brainard, himself an emin- 
ent lecturer, returned from Europe, he expressed the general judgment 
in his exclamation, " Dr. March is ahead of them all." He had rare 
qualifications for the work. His extraordinary nerve fitted him to meet 
the most appalling difficulties and carried him undaunted through the 
most trying ordeals. His grace, too, was as marvelous as his power.. 
D. Howard Townsend, whose fine and delicate sense of artistic beauty was 
unexcelled, often expressed his great admiration of the unrivalled style, 
so to speak; in which Dr. March operated. Every movement was the 
embodiment of grace and revealed the hands of the master. To these 
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natural endowments ot inflexible firmness^ of intuitive perceptions, of 
swift decision and fine symmetry of motion, he united the rarest ac. 
quisitions<of science. With a native taste for anatomy, he knew its 
most recondite secrets. His alert and penetrating mind gra&ped every- 
thing within its wide realm. He originated the valuable system of 
diniques which has since been adopted in all our medicfal institutions, 
and his name is honorably identified with other iifhprovements in the 
science and in the art of instruction. As a lecturer and demonstrator 
he was unsurprssed, while as a sure, dexterous and consummate opera- 
tor, he stood by common consent at the head, i 

In private life Dr. March was greatly And justly esteemed. By his 
family and frieii^s he was deeply beloved. By the community he was 
profoundly respected. He was a citizen of public spirit, and, above 
all, a Christian of exemplary life. His simple virtues blended beauti- 
fully with his unostentatious greatness, and cast a benign influence upon 
every circle in which he moved. His death is a signal loss not only to 
the friends whom he constantly cheered by his example, not only to the 
city which he has adorned and assisted with such enduring instititu- 
tions, but to the entire country which recognized and was proud of his 
fame. 

There is, indeed, something which impresses itself with peculiar force 
when the good physician dies. To hundreds he has been the minister 
of life. They come to regard him as the combattant of death, and 
when the skillful arm which has shielded them is itself struck with the 
mortal paralysis, they feel the shock with a keener sensitiveness. And 
that was a touching scene when those who had been the co-laborers of 
Dr. March came to bid farewell to the d^ing physician. Many of them 
were his pnpils in years gone by, and had drawn from the ample stores 
of his knowledge useful and lasting lessons. Otheis, forming his ac- 
quaintance later in life, had learned to admire him for his superior skill 
and to love him for his Kindly heart. On all rested the shadow of a 
deep grief. He whose well- trained eye was so quick to detect the ap- 
proach of danger and whose hand was so potent to save, lay himself 
within the portals of death's door. Mournfully they bade him farewell, 
speaking as to one starting on a long journey — while his words to them 
were calm as became a thoughtful man — hopeful as befitted a devout 
Christian. And so in the repose of serene peace he laid aside his armor ! 
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Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their Naines^ Town, 
County and State We are frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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MATERIA MEDIOA, PHABMAOY AND OHEMI 

ToLVniJ AUGUST, 1869. 

Kommnnicalittns . 

CTPRIPEDIUM PUBESCENS. 

( Yello"! Ladies' Slipper). 
BY JOSEPH BATKS, M. If. 

Lindlcy and Jessieu place tbis genua in the nat 
Orchidesc. 

In the artificial, or sexual system, its organs of fructi: 
title it to rank in class Gynandria, and order Diandria. 

Habitat. — North America. — Many .specieg of this 
indigenous in both hemispheres. 

Popular Name. — Its common name is yellow ladies 

(Sexeric Charactes. — Calyx colored, 4sepaJled, ; 
corol none ; (by some the calyx is called a corol) ; neci 
hollow, inflated ; style with a terminal lobe, and pet 
pendage on. the upper side. Stamens with short filament 
on the pistil, style very short, growing to the upper lip < 
15 
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tary. Stigma obscure ; capsule obovate, obtusely three-cornered, 
with three sutures, three valved, one celled ; seeds many and 
small. 

Specific Character. — Color of the flower yellow ; season of 
flowermg, May and June. Eoot, perennial ; stem leafy ; lobe of 
the style triangular-oblong, obtuse ; outer petals oblong ovate, ob- 
tuse, acuminate ; inner ones very long, linear, contorted ; lip com- 
pressed, shorter than the petals. It grows to the height of from 
12 to 18 inches. 

Part Used. — Eoot 

Medical Properties. — Horatio C. Wood, Jr., M. D., author 
of an abridgment of Pereira's Elements of Materia Medica, ob- 
serves : — " This root is said to be a nervous stimulant and nar- 
cotic." 

Dr. King ascribes to it, tonic, stimulant, diaphoretic, and anti- 
spasmodic properties. 

, Prof. Paine says that the crude root has long been used as 
tonic, antispasmodic, nervine, diaphoretic, and stimulent 

A writer for the New York Eclectic Medicol and Surgical Jour- 
nal, of September, 1850, says : — " Cypripedin, is the name I give 
to the resinoid principle of the Cypripedium, or Ladies' Slipper. It 
is in form of a dark extract of apilular consistence, possessing a 
smell much analagous to good Kussian Castor, and I anticipate 
that as an anti-spasmodic and nervine it may be found more than a 
substitute for that costly drug," 

History. — Cypripedium comes from the Greek Icupris^ Venus, 
^tA podion, slipper, from the form of the nectary. 

An infusion of the root has long been used as a domestic remedy 
for the alleviation of a variety of nervous complaints. 

The Eclectic physicians use it somewhat extensively in their 
practice, as a nervine and antispasmodic. Botanic physicians have 
highly lauded its virtues in the treatment of a variety of diseasea 
Dr. E. P. Stevens considered it quite equal to valerian. Dr. Ives 
is mentioned, as having employed this agent in a variety of ner- 
vous diseases. It is said often to be more beneficial upon the ner- 
vous system than hyoscyamus, strychnine and other narcotics, pro- 
ducing relief in cases where they fail. 

Employment. — Epilepsy. — This disease has furnished themes 
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of this remedy as useful in this disease. 

Spermatorrhcea, — Cypripedin has been employed in the treat- 
ment of spermatorrhoea with favorable results. Dr. Paine ob- 
serves that in a case of spermatorrhoea, accompanied with great 
nervous prostration and dejection of spirits, he administered one 
grain of cypripedin every two hours, for ten or twelve consecu- 
tive days, with the most happy eiFects, as it not only removed the 
mental despondency, but seemed to impart new tone and vigor to 
the nervous system. 

It will be found useful, in this affection, to combine the cypri- 
pedin with belladonna, camphor or digitalis. 

Neuralgia. — Prof. Horatio C. Wood, in his abridgment of 
Pereira's Elements of Materia Medica, p. 872, says : — Cypripedium 
has been exhibited with asserted advantage in neuralgia, hypo- 
chondriasis, and allied nervous diseases." 

Dr. King observes : — The following preparation has been used 
in sick or nervous headache, not dependent on acid stomach, in 
several hundred cases, by various practitioners. Take of nepeta 
cataria, Scutellaria lateriflora, and cypripedium pubescens in pow- 
der, of each, half an ounce — pour on a pint of boiling water, and 
infuse for fifteen or twenty minutes ; dose, one fiuidounce of the 
warm infusion ; after which, half a fiuidounce, every half hour, 
for three or four hours, or until the headache ceases. 

Used thus, during three or four attacks of headache, it has, as 
far as I am informed, invariably effected permanent cures of this 
distressing complaint" 

Belladonna and iron, if judiciously administered, will cure most 
cases of neuralgia, but by adding to them cypripedium. less of the 
belladonna will be required to effect this object. 

Typhus and Typhoid Fevers. — Prof Paine observes, that 
in typhus and typhoid fevers, where the cerebro spinal forces have 
become exhausted, as indicated by typhomania and general pros- 
.tration, he has found one-half to one grain of the concentrated pre- 
paration, administered every one or two hours, to be followed by an 
immediate mitigation of the symptoms, and a permanent improve- 
ment of the patient Given in conjunction with hyoscyamua, 
, lupulin or lactuca sativa, it will in most instances, be found effi- 
dent in allaying the morbid irritation and irritabiHty so common 
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ers. When tonics are indicated, it operate 
le. If diarrhoea supervene, thia agent given 
tannin, hamamelis virginiea, or ostrya vir 
: service. 

lA. — Those who have treated this malady w 
c favorably of its use. 

ne, who appears to have employed this f^en 
1 a variety of diseases, remarks : — " In cases 
er disordered conditions of the stomach a 
ifFeetion is the result of overmsntal exertio 
e or two grains, taken four or five times t 
i relief." 

i found serviceable in obstinate cases, to assi 
, hyoscyamus, or pepsine. When this mal 
I deficient secretion of gastric juice. Dr. "W 
3ems to be especially indicated,'" Dr. Ballan: 
, remarks that it is especially useful m gast; 
ving tlie use of animal food, 
ler states :■ — " It often enables a patient w! 
tempt it, and could not do so without suffer 
th impunnity. The first dose usually in 
Q effect, and, after t*o or three more, no furt 
eived. Even the severest cases oigastralgia 
■acle, relieved by its use." 
iRHCEA. — The management of this affection, 
lies, should be based upon the pathologies 
ns, upon which the function of menstruatic 
associated or complicated with other disej 
treatment very different, from amenorrhcea 

ine undoubtedly understood this subject, w 
In a case of amenorrhcea, connected wil 

)us debility, and mental despondency, I eff( 
about twenty days, .by giving one grain 

jne of iron per hydrogen, every three hours 
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P OF LADI] 

ljain& 

COMPOUND PILJ^ OF 
Solid Extract of Ladies' Slij 
" " Hops 

'■ " Leituce 

Make into sixty pills. Dose- — C 
COMPOUND MIXTURE O 
Fluid Extract of Ladies' Sli 
" " Plurisy Ro 

" " Skunk Cal: 

*' " Scullcap 

D09E, — Half to one dram three I 
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ibiihy or excitability of the nervous sjstem, to re- 
i to produce sleep in restlefs, waking or excited 

y ladies' slipper, catnip and scuu-cap. 
:traet of Ladies' Slipper Half ounce. 

" Catnip " 

" ScuUcap " 

One pint 
nd-a-liolf to three drams, 

s headache, not dependent on acid stomach. 



' A CLINICAL LECTURE ON AMEN- 
iOEA AT ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 



, PROFESSOR OF OBSTBTRICa AND DISBABES OF WOUAH 
L COLLICB. REPORTED BY K. C. I1DR8T. 



1 your visit to the female ward^ to-day, it will not 'be 
w many oases of disease 1 can sliow you: but rather 
Tie, regardless of the numerical array of patients, in 
I each case before us, by analyziog wiih rigid scrutiny 
ogy and symtoinatology of each, that we may in the 
e sure of correctness in our diagnosis, before we can 
lything lilie rational therapeutics. 
which I desire to call your attention is amenorrhosa. 
ply means the absence of menstruation, and may ex- 
; circumstitnces. lat. The menses may not have made 
normally, for a considerable length of time after the 
Joped, and the girl to all appearances has become a 
ay be termed " emansio mensium." 
ig been regular for some time, the menses nuky dia- 
)presaed; this suppression may be brought about 
ay have diminished gradually for several consecutive 
lly it ceases entirely. This form is called " suppressio 

or pathological conditions productive of amenorrhcea 
most oommon are the following; Absence of the 
or both ; oongenital malformations of the generative 
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organs ; atrophy, or almost any disease of the uterus or ovaries, whether 
acute or chronic. Almost apy disease of the vil'al organs may cause 
amenorrhoea through " eccentric or reflex action." 

As illustrative of the two forms of amenorrhoea, your attention is 
directed to the following cases : 

Miss B. H., Sit. 16 — Has the physique of a girl who has already at- 
tained the age of puberty. The limbs are well rounded, and as far lis 
we are able to judge, the period of womanhood has arrived, when we 
•expect the establishment, and due performance of all the functions 
peculiar to her sex ; yet we find that she is a sufferer in no small degree ; 
she has no sign of tubercule, nor i.ould she in reality be called anamic ; 
she has suffered periodically for more than a year. Complains of 
nausea, severe headache, erythematous swelling of the forehead and 
cheeks flushed face intense pain in the loins, hips and extending down 
the thighs, with many of those severer premonitory symptoms, which 
in some woman always precede menstruation ; but upi>n inquiry we 
learn that that function has not been established, neither do we discover 
any enlargement of the abdomen, or from any other signs, that the 
function has been performed, and a retention of the menstrual fluid, as 
might be the case were th re imperforate hymen, occlusion of the vag- 
ina, or certain abnormal conditions of the cervix uteri ; but from tlie 
peculiar flush of the face, the erythematous condition of the cheeks and 
forehead, and occasional epistaxis, it is evident that nature is endeavoring 
to establish the menstrual function, and with all these facts we may 
diagnosticate this as a case of " emmsio mensium." * * * * 

Miss M. v., German, jet. 22 — Menstruated regularly, until about 
fourteen months ago, while crossing the ocean, her menses ceased, and 
since that time have not made their appearance. When she entered the 
hospital she had severe gastric pain, nausea, flushed face, headache, pain 
in the lower portion of the abdomen, in back and loins. These severe 
symptoms were not always present, but occurred periodically every 
four weeks. Another important fact is, that when these severe parox- 
ysms occurred with the flushed face, the blood oozed from the distended- 
capillaries on the forehead and cheeks. Careful examination has proven 
the non-existence of pregnancy. 

Amenorrhoea is frequently caused by tuberculosis, or atony of the 
nervous system, or the mode of life, either among females who are 
accustomed to living in luxury, taking little or no exercise in the open 
air, due in part to their mode of dress, etc., or it occurs among that 
class who are crowded into allies, cellars, or garrets, with impure vent- 
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ilation, and a general hygieaic surroundings of the poorest kind. 
' We know that the function of menstruation manifests it&elf in healthy 
lion- pregnant females, during the child bearing period ; once in four 
weeks (or about every twenty-eight days), but why we do not know. 
It is during regular ovulation that this occurs, through the medium of the 
ganglionic system ; the capillaries of the uterus and ovaries are distend- 
ed, and there is then rupture of these vessels in addition to periodical 
Ovulation ; being a true periodical hemorrhage. * * * * 

Xou will often be called upon to treat amenorrhoea; but in all cases 
proceed with caution, for yon may, by carelessness on your part, or 
willful misrepresentation on the part of the patient, institute a course 
of treatment by which you may be accessory to a criminal act, by 
producing abortion; by carelessness alone you may unintentionally ruin 
the hopes of an anxious woman desirous of becoming a mother. 

If a married woman come to you, stating her menses are suppressed, 
you have reason to suppose her pregnant (as pregnancy in married life 
is no disgrace), but it the patient be a girl, be cautious with your 
remedies, or administer nothing, and wait to see if other symptoms 
develop themselves ; as many a physician has unknowingly produced 
abortion by his treatment, only discovering the cause of amenorrhoea 
when it was too late to correct his mistake. I sincerely trust no student 
who listens to me to day, will willingly or knowingly, for the purpose 
of hiding crime, or to prevent increase of tamily, be guilty of one of 
the great social evils of the day — ante-natal murder. 

In the treatment of this disorder there are many things to be taken 
into consideration. Periodical epistaxis, headache, flush, and oozing 
of blood from the cheeks, indicate to a certain extent the plan of treat 
ment to be pursued. Periodical hemorrhages from mucous or integ- 
umentary surfaces may be termed vicarious menstruation. The ab- 
straction of blood by cupping, leeches or venesection is upon the 
principle of inducing vicarious menstruation, and thus afford relief 
from constitutional disturbances, and the many sequel® resulting from 
long continued amenorrhoea. 

In the first case, I would use constitutional treatment, such as warm 
hip baths, cupping the loins, leeches to the perineal regions ; keep the 
bowels lax. For this and its regular emenagogue properties, I would 
prescribe the " aloetic and myrrh " pill. Did she not improve under 
this, I would consider it justifiable to make a digital examination. 

If there is suppression, abdomen distended, pains in back, etc., ex- 
amine for general symptoms of pregnancy. * * * In plethoric 
subjects abstraction of blood from the arm ; take about | ij. of blood 
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Ireatmmt of Epil^sy, 

at the time of expected mcnstruatioo, and again ah 
the regular nienatruaiing period. Such trefttment \ 
in numerous instanced. If it is due to " metritis,' 
leeches to the neck of the uterus, or to the verge 
prove beneficial. The introduction of the uterine i 
.same time a little ergot, stimulates the uterus, 
treatment hy eltctricity. Should the patient have 1 
the application of warm water to vagina. Endea 
blood to a healthy condition. If due to other causi 

In anfcmia, instead of normal menstruation, th 
suffers with severe leucorrhoea. This may be due 
alone, but to nervous derangements. 

Not unfrequeutly a little treatment will resi 
function. Some of jou have noticed a case under 

from ,,came to this city a few months since, s 

feared (as did her friends) that she would soon be c( 
to that dreaded disease, phthisia-pulmonalis. Her 
pearance and cough indicated that such might be th 
plained of headache, pains in the breast, back, Ic 
down the thighs; these were always exaggerated al 
menstrual period. I recommend change of air, goi 
aloes, iron and nux vomica. Coincident with chai 
living, food, etc., the patient \i now in good health, : 
ly, and all pulmonary trouble has disappeared.- 
Medicine. 



TREATMENT OF EPILEPl 



C. E. Browit-9b»suabd, M. D., F. R. S., etc. 

U Potassii iodidi, 

Potasaii bromidi, 

Ammonii bromidi, 

Potasses bicarbonatis, 

Infusi Calumbffi 

A teaspoonful before each of the three meals, ani 
at bed time, with a little water. In cases of idi 
which patients derive no benefit, or have ceased to 
USB of the bromide or iodide of potassium, alone 
the bromide of ammonium alone. 
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When the patient's pulse is weak, substitute for the bicarbonate potash 
in the above formula the sesquicarbonate of ammonia, and for the six 
ounces of infusion of columbo, an ounce and a h^lf of the tincture of that 
medicine with four ounces and a half of distilled water. 

Dr. BrownSequard gives the following very important rules relative 
to the treatment of epilepsy by the bromides of potassium and am- 
monium, employed together or separately : 

1. That the occurrence during the day of the sleepiness, caused by 
the remedies, can be avoided by giving relatively small doses in the 
day time, and a much larger dose late in the evening. 

2. That the quantity of the medicines to be taken each day must be 
large enough to produce an evident though pot complete anaesthesia of 
the fauces and uppt^r parts of the pharynx and larynx ; that daily 
quantity being from 45 to 80 grs. of the bromide of potassium, and 
from 28 to 45 grs. of the bromide of ammonium, when only one of the 
salts is employed, and a smaller quantity of each, but especially of the 
^second, when they are given together. 

o. That an acne-like eruption on the face, neck, shoulder*, <Scc., 
should be produced, and it is most important te increase the dose when 
there is no eruption, and also when the eruption is disappearing, unless 
the dose already given within twenty four hours is already so large that 
any increase of it causes great sleepiness in the day time, a decided 
lack of will, of mental activity, dullness of the senses, drooping of the 
head, considerable weakness of the body, and a somewhat tottering gait. 

4. That it is never safe for a patient taking either of the bromides, or 
both and receiving benefit therefrom, to be only one day without his 
medicine, so long as he has not been at least fifteen or sixteen months 
quite ^rQ(} from attacks. 

5. That the debilitating effect of the bromide in patients already 
weak, as are most epiliptics, ought to be prevented or lessened by the 
use of strychnine, arsenic, or the oxide of silver, ammonia, cr end liver 
oil, cold douches or shower baths, and of course, wine and a most nourish- 
ing diet. In making use of strychnine or arsenic, it must be kept in mind 
that not only the bad influences of the bromide, but alto their favorable 
influences against epilepsy can be diminished by these powerful agents 
(especially strychnine), and that it is therefore necessary when these 
agents are used to increase the dose of the bromide. 

6. That iron and quinine, which arc generally injurious to epileptics, 
except in eases in which the nervous aflection is caused, or at least 
aggravated, by chlorosis, anaemia, or malarial cachexia, are more 
particularly injurious in cases in which the bromides are taken. 



Treatment of Epilepsy. 

cnile purge every five or six weeks 
uBefuloeBa of the bromides against ( 
; Injection : 

ia flulphatis, 

B >ulphati9, 

tction, in a few minims of distilled v 
uring a case of epilepsy by the use o 
OF Chlosoforu. — In a ease of a 
wceklyattacksof epilepsyjDr. Brow 
inhalation, almost without interrupt 
'ely, with the object of preventing th 
greatest importance, in that case, to 
rec<?i'i^ing attack, liad fractured and 
nhalation of chloroform saved him 
<■ callus had lime to be formed tiofon 
HNson, M. D., F. R. C. P., physicis 
, London, speaks in high terms of elili 
of potassium in this affection. He 1 
inhalation, in warding off* a threaten 
: and prolonged paroxysm, ia as unifo. 
Biia in exciting conTuIsions. 
iwKKB Tabkkh, M. D., F. L. S., et« 
ihloroform, and believes that the tits 1 
d number from its employment. 
Webb, M. D., of Nevada City, Cal 
illcge of PhyHiciani>, of Edinburgh, i 
of epileptiform convulsions, arreste 
boy aged fifteen. 
Mechanical and Phtbical Means — Dr. Browi 

1, That it is not necessary to apply an irrila 
pinching, etc.,) on the very limb from which an ai 
the same means applied elsewhere: may succeed 
success is much greater by the lormer than by the 

2, That a constant or a frequent irritation (by 
seton, the actual cautery, &c.,) on ttie p]a&: from 
to start, may not only prevent fits, but, by somi 
locally, {if the aura is really of peripheric origin,] 
centres, may rejAuce, or even destroy altogether, 
and lead to a complete cure. 

3, That ns a circular ligature may procure a tei 
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BO ft narrow eireuJar bfisler, applied all around a 
or a circular cauterizatioR with a white hot iron, 
cases with a distinct aura. 

^ 4. That even in cases in which there is no 
aturcs, ptnchiog, and ather means of irritation, i 
ing of expected fits. 

When an attack of epilepsy is followrd by a 
even a sleep with heavy breathing, it is of the g 
place the head of the patient in such a position i 
is then paralj zed, wilt not fall on the larynx and 

T. S. Clouston, M. D., Edinborgb.— From 
elaborately conducted experiments to determin 
brornide of polossium in epilepsy, and its propi 
found that the diminution of the fits, and all tht 
the medicine reached their maximum in adults, a 
die, while ill effects were manifested when thin 
die were reached. 

J. Wariko Cukran, L. L., & Q. C. P. J., etc. 

5 Zinoi oxidi 

Ext, glycyrrhizie 

For one pilt. 

One or two to be taken ter die. This, togethe 
potassium in mixture, forms a method of treatm 
in epilepsy, when assisted by the occasional apj 
spinal ice bag. Neither remedy succeeds so we 
sential to the other. 

J. M. Da Costa, M. D; 

3 Zinci valerianatis 

Extracti belladonnie 

Pulveris digitalis 

For one pill. 

To be taken three times a day in case of epi 
irregularity of the heart. 

Prof, William A. Hammond, M. D., Etc, ^ 
to the dose of bromide of potassium in epilepsy, 
that the symptoms due to large doses of tl 
enumerated as follows, in the usual order of theii 
traction of the pupila; 2. Drowsiness; 3. Weal 
legs ; 4. Depression of mind ; 5. Failure of me 
The first three of these are the usual accompanim 
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le of producing any in 
».^j ..»^v.. .v.ow less doses than te 
produce no effect. 

Hospital or Disbasbs or the Che 

3 Potaasii bromidi 

Uncture conii 

Tincture valeriatifB ammoniate 

Aquse camphorae 

For one dose, ter die. 

Hospital op Univebsitt Collkge, 

^ Potassii bromidi 

Spts. Chlorofornii 

Infusi quassite 

For one dose ter die. 
Dr. Marshall Hall. 

B Strychniie acetatis 

Acidi acetic 

Alcholis 

Aquce distillattc 

Ten drops {=gr. 1 50) to be taken 
Walter Tfrbll, M. R. C. S., stal 
of strychnia upon the various forms • 
in affirming that in a large majority 
eficial. He found but three cases in 
result, and no case in which it pn 
gives a medium quantity, as a dose, 
than carrying the dose very high at 
tuned from gr. HO, to gr 18 twice a 
pearing to regain its nervous strcngtl 
medicine. — Medical and Surgical Reji 
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Editors Medical and Surgical ] 
deal written in the Seporler abou 
and its universal adjunct Glycerine 
amiss to add a mite of the little oxpc 
will state that I do not believe they h( 
Mr A. G., tet. 45, farmer and habiti 



The Jtnimal of Maten'a Media. 

vhich had formed in the palm of th< 
thm: inches, thi^ h&nd being conside: 
up with fungous matt<T. I prescribed 

Carbolic, 

inic, 

tion to be tlirown into the cavity twic 

ovor with lint, saturated with thi; mi 

relieve turjesconw. 
?nt was persi8t<-d in for a wi'e.it, whon 
art having healed thoroughly. 
. 50 years, came to me for tlie relief o 

several months standing. Most of tl 
t the olecranon process. Many shot p 
lanced down cuttiug furrows through ■ 
spect of the ulna which was covered 

which a sinus extended from the oleci 
losia had taltin place. The probe ri 
yle of humerus, and head and part of 
as made from the joint downward, thi 
e joint filled with the foregoing formul 
ated with the same. This was contini 

'the^ agent I will include in this brit 
9 very valuable therapoatic properties, 
ind necrosed osseous surfecea with tl. 
acid. About two years ago I was consi 
'as suffering with necrosis of the tarsa 
aI extremity of the radius of the sam^ 
doubt owing to a syphilitic taint of th 
t down upon the diseased bones, and a 
uld, and thoroughly cleansing the part 
'need the daily injections of the follo'd 
luriatic, 

small syringeful was injected night an 

iutional corrective, I gave her 

i. lod., 

ful ter die. 



The Use nf Indian Hemp in Chorea. 
THE USE OF INDIAN HEMP IN CHOE 



usaell Reynolds, who writes one of the most recent, . 
esG expositions of the value of thia remudy, tells us a: 
. manifestly practical and thoughtful experience, that 
, anodyne, and antispssmodic ; and that it relieves j 
that it does cot leave behind it headache nor vertigo ; i 
: the appetite, nor confine the bowels." 
latient, a girl 13 years of age, was admitted into the C 

on the 15th of October last. A month previous to ac 
been taken with an attaclc of rheumatic fever. No sy 
10 inflammation occurred. The choreal action had 
fortnight.) 

g the day immediately succeeding her admission, 
iccu»red in the degree of choreal movements, and in 
eart's action. The latter became so disturbed, feeble 
th feeble arterial pulse, as to cause serious anxiety for t 
atient, and at the same time the choreic agitation increa 
lent restlessness and rolling in bed that excoriation ' 

sacrum and both nates, while contortion of the featii 
>f the extremities, especially when their movement was 
nued excessive. The articular effects of rheumatism A 
ture became more natural, the urine healthy, but the b< 
rpid. The arsenic was persevered with, and a few 30-gr 
ide of potassium were given. Each dose was follow 
iriod of quiescence, but on the 20th, the excitemeht of tt 
lecame so alarming that 25 minim doses of tincture < 
ere administered, followed by apparently marked, 
t abatement of the spasmodic movement, which as D 
dent physician, reported, seemed to recur subsequec 
d and distressing severity, 

le following day — that is, the sixth of her residenci 
— her condition seemed desperate, chiefly on accoui 
ed and uncontrollable hurry of the heart's action. 

to have six mmimg of the tinct, cannabis every 1; 
and other remedies being intermitted. The bowels ^ 
[ulated, the excoriations of the back and nates had inc 
orm superficial sloughs of considerable extent, the p 
16 
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small and so rapid as not to be counted, and the heart's . action 
still feeble, rapid, and disturbed. She had four ounces of brandy 
day. On the following day, having had twenty doses of the t 
ure, there was marked and increasing improvement. The viol 
of the tossing and rolling had diminished materially, though still it 
necessary to have her secured in bed to prevent her falling or rol 
over. From this time till the l.'Jth day of her residence in the hosf 
the tincture was administered from hour to hour, and she continue 
make daily and progressive improvement. At that date (the 28tli' 
had been free of all the more violent spasmodic movements for 
days ; the heart's action was quiet, pulse about gO, appetite g 
bowels regular. She still presented a degree of the peculiar griu 
with awkwardness in protruding the tongue, and in movement of 
- arms and hands, There was great mental lethargy, with languor 
exhaustion, which made it impossible for her to be out of bed. 

The tincture of hemp was now discontinued, and arsenical s<du 
in four minim doses resumed. 

The subsequent progress of the case, though tedious and so far 
appointing, may be told in a few sentences. On the 1st of Novem 
and on several occasions during the rest of that month, there oeeu 
a renewal of the choreal state, which had not indeed absolutely 
appeared, though it was often so trivial, and even absent as to oncou 
the hope of an early recovery. Arsenic was perseveringly emplo 
with a carefully. regulated diet and general management, but on ■ 
occasion, of which three were noted, when an exacerbation of 
choreic condition arose, a marked abatement of the muscular actioi 
suited from the administration of small and hourly repeated dos< 
tincture of hemp, relief sometimes arising so speedily as within si 
eight hours. On one occasion the improvement was not detected 
three or four days. 

In the beginning of December, rheumatic symptoms recurred ■ 
slight febrile action and articular pains and renewal of choreic agitai 
At the same time, marked excitement of the heart's action was rene- 
and now for the first time, a faint soft diastolic murmur, indicativ 
aortic regurgitation, was with difficulty perceived. A weak solu 
of acetate and nitrate of potasn was administered, and grain dost 
opium four or five times in twenty-four hours. Pain and fever abi 
but not the spasmodic movement, and on the thirB day afterwards, 
minim doses of tincture of hemp were given every two hours, folio 
by an immediate decrease of the chorea, which at once declined tc 
slightest degree in two or three days. 
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The patient now presented more marked indications of returning 
health. The state of mental lethargy into which she had early lapsed 
was now passing off; her appetite was revived, and on the 20th December 
she was able to be out of bed and to walk with assistance. Small doses 
of the iodide of potassium with the infusion of quassia were given, and 
improvement went on uninterruptedly; she did not, however, cast ofT 
the choreic jerk and awkwardness till the second week of January, 1869. 
She has since had a very comfortable convalescence, but the diastolic 
murmur noted above continues strongly developed. 

The impression which the case leaves on my mind is, that cannabis 
has a peculiar value and power in controlling the irregular movements 
of chorea, which ever and again are terribly distressing, and possibly 
even dangerous, to the patient : and it would be t»f no small moment 
to determine the extent and limit of its influence, and to ascertain 
whether or not choreic action, even in slighter cases might not be, mod- 
erated by this remedy. 

As to the mode of administering the remedy, small and frequent 
doses proved both safe and effective, and great advantage appeared to 
arise from increasing the frequency of the dose rather tha,n its amount. 
Believing as I do that cannabis indica is a remedial agent of value in 
many and various maladies, I am prepared to recommend this mode of 
seeking its effects by frequent rather than by larger doses at longer in- 
tervals. Such a mode of prescribing it has not been usual; but I find, 
quoted from an American source, the account of a ease of hiccup treat- 
ed in this way by eight-drop doses of a fluid extract, administered hour 
by hour, in which recovery from an attack that had defied treatment for 
five days took place in a few hours. — Edinburgh Medical Journal, March 
1869, p. 777 — Braithwaite^ 8 Retrospect 



-•-♦- 



ON HEMICRANIA OR SICK HEADACHE. 



BY DR. 8AMUBL WILKS, PHYSICIAN TO, AND LECTURER ON THE PRACTICE 

OP MEDICINE AT, QUy's HOSPITAL. 



(Hemicrania, or siek-headache as it is generally called, is of a dull 
and sickening character. Its great peculiarity is the throbbing which 
occurs with each beat of the heart, aggravated by every movement of 
the body, and more especially of the head itself,) 

Now, as to the cause of this misery, I have already said that whilst 
the body is cold, the head is hot, and that whilst the radial artery is 
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Etnall the carotid is full; in fact, if the term determination of bk 
the head is applicable to any malady it is assuredly to this. 
irregularity in the circulation due to nervous influence has crested 
interest of late years, as I have already told you in describing vi 
diseases. It has been clearly shown that the blood vessels are regi 
in calibre by the the sympathetic nerves, and that the supply of 
is immediately under nervous control. Now in this complaint of 
1 am speaking, the carotid on one side with its branches is dilated, t 
inordinately, and sends loo much blood to the bram and its cove 
■ The fact I knew when quite a boy, for when leaning my head < 
hsnd I distinctly felt the increased tize of the throbbing temporal : 
on the side of the pain, '"■hich would be sometimes on the rigl; 
sometimes on left aide. I remember mentioning the circumstai 
more than one medical man, and they received the statement w 
credulity. I knew it, however, to be a fact, nevertheless, and am 
to say 1 have been too fully aware of it up to the present day. 
fact is, that in this dilated throbbing carotid and its branches li 
source of the trouble. The vasso motor nerve on one side is i 
time paralyzed, the vessels of the head dilate, more blood is sent 
and thus the increased heat, throbbing, and pain which the patiei 
to suffer until the tone of the nerve is restored. The moat imp 
question to solve is the immediate cause of the function of the 
being thus temporarily in abeyance. Since a stomach derang 
usually accompanies the hemicrania, it is very frequently thougt 
the source of the trouble is always gastric, and that medicine of 
ticular kind will relieve. That this is partially true is no doubt correct, 
but just as frequently the complaint arises from a direct influence on the 
nervous system. Besides, if arising from the stomach, the cause is not 
the same as that which operates injuriously in the mass of people from 
over-indulgence in eating and drinking, and which produces a more gen- 
eral headache in consequence, but the cause is a slighter one, and de- 
pendent upon a number of trivial circumstances which the sufferer him- 
self could alone detail. It may be said no doubt with truth, that gastric 
derangement is a very common exdting cause in those who are subject 
to the complaint, but very frequently no cause for the attack is apparent^ 
and certainly none attributable to the stomach. When the cause is 
evident, it is very often one which has acted directly on some portion 
of the nervous system and to the non- susceptible would scarcely be credit- 
ed with so powerful an operation. Thus all worry, excitement, or over- 
work will readily produce a headache; walking in the sun is a very 
sure method of inducing an attack ; strong impressions on the olfactory 
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nerve, as the smell of paint, and in some persons the odour of spring ' 
flowers ; also impressions on the retina, as long use of the microscope, 
or a protracted visit to a picture gallery. An atmosphere overcharged 
with carbonic acid is one of the most fruitful sources of headache, as 
that of a crowded .assembly room, and what would affect myself at once 
and in the most intense degree would be the presence of unconsunied 
carbon from candles or lamps. Loud noises in the ear will also cause a 
headache ; and, in fact, it would seem that a strong impression made 
upon any part of the nervous system is sufficient to induce an attack. 
Probably derangements of any organ might also bring it on, as of the 
stomach, which we constantly see, add in woman the uterus, more es- 
pecially at the catamenial periods. Some of the most violent attacks 
which we witness are in woman at these periods. There are those 
who are doomed every month to an illness of a few days, with intense 
headache, prostration, and sickness ; if there be much uterine pain, the 
case is styled one of dysmenorrhoja, and the cause Attributed to the - 
uterus, which may not be true. Those, both men and woman, who are 
thus liable to these violent headaches are proscribed many of the' 
pleasures of life, since irregularities of any kind are so apt to their 
wonted complaint. Under the most favouring circumstances, however- 
it is my experience, that they can never escape an occasional attack. 

As such trivial causes are sufficient to induce an attack of this hemi 
crania or migraine, it might be supposed thac some equally slight cir- 
cumstance might be sufficient to counteract or. cure it. I should think 
it probable that such is the case, although after long searching for th^ 
remedy, I have not y«t discovered it. Certainly the ordinary aperient 
'doses which the medical man so commonly prescribes for a headache 
are useless ; besides, the attack may have spontaneously subsided before 
there could be any expectation of a result from the medicine. The act 
of vomiting, however, does in some cases afford very speedy relief. 
This is not by getting rid of any crudities, fbi* the stomach may be 
empty, and therefore the effect must have been throuj^h the nervous 
system. As regards stimulants, as a rule they cannot be prescribed; 
they often aggravate the complaint to an intense degree, although I have 
found that in some milder cases a little brandy and water or a ^l?iss 
of champagne has, afler a shoi't period, been apparently beiierlcial; 
sometimes a cigar. Of all remedies perhaps tea is the best, Ijut I nm 
not quite certain what amount of benefit is to be ascribed to Uu^ tea 
and what amount to the hot water. Tea, of course, is well kii'w n to 
have a direct and marked action on the nervous sysjtem, and ihus it 
might appear absurd to raise a doubt as to its efficacy did I not know 
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person who obtains more relief for a headache by sip- 
rater than by any medicine which has ever been pre- 

ive any knowledge of the perpetual and horrible throb- 
w or temple, al»o know that nature prompts relief by 
aching part. The leaning the head against the hand or 
n obedience to what instinct dictates. On lying down, 
is always pressed against the pillow. By more direct 
pressure a move marked relief is obtained. Thus, a 
'. carotid in ihe neck wilt produce a suspension of the 
Jie pain, but the elfect is only for a time, as the blood. 
1 finds its way to the head by other channels. Although 
iure may ai the present time have a show of reason, it 
waj s been adopted at the dictates of nature. — Medical 
'tte, Jan. 2, 1SC9, p. 1. — Braitkieaite's Retrospect. 



FETEB OR SUMMER CATARRH. 

LCT FROM A PaPKB By Db. W. AuBOTT SmITH. 

to the effects of medical treatment, about which nearly 
hay-fever appears doubtful, I certainly see no reason for 
e symptoms may not be generally very much mitigated. 
.hat except in cases where the predispisition ia strongly 
re the affection has been allowed to ^ et too complete a 
ystem, careful avoidance of the exciting causes, and ju- 
nt will succeed in eradicating the disorder ; or, certainly, 
tion cannot be eradicated, we may at all events reduce 
minimum, whether as regards their severity or their 

ns vary uonaiderably in different individuala ; and the 
obtaining a cure or relief, is that which is directed to 
the different symptoms as they arise. 
it may be divided into two parts, viz., the prophylactic, 
the prevention of the disorder, and the curative, or pal- 
3pted when the affecticfn has shown itself 
rill consist chiefly in the avoidance of the exciting causes 
, such as the aroma of ripe grasf, or newly-made hay, 
smelling flowers, or the inhalation of the particles (<f 
ig substances, as ipecacuanha, &c. ; protection from the 
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heat of the sun, especially about mid-daj, and only a moderate amount 
pf out of door exercise, which should be taken either early in the day 
or towards the evening ; unstimulating diet ; attention to the functions 
of the bowels, skin, <Sz;c. Kemoval to the sea- side is sometimes found 
beneficial, but cannot always be relied upon. The cases in which a visit 
to the sea-side will most likely prove advantageous are those in which ^ 
the febrile or asthmatic symptoms predominate; the benefit in the f<j)rmer 
resulting from the cool, invigorating character of the marine breezes, 
and in the latter from highly ozonised state of the atmosphere. ' 

When the affection has actually made its appearance, we must direct 
t)ur attention, as has already been observed, to the different symptoms, 
as they arise. 

Warm fomentations, with either water or decoction of poppies, should 
be used to relieve the swelling, pain, and irritation of the conjunctivae 
and evelids. 

m 

Glycerine or cold cream should be applied occasionally to the interior 
of the nostrils by means of a camel's hair brush or feather. A medical 
gentleman informed me last year that he experienced a sensation of re- 
lief from painting the inside of the nostrils with a strong solution of 
nitrate of silver ; but, as a rule, emollient applications are the best. I 
give the preference to pure glycerine, that known as Price's, and manu- 
factured at the Belmont Works, being the only kind which can be de- 
pended upon as always pure. The other varieties of glycerine are 
either adulterated or imperfectly purified, and contain oxide of lead, 
fatty acids, lime, chlorides, and other impurities, so that their application, 
to a sensitive mucous surface is attended by more or less irritation. 

The frequent inhalation of the steam of hot water (either simple or 
medicated), and of different sedatives, in the form of atomised fluid, or 
spray, will be found valuable in relieving the unpleasant, tickling sensa- 
tion felt in the mucous membrane of the nasal and other air-passages. 

Small pieces of ice, dissolved at frequent intervals in the patient's 
mouth, often avail more than anything else in obviating the heat, dry- 
ness, and tickling sensation felt in the roof of the mouth, the palate and 
fauces. 

The following remedies are the best for internal administration. 

Lobelia, in full doses of the tincture three or four times a day (as 
recommended by the the late Mr. Gordon); the preparation of opium, 
especially the Tinctura CamphorcB Composita ; and the other principle 
sedatives and antispasmodics. 

I may here remark that tobacco-smoking, as in ordinary asthma, some- 
times effects wonders in diminishing the severity of the paroxysms ; as 
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loking of the little medicated cigarettes, kn 

lOtassium, or of ammonium, in five or ten 
;s, according to the age of the patient, and tl; 
IS, given in infusion of quassia or gentian, 
jea where tne irritability of fancial or broni 

retable tonics, particularly quinine, quassia, e 

ons of iron, zinc, and arsenic, and other min 

stered when the patient's constitution requ 

t. 

lecretory and excretory (unctions should be n 

jiciues, and in alt cases it will be found judic 

ional saline, cooling aperient, such as the : 

agnesia. 

time the very powerful and lowering deplet 

le writers must be carefully shunned, and it 

tiy the practitioner that, in a large majority 

I, the patient's strength is fo much reduced, 

of which chloric ether is the most certain in 

irally indicated than active purgatives, dii 

ng remedies. 

es are affected, soothing collyria, or wurm w 

)plied ; and green or blue coloured glass spct 

s worn whenever the patient goes out of d 

lid consist of nutritious, easily digested fonc 
Jaret at lunch and dinnei'. All vegetables 
ds, should be avoided, as well as tea, for w 
ate may be substituted, 
trcise ought to be taken daily in the open air 
LS great a distance as possible from the exci 
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THE Nitrate of Silver in Ertbipblatous 
ily appears necessary to give directions for 
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nitrate of silver in erysipelatous inflammation after* they had been so 
plainly stated in my letter o^i that subject. 

^ It is remarkable that in all the medical and surgical works, manuals, 
and lectures, <&c., I have not seen one correct direction, either of the 
strength of the solution of nitrate of silver, or the proper method of ap- 
plying it, although professedly copied from my work. The careless and 
incorrect reference to it has greatly misled practitioners in the use of \U 
and has been quite sufficient to bring the remedy into discredit. 

I may venture to say we have no therapeutic agent so safe, powerful, 
Gr efficacious as the nitrate of silver, in subduing external inflammation, 
when properly applied. It has been invariably successful in my hands 
for nearly the last forty years. 

I am desirous of inserting the directions for the use of the nitrate of 
silves in the Practitioner, as it must become a valuable book for 
therapeutic reference. 

The method of applying the nitrate of silver is as follows : The aflfect- 
ed part should be well washed with soap and water, then with water 
alone, to remove every particle of soap, as the soap would decompose 
the nitrate of silver ; then to be wiped dry with a soft towel. The con- 
centrated solution of four scruples of the nitrate of silver to four, 
drachms of distilled water is then to he applied two or three times on the 
inflamed surface and beyond it, on the healthy skin, to the extent of two 
or three inches. The solution may be applied with a small piece of 
clean linen, attached to the end of a short stick ; the linen to be renewed 
■ at every subsequent application. As the solution of nitrate of silver is 
colorless, it is necessary to pass a little linen, just moistened, over every 
part where it has been used, in order to be equally diffused, so that no 
part be lefl untouched. 

In about twelve hours it will be seen whether the solution has been 
well applied. If any inflamed part be unaffected, the solution must be 
immediately reapplied. Sometimes, even after the most decided appli- 
cation of the nitrate of silver, the inflammation may spread, but is then 
generally much less severe, and is eventually checked by repeated 
application. It is desirable to visit the patient every twelve hours, until 
the inflammation is subdued. 

By these means we have complete control over the disease. 

For the successful application of the nitrate of silver the ordinary 
brittle stick, either solid or in solution must be used. Not the " lunar 
caustic points perfectly tough," nor the crystals and cake used for 
photographic purposes. — 77ie Practitioner. — Leavenworth Med, Heralds 
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Hypodermic Injection' of Erootin in the Treatment of Aneurism. 
' —Prof. Lakoenbece writes an important paper on this subject. - From 
the well known influence of ergot in provoking; contractions of the or- 
ganic muscular fibres of the uterus, he was led to think that a similar 
stimulation might be produced by it, with beneficial effect, in the 
muscular coats of the arteries in cases of aneurism. The first case in 
which he employed it was one of subclavian aneurism in a man aged 45. 
The tumor was treated in the first place on Jacobson's plan, with the 
repeated application of moxas, and a great diminution of all the symptoms 
took place, and lasted for three years; but the pulsation continued. In 
consequence (as the patient thought) of an excessive summer heat, aTre- 
lapse took place, the tumor enlarged greatly, and all the old symptoms 
returned. Three centigrammes of aqueous extract of secale were in- 
jected over the tumour, with great relief to the pain and consequent 
insomnia. Between January 6 and February 17, about 30 grains of 
ergotin were injected, with the effect of so greatly relieving the symptoms 
of pressure in veins, that the pain and and paralysis of the arm and 
hand were diminished to a remarkable extent. The pulsation of the 
aneurism were also sensibly weakened, and the tumor somewhat shrunken. 
In a second case— one of aneurism of the radial, about an inch and a 
quarter above the wrist, and which had existed for many years — about 
one-fourth of a grain of aqueous extract of secale (disolved in seven 
times its bulk of half and half glycerine and sp. rcctif). was injected 
into the skin above the tumour, and on the following day the tumour 
appeared to have vanished. The cure became apparent, and the only 
trouble was a local erythematous inflammation which lasted some da^s. 
Langenbeck discovers that it was natural that more powerul effects 
should be produced by Xhe remedy in radial than subclavian aneurism, 
since the radial artery is more copiously furnished with muscular fibers 
thtfcn the subclavian. — The Practitioner, May, 1869, from Berlin Klin, 
Wockensch. — American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 



Carbolate of Soda as a Remedy for Itch. — Dr. Zimmsrmann, of 
Braunfels, remarks that no one who sees much of itch will deny that 
we are without any remedy which acts with the certainty of a specific. 
In private practice, where we cannot obtain the proper baths, frictional 
manipulations, etc., cases are apt to be very inveterate. The popukrity 
of petroleum and Peru balsam is due chiefly to their being neither yerj 
disagreeable nor very troublesome in the use ; but petroleum has not 
justified its reputation, while Peru balsam, which really is very valuable, 
especially in recent and children's cases, is unfortunately very costly. 
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2iniinermann is incliaed to hope that in carbolate of »■ 
'& remedy that will cure scabies, into, cUo et juctnidt 
perience is not yet sufficient for abaoiute prool. He en 
■of ICO to 320 grains of the salt in about 7 ounces of v 
be well rubbed into the affected parts thrice daily. 1 
days every case of Zimmermann's, even the inveteratt 
<»mpletely cured, by this without any annoyance or in 
patient's ordinary business. There is no irritive eryth 
sequence from the frictions. Carbolate of soda may \ 
infectant and deodorizer ; for this purpose 16 to 32 grs 
of water is sufficient. — The Practctioner, May, 1S69, 
tischt Arst, March. — American Joximal of the Medicii 

Use op Oil of Turpbntinb in PARismc DisEAsas c 
IN Traumatic Ervbipelas. — By Professors Von Ebl, 
of Berne. — For the destruction of the parasites which i 
diseases Kuehenmeister has recommended alcohol, whi 
velopment of spores and fargi, but several experimt 
that the operation of alcohol does not extend to the fui 
the hair- foil ides. Tincture of iodide acts more certair 
on the fungous growths developed in the hair follicl 
tonsurans. But it is necessary to shave the whole hea 
the tiDcture repeatedly, until the epidermis has been i 
fbur times, and even then there are olten disappointmi 
which in the most favourable cases requires 102 dayi 
Professor von Erlach, painting with oil of turpentii 
certain and more rapid in its operations in these scalp 
tODsurans being cured within fifty days, and several a 
being cured in the same manner within a week. Si 
recent researches traumatic erysipelas is to be reekon€ 
fectous diseases, tnd often resists the ordinary metho 
Professor Lilcke endeavours to destroy the infectious i 
, -which penetrates deeply into the tissues, and for this p 
the affected parts with oil of turpentine. He records 
this plan was successfully tried, and he states that it wi 
in eight other cases, the erysipelas disappearing in tw 
whereas formerly he had observed the moat dangert 
■occur in similar attacks, A very striking circumstam 
fall of the temperature, in connection with the disa[ 
symptoms, and this reduction of the temperature was a 
on the first application, and was the more certain in p 
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e of the remedy, and therefore it was eapecially observable 
ig. — Brit, and For. Med.- Chir. Review, April, 1869, from 
ahrbueher der Oersammten Medicin, January 28, 1869. — 
oTirnal of the Medical Sciences. 

E or Acute Orciutis in TwKNTr-Foud Hours. — Mr. Fur- 
.), Professor of Surgery at the Queen 'a College, etc.-, treats 
ia by the immediate application to the scrotum of a solution 
! silver (two drathms to an ounce), in very acute cases, add- 
veaication over the fi moral artery of the same side by means 
um iodi. Ir a case of severe double orchitis, with intense 
rable tenderness and ^reat swelling, this treatment effected a 
nty-four hours. Mr. Jordan writes (^British Medical Journal) 
nent of orchitis is of more than ordinary importance, from 
■y by Dr. Marion Sims that closure of the vas deferens 
orchitis is a common cause of sterility — often whorn the 
id to the wife. The return of some urethral disehsrge is 
ed, often in a few days, by maintaining, with iodine, a disc 
ounter irritation, the centre of the disc being the genital or- 
this principle I treat all inflammations of the gen ito- urinary 
.e and female; adding in the acute form, a little vesicatton 
^ered position of the femoral arteries. The above treatment 
is simply an illustration of a new system of treating all in- 
diseases, and which 1 constantly adopt in all, with success 
itely as great as in acute orchitis." — Pacific Medical and 
mmal. 

,HT OF Scarlet Fbvbr. — Dr. Charles T. Thompson, M. If. C. 
leorge's road, England, attaches great importance to the corn- 
bath in the treatment of scarlet fever. During an e.xpericnce 
ears, having attended many cases, he has not a single death 

udiciouB employment of the warm bath, the usual sequehv 
ise are prevented, the dangerous infection is greatly diminish- 

patient is restored earlier to the family and society. 
i first access of the fever, the patient is placed in a warm 
h is to be repeated as often as the " strength of the patient 

or the seventy of the attack may require," After each 
ody of the patient should be dried by solt cloths large enough 
J the body being " dabbed," rather than rubbed dry. 
1 plan, severe cases are speedily reduced to mild ones, the 
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Etnd the internal organs are -eli 

jary medicines must be administe 
md Louisville Medical Journal. 

LCCiSE Virus. — I notice with b 
^ Lueck, of Mayville, Wis., in 
■ Virvg. 

lortion of cases the two essentia 
a are heal and moisture ; in the at] 
lotually prevented. This fact is 
cation of the alum and its subsec 
Disture. Allow me, however, to i 
readily purchased, requiring no 
[* of absorbtion ot moisture, as ( 
one i. e. " calcined plaster," or su 
r this substance, is remarlcable. 
i-mouthed bottle ; a portion of th 
operly enveloped laid upon it, 
per, which should be as near airtij 
'. and Surff. Reporter, — Detroit 1 



■ Bronchitis. — Prof. J. Lewis 1 
>riiiiary bronchitis, for an infant • 
wing mixture, every two or four 



nula is the followiog: 
nhee 



poonful for an infant of six mont 
incture of digitalis, one or two d. 
sd to each teaspoonful. 
lases of infantile bronchitis, this 
)r. Smith for the first few days, 
required, more sustaining or e 
-Detroit Review of Medicine and 
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-"nie power of aconite over inflammation is little less 
jspeeially in the early stages. It can sometimes at 
le inflammatioD. As might be eiipected, the resu 
lost apparent when the inflammation is not extensive, i 
as in the catarrh of children, or in tonsillitis, or in 
The chief symptoms produced are moisture of the 
; of the the temperature, and of the frequency of the ; 
af the tincture, or a drop, in a teaspoonful of water, a 
ry ten minutes or a quarter of an hour, for two hour: 
B continued every hour. If there be mueh prostrati 
dose should be given. (Dr. S. Ringer, p. 236.)— fi 

'Belladonna. — Belladonna is one of the most efGcient 
ma. But there are certain points to be observed in i 

The tincture is the best preparation, and it mi 
nee a day, viz., at nigh'. The object of this is to brii 
the drug to bear upon the disease at the time at wh 
e to come on, and moreover a larger dose can be givei 
'tener repeated. Ten minims is the commencing dosi 
radually increased up to twenty, thirty, or forty mi 

It has hitherto not been prescribed in sufGcient i 
ounts for its failure iu the hands of many who have 
Salter, p. 8!*.) — BTaitlmaile's Bttrospect. 

rcM Hemorrhage, — In a case ol very severe post-p 
in which no contraction whatever of the uterus cou 
i it was evident that dcal^h would soon ensue, the a 
following plan with success: He took a large sponge 
led it in cold water, squeezed it as much as possibl 
; into the womb ; contraction immediately took place : 
aud a bandage having been applied over the abdome 
ceased. In about three days it was e.\pelled into the v. 
IS withdrawn by a string which had been tied to it pre 
oduction, {Dr. F. E. Wilkinson, p. 199.)— Srai(Ai 



OF Pekciiloridb of Iron. — In desperate cases of 
Drrhage, where kneading, compression, ergot, cold in 
liled, there is no better plan of treatment than that 
terus with a solution of perchloride of iron. A ver; 
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ration is the liquor ferri perchloridi fortiori p 
a. Half a pint of this should be diluted wit 
ing water and put into a deep small l>asin. 
he uterus by means of a syringe and a uterii 
ing. The author sajs, " I have hardly eve 
lage to occur after on" injection." (Dr. \l. Bai 
■'s Retrospect 

)p RuPTURB OF Utbrus. — In the kingdom of 1 

■ths were observed six ruptures of tho uterus 

Madam LaChapel observed in Paris Hosp 

ths. Professor Jocery EHpse observed twc 
Erringman, of Prague, from 1627 to 18i 
9 in 28,085 eases. Dr. Cedershold, of Swede 
■red two ruptures in 2334. Churchill of E 
e were 75 cases, malting one in every 657 wl 
Chicago Medical Ezaminer. — Pacijtc Medical 



L Albuminuria. — After scarlet fever, the '■ 
' the kidneys is indicated at once by a rise in 
lody. The friends should be directed to obs( 
le body night and morning ; and if this should 
lealth, they should at once commence the ac 
loses of half a drop to a drop of the tincture ( 
■ the first two hours, and theu every hour, 
t once cut short. — (Dr. S. Ringer, p. 237.) — 
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HASTIN, KESINOID IN GONORRH' 

Clyde N. Y. J 
iRB JoDRNAL Materia Medica; 

ng the May number of your very valuable 
rticle on Hydrastis Canadensis, I observed 
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hio Medical and SurffiealJournalia vhioh ii 
any of my bretdren have ever ustd it (Hjdr 
norrhaa) affection he fore myself." 
ever used tlie Hydrastis Canadensis in the 
fears Ihare used the reainoid extract, Hy< 
its cure, and have never failed more than fo 

a radical cure with that remedy alone. 

ever give anything internally, not even Co] 

more chronic cases, when I have not had a 
ig the ease, I have added to the infusion 1 
e. I can with certainty, recommend it as a sp 
sease. 

an infusion of the following strength; — On 
iling water, cover the vessel and let stand u 
ever known a case that was not more or le 
ion. I usually direct the patient to throw ii 
y, urinating each time immediately before 
the remedy in this disease, proves the thei 

Gonorrhrea is nothing more nor less tha 

ice by the tonic influence of this remedy 

the urethra are improved and a cure surely 

Y 



'HMA TREATED BY HELIANTHUS . 

Com una, Mic 
Materia Mbdica, 
early three years 1 have from time to time 
i without materiaj benefit until some foui 
3ed (imperically) the use of a strong decocli 
• common Sun Flower, and was much grai 
'hich followed. Since which time I have pn 
ler cases and have found an immediate good 
as thoroughly dissatisfied with their tieatmei 
«e perhaps they may derive benefit from ii 
Respectfully &c. 
C. S. Armsti 

audents will oblige by writing plainly the 
d Slate. We are frequently unable to answ 
>mitted. 
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ALNUB RUBRA. 

(Toff Alder.) 

BY JC«EPE BATES, M. D. 

PoPDLAB Names. — Snwo&i Alder, Common Alder and Tag 
Alder. 

Natdral OhweE. — Petulacece. 

In the artificial classification, tliis plant wiU be found in class 
Moncecia, and in order Tetrandria. 

This plant was called Alnua iSsrrulaia by Alton, Willdemow, 
and Eaton. 

Generic Character, — Staminate flowets — ament composed of 
wedge form, truncate, 3-flowered receptacles : calyx a scale, 3-lobed : 
corol 4-parted, Pistillate flowers, calyx 2 flowered, scales eome- . 
■what 3-cleft : corol none : pericarp compressed, ovate wingless. 

Specific Character. — Mowers of a reddish-green color. Pe- 
rennial, licaves obovate, acuminate : veins and their axils hairy 
beneath, stipules, oval, obtuse. Height, from eight to ten feet 
17 
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Habitat. — Native of North America, Grows on ihe 
of ponds aiid rivers, and in swamps. 

History. — Alnua its generic name is derived from the 
near, Ian river side — Lat alnoa 

This shrub blossoms in April. The bark is the part u 
yields its properties to boiling watfer. The leaves and bar 
bitter and astringent taste. The inner bark is said to bt 
Analysis shows, (as Dr. Lee remarks) that the plant abi 
tannin, bitter extractive, some gallic acid, etc The plan 
informs ns is used in tanning leather, and for dying brow 
and yellow, with different mordants. It has been, and stn 
tensively employed in popular practice, for its alteral 
astringent properties. It contains an active principle call© 
which is ]nuch in vogue with many physicians. 

Medical Properties. — Ti^ Alder bark possesses a 
emetic, astringent and tonic properties. 

Its concentrated or active principle, Alnuin ia regarded 
ative, resolvent, tonic and astringent. 

Therapbutio Uses: — 

HEMATURIA. — The various properties awarded to thi 
*oilld seem to indicate its use in this affestion ; and Dr. Lee 
that, " The late Dr. WilHams, of Deerfield, was very pari 
use in hsematuria." This article will be found of servic 
treatment of this affection, associated with the ordinary r 
commonly used for this malady. 

ScROFOLA. — Dr. Lee says that, ae an alterative, this a 
considerable reputatation in scrofulous affections. 

In the treatment of this disease, it will be found ben' 
alternate the use of this remedy with baptiaia, or some of t 
arations of iodine. 

Some cases will re^mnd favorably to the employment 
liver oil, alternated with alnus rubra. Dr. King allude 
use of this agent favorably, in the treatment of scrofula 

Alnuin, its active prijiciple is highly recommended in 
ease. Dr. Coe professes to have been familiar with the emp 
of the Alnus and its preparations for many years, and 
perience enables him to speak in very decided terms as rq 
therapeutic value. He esteems it one of the best simple al 
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and resolvents jxissiblc to be employed in scrofula, and 
fections arising from a. vitiated condition of the blood a' 
In order to reap the full value of the .^nuin, he tliini 
must be persevered in for a considerable length of time. 
"It is slow, but certain in its operation, resolving vicid 
promoting secretion and de^juration, increasing the app 
giving tone to the digestive apparatue." 

Cutaneous Affkctioxs. — Alnua is aaid to have qi 
utation in the treatment of cutaneous diseases, Dr, Lee 
its employment in this connection. 

I)r. King observes ; — " A decoction or extract of it is 
scrofula, secondary ayphilis, and several forms of citineou; 

Dr. Coe advises the use of Alnuin and Xanthoxylin in 
ment of eruptions of the skin. In this harrassing class of 
this agent promises to be of essential service 

Dtspepsia. — This affection is irequently associated ' 
plications of organs remote from the stomach, such as thi 
the urinary bladder, the circulating, assimilating and 
oigan. This malady is not confined to any period of 
occurs most commonly between the agea of twenty and : 

It is said to occur more frequently in the female than in 
sex. The causes of this affection are . various, among ^ 
use of tobacco, should be stated as one of frequent 0( 
The excessive use of cathartic medicine, is said to be one j 
cause ; also the hm-ried manner of taking meals, etc. In 
ment of this disease attention must be directed to the kim 
as quantity, and quality of food. 

Alteratives and tonics are frequently indicated, and recoi 
in the treatment of dyspepsia, and this drug promises f 
of essential service where those claasea of remedies are c 
This agent is said to promote secretion and depuration, U 
the appetite, and give tone to the digestive apparatus, 
says that the alnuin imparts a healthful impetus to th< 
functions of the system, proving itself a true constitutioi 
tive. Dr. Lee remarks, " as a tonic in some forms of dyi 
(alnus) has also proved successful." Should aniemia be i 
with this affection, the tincture of the chloride of iron, i 
with the alnus, will be found of service. Most of the 
remedies, advised for this malady, may either, be associal 
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th this drug. 

i. — The almia is said to contain the most important 
that are found in remedies, most commonly employed 
ment of syphilis. la cases where the mercurials, or 
indicated, the fluid extract of this agent, or its active . 
ilnuin, alternated with those remedies will be found 
Dr. Lee in his otservations relative to the employment 
lays, " in syphilis and the various forma of scrofula it is 
orthy of trial." 

remarks ; — " Although not strictly a diuretic, it never- 
■cises a peculiar alterative influence over the kidneys 
' apparatus generally, hence is valuable in the treatment 
rheumatism, erysipelas, gonorrhosa, gleet, syphilis, 
jrh of the bladder, etc" Dr. King in his allusion to 
' says ; — A decoction or extract of it is useful in scrofula 
yphilis, and several forms of cutaneous disease." He 
of alnuin, as having been recommended in the treat- 
3hilis. 

T Ulcers, and Eruptions op the Skin.— In the 
f these affections alnuin and xanthoxylin are said to 
remedies. Dr. Lee alludes to the employment of alnus, 
nal application to wounds and ulcera He also says 
oe cutaneous diseases of a chronic kind, as impetigo, 
the alunin produces very good effects. This i^nt is 
into practice by men of high medical attainments, and 
rving of the reception into our catalogue of remedies, 
possessing some of the most important and valuable 



)re diseases might be mentioned in which this remedy 
und usefiil, but perhaps a sufficient number has been 
elicit atm further research relative to its employment 
PREPARATIONS. 

d Extract - ■ - Dose, 1 to 2 drama 
iiin " 1 to S grains. 
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BAPTISIA TINCTORIA. 

{Wild Imligo.) 

BY JOSEPH BATES, M. II, 

Natdhal Ohder. — Fahacece. 

la the artificial classification, Baptisia belongs to class Deco 
and to order Monogynia. 

This class and order is composed of nearly forty g 
, and comprises many valuable medicinal agents, among wliii 
the Chimaphila umbellata, Ledum latilolium, Kpiga3a r 
GauUherea, procurabens, Kalmia angustifolia ; etc. In this t 
are also found trees & shrubs of tlie most gorgeous flowei-j 
more attractive than any others in North America ; in pr< 
which, I have only to mention the Genus, Rhododendron, as bi 
ing to this class and order. 

Generic Chauacter. — Calyx 4 or 5-cleft hali' way, (somi 
4 toothed) somewbat 2 lipped : corol papilionaceous wings • 
length of the reflected banner ; stamens caducous ; legume in 
smooth, many-seeded. 

Specific Character. — Very glabrous and branching; IJ 
bright yellow ; leaves temate, sub-sessile ; leafets wedge-ob 
round obtuse, (becoming black in drying :) stipulra obsolete, ol 
acute, much shorter than the petioles : racemra terminal : le; 
ovate, long stiped- Flowers in July and August 

Habitat. — Indiginous in moat pai'ts of the United States. 

History. — It has been employed in domestic parctice, prir 
ly on account of its antiseptic properties, externally, as a loti 
erysipelatous affections, sore mouth, ulcers, mammary abst 
inflamed tumors, and affections luving a gangrenous tent 
Witliic a few years, some members of the profession havi 
their attention called to the use of this agent, and have pres 
it internally as well as externally, in a variety of diseases, ant 
very favorable resulta 

Properties. — To this plant, and its active principle, ba 
have been awarded the following properties : — alterative, e 
laxative, stimulant, emmenagogue, tonic, and antiseplit:. 
such a class of properties it must, at once be apparent, thj 
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iigent would be applicable in quite a variety of disease?. ' 

Therapeutic iEMPLOYMENT: — 

Amexorrikka. — Dr. Coe observes; — ^Baptisin is possessed of 
more energetic emmenagogue propei'ties than the plant has general- 
ly^ been accredited with. AYe have employed it with gratifying 
fiuccess in the treatment of amenorrhoea and defective menstruation. 
Also ill cases of vicarious menstruation, in combination with 
Podophyllin, with signal success. The average dose of the Baptisin 
is two grains. The dose may be repeated twice or thrice a day as 
<3ircumstances require. In too large doses it will produce nausea, 
emesis, and catharsis. 

, In the the treatment of amenorrhoea and defective menstruation, 
the Baptisin should be given in doses of from one to three grains 
three times per day, and a dose of Podophyllin and Leptandrin 
administered once or twice a week at bed-time." 

Amenorrhoea, when chronic, will, frequently, be found to be 
associated with disease of the ovaria or uterus, or some other or- 
ganic changes, in such cases the treatment must be adapted to the 
peculiarities of the complication. If associated with chlorosis 
chorea, or anaemia, the preparations of iron may be given in con- 
junction with baptisin. The mineral waters of Saratoga, contain- 
ing, as they do, iodine and iron, will frequently be found service- 
able in this malady, alternated with baptisin. 

Vicarious Mexstruatiox, — This form of menstruation is 
very harassing, as well as often alarming to the patient; though not 
very common in its occurrence. In the treatment of vicarious 
menstruation, particularly those cases accompanied with periodical 
^diarrhoea, Dr. Coe obseiTes; — We have found the following com- 
bination entirely successful, when administered during the inter- 
jiienstrual period : 

R Baptisin 3 j. 

Podophyllin grs. x. 

Caulophyllin - grs. xv. 

Mix, and divide into ten powders. Exhibit one everj^ i^ig^t, 
or every other night according to the condition of the bowels. 
Th*e quantity of Podophyllin should be sufficient to produce a 
mild cathartic effect at first, and afterwards the quantity may be 
alternated with tonics, as Helonin and Iron, or Cerasein." 
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This agent is well worthy of more consideration on the part of 
the profession. If Dr. Coe'a account of baptisin should, on trial, 
prove to be sustained, we have, in this agent, a very important 
remedy for many of the most common, as well as, the moat form- 
idable diseases. Facts are what we want in relation to this subject, 
it matters not from whom obtained, or from what sources derived. 
" Truth is the same wherever found." 

As the subject is not without its importance, and may induce 
investigation, I shall quote still further from Dr. Coe. 

Erysii'elas, — lie continues : — '"In erysipelas the alterative and 

antiseptic properties of Baptisin make it a remedy of great value. 

It may be administered, internally, in doses of from one to two 

grains once.in four hours, and if there be ulcerations or sloughings, 

^ the parts should be covered with dry Baptisin, over which, if there 

I* I be much pain, heat or inflammation, place the cold water bandage. 

I This we have frequently employed and found effectual. Thq ap- 

I I plication of the baptisin may be repeated two or three tunes a day, 

and the bandage re-wetted as often as it becomes dry or much 

heated. The si^me treatment will be found of essential service in 

. . other forms of acute as well as of chronic exanthema." 

Dr. King alludes to its employment in erysipelas. There are 
some forms of this disease, in which other remedies should be used, 
such as the bicarbonate of potash, sesquicarbonate of soda, quinine, 
and solution of perchloride of iron, any of which can be alternated 
vrith the baptisia, or its active principle, baptisin. 

Hepatic DEitANGEMENTS. — Dr. Coe consider baptisin as a sure 

and, powerful alterative, and assures us that it may he employed 

• with confidence in all affections of the glandular system In hepatic 

I I derangements, he says, it will be found a valuable auxiliary, and 

in a great many cases may be depended upon alone. 

In chronic affections of the Liver, accompanied with constipation, 
leptandrin and baptisin are recommended, as having been found 
excellent remedies. 

In those cases, in which mercurials are einployed, the baptisin 
ought not to be neglected. 

Chronic Diarrhoha. —This aftection is not unfrequently 

associated with compheations, which often baffle the best directed 

I skill of the physician. Dr. Coe says that the use of baptisin should 

M 
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d in the treatment of this diaeasa The mesentei 
letimes take on a disease which being n^lect© 
ry effort, made to arrest the compkint. Mild me 
, continued dariog a week, and Uquor potassai wi 
cable, aftCT which give the baptism in eonjunctic 
lyricin, etc. Matico, given freely for weeka alte 
tisia, or its active principle, baptisin, will be four 
J. 

— After the alimentary canal has been cleared of i 
ay some mild cathartic, such as the Rochelie sail 
' magnesia, we may at once enter upon the use < 
ngents ; should the evacuations continue. Dr. C< 
1 of baptisin as a sovereign remedy in this diaea: 
lould never be omitted. Should pain, reBtlessnef 
continue, opium should be alternated with tl 
lU dose administered by enema. These remedi 
nucd while the above symptoms annoy the patien 
, and gelseminnm in conjunction with baptisin wi 
vice in the treatment of this affection. 
■This disease is found to exist rather more frequen 
I, especially among children. The remedies most : 
iatment of this malady, are alteratives, tonics ai 

»y8, " since the introduction of iodine into praetic 
no other substance so generally employed as it hi 
ne or other of its preparations, and especially in tl 
of potassium. The tonic and alterative propertii 
its active principle, baptisin have, in the manag 
physicians, superseded the employment of iodii 
nds, in the treatment of scrofula. Dr. Coe hol< 
iptisin in this affection, as one of the most benefici: 

I his directions, in order to derive benefit from i 
e given in small doses, and its employment persis 
th of tima 

; — " It should be alternated with occasional dosi 
and Leptandrin, and also with other alteratives. 1 
' the stimulant properties of the Baptism, it 



r 



Bates — Oh Bapttsia. Tinctona. 

valuable in all cold aod indolent conditions of the sy?l 
"usually accompany scrofula, white swelling, hip di 
eruptions of the akin, et;," 

ScAKLATiNA. — The baptisia has achieved quite a r 
domestic practice, as a remedy in scarlatina. It has bei 
internally, as a gargle, or wash for the mouth and 
doubt but that this agent will in many instances, 1 
valuable adjuvant in the treatment of this disease. E 
tions scarlatina maligna, as a disease, in which the 1: 
be found serviceable. Hesays, " in the varous forms o 
mercurial sore mouth, putrid sore thi-oat, scarlatina mali; 
fever, dysentery, and inflammation of the bowels, we 
Baptisin, one of the most powerful, and at the same 
antiseptic remedies in the mnge of the Uateria Medica 

Chbonio Rheumatism. — The baptisin has been re 
as a good remedy in the treatment of chronic rbeumat 

Alteratives are the most beneficial agents to be empl 
disease, and as this dn:^ la considered by many, as one 
prompt agents in respect to this property, much good 
ably be expected from its use in this malady. It will 
service to associate with it, iodide of potassium, or bl 
or, under certain circumstances, aconite, etc Dr. Co 
baptisin should not be used during the period of ute 
as it is capable of producing abortion, for which purj 
known it to be used by quacks and empirics. The di 
general health, is said, to be very great, when used 
quantities to produce this result 

51 Baptisin, 

Pul Gum Myrrh, 

Boiling Water, 

Infuse and strain. This, Dr. C. says is excellent in 
of the vagina, os uteri, and congestions and inflamma 
uterus and vagina generally, and for the relief of tl 
pro<luced by acrid menstrual discharges. 

Phthisis. — Prof W. Paine observes: — "In phtl 
great emaciation and debility exist, one or two grains 
administered two or three times a day, in connexion wit 
diet, and a moderate quantity of cod liver oil, prodt 
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influence." He says you may enquire whether the cod liver oil 
and nutritious diet, adminstered without baptisin, would not produce 
the^sanie result. His replication in answer to the inquiry, is, that 
h^ can positively assure you it Will not, in the majority of cases. 
He cites the following: case as an illustration. Mr. E. G., contract- 
ed a violent cold, and the disease became fully developed. He 
applied to his physician, who prescribed the ordinary treatment, 
together with cod liver oil. He grew rapidly worse, and in the 
course of six weeks the disease became so far advanced that hectic 
fever, night sweats and oedematoas extremities, indicated a near 
approaching dissolution. Upon consulting Dr. Paine, he prescribed 
one-half grain of baptisin four times a day, ajid the cod liver oil 
and dliet to be continued. As the result,' the night sweats, hectic 
lever, and other distressing symptoms disappeared ; and by the use 
of baptisin in connection with proper remedies his patient entirely 
recovered. He observes that he might refer to many other similar 
cases. He says that you will find in baptisin a most valuable aux- 
iliarj'- in the treatment of phthisis. It is always indicated, he says, 
when there is great debility, connected with much expectoration ; or 
when there are night sweats, copious discharges from the bowels, 
and debilitating perspiration, it will be found most beneficial. He 
maintains that it is also of great value in the same condition of the 
system connected with scrofulous affections. 

CtANGRENE. — Dr. Paine observes ; — " Another important in- 
fluence manifested by baptisin, is its power to arrest gangrene and 
mortification." He mentions a case which occurred in his practice ; 
it was that of a young man, with acute gastritis. He had been 
treated by a physician previous to Prof. Paine's seeing him, and the 
symptoms of gangrene unmistakable. In this condition he was 
called, and advised the use of baptisin, in doses of one-fourth of a 
grain every half hour, in connection with cloths wrung from hot 
whiskey, applied to the bowels. The effect, he says was salutary. 
The vomiting ol dark green matter soon ceased ; and the pulse, 
which was scarcely preceptible, soon became more full and regular, 
and by the use of proper auxiliary remedies the patient recovered. 
He observes, that he has in many cases observed like effects from 
the timely use of baptisin in early gangrena Hence, he says, in 
all cases where there is acute inflammation, which threatens to ter- 
minate in the dissolution of the structure of the part, baptisin may 



Bates — On Baptkia Tineioria. 

be used with good effects. He regards this agent 
only as an internal remedy, but also as a good extt 

Pro£ Paine's remarks are very positive, reJativ 
peutical powers and employment of baptisin, yet t 
moBy with those of many other authors, and servt 
iidence in this, hitherto, neglected remedy. 

External Application'. — Dr. Coe closes hi.s i 
remedy as follows ; "Externally, the Bapti-sin ad 
and beneficial range of application. Its peculiar anti 
renders ita valuable local remedy for erysipelatous a 
strumous and syphilitic ophthalmia, otorrhri.'a, 
mouth and throat, chancres, ulcerations of the cei 
nipples, mammary and other abscesses, inflamed 
all affections having a gangrenous tendency. To < 
dry powder may be applied, as in erysipelas, per 
ulceration of the cervix uteri, etc. 

For ophthalmia, otorrhcca, eta, it inaj' be made 
from one to four drachms being added to a pint o: 
The same ivill answer for injections into mammary 
scesses, and Tor the relief of fcetid vaginal diseharj 
application to tumors and inflamed glands, it may 
means of a suitable poultice, as of elm or flax-seed 
which may be sprinkled over with the Baptisin, 
manner it may be applied to open ulcers. For t 
scaly eruptions of the skin, it may be dissolved 
drachm to Jour ounces, or made info an ointment 
drachm to the ounce. Asa safe and reliable antisep 
the entire confidence of the profession. 

PIIEPAKATIOK.S, 
Fluid E^itract - - - - Dose, i to 
Baptisin - - - , i to 

TINCTURB OF WILD .INItHiO. 

Fluid Extract ■ - - ■ Two 
Diluted Alcohql . . . . C 
Dose — Two to four drams, 

INFUSION OF WILD INDIGO, 
Fluid Extract - - - - Oni 

"Water 

D08E— Half ounce every four hours. 
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GARGLE OF WILD iNDIGO. 

Fluid Extract .... Pour Ounces. 
Water - - - - - Twelve Ounces. 



EFFECTS OF BELLADONNA ON THE MAMMARY 

FUNCTION. 



BY J PARMKLY, M. D. 



On the 24th ult., I was called to conduct Mrs. F., through the process 
of premature delivery of a foetus of five months. No untoward symp- 
toms prevailed during the obstetricy. On the 26th the patient's breasts 
became tumid, hard and painful, and excreting a moderate amount of 
milk. The pulse was accelerated, the heat of the surface increased 
accompanied by cephalalgia and chills. The lochia however was nor- 
mal. To subdue this unequal distribution of the fluids, to restore organic 
harmony and prevent a mammary abscess were the paramount indica- 
tions. Instead of following the routine of application of long- tried 
antiph logistics, I made local use of the Ext. Belladonna manufactured 
by TiLDEN & Co., to test for myself the efficacy of this remedy in this 
affection, which relation has as yet occupied but a limited position in 
medical literature. On the 26th I applied the Ext. 3 j to the areola, 
making use of no other remedial agent except ordering my patient to 
lie as quietly as possible, and partake of a fair amount of common 
light diet, determined to test fairly and fully the virtue of belladonna 
as an anti galactic. On the morning of the 27th the perceptible con* 
dition was no different except much of the heat of the surface was sup- 
planted by a gentle perspiration. Ordered two drams of the Ext., to 
be rubbed over a greater extent of the breasts. The same regimen to 
to be continued. The 28th found the breasts considersbly softened and 
entirely free trom pain ; the excretion of milk had ceased and nearly all 
the unpleasant symptoms experienced one day before had entirely 
passed away. Continued the remedy a day or two longer, the patient 
making marked improvement. 

Shall we attribute this restoration to the medicine or to the natural 
resources unaided. In consideration of the supply to the mammary 
glands of nerves of animal lite and their relation to the sympathetic 
system of nerves, it is fair to conclude that the direct or remote ap- 
plication of an agent capable of changing the nervous currents would 
influence the natural functions of these organs. This is evinced by the 
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DIGITALIS IN DISEASE OP THE HEART. 



Dr. J. MiLNER FoTHXROiLL states {JSdin. Med. Jour,, April, 1869) 
that in hypertrophy/, digitalis is not indicated, although it may certainly 
relieve the result of it by producing a state of dangerous tonic con- 
traction ; except perhaps, when a very narrowed aortic orifice presents 
an almost insuperable obstruction. " In fact, the art of treating hyper- 
trophy consists in keeping the patient rather low and the circulation 
very tranquil, yet short of producing anaemia or debility" (Hope); and 
this can be more safely done by remedies, as antimony and aconite, 
which certainly directly lower the action of the heart, than by digitalis. 

In valvular lesions it is almost always indicated. In obstruction, by 

assisting the natural efforts of the heart to overcome that obstruction. 

n a case of aortic obstruction, with cerebral anaemia following when- 
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action of remedies strictly neurotic, and by the emotional states whether . ,^ i^^** 
excited or depressed. In belladonna lies the power of effecting the 
nervous system is evident from the quieting and soporific effects pro- . ^ fr ^P 
duced afler its administration and from the peripheral paralysis effected ' -; 'HI 
especially by its topical use. But as to the exact manner in which it . ^S^ 

acts as an an ti galactic, I have not learned that a generally accepted 
philosophy has been adduced; yet may we not reasonably conclude ' i 
from the general sedative effect of the medicine, that it acts by checking 
the electrical current producing a local paralysis of the nerves and there- ' '*f' 

by lessens the secreting power of the glandules of the mamma and the , 
determination of blood to this organ, all of which we conceive to de- ' !a^ 

pend upon nerve force. But why we should ascribe the power of ■.■!^ 

arresting the secretion of milk to this asent over others of the neurotic ' '^1^<^ 

class is mainly from the result of observation, as in fact, this is the only - oj 

means we have of deciding upon any of the phenomena of physiological ' ;':: 

action. That a special tendency exists in this remedy to produce local 
nervous depression, is illustrated in the dilatation of the pupil undoubt- 
edly by paralyzing the circular fibres of the iris, in the treatment of , 
incontinence of urine by the same effect upon the detrusor urinae, and- 7t 
in relaxing the rigidity of the os uteri when the remedy is applied to / ^) 
this part by relieving nervous irritability and consequently muscular «;^ 
tension. And until some other than the paralytic principle of the drug 
is discovered to have the eflect of lessening the lactic secretion, I shall i ; 
remain contented with the theory of its action. ■ \ 

Naples, N. Y. July 19/A. 1869. 
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ever over- exertion left the heart unequal to driving a sufficient column 
of blood through the narrowed orjfice, digitalis continued for a few days^ 
relieved the patient for months. In a case of pulmonary obstruction it 
relieved the symptoms, and produced the same effect in increasing the 
apex-beat, as in the more common aortic obstruction. In regurgitation 
through the mitral valve it is most useful ; the increased action of the 
ventricle (which may sometimes be shown by the sharp click of the 
pulmonary valves — skoda) is not lost through the comparatively short 
passage of the blood through the pulmonary circulation, and this vis a 
tergo is effective in, to some extent, opposing the r«*gurgitation. But in 
tricuspid regurgitation it, as well as anything else, seems useless. The 
increased action of the left ventricle is lost over the l^igth of the 
systemic circulation^ the venous regurgitation can in no way be con- 
trolled, and the case goes on from bad to worse rapidly, apparently- 
little influenced by remedies. In auriculo- ventricular regurgitation little 
good can be derived by direct stimulation of the auricles; auricular hy- 
pertrophy is comparatively rare, and possesses no great compensatory 
powers, because the auricles have no valves behind them. In mitral ob- ' 
struction it is of no use for the same reasons as in mitral regurgitation. 
In the rare cases of tricuspid obstruction it is probably of as little use 
as in tricuspid regurgitation, and for the same reasons. In aortic re- 
gurgitation it has been considered contra-indicated, the heart contracting 
sufficiently strongly without it, and from a fear of producing tonic spasm, 
which m^y never be followed by dilatation ; but in this case even we ' 
must be guided entirely by the state of the muncular walls ; if nature 
is conducting the conservative change to a sufficient length imassisted, 
no interference is indicated ; but if not, and there is a tendency in the , 
walls to yield, then digitalis is not contra-indicated. Pulmonary re- 
gurgitation, when it exists will require the application of the same rules 
as aortic regurgitation. " The importance of the existence or non- 
existence of valvular disease lies not in the injury it inflicts itself, as in 
the likelihood of the induction of the other lesions of the heart '^ 
(Chambers). 

In dilatation of the heart, whether simple or with hypertrophy, and 
with or without valvular lesions, digitalis is especially indicated. The 
thinner the muscular walls, and the feebler the contractions, the more 
imperatively is it demanded. 

In organic degeneration of the muscular tissue, I have above attempted 
to show the rationale of its use ; whether the explanation can stand or 
not, the fact can, that in cases where there was every reason to believe 
the muscular structure of the heart affected, irooi the presence of arcus 
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Diffiialie in Disease of tke Heart 

senilis,, and that haziness of the cbrneA aa if globult 
ed through its tissue generally, which makes the 
senilis still more significani:, a course of digitalis h 
.lasting benefit. 

While digitalis, by increasing the heart's action, 
' of blood to supply the waaie, and thus more or !■ 
resulta therefrom, still it Ih more desirable tha 
blood should be healthy blood ; and in cardiac deb 
frequently present. Now, from its known elTect i: 
hand, and the improved nutrition which results I 
other, in leaiona of nutrition of the heart as much 
iron is clearly indicated in conjunction with digital] 
done so as to secure the maximum amount of goo< 
be considered in the following section. 

Mode of AdminUtration. — Digitalis is usually 
modes — the powdered leaves, tincture and infusion 
always been considered to contain more particulat 
ciple, and therefore does not concern us here; whil 
more especially the tonic principle which acts up 
tincture is a ready and in some cases, most conven 
ing it; but it has these great drawbacks, it fori 
combination with iron, and its taste is objeotlonabl 
tage where it ia desirable that the patient contji 
some considerable time. Where, the patient ia d( 
convenient to prescribe the tincture, in a bitter inl 
is defective, or if necessary, with chloric ather, i 
diffusible stimulant. 

The most convenient form for general use is the pc 
1 cannot speak from experience. Of course, wh 
with iron, it will cembine with it in the stomach : bi 
consequence. Chronic disease of the heart is com 
probably as results, by constipated bowels, frequei 
mcnt of gas, and in a great proportion of cases, by 
catarrh. It is convenient, therefore, often to pre! 
sulphate of iron — one of the best preparations 
astringency acts favorably on the stomach — a little 
in the watery extract of aloes, pi!, aloe et niyri'h, ai 
(all of which form good pill masses, and this is nc 
Gouraging the practitioner in tiie use of pill medicii 
boweU require. Do not let the reader be temptei 
purgative is required, to mix pil. col. comp. wit' 
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ever to see the mass in actual pills, but use a little pulv. scam, co., or 
a little gamboge. Sulphate of iron, to be easily u^ed in a pill- mass, 
requires to be well dried, either in an oven or before a hot fire, so as to 
• become anhydrous. This combination I have found to be far the most 
^nvenient of all <orms of exhibiting digitalis, both as regards the 
patient's requirements and also its easy administration.' As a pill ; 
something like this — 5 Pulv. digitalis, gr. xv; fer. sulph. exsicc. gr. 
XXX, pulv. capsid, gr. xv; ext. al. aquos. q. s. in pil. xxx. div. — is desir- 
able ; and a pill should be taken after dinner and another meal, at the 
patient's or your option. The pills are well digested, and cause no in- 
convenience if, taken about half an hour after a meal. This form of 
using digitalis obviates the necessity of the patient twice a day rebell- 
ing against its unpleasant taste, and also does not cause any gastric 
derangement, which the tincture is charged with doing sometimes, 
though a free use of it has only brought one case, where it might possibly 
be blamed, under the writer's notice. In some cases it might seem de- 
sirable to administer the tincture in bitter infusion before food, and the 
iron after food — ^restorative remedies acting most powerfully when di- 
gested along with the food. 

In conclusion, let me say that a free, fair and impartial trial of dig- 
italis, in atonic conditions of the heart, is most desirable, as, if the above- 
announced view of it be correct, it is an agent which stands alone in 
our pharmacopoeia, and holds out hopes to the suffering patient which 
no other remedy can supply. — American Journal of Medical Sciences. 
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TREATMENT OF ACUTE RHEUMATISM. 



BY O. O. BURGESS, M. D, 



Manifestly the great object of treatment in this disease is the 
prevention of cardiac complications. There is no lack of remedies 
which have proved eminently successful in relieving the fever and in- 
flammation and abridging the duration of the disease ; yet the fact of 
the thousands who die annually from cardiac disease, is cited as proof, 
the profession has not jet discovered that treatment which will bring 
the patient through without implication of the heart. 

From a recently published report of the treatment of Acute Rheu- 
matism in the principal British Hospitals, it appears that there, as 
among the practitioners of this country, the alkaline remedies have 
gained the greatest share of confidence at the hands of the profession. 



/ 1 







«/ 



Treatment of Acute Rheumatism, 



278^ ■ 



But while Dr. Fuller, of St. George's Hospital, claims that the hemrt 
may be regarded as safe from attack after the patieAt has been under 
the. alkaline treatment for twenty four hours, no less an authority than 
Dr. Wilks, of Guy's hospital, says : " that it is by no means yet dte* * 
termined, that absence of articular symptoms, implies the less liability 
to cardiac disease ; or that, after the administration of these remedies 
which are supposed to shorten the disease, the heart more readily es- 
caped." He had had lately two patients who were taking half a drachm 
of the bicarbonate of potash every three hours, with the effect of render- 
ing the urine alkaline, and lessening the pain in the joints, in about two 
days, and yet acute pericarditis appeared in both patients on the third 
day. He had fully tried all the various methods of treatment, and his 
difficulty was, not that they did not succeed, but that they all sometimes 
failed ; and while he could endorse the statement made by enthusiastic 
supporters of each particular remedy, he still entertained a doubt as to 
the best method of treatment. 

The results of the alkaline treatment, however, as administered by 
Dr. Fuller, presents a more favorable picture ; and as regards both 
security from heart-implications and duration of the disease, are better 
than those of any other of the hospitals reported upon. In December, 
1862, Dr. Fuller stated that his experience embraced, up to that time, 
one hundred and ninety- four cases, and that in no single instance had 
any heart affection occurred after the patient had been under treatment 
for twenty four hours. He now states that during the whole course of 
his hospital experience, he has seen but two instances in which either the 
endocardium or the pericardium became inflamed after the treatment 
had been continued for twenty four hours, and in one of these the al- 
kalies had been imprudently abandoned, under the belief that the patient 
was convalescent. His plan is to push the alkalies as rapidly as possible 
to the point of producing alkalinity of the urine, and then to continue 
them in doses sufficient to maintain that condition, adding quinine or 
the preparations of cinchona, and cautiously diminishing the quantity 
of alkali day by day as the tongue cleans and the other symptoms sub- 
side. He also lays parlicular stress upon diet, insisting upon strict ab- 
stinence from solid food until the tongue is quite clean, and keeping the 
patient upon beef tea or broth until the point is reached. He does not 
object to stimulants, cautiously administered, when they appear to be 
needed. 

In view of the tendency of the local manifestations of the disease to 
move about from joint to joint, and to the structures of the heart and 
other organs, it has always seemed to the writer, to be an important 

18 
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matter to at least, do nothing that would be likely to increase this 
tendency. Without admitting the idea of actaal metastasis, the question 
is, whether active interference, by means of topical applications, with 
the inflammation localized in the joints, may not disperse it only to re- 
appear in other localities, including the heart, which otherwise might 
not have been affected. While it is true that these inflammatory 
symptoms may change places under any circumstances, yet it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that if their coarse in one location, be cut short 
by topical means, while the condition of the blood is such that they 
must inevitably reappear elsewhere, there is more danger of this mi- 
gration to the heart than there would be if no such abortive means 
were used. 

Carrying this idea into practice, I have now treated eighty-seven cases 
of acute rheumatism, absolutely without local applications to the in- 
flamed joints of any kind whatever ; and no implication of either the 
endocardium or pericardium, nor any other complication has occurred 
in a single instance. The general treatment has been essentially the 
alkaline, relief from pain being secured by the free use of opiates. 
The arthritic inflammation has never been excessive, nor prolonged be- 
yond the average time of its disappearance under the usual methods of 
treatment. One of these cases was that of a young man who had pre- 
viously suffered from acute rheumatic pericarditis, but although several 
of the joints were severely inflamed, the heart escaped under this method 
of treatment, without the slightest implication. — CaL Med, Oagette. — 
Cincinnati Medical Repertory, 
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BROMIDE OF POTASSIUM IN TETANUS. 



It has been my fortune during the past year to have two cases ot 
general tetanus and one of marked trismus under my care at the City 
Hospital. The first occurred during the excessive heat of last July in 
a girl of 17, who had suffered a crushing injury of the foot, requiring 
Chopart'a operation. 

The treatment was by morphia, death resulting on the eighth day 
afler the occurrence of the tetanic symptoms. This case was reported 
at length in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^ Sept. 17, 1868. 

The second case was as follows. A Portuguese carpenter, 44 years 
old, fell from a staging. May 12th, 1869, producing a fracture of the 
right thigh, in which crepitus was found at two points six inches apart, 
with much shortening before extension was applied. There was also a 
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aoalp wound. This man was, during the first week, Id a depreaa- ■. 
thargio condition, answering when roused, disinclined for food, ' 
irei^ueQtly moaning although deojiog pain, and with a very feeble pnlse. 
Pupils responding to light. On the eighth day there was first remarked 
an inability to open the mouth fairly, aooompaoied with stiffness of the ' 
neck. Next day the trismus had become very marked, so that tlie JawB 
bould only be separated about a quarter of an inch : there was also 
oedema of the neok and of the left side of the face, with an erysipelatous 
blush behind the ear. The head could not lie moved without causing 
great sufferiog. This state of things continued four days, the patient 
being fed every hour with small amouncs of milk, beef-tea and wine, 
Alternately. He also took cme drachm of solution of morphia every 
«x hours. On the sixth day from the occurrence of trismus there was 
XSL inaprovement in all respects, which continued from day to day until, 
on the 1st of -June, all tetanic symptoms had disappeared. 

The third case was of a carpenter, 17 years old, admitted June 6tfa, 
1669. He reported that two weeks previous, the base of great toe of 
left foot was punctured by a nail, and that, three days afber, he had 
ptunful stiffness of the jaw, neck and back, which had continued to grow 
worse. Examination of foot showed only a slightly red point at the 
place he had indicated. 

His condition was one of well marked general tetanus. Opisthotonos. 
Neck, abdomen and 1^ rigid. Movements of arms quite free. Jaws 
«ould be separated only about a quarter of an inch, but patient could 
swallow. Sardonic grin very marked. Pulse 130. Bowels constipated. 
Occasional spasms, causing the patient to cry out. He was ordered 
one drop of croton oil, to be repeated if necessary, and to be followed 
by liq. morphia 3 ii. every four hours, with beef tea and whisky at 
short intervals. 

June 8di. — Condition rather worse. Convulsions more frequent 
Trunk as rigid ns if frozen. Legs immovable. Abund«it sweating 
accompanied by a miliary eruption. No effect from three drops of 
croton oil. Enema tube could not be forced through the sphincter ex- 
oept under ether. Could still swallow, and use his arms. He was 
ordered bromide of potassium ^ii. every hour, continuing beef tea and 
whisky, and omitting morphia. The next day a slight improvement 
was noted. Convulsions were less Irequent, and the legs could be flex 
ed by using a giod deal of force. The pulse had fallen to 65, at about 
which point it subsequently remained. The intelligence was dulled, 
but the patient took his tbod and medicine without much difficulty. 
From this time the amendment was progressive, convulsions ceasing 
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entirely, and the rigidity of neck, back, jaws, legs and abdomen 
diminishing daily, and for the most part in the order named. As this 
improvement cbntinued, the bromide of potassium was given less and 
^ess frequently, until July 1st, when it was omitted entirely. The 
amount taken during twenty- one days was not far from twelve ounces. 
During the first two days two scruples were given forty -two times. 
The only effects observed, other than a subsidence of tetanus, were dul 
ness of the intellect, and slowness of the pulse. On the 4th of July 
the patient was discharged well. Geo. Derby, M. D. 

-^Boston Medical Surgical Journal^ July 1869, p. 452. 
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A NEW BELLADONNA PLASTER. 



To THE Editors of the Pharmaceutical Journal : 

Gentlemen, — ^Your corespondent, Mr. Gissing. in the last number, 
asks for certain information relative to the extract of belladonna now in 
use for making the emplastrum belladonnse of the British Pharmacopoeia, 
which I am not able to give ; . but, as belladonna plaster has for some 
time occupied my attention, it may, perhaps interest Mr. Gissing, or 
other of your readers, to know how much better a plaster can be pro- 
duced by the use of resinous extract of belladonna root than that made 
with the spirituous extract of the leaf. 

Instead of the dark, nasty preparation of the pharmacopoeia, I obtain 
a beautiful plaster, somewhat resembling empel. cerat. sapon., which 
adheres very nicely, requiring no adhesive margin, neither does it run 
nor exude, so that it may be worn a month or longer without staining 
the linen or producing any discomfort whatever. 

When this plaster is made with a third of its weight of pure extract 
it is remarkably soothing and judging by my own experience, I think 
it promotes quiet and refreshing sleep. 

I am not aware that the extract of the root has ever been used in this 
way before, but I think it must commend itself to every pharmacist, 
as, besides being cleaner, the root is alwa} s more to be relied on for 
medical activity than any other part of the plant. ;^ 

I am, gentlemen, yours respectfully, 

John Balmer. 

205 St. John Street Road, London, E. C, April 20, 1869. 
— London Fharm Jour., May, 1869. — American Journal of Pharmacy, 

♦A process analogous to this has been in use for some time past in Philadelphia^ 
and the Pharmocopcpia Committee of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy bave- 
adopted the extract of the root of belladonna as the basis of belladonna plaster in 
their revision. — Editor A. J. Pharm. 
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.8E OF THREATENED ABORTION AT 63^ 
MONTHS. 

TREATED BT DR. K. U. TURNBR, OBSBO, UICH, 

M : Clinical history. Found her antemio, and with uterine 

aalogous to those which are present at the commeooement of 
t term. 

Kime weeks previous to her attack she felt Bufibosted at times, 
appetie and strength gradually failed. Her blood did not f&- 
I requisite amount of oxygen, and thus vital action was not 
y sustained. Her system gradually lost its tone, and the fcetus 
wet^l(. it did not receive its share of nourishment from the 

'cetus in utero must have oxygen as much as when out to sub- 

vital action and healthy development. 

lis case the tendency to abortion was caused by the insufficient 
of oxygen in the blood of the woman. 

to prevent abortion taking plac6 under such circumstances we 

use medicines that restore the oxygen in the blood. 

tntrol uterine paius I ordered Uie following : 

tr. Opii, 3 i. - 

Flour Starch, 3 ii. 

ima, 3. Kepeat pro le nata. 

red the following to oxygenate the blood. 

Chlorate Potassii, gr. x. 

times per day. 

Iron by Hydrogen, gr. iii. 

times a day. 

ir this treatment her appetite and general strength became good 

„ more symptoms of suflbcatlon, and was able to take charge of 

tier household afiairs. And atber arriving at full term was delivered of 
« fine healthy babe. 

This woman in two previous pregnan<»e8 aborted at the 6th month, 
and her attending physician said it was impossible for her to have 
a. Jiving child. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medioa. 

Rbtbntioh OF Ubihk. — Dr. J. H. Citrtis, of Kansas City, Mo., re- 
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lutes the followipg singular case in the Chicago Med. ExarAtner: 
" Kate H., 14 years of age, lives near Wyandotte, Kansas ; brought to 
the office September 3, 1868 ; has pale sallow complexion ; tongue pale, 
flabby, and heavily coated ; pulse regular, and not too rapid ; abdomen 
but very little enlarged, and without tympanitis, and without tendemesa 
or pain. But complains of some pain, with a curious feeling in head ^ 
has never menstruated ; bowels regular, but without any desire to mic- 
turate. There is a very considerable increase of size about the pelvic 
region, with a spreading of the hips like a woman in the last stage of 
pregnancy, but wtihout any evidence of dropsical effusion, either in the 
cavities or cellular tissues. Declares positively she has not voided a 
drop of urine for four weeks and four days ; her statement is corrob- 
orated by her mother, who has been with her constantly, watching her 
closely when she would go out to stool, and asserts it has been absolutely 
impossible for her to have passed any urine without her knowing it ; 
and for thirty- two days not one drop of water had passed from her aa 
urine. Has been under treatment a number of weeks from three or 
four doctors in their neighborhood, but without any benelt ; catheterism 
having been tried twice without any result. 

Tgave her immediately fl. ex. hydrangea, 3 iss., to be repeated every 
three hours, and to be followed in one and a half hour with powder of 
calomel, grs. xx., to be repeated at. the same intervals afcer each dose 
of the hydrangea, until the bowels should be well moved. In fourteen 
hours after she had taken five doses of the fl. ex. and four powders, and 
before the bowels had moved, afler suffering the most intense pain for 
an hour previous, she passed three and a half quarts of very clear color- 
less urine; the bowels were well moved in an hour or two afterwards , 
and in six hours she again voided four quarts more of the pellucid-look- 
ing water by which she was entirely relieved. In two weeks complete 
convalescence was established, by the use of pil. hydrarg. every third 
night, and the use of nit. potass, and soda bicarb, solution every three 
hours during the daytime. — Druggists^ Circular and Chem, ChzeUe. 



Muriate op Ammonia as a Remedy. — Dr. Cholmelev » » » ♦ 
confirms the observation of Dr. Anstie in a paper in the December 
number of the Practitioner, as to the great efficacy of the muriate of 
ammonia as a remedy for neuralgia and myalgic pain. But Dr. ChoV 
meley goes on to say that with regard to a matter on which Dr Anstie 
spoke more doubtfully; — the efficacy, namely, which certain authors 
have ascribed to this drug as an emmenagogue — he has formed from a 
large experience a decided opinion in favor of the utility of this medi- 
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ciiie* He i$ oonvinced that in a very large number of cases of absent 

oi^ suppressed menstruation, muriate of ammonia acts in a very direct 

,and powerful manner in establishing or restoring the flux. Dr. Choi- 

meley has now experimented with the muriate, in doses of 10 to 20 

grains, in so large a number of hospital and dispensary patients, that 

he cannot suppose there is any room for fallacy in this conclusion. — 

Practitioner, ' 

Since the date (the editors of the Practitioner add) at which the paper 

referred to by Dr. Cholmeley was written, we had occasion to employ 

the muriate of ammonia in two cases of amenorrhoea, with apparently 

very striking and direct results of a curative kind. As yet, however, 

we must confess ourselves unable to Jay down any definite rules as to 

the class of cases to which it is applicable with the best chance of suc^ 

cess, beyond a general idea that it acts best in persons not anaemic, but 

possessing a weak and mobile nervous system. — Boston Medical and 

Surgical Journal, June 1869, p. 386. 



Sponge Tents. — By J. B. Hough, M. D., Ridgeville, Ohio. — Know- 
ing the fact that absolute or strong alcohol will quickly set the fibres o f 
common sponge, after having been moulded or compressed into any 
given size or shape, 1 was led to the following quick and easy method 
of preparing sponge tents, tampons, &c. : — 

The sponge is first thoroughly 'moistened with water and pressed afis 
dry as the strength of the hand will permit : then having formed it into 
the desired shape and siz^ by the hand, or by pressing into a quill or 
any other tube or mould, it is immersed into the alcohol. If the spirit 
is sufficiently strong (90 to 100 per ct.) the sponge is immediate li/ set 
info the given shape, which it retains perfectly after the pressure or 
mould is removeck It is then hard, firm and inflexible, and may be 
trimmed to a sharp point or any other desired shape. 

To restore it to its former size and shape it is only necess^ary to 
moisten it with a few drops of water. The alcohol sets the sponge 
perfectly, whether the amount of compression be much or little, so thkt 
the degree of dilitation, attainable by the use of tents thus prepared, 
will of course depend upon the size after moulding and the degree of 
pressure used. As this process of preparation works perfectly and' 
without delay, its advantages are obvious — Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal, July 1869, p. 460. — Cin Lnncet and Observer, 



Pbrchloridb of iron in Urinary Diseases. — Dr. Lionel S. Be ale 
Jias advocated the use of the aqueous solution of perchloride of iroii it^ 
diseases of the urinary organs. He believes it to be efficacious as the 
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tincture, whLlo at the same time it is oheuper. Dj*. Beale is satif 
' the adtrantag« of ^'i^ proaence of free acid, and in cases of ir. 
bladder usee the followiog combination; in this case, howevei 
'SLitiiting the tincture fur the aqueous eoliftioD : 

Brit. Pharm. 

R Tr. Ferri Perchlor min. x to 3 as. 

Acid. Iljdrochlor, dU min. x to 3 as. 

Tr, Ilyoacyami min. x to 3 sa, 

Sp. Chloroform 3 ss. 

Inf. Quassiscad 5 J t« § >s- 

Mix. To bo taken twice » day, at 11 and 4 o'clock. — Dm 
Circular and Ckemieal' Gazette. 

Employmbkt of Glvobrine of Tassik. — Dr Sydney Ringor 
Practitioner') states this preparation of tannic is very useful in 
disea-<os. It i« m.t laid down in the U. S. Dispensatory, but A' 
Wiihltuuh, M. D.. alludoa to the following formula for its prepi 
in the Dirtionanj of Mat. Med. and Ther.: R Gallic Acid, 
Gly<«rine, f 5 iv- Kub and heat. In ozrena, thisoombiaationis 
prized by Dr. Uiiiger. Tie also recommends it in the thin aanii 
thicker purulent discharge from the nostrils which aometimes ( 
atter meaxles and scarlatina ; in the ubatruction of the nose freqi 
Syphilitic children. The purulent discharge from the ears, so ofti 
with in unhealthy children, can be stopped at odck by filling up 
tevnal meatus with this preparation. If there be acute inflamma 
the meatus, this should be relieved before using the taimin. — Dru 
C'rmilarand Chemical Gazette. August 1869, p. 134. 

Fish as an Article of Food. — Professor Agassiz, in his addr 
fore the Committee of the Legislature of Massachu«ttF,.on the 
gatiiin and preservation of fishes, sajs, as reported in the Boston 
iinl : 'The fish enters largely into the requisitions ot the huma 
tern. It is a kind <.f food which refreshes the system, especially 
intellrctual fatigue. There is no other article of lijod that suppl 
waste of (he head so thoroughly a^ fish diet; and the evidence < 
in the fact that all the inhabitants of the aeashorea the world ov 
the brighter pi>pu)ation of the country. Fish contains phosphon 
large extenr, a chemical clement which the brain requires for f 
and health. He would not say than an exclusive use of fish 
make a blockhead a wise man, but that the brain should not bow 
ill one of its essential elements.'" — {Si. Louh Medical Repor. 
Dental Cosmna, August ISfiyjo. 445. 
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KONio Catarkh. — Give tire mioim dosea of tmcture of BoomM 
' four hours. Opium has a similar action in such cases. Dr S 
s. p. S8.) — BimilkviaMt Retrotpeet. 

luuTH vfi Ihdioestion. — W. F. McNnn, M. D., of San Fraocisoo, 
\^Cal. Med. Oaxetle) believe that bismuth is a local auKsUietie to ^"i 

thomach, as generally regarded by practitioners. His expenenoe ) 

e administration of bismuth has led him to think that its efficacy ^ 

e almost entirely to its chemical action upon sulphuretted hydrogen i 4 

ated in the bowels. Bismuth not only destroys the 'sulphuretted 
}gen present in the bowels, but is an antiseptic to abluminoua 
its, preventing their putrid decomposition. He administers to 
ats, suffering from nervous derangement caused by undigested food 
e stomach, this drug in doses from fire to ten grains and quiet 
follows. Bismuth combined with Dover's powder has a happy 
when the former does not act as anticipated. — Medical Record — 
'^M(g' Circular and Chemical Gazette, Aug. 1869, p. 134. 

iMOVAL ov THE Odor of Carbolic Acid. — A correspondent of the t^ 

U says: "The disagreeable odor left by carbolic acid can be 
ly removed by means of chloride of lime or Condy'a fluid ' — 
li Cogmot, Aug. 1869, p. 444. 

EATUENT IN DiARRHiEA OF Infants. — Dr. Smith {Med. Newe and 
'■ry), in bis valuable papers on the " Wastlog Diseases of Infants 
-hiidren," recommends the following prescription, if the bowels 
«her loose, with dark, slimy, offensive stools ; 

|& Tinot. Opii, '. . . . m viii. 

Ol. Ricini, 3 j. 

Syrupi Zingib, 

Mucilag. Acaeiee, aa ^ j. 

M. S. A ttaspoonful three timts daily. In the screaming fits, ac 
■companied by constipation, this combination of castor-oil with laudanum 
is very valuable. — Mediea. Record. — Druggist^ Circular and Chemical 
&azetU. 

PoTisa.E CiiLORAS IN DvsBNTBRr. — At the Rudolf Hospital, Vienna ^ 

tho above-named remedy has been used by enema in two cases of 
dysentery with excellent results — blood ceiised to appear in the de 
jections after the first elysma. They used potas. chlor. ser. j ad aq 
destil., dr. \y— Wiener Med. Frees. No. 38, \^&B— California. Medical 
Gazette. 



\ J 



282 The Jouriml of Maieria Medico. 

Ungubkt fob fiBONCiiocELE. — ^Prof, James R. Wood, of New York, 
extols the following formula as an ointment in bronchooele and other 
glandular tumors : , 

^ Ung. stramonii, | ij. 

Ext. conii, 3 ij* 

lodid. potassii, 3 U- 

lodini, Rf • 3c. 

— Detroit Review of Medicine and Pharmacy, July 1869, p. 393. 



ESSBNCK OF TUBPKNTINK IN THE TbEATMENT OF WoUHDS. It is Stated 

in Archiv. Med. Beiges that essence of turpentine has lately proved the 
only successful measure against the -progress of hospital gangrene. All 
other substances were tried in vain. Thus the wounds being well 
washed, they were dressed with lint steeped in essence of turpentine, 
and they very rapidly became healthy and healed. — Practitioner, April, 
1869. — American Journal of the Medical Sciences, 



Herpes Zoster. — [sometimes Syphilitic.) In syphilitic herpes zoster 
the patches are located exactly as are those of common hei-pes zoster, 
and are as clearly under the influence of nerve distribution. But these 
cases differ from the common herpes zoster in that the eruption is usual- 
ly on both sides of the trunk and on other parts of the body. It may 
also last much longer than common herpes zoster does. Mr. J. Hutch- 
inson, p. 186.) — Braithwaite's Retrospect. 



Liquor ammonite Fortis for Snake Bises. — Doses. For an .adult, 
35 drops in 4J tolas of water (a wiueglassful) ; 12 to 15 years old, 20 
to 25 drops in 2^ ditto; 8 to 12 years old, 15 to 20 drops in 2 ditto ; 
4 to H years old, 10 to 15 drops in 1^ ditto; infants to 4 years old, 3 
to 10 drops in 1^ ditto. — London Journ. of Pharm. — Druggists* 
Circular and Chemical Gazette. August 1869, p. 135. 



Male Fern vs. T^nia. — Prof. ChristisoN declares the ethereal 
extract of male fern better than kousso or any other remedy for tsBnia. 
He has never failed with it. lie gives it in doses of from 18 to 24 
grains in syrup or emulsion ; and repeats it at the end of a month or 
six weeks by way of. making sure of his work. The worm never comes 
away alive. — Boston Medical and Surgical Journal^ June 1869, p. 381. 



Chronic Gonorrhcea. — Glycerine of Tannin. — The following in- 
jection is of great service in cases of gleet and chronic gonorrhoea: — 



»/' 



Qlf oerine of tannin, three ounoes ;- olive oil and mucnlage, 
onnoe. If used in the ooute eta^ of the disease it shoali 
Tith equal parts of mucilage. — Mr. J. D. Hill, p. 102.) — . 
Retrotpeet, 



E^HotUl. 



IMPOBTANT TO PB0FE8SI0NAL MEI 
CHANTS, PLANTERS, FARMERS, A 
IMMIGRANTS, 

AHD TO THOeS ABROAD DBStROnB Or IN FORUATIOH WITH r: 

The Vegetable and Agrionltnial BeBomoeB of the Sent 

Resources of the Southern Fields and i 

MEDICAL, BCONOHIOAL AND AORICITLTURAL; 

Being also a Medical Botany of the Southern States; with 
formation on the useful properties of the Trees, Plants ai 
By Francib Pbtrb Porckbr, M. D. 

From the Charleston Covritr, Jul^ 28th, 1869. 

PORCHER'S RESOURCES OF THE SO 

The title of this well Icnown and valuable volume, is a coi 
one, and fully conveys the idea of its contents. It develoj: 
porta to do, the resouroeB of the Southern fields and fores 
commercial and agricultural;" and provides a complei 
botany of the Southern States," far more comprehensive t 
published — having, in fact, the advantage of using all prev 
tions — of which Dr. Porcher has made excellent use, 
practical information, of the most valuable liind, in respect 
ful properties of the trees, plants and shrubs," abounding ei 
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the tropical vegetation of the South. 

, All t)ie conditions of this protdise of the title are fulfilled in the pag^s 
of this copious and most valuable volume ; and, v^hether we consider 
the politician, the planter, the speculator, the housekeeper, or th^ simple 
citizen, this should be a household book with all In brief, it takes 
rank with absolutely necessary histories of the country ; and where they 
exhibit little else than the strifes, the struggles, the wars, and the 
miserable politics of society, this volume throws us back upon God: 
shows us what have been the blessings and bounties we owe to his hands ; 
shows us where to turn for resource at the hour of need ; shows th^, 
statesman how be^t to calculate the probable products of the soil ; the 
farmer how to avail himself of its natural productions ; the domestic 
mediciner how to meet the emergencies of disease, from his native woods ; 
and the domestic economist how to fimd, in probably the most miserable 
wood, an herb of grace as well as utility, giving relief to his pains, and 
savor to his soups. 

Dr. PoRCHBR brought to his task all the essentials of study, science, 
thought and medical training so essential to the work. For 12 years, 
as physician and surgeon, he had dwelt in charge of the hospitals, en- 
joying daily opportunities for experimental investigations in Therapeu- 
tics and Practical Medicine. He made the best use of these opportuni- 
ties ; of most incorrigible industry, his experiments were conducted 
UiTv^ugh the nicest details, and subjected to all the most scientific tests. 
He was at once scientifically and practically a naturalist; an explorer 
of woods and forests ; an analyst of shrubs, roots and herbs — gifted 
with a happy quickness in discriminating them, and an equally happy 
art in discovering their medicinal and other qualities. 

Nor, in these studies in the open fields, did he limit himself to the 
teachings simply of material nature. He was well read in the best books 
of science, and tested their alleged truths by his own experience. The 
catalogue of scientific works which he has examined, constitutes, of it- 
self a most capacious library. From the woods, fields and forests, the 
swamp and the rocks, from the writings of learned men, he turned a- 
gain to contemporary authority, and sought from the individual citizen, 
the forester, the farmer and planter, and old housekeepers, all that they 
could tell of their own discoveries in the domestic province. There 
were, and still are, a thousand simple secrets of old people, of the red 
men and of the negro, which yield remedies against hunger and disease 
of which science as yet knows nothing. 

With curious search and industry Dr. Porcher. sought out and fol- 
lowed all the clues, through whatever medium, which might conduct 
hini to the new truth ; and the result is, this most copious and com- 
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prehensile dictionary of Southern resource; whether for peace or war, 
for health or disease, for toil to prbcure and art to manipulate and re-, 
duce to human use. 

Whether, as regards staple or farm culture, the proper modes for 
raising cotton, rice, sugar, indigo, corn and the cereals, or the humWer 
ambition of the fruit, vegetable and garden grower, in all of these our 
author has been almost equally solicitous to procure the completest 
information and give the wisest counsel. No interest is overlooked, hard- 
ly a single object of use, however unknown or however much despised, 
and the volume rises into the rank of a history, as essential to that of 
the South in general, as any that teaches the progress of society and 
its experiences through the two hundred years of its past existence. The 
bt>ok may and should be kept alongside the State's history of its civil 
and military affairs : of its growth and development in human respects 
and character. It provides a fitting auxiliary and companion volume to 
every such history in each of the Southern States. 

The style of the author is clear and unaffected, neat and sufficiently 
compact. He seldom falls below his subject, and exhibits no vain am- 
bition to rise above it. In his preface, he narrates the manner of his 
progress, without assumption as without disguise. The alphabetical 
index to the common names of plants will gratefully meet the needs of 
the simply practical, while. the index of botanical names of genera and 
species, will satisfy the scientific student, to whom the common names 
may be unfamiliar. These indexes are valuable additions to the work, 
necessary, in fact, in a volume so crowded with its thousand topics not 
one of which is without its interest and value to the people of the South. 
It should be in the library of every Southern household and deserves 
to be well thumbed. 

The volume, beautifully printed on fine paper, with a clear new style 
is from the press of Messrs. Walker, Evans and Cogswell^ who have 
acquitted themselves of their share of the work with the most com- 
mendable skill, neatness and good taste. It is a large octavo, neatly 
bound, and contains more than seven hundred pages of letter press. 
Such a publication is highly honorable to our local literature, especially 
when we consider under what circumstances it was originally prepared 
and under what discouraging aspects of society, it has been republished 
in such handsome costume. 



Fi'om Charleston Daikj News, July 2Sth. 

OUR FIELDS AND FORESTS. 
We are glad that Dr. Porchbr has met sufficient encouragement to 
warrant him in issuing a second edition of his very valuable work. The 



/ 



<' 



286 ' Editbrial. 



book Was written and published during the late war, bj direction of the 
Surgeon General ; and what with a small edition originally printed, and 
the general destruction by the war of every species of book, the work 
had already become rare, and much sought after. We are pleased, 
therefore, now to see our old friends reappear, and dressed in splendid 
paper, typography and binding, by those famed literary tailors, whose 
names appear at the foot of the title page. 

A book like this is a great desideratum here at this time. The war, 
from necessity, threw our people largely upon their own resource?, and 
long forgotten " domestic remedies " were again brought from their ob- 
scure recesses. So with valuable dye stuffs, seeds, grains and material 
for fine textile fabrics. Dr. Porchbr, in this book, points out and de- 
scribes, both for the learned and unlearned reader, no less than five 
hundred substances, possessing every variety of usefvl quality, all to be 
found within the limits of the Southern States, and for all of which, be 
it remembered, there is a ready market. Here, then, are vast un- 
developed resources, and likely to remain undeveloped, at least in a 
great measure, for the want of intelligent guidance. Not long since the 
writer endeavored to procure a book that should contain directions for 
the unlearned, how to gather and prepare such of these indigenous roots, 
herbs, leaves, barks, seeds, dec, as are sought for in the markets of the 
world ; but afler considerable inquiry he found that there is no book 
(extant that gives such information. Dr. Porchbb's book contains this 
information, with minute directions where to find, and when to gather 
the articles described. We can confidently say that it is the very best 
treatise on this subject to be had in the United States. 

Some of our readers in the interior may be surprised to learn that 
herbs, weeds, and other such " trash," that th^y have seen " run to seed " 
all their lives, should have a remarkable value. Such, however, is the 
case. 



NOTICE OF FIRST EDITION. 

OPINION OF MR. RAVENEL, AS EXPRESSED IN A LETTER 

TO THE AUTHOR. 

On the whole, I have been surprised at its general accuracy and iTee- 
from typographical errors, knowing its 1 do from experience, how 
difficult it is for printers to be correct in scientific terms. The con-' 
nection between practical medicine and Botany opens a vast, very vast, 
and almost unexplored field, and your book lays the foundation for its 
study and application. It will take its place as a standard work on that 
subject, and in course of time will need corrections, additions and 
amendments. 



From H W RAVENEL, {one of the most dtstinguished authorities 
on questions of Natural Science at the South, 

The title indicates the scope of its object. It is to bring to notice the 
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resources of our fields and forests, for mediotfl, eoonomicid and ag- 
ricultural purposes. 

Dr. Porcher's previous researches and studies had well qualified him 
him for such labors. His publications on our indigenous materia medica 
had familiarized him with his subject, and enabled him to use to ad- 
vantage a vast amount of material which he had thus collected. An 
extensive practice in the citj of Charleston and the occupation of the 
Chair of Materia Medica in one of the Preparatory Schools, gave him 
ample opportunities of knowing and testing the various resources of the 
profession, both mineral and vegetable, whilst his fondness for the natural 
sciences, combined with some familiarity with botany, enabled him to 
apply his knowledge to the best advantage. 

Soon after the fall of Norfolk, where he occupied the place of Hospital 
Surgeon, he was relieved from duty in the field, and under direction of 
the Sur^i^eon General, had this duty assigned him. A better selection 
could not have been made. 



FROM LONDON INDEX, (Eko.) 

The Charleston Courier has an article on " our Botanical Resources," 
in which it notices a book entitled " Resources of the Southern Fields 
and Forests, etc., etc., by Francis Peyre Porcher, Surgeon. Prepared 
and published by order of the Surgeon General, Richmond, Va. 

Dr. F. P. Porcher gives an account of 400 substances possessing 
every variety of useful quality. The list includes textile fibres, grains, 
seeds, oils, gums, resins, dyes, starch, acids, liquors, materials for paper 
and cordage, medicines of all qualities, wood for all uses, &c. Truly 
the resources of such a country, in the hands of such a people, are 
wonderful, and its natural riches inexhaustible. 



N. B. — ^This work contains 740 pages, and is bound in best muslin at 
the low price of $3.50. If any of our readers desire the work, we will 
forward it upon the recipt of the price, postage paid. 



HEMI CRANIA OR SICK HEADACHE. 



Nashville, Tenn. Aug. 20th 1869. 
Editors Journal Materia Medica : 

In your Journal for August I see an article on " Hemicrania or 
Sick Headache " and I thought my experience might be of benefit to 
your readers. I have been subject to " Spells " of this painful disease 
for several years and never found a remedy I could rely on as giving 
quicK and permanent relief till two years ago. I then had an extra- 
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y4iervou9ness to such an extent that I could hardly have written iny own 

/ name, with the most excruciating pain I ever felt. I .was almost a 

i maniac. I left my office and went home to my wife where I knew 1 

^/-S ordinarily severe attack, throbbing in the temples, cold extremities, 

would receive the sympathy and attention that only a wife can give. 

As soon as I reached home it occurred to me that ice rubbed on my 
head would afford some relief. My wife took a piece weighing a pound 
or two and under my direction wrapped a towel around it, and while I 
lay upon the bed with my head elevated on pillows, she commenced 
rubbing briskly with the ice all over the head and kept it up for fiA;een 
minutes 'when I found the pain all gone, and soon I was fast asleep and 
did not awake for an hour. When I did awake I felt refreshed witk 
not a symptom of headache left. 

I have since used the same remedy repeatedly, and always with 'the 
happiest results. If you think mankind would be benefited, you can 
publish this in the Journal of Materia Medica. 

Yours truly, J. R, Harwel, 




I 



CAMPHOR TO EXPEL MOSQUITOES. 

" A writer in a South Carolina paper says : ' I have tried the follow- 
ing, and find it works like a charm. Take of gum camphor a piece 
about one-third the size of an egg, and evaporate it by placing it in a 
tin vessel, and holding it over a lamp or candle, taking care that it does, 
not ignite. The smoke will soon fill the room, and expel the mosquitoes . 
One night I was terribly annoyed by them, when I thought of and tried 
the above, afler which I never saw nor heard them at night, and the 
next morning there was not one to be found in the room, though the 
window had been left open all night.' " 



GOITRE. 



— Hypodermic Injection of Iodine, — The author treats goitre by hypo- 
dermic injections of iodine. He began with four or five drops of the 
tincture and gradually increased the quantity, repeating the in jections 
every eight dajs or so. (Prof. A. Liicke, p. 227.) — Braithwaiie^s Be- 
trospect. 
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HUMULUS LUPULUS. 



{The Common Hojy.) 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



Natural Order. — Urticaceae, Linn. 
Natural Order. — Urticae, Juss, 
Natural Order. — ScabridoD, formerly. 

This plant is found in the Sexual System, in class Dicecia^ and 
in order Peniandria. 

Generic Character. — Staminate flowers. — Calj^x 5 parted: 
corolla none : anthers with 2 pores at the extremity. Pistillate 
flowers— scales entire, oblique, spreading: styles 2: nut 1, within 
the leaf like scale : inQorescence strobile form. 

Flowers of the pistillate plants are numerous and panicled. 
Staminate plants have the fertile flowers. The scale of the calyx 
of the staminiferous, is considered by some botanists as the corolla. 

Specific Character, — Flowers of the male plant are greenish 
19 
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yellow, those ot the female plant are pale-green. Blossoms in 
August Stem twining with the sun, is from right to left, angular 
rough,, and minute prickles. Leaves lobed, opposite, petioles long 
and winding. Root perennial. 

Habitat. — Indigenous in both hemispheres. Dr. Bigelow ob- 
serves, in his Mat. Med. vol. 3, p. 163 ; — "It often occurs wild in 
the Atlantic states and was found, by Mr. Nuttall, growing 
spontaneously on the banks of the Missouri. Sir. J. E. Smith has 
quoted an old distich, which Feems to be illustrative of the j)eriod 
of its introduction into practical use in England, about Henry the 
Vlirs time ; although he has no doubt oi its being leally native of 
that country " * 

Medical History. — The employment of hops as a medicine, 
tad its origin far back in the shades of antiquity. Dr. Stille ob- 
serves in his therapeutics and Mat. Med., vol. 3, p. 65 ; — '* By some 
writers an Eastern origin is ascribed to the plant, which was, how- 
ever, known in Europe during the middle ages, and was first 
described by Mesne in 1589. About the same tinre Arnold, of 
Villanova, recorded the use of hops to prevent the acetous ferment- 
ation of beer In the following century wc find their tonic 
properties recognized, as well as their tendency to cloud the mind 
and induce a sort of intoxication." Matthiolus * is quoted as 
having ascribed to them numerous virtuer, such as being an antidote 
to poisons; as saying that they are \ S)(ul in gravel, syphilitic and 
other ulcer and eruptions, and that they are cholagogue, diuretic, 
emmenagogue, and anthelmintic. In 1803, Dr. De Roches, in his 
inaugural thesis, published at E linburgh, attriouted sedative and 
tranquillizing effects to tlie hop pillow and other preparations of the 
medicine; and four years later, Mr. Treake, of London claimed for 
it nearly all the virtues which any previous writer hadalledged to 
possess. The intimation of Mr. Pl.inche, in 1813, that the yellow 
powder of the strobiles contains the medicinal properties of the 
hop, was made practically useful by Di. A. W. Ives, of New York 
who published a short treatise upon the subject in 1819, in which 
he gave to it the name of lupulin. . Dr. Stilld says ; — '* Persons of 
sickly complexion and impaired strength, who have taken inlusion 
of hops for several weeks, find that the skin acquires a more 

♦Turkeys, Carp, Hop«, Pickerel and Beer came into England all in one year. 
*Commentaired sur Dioscoride. ItiOa. 



Bates — On Humulas Lupulus, . 291 

healthfal hue, and all the functions are more vigorously performed. 

Med. Properties. — According to Dr. Waring; the dried cat 
kins of the female plant ( Vulgo Hops) are stomachic, tonic, diu- 
retic, and slightly narcotic. Hops contain a volatile oil and a 
.fiomewhat peculiar principle, Lupulite or Ilumulbi. Lupuline is 
the yellow resinous pulverulent substance separated from the 
strobiles by rubbing and sifting. Lupuline yield8 about 1 L per 
cent of the bitter principle, lupulite. The volatile oil is narcotic* 
The odorous emanations from the oil also possess narcotic 
properties Lupuline is tonic aromatic, and sedative. 

Therapeutic Uses. — The variety of medicinal properties as- 
cribed to this drug would seem to indicate that it might be apposite 
in numerous diseases. In practice this agent has been limited to 
a very few diseases, and resorted to generally for its tonic, sedative, 
or narcotic virtues. 

Dyspepsia. — Pereira makes iavorable mention of the employ- 
ment of hops in d^'spepsia. Dr. Siillc says in atonic dyspepsia 
they have been found to be very serviceable, either alone or as an 
adjuvant to other medicines of greater power. Dr. Ives is quoted 
as giving assurance, that diseases which are the consequence of 
exhausted excitability,' or more directly of a deranged state of the 
stomach and bowels, arc certainly much relieved by this mcdicina 
lie says that it frequently induces sleep and quiets great nervous 
irritation without causing costivenc-s or impairing tlie tone of the 
stomach. In this malady Dr. Waring says that the various 
preparations of hops are sometimes given with benefit; he adds, 
'* perhaps none is s»ij)erior to the pure bitter ale." 

He remarks ; — ** In dj'spepsia attended with Pyrosis, the extract 
has been found very serviceable. Dr. Coe says, page 907, in his 
work on concentrated organic medicines; — '*In those forms of 
indigestion wherein there is a tendency to gastritis, the Lupulin 

will be found an excellent remedy. It sooihes and allays the 
irritability of the mucous tissues, and paves the way for tlie em- 
ployment of more decided tonics. In these cases it is beneficially 
administered in combination with Helonin. 

^ Lupulin, grs. xx. 

Helonin. grs, x. 

Mix and divide into ten powders. Give one three times per day, 
or with Smilaein. 



292 The Jowimal of Materia Medkxi, 

T^ Lypulin, SmilaciD, - - • - aa. 3j. 

Mix, and divide into ten powders. Dose — same as above. In 
chronic gastritis, cnteiitis. and nJcerations of the stomach and 
bowels, the latter formula will be found useful." 

Dr. Bigelow mentions that in medical practice the hop has been 
found a decided and useful tonic. He 'adds; — ''A fermented 
decoction, known by the. name of hop beer, and usually formed 
from the article with the simple addition of treacle, is much used 
in the New England States. When made sufficiently bitter with 
the hops, and taken as a common drink at meals, it promotes 
digestion more than any of the table liquors in common use. 
It is serviceable in dyspeptic complaints, and, is particularly adapted 
to obviate lassitude and debility felt by persons of relaxed habit 
in the spring, or on the approach of warm weather. A simple 
infubion has been employed for this purpose, but the fermented 
liquor derives a quality from the presence of carbonic acid, which 
renders it more agreeable, both to the palate and stomach." 

Dr. Bigelow says that he has employed the tincture of hops 
very often in practice, and has on the whole, had quite as much 
reason to bo satisfied with its tonic operation, as with that of any 
of the bitter tinctures in common use. 

RnEUMATiSM. — Pereira quotes Dr. Maton, as having used hops, 
with good effect, as an anodyne in rheumatism. Dr. Waring refers 
to the same authority, and adds that it had a marked effect on the 
pulse. 

Dr. Bigelow says, vol. iii, p. 170; "Dr. Maton found that 
besides allaying pain and procuring sleep, the preparations of hops 
were capable of reducing the frequency of the pulse, and increas- 
ing its firmness in a direct manner. One drachm of the tincture 
and four grains of the extract given once in six hours reduced the 
pulsations from ninety- six to sixty in the course of twenty-four 
hours. He found the extract very efficacious in allaying the pain 
of articular rheumatism. For the treatment of rheumatism this 
agent will frequently be found a valuable adjuvant. In cases, 
where the secretions of the kidneys are scant and loaded with lithic 
acid deposits, this agent will be found a very valuable remedy. 

Mr. Freak, who published in the Medical and Physical Journal 
some account of the medical properties of this agent, considers its 
beneficial effects to arise from its alterative and tonic power. In 
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his practice he had found pain to be eased and rest procured with 
the drug, when opium did not succeed. 

Intermittent Fever. — Dr. W. Y. Godberry, of Benton, Miss., 
states that the anti-periodic power of humulus lupulus is equal to 
that of any other article of the Materia Medica, except quinia, 
and he has often found it to succeed in arresting intermittents after 
quinia had failed. When administered alone, he considers the 
infusion the best form, which should be double the officinal 
strength. One ounce infused in a pint of boiling water should be 
taken during the interval When the secretions are properly 
regulated, and there exists no enlargement of the spleen, he says 
that, it will rarely fail to effect a cure of tertian or quartan ague. 
There is no medicinal incompatibility in the employment of this 
drug and quinia at the same time, tnerefore by conjoining them in 
practice much less of the latter might, in some cases, be required 
io effect a cure. Dr. Waring refers to the use of lupuline in the 
treatment of this malady. 

Dr. Stilld observes, vol. i, p. 69 ; — " Hops have been a good deal 
employed as an anti-periodic^ and numerous evidences might be 
cited of their efficacy in slight cases of intermittent fever. But 
the saiije (he adds) might be said of almost every medicine con- 
taining a bitter principle." 

Delirium Tremens. — Pro£ G. B. Wood, "^ as quoted by Dr 
Waring, regards the tincture as an admirable adjunct to opium in 
the treatment of this disease, having seen sleep induced by it when 
opium alone failed. In convalescence from this malady, he con- 
siders it one of our best remedies for sustaining a moderate tonic 
xmd soporific influence. 

It will be found useful in some cases to combine the employ- 
ment of hops w th cannabis indica. 

Dr. Stilld says ; — " The sedative virtues of hops are nowhere more 
-conspicuously shown than in the treatment of delirium tremens. 
In a large proportion of cases of this affection there is a total loss of 
appetite, and very frequently the stomach can neither retain nor 
digest food. With the exception of those few instances in which 
the organ is in a state akin to inflammation, as shown by epigastric 
pain and heat, with bilious vomiting, this weakness of the digestive 

♦Therapeutics vol. i, p. 285. 



294 The Jvwmal of Materia Medico, 

function is speedily removed by the liberal use of hop tea— of for 
instance, two or three quarts in twenty-four hours. The first 
draught or two may be rejected, but the vomiting aflbrds relief 
and before many hours have elapsed there is a manifest abatement 
of the nervDus agitation, and the indifference to food is lessened. 
Exercise in the open air contributes largely to these favorable re- 
sults. Eefreshing sleep is procured by the means recommended 
more readily than by any ol the other expedients employed for the 
purpose in delirium tremens, but not, as it seems, by the narcotic 
virtues of the medicine so much as by its power of calming 
agitation." 

Spermatorrhcea. — Dr. W. B. Page of Philadelphia, is quoted 
by Stillc, as the first to draw attention to the value of lupulin as 
a remedy for painful priapism in venereal cases, and for involuntary 
seminar emissions. Dr. E. Hartshorne knew it "to destroy the 
venereal appetite in a man addicted to onanism." * The ex- 
perience of Dr. Page has been sustained by many physicians in this 
and other countries. Debout, of France advocated its employment 
in cases of morbid erection of the penis, including those cases in 
which this condition was produced by contusions, complicated with 
gonorrhoea, and with the operation of phimosis. 

Dr. Coe says; — "Lupulin has been used with extraordinary 
success in the cure of spermatorrhoea. From two to five grains 
are given at a dose, and repeated three or four times daily. Some 
practitioners use it in combination with cerasein, and with marked 
advantage. 

5^ Lupulin, 3 j. 

Cerasein, 3 ss. 

Mix and divide into ten powders. Dose — one ounce in six 
hours." He adds; — " The efficacy of the lupulin in the treatment 
of spermatorrhoea is enhanced by combining it with gelsemin, and 
alternating with cerasein : — 

IjL Lupulin — grs. iij. Gelsemin — grs. ss. ad. j. 

Mix. To be given at bed-time, and five grains of cerasein ad- 
ministered three times daily." 

In the treatment of this class of patients, camphor, in large 
doses, alternated with this agent, will frequently be found service- 

♦Am. Jour, of Med. Sci., July, 1849, p. 293. 
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abia Some use it in this malady in Conjunction with small doses 
of digitalis. Waring says that lupulin is a remedy of great power 
in this affection. lie quotes Pescheck as having recorded high 
testimony in its favor when given in doses of gr. xv, at bed time. 
It has also been found very serviceable (says Dr. Waring) in 
mitigating the urethral irritation and discharges consequent on 
former excesses, more so indeed than either iron or quinine. 

Nocturnal Incontinence of Urine — Herzfelder is reported 
as having used lupulin with excellent effects in this afieclion. 
Belladonna has acquired high repute in this class of patient^, and 
in cases where it fails to relieve, it should be used in conjunction 
with lupulin. 

noopiNG-CouGH. — Dr. Andrews * is said to have found 
Inpulin beneficial in the treatment of this complaint Given in 
combination with belladonna, this disease will, fiequently, be cut 
short several weeks. 

Scrofula. — Dr. Warring quotes Dr. Zambaco, who states that 
he found lupulin an excellent remedy in scrofula and scrofulous 
affections. As the various preparations of iodine rank foreniost 
in the treatment of this malady, it should in cases of restlessness 
and irritation, insomnia and indigestion, be alternated with In pulin 
or infusion of hops. 

Zambaco found the tincture of hops more efficacious than 
lupulin. 

Dr. Siille observes ; — " Ilops have been extensively used in a 
great variety of diseases in which a tonic and alterative are supposed 
to be indicated; in those, namely, which take their root in a 
lymphatic constitution, and which offer the proper symptoms of 
scrofula and its associated diseases, such as rachitis glandular 
enlargements, some forms of dropsy, anaemia, amenorrhoea, chronic 
cutaneous eruptions, &c. 

Before the discovery of iodine, hops were an almost universal 
remedy, or adjuvant, at least in tliis class of maladies, and were 
much esteemed for their presumed depurative power. Aniemic 
children, with puffy cheeks, tumid belly, and general languor of the 
mental and bodily functions, were found to recover activity, 
strength, and color under their use, and the skin if defaced by 

♦Glasgow Metl. Jour, vol i, p. 188. 
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eruptions, assumed a natural color and texture. But the pre- 
parations of iodine, and more recently cod-liver oil, have almost 
entirely supplanted other remedies lor scrofula ana its attendant 
diseases ; it will nevertheless be found advantageous to combine 
in their treatment the use of hops with that of the more powerful 
agents, by directing hop tea to be used by the patients as a common 
drink." 

Chronic HYSTERFA.—Eberle, as quoted by Waring, found 
lupulin, in doses of gr. x every six hours to afford greai: reliefr 
in -chronic hysteria, attended with morbid vigilance. Cases in 
which it fails to afEbrd relief, should be treated with valerian, 
sulphuric ether, camphoy, or castor alternated with luf)ulin. 

Dr. Coe remarks; — " Nervous headaches, h} sieria, chronic cough, 
suppression of urine, and various other affec;;ions have been relieved 
and cured by the use of lapulin." 

Asthma. — Hops have been thought by some to be a specific in 
removing asthmatic pains, without increasing the secretions. The 
treatment of this disease has included many remedies, yet no 
specific has been annoiineed worthy of the confidence of the 
profession. Many cases v/ill be benefited by the employment of 
lupulin and silphiam gummiferiim, alternated. 

Nymphomania. — Dr. Waring says that lupulin seems well 
worthy of a fair trial in nymphomania. Lupulin and camphor, in 
large doses, would seem to promise as much relief, as any other 
two remedies of the Materia Medica. 

After-Paixs. — Pereira says hops are given internally to relieve 
restler^sness consequent vipon exhaustion and fatigue, and to induce 
sleep in the watchfulness of mania and of other maladies; t) calm 
nervous irritation, and to relieve pain in gout, arthritic rheumatism, 
and after accouchement. 

Dr. Coe gives his testimony upon this subject as follows ; — After- 
pains are frequently relieved by its (lupine) use and the nervous 
irritability y^eculiar to parturient females alloyed and overcome. 

Chordee — Waring quotes Dr. Byrd Page as having found 
lupulin effectual not only in removing chordee, but in allaying 
irritation of the inflamed mucous membrane of the urethra 

Dr. Coe says ; ** lupulin has frequently proved successful in the 
treatment of chordee, by virtue of overcoming the urethral in 
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flammation, and cojTecting the acidity of the uriae-" 

In some cases lupuline and camphor will be found serviceable. 
Dr. Stille closes his remarks upon humulus lupulus as follows ; 
As an external application, in the form of a poultice made with 
water in which hops have been infused, or of a fomentation form- 
ed by saturating the strobiles with hot water, spirit, vinegar, or beer, 
hops form a popular and most useful application in a great variety 
of painful affections. -For muscular rheumatism^ iSprams^ Bruises^ 
boils^ toothoche^ flatulent colic, and in general, all painful affections 
without high indammation, these applications are extremely useful 
palliatives. An ointment compounded with the hop is said to have 
•eased the violent pain in the last stage of cancer when all othar 
applications were ineffectual, but this needs confirmation." 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract, - - - Dose i to 1 dram. 

Solid Extract, - - ♦ *^ 5 to 20 grains. 

Lupulin, .... *« to 10 grains. 

Lupulin Pills, 8 grains, - - '* 2 to 3. 



POTENTILLA REPTENS.* 



( Cinquejoil Fivcfingers. ) 



BY J. B. HOOG, M. D. KNOX, INI). 



Having tested the virtues of this plant, in what is generally 
known as Typhoid fever, but what Prot. Wood more properly 
terms enteric fever, I desire through your valuable Journal to 
speak somewhat of my experience with it, in order that those of 
your readers who arc unacquainted with its virtues in this direction, 
may avail themselves of a remedy that in my hands has proved 
invaluable. I first became acquainted with its virtues as a remedy 
in Enteric Fever by accident. 



*The Author probably refers to PotentiUa Canadensis. 
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My rule has always been to use any remedy that I believed to 
be adapted to the disease, however humble or obscure its origin. 
In the winter of 1858-9 while attending a young man aged about 
nineteen years, who was suffering with this disease, — the son of a 
widow who had had the misfortune to lose a son and husband the 
previous summer, a neighbor told me of an instance that occurred 
in Ohio, several years previously of a young man given over by 
his physician, whose father administered an infusion of this herb 
in connection with the physician's remedies, and the result was the 
unexpected 'recovery of the patient. 

The disease was epidemic and alarmingly fatal. With more 
conservatism than marks the course of many practitioners he pro- 
cured a large amount of it, — used it freely among his patients, and 
the result was speedy cures. 

Placing confidence in the statement of my friend, I procured 
some ol a Dutch lady who resided two miles distant On visiting 
my patient next day I found another physician there, who had so 
journed there the previous night for his own convenience. I invited 
him to examine my patient, and while he sanctioned my treatment 
we both regarded the prognosis as decidedly unfavorable. 

Having never tested the remedy, 1 felt a delicacy in speaking 
of it in his presence, and omitted to do so. 

On visiting my patient the next day I found him suffering with 
the most alarming symptoms. I confess I have seldom made a 
perscription, with a fainter heart, than at that time. 

I gave a bunch of the herb to my patient's mother and directed 
half a tea cup iull to be given every hour, until the most alarming 
symptoms were mitigated. To my great surprise incredible as it 
may appear, on the following morning, the only evidence of dis- 
ease, was debility. 

I prescribed tonics, and ceased my visits. The recovery waa 
complete and speedy. 

I might relate other instances of the same disease in which this 
remedy has been equally efficacious, but my limits forbid. 

This plant is described by some writers, as being beneficial in 
Diarrhea and Dysentery. If this be true does it not exert a specific 
action on the mucous membrane of the intestinal tube ? It is con- 
ceded that these diseases result from an inflammatory and ulcerated 
condition of thi^- membrane ; Enteric Fever by a similar but more 
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aggravated condition of the intestinal tube, at Peyers glands, which 
frequently ex-tends through its entire length. If this agent is 
beneficial in the former diseases, why not in the latter? 

I would not rely on it alone, but as an adjuvant to other medicines, 
I regard it as of great utility. 

Will not other practitioners test it in this respect ? 



■-♦—•- 



GELSEMINUM. 



BY J. M. GOSS, M. D. ATLANTA, GA. 



I see an occasional account of poisoning by Gelseminum Sem- 
pervirens. Now, such cases as reported, must be the result of 
either over doses, or spurious preparation of the article 
used. I have used the Gelseminum, and the Gelsemin, a great 
deal, and have never had any accident of the* kind happen where 
I gave the Gelseminum, either in the form of a tincture made of the 
bark of the fresh root, or from the Gelsemin as prepared properly. 
I.think the only safe and reliable tincture is made form the bark 
of the fresh root, and tinctured in whisky, as alcohol seemes to 
disolve much more of its objectionable principles. The Gelsemin 
should be prepared from the tincture made as above, and then in 
its proper doses, it will not produce any dangerous effects, but will 
prove one of the most useful remedies in the Materia Mcdica, The 
dry root contains too much of its narcotic, and too little of 'its 
other medical principles in proportion to the strength of the tincture, 
hence it should never be prescribed. As a remedy in malarial 
diseases, it is par excellence. In fever of the intermittent type, with 
quinia and iron, it soon cuts short the atack. In cases of the re- 
mittent type, where at first, the remissions are imperfect, 20 drops 
of the tincture of Gelseminum and 5 to 7 drops of aconite given 
every one two or three hours, according to the persistence of the 
fever, procure a remission, and prepare the system lor quinia and 
iron. In pneumonia, I use this with veratrum, and sanguinaria, 
with the most prompt results. In that peculiar excited condition 
of the nervous system the sequel of convulsions, this combined 
with lobelia, will promptly allay that morbid condition. In gaa- 
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tritis with nausea and vomiting, 20 to 25 drops of the tincture of 
Gelseminum and i"?? of a grain of morphia, or 10 or 15 drops of the 
aqueous solution of Opium, given ev^ery two hours, will soon 
arrest the vomiting, and lessen the inflammation ; after a few doses, 
if the vomiting ceases, the Gelseminum may be continued, and the 
opiate discontinued. In dysentery, of any type, I have learned to 
rely on it as a main remedy to control the inflammation, of cc»urse, 
I add opiates to lessen the tormina and tenesmus. In cases of tardy 
labour from rigid os, the Gelseminum combined with lobelia, is 
very prompt in relaxing the muscles concerned, and thus expediting 
delivery. In gonorrhoea this is one of our best reraediea In 
alarming cases of convulsions, it may be given in 60 drop doses, 
but cannot be repeated under 6 or 12 hours. 



■'•*■ -• -^^^^^-k- 



ALARMING- DENTAL HEMORRHAGE. 



BY" A. J. EDISON, M. D., Colchester, III: 



On the morning of July 5th, 1868, at two o'clock A. M., I was called 
to sec Columbus H., aged 18, of sanguine temperament, good physical 
devel<»pment, and by occupation a tkrnier. Tie had suffered from odon- 
talgia for a week, and on the previous day had had the middle and 
posterior molars of the right side of the os maxillare inferius extracted 
by a dentist; one at 10 A. M., the other at 3 P. M. There was con- 
siderable hemorrhage from the first, which became augmented when the 
second tooth was drawn. The young man returned home at 6 P. M., 
the bleeding continued without abatement. Domestic remedies were 
used, viz.: salt, ahim, and cold water, without effect; and professional 
aid was deemed indispen^ible. 

I found the family in a state of anxiety and alarm. The patient was 
lying on a pallet on the floor. The pillow was saturated with blood. 
A large cloth with which he wiped his mouth was deeply dyed with the 
liqnor sanguinis. The floor was spattered for several feet around the 
bed with mouthfuls of coagula. h\ a vessel was contained more than a 
pint of the life current. From loss of blood and rest, the patient was 
much inclined to sleep, which, however, was only obtained by snatches, 
on account of the accumulation of coagula and threatened strangulation. 

The appearance of the patient was striking. There was jactitation 
and subsultus ; the face pale and hatrf ar.i ; pulso 90, weak and flutiter- 
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ing. Every 15 or 20 minutes he had partial fainting, with nausea, at 
which times the blet^ding abated, vn\y to increase when the system 
rallied. 

1 ordered a compress of carded cotton, soaked in a saturated solution 
of acid tanicum, laid en the gnms, to be firmly retained by forcibly 
closing the jaws. This checked the flow ior a short time. Firm 
pressure on the carotid artery moderated thehemorrh«ge. Not having 
a more powerful styptic at hand, 1 broke up thecoagula in the bkeding 
sockets, and with a small pointed syringe injected the tlnct ferri cklo., 
as near the seat of hemorrhage as possible. I then saturated a fresh 
compress of cotton with the tine ure and applied as the first enjoining 
the patient t > make firm, pressure, wiih the lower jaw. The bleeding 
was at once arrested, but returned in about an hour. A fre^h compress, 
prepared as before, was applied, and the bleeding ceased for three hour*-, 
when it partially returned. The coition and superficial coagula were 
removed ; another application of the remedy as before, and the 
hemorrhage was permanently arrested. Rest and quiet were enjoined, 
and a nutritious diet ordered, with the f dlowing: — 

IJ Tinct. Ferri Chlo., S. M. x. Three times a day. 

This to be followed in four or five days with — 

IJ Elixir Calisa. Ferrat , S. 3 iv. Three times a day. 

Patient's recovery somewhat tedious, but satisfactory and complete. 

1 ascertained that both parents of the )ourg man were of the 
hemorrhagic diathesis, and that every member of the family was prone 
to bhed much and persistently from slight abrasions. None of them, 
exoept the patient, had ever had teeth extracted at adult age. — Chicogo 
Med, Examiner, — American Journal of Dental Science , Aug. 1869, p. 
180. 
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DIAGNOSIS OF DISEASE OF THE SPINE. 



Dr. Chas. F. Taylor contributes to the iV^. Y. Med, Journal, an in- 
structive paper on the above subject, based upon an experience of ten 
years and upon a systematic record of all cases under prolonged ob- 
servation since May 1, 1S6G. This record shows 382 cases of Pott's 
diseases of the spme. Dr. Taylor desires to impress upon his readers 
the advantages of early diagnosis, before the occurrence of deformity — 
' **lhe necessity of always keeping in view that the deformity is not the 
disease — that the disease must have existed long enough to cause a 
certain amount of destruction before deformity can occur." The disease 
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is usually inflammatory, not more than one case in fifty or a hundred 
being ot tubercular origin. If not stopped it may eventuate in caries 
and perhaps in tubercular deposits also. In no one instance of the 
entire nufiiber of cases recorded, was there any hyperaesthesia along the 
spine, therefore palpitation and percussion of that region is useless. 
The first symptom, if the disease exist i*^ the lower dorsal or lumbar 
vertebrce, is persistent pain in the abdomen — gastralgia; if the dorsal 
vertebrae, are affected, there is pain in the chest and a peculiar cut-off 
respiration. A very important point to observe is the attitude of the 
child. This is characteristic. He docs not alwavs lean to one side or 
the other, though frequently doing so ; but there is an experession inim- 
itable and easily detected, an effort to get as many springs under him 
as possible ; a letting down of each joint of the body so as to avoid 
«hock. When the child comes to his mother's lap he will fall heavily 
upon it, and wish to b*^ar his whole weight on his elbows. When in 
the cervical regi(«n the disease may be taken for torticollis, contraction 
of the psoas muscle may cause it to simulate hip joint disease, but in 
the former the body is drawn down, the patient inclining to support 
himself with his hands on his knees, while in the latter the thigh is 
flexed on the pelvis. Again, in the former, when the patient is placed 
on his back both legs may be rotated, abducted, etc., without pain. 
Another symptom of Pott's disease is paralysi?, which in the early" 
stages may last but a few days, but later, continue one or two years- 
The so called spinal irritation or backache,''^ so common indelicate adult 
woman, is nearly always due to other causes than spine disease. Jn 
fact the presence of hyperesthesia is generally a good s'gn that there is 
no inflammation of the vertebrce. After illustrating the points of di- 
agnisis by two cases, Dr. Taylor says: "J wish to imprcj^s all those 

within the sound of my voice and all those whom my words may 
reach, with a sense of their responsibility in these premises. Cases 

are comin»/ to me from this city, and from all over the land, which can 

never be anything but miserable deformities, because the disease which 

gave early, persistent and painful warning of its existence, was never 

detected.'. — Pacijic Medial and Surgical Journal, Aug. 1869, p. 134. 
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TRISMUS NASCENTIUM, SUCCESSFULLY 

TREATED BY THE LOCAL APPLICATION OF 

CHLOROFORM TO THE SPINE. 



BY T. L. PAPIN, M. D , OF ST. LOUIS. 



{^Humboldt Medical Archives, November, 1S68.)— On the 18th day 
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of August, [ delivered Mrs. O'B. of a healthy, well developed male 
child of full term. Both mother and child progressed as usual until the 
eighth day, when the child manifested symptoms of lock-jaw, for the 
relief of which I ordered the following : IJ Chloroform m. xij ; spt. 
eth. sulph. m. xv; bicarb, sodsegr. xij ; S}r. zingiber, aqua flor. aurai.t., 
aa, 3 iv. Misce. A teaspoonful is required to allay spasmodic action, 
and secure rest and quiet. 

After the first dose the child slept three hours, and after the second 
dose about two hours, aft^r which the resulting period of rest gradually 
diminished, until, at the expiration <»f twenty -four hour?, the chloroform 
by internal administration seemed to have entirely lost its controlling 
and beneficial eflect. I then determined to try the local application of 
chloroform to the spine, as recommended by Dr. Whitehill in a former 
number of the Archives. 

A small strip of cotton cloth was moistened with the chloroform and 
applied to the entire length of the spine, with the effect of promptly 
and completely arresting the spasms, and by renewing the application 
whenever there were indications of the return of a paroxysm, they were 
completely controlled and their recurrence prevented. Invariably upon 
the subsidence of the burning pain immediately incident to the ap- 
plication of the chloroform, the child would fall into a peaceful, quiet 
sleep. The application was continued in this manner for three days, 
when I was compelled to discontinut» it for a time and apply emollients 
on account of the vesication produced. During the application of the 
emollients, a recurrence of the paroxysms was carefully guarded against 
by the cautious administration of chloroform by inhalation, and the 
bowels were moved by the use of a mild laxative. At the expiration 
of forty eight hours 1 reapplied the chloroform to the spine, alternating 
it with inhalation, emollient applications when necessary, and occabional 
laxatives. Continued the treatment for fifteen days, then dismissed the 
case cured. The use of mild purgatives, at intervals of from two to 
three days, during the progress of the case, seemed to exert a decided- 
.ly favorable influence. Of course, attention was given to sustaining the 
child with nourishment. 

A matter of very decided interest, that I observed during the con- 
valescence of the case, was, the functions of the different sets of muscles 
were restored, pretty much in the same order as occurs in recovery from 
paralysis ; feet and legs, then spinal and intercostal muscles, next the 
face, then the arms, and last the fingers. 

During a practice of twenty years in this city, I have seen a number 
of cases of this exceedingly distressing and fatal disease, and among 
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them alJ, this is the first case of which I am able to record a recovery ; 
and I should here remark that at one period of these cases, the con- 
vulsions were strongly developed as I have ever met with among these 
little sufferers. Notwithstanding all efforts to sustain him. my little 
patient became rapidly emaciated, and, by the time convalescence was 
established, was frightfully so; but he has improved much in flesh since,, 
and is now (three weeks since his recovery, during which I have seen 
him twice) as healthy and bright as need be. 

Upon mentioning this case to Dr. Boidlinicre a few days since, he 
informed me that he also had a case recover some years or more ago 
under the use of chloroform, lie used.it, however, principally by cnema^ 
cpeated as often as convulsive symptoms manifested themselves. — Nev^ 
York Medical Journal, 
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HAY-FEVER CAUSED BY VIBRIONES. 



In Virckow^s Archiv, (Bd. 4G. II. 2 and 2. ISOO) a singular, 'and 
perhaps in some respects unique case is described. Ic deserves attention 
from the circumstance, that it is reported by Ilelmholz, as it occurred 
in his own person. He says that since 1S47, he has been attacked every 
year, at some time between May 20th and the end of June, with a 
catarrh of the upper air passages. .These attacks increase rapidly in 
severity; violent sneezing comes on, with secretion of a thin, wry 
irritating fluid ; in a few hours there is a painful inflammation of the 
nose, both externally and internally ; then fever, violent headache, and 
great prostration. This train of s} mptoms is bure to follow if he is 
exposed to the sun and heat, and is equally certain to disappear in a 
short time if he withdraws himself from such exposure. At the ap- 
proach of cold weather these catarrhs cease. . He has otherwise very 
little tendency to catarrhs or colds. 

YvT five years past, at the season indicated, and only then, he has- 
regularly succeeded in finding vibrios in his nasal secretions. They are 
only discernible with the immersionlense of a very good Ilartnak'c?. 
The single joints (Glieder), commonly isolated, are characterized by 
containing four granules in a row; each two granules being more closely 
connected, pair-wise and the combined length equalling 0.004mm. The 
joints are also found united in rows, or in series of branches. As they 
are seen only in the secretion which is expelled by a violent sneeze and 
not in that which trickles gradually forth, he concludes that they are 
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probably situated in the adjoining cavities and recesses of the nose. 

On reading Binz*s account of the poisonous eflect of quinine upon 
infusoria, he determined to try it in his own case. He took a saturated 
neutral solution of quiniae sulph. in water ^= 1 : 740. This excites a 
moderate sensation of burning in the nasal mucous membrane. Lying 
upon his back, he dropped 4 centim. of ihe solution, by a pencil, into 
each nostril; moving his head meanwhile in all directions, to bring the 
fluid thoroughly into contact with the parts, until he felt it reach the 
CEsophagus. Relief was immediate. He was able, for some hours, 
freely to expose himself to the heat of the sun. Three applications a 
day suflicecl tr) keep him free from the catarrh, under circumstances the 
most unfavorable. The vibfiones, also, were no longer to be found. 

The experiment was made in 1867; and was repeated at the first 
recurrence of the attack in May, 1868, preventing the farther develop- 
ment of the attack for that year. — b. r. l. — Boston Medical and Surg- 
teal Journal^ July 1869, p. 426. 
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ON THE MEDICINAL USE OF PHOSPHORUS AND 

ITS COMPOUNDS. 



We take the following extracts from tin article, with the above 
caption, hy John C Thorowgood, M. D., published in XhQ Practitioner 
for July, 1869: 

Since the discovery and isolation of the element phosphorus by 
Brandt, of Hamburgh, in 1669, it has become the practice with phy- 
sicians in this and other countries occasionally to prescribe this sub- 
stance as a remedy in cases where some special stimulant to the nervous 
centres has seemed to be required. Thus we find that phosphorus hag 
been administered in cases attended with great prostration of the vital 
powers, as in the latter stages of typhus fever, also in such chronic 
diseases of the nervous system as epilepsy, paralysis, melancholia, 
amaurosis, &c., occurring in debilitated subjects; and there is good 
evidence to show that in many of these nervous affections the effect of 
phosphorus, properly administered, has been decidedly beneficial. * * * 

The \^ ell known fact that in cases where an unusual degree of wear 
and tear of the nervous system is being sustained it is common to find 
an excess of phosphatio matter excreted in the urine, while the in- 
dividual becomes increasingly weak, nervous, and irritable, appears to 
show that exhaustion of nervous force is in some way connected with a 
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rapid oxidation and excretion of phosphorus from the system. 

Considering these points, we can see that there is reason in seeking 
to administer phosphorus as an internal medicine where we have reason 
to suspect that the nutrition of nervous matter may bo failing from a 
loss of its right proportion of this very essential ingredient. 

We give phosphorus for its restorative action over weak nerves, just 
as we give iron to nourish and restore blood that is ueak and poor 
from lack of this constituent. * * * 

Solid phosphorus, given in as small a dose as 1^ grain, acts hs a 
poison, death seeming to take place in a gradual and painless way, with 
perfect retention of consciousness. There may be some Vi'mitine, and 
the substances ejected appear luminous in the dark, as also does the 
stomach itself after death, when cut open in a dark place ; but it is rare 
to find any marked inflammation of this organ : in the case of a bird 
poisotied by eating several grains of phospnorus, I could find scarcely 
a trace of inflammation anywhere in the digestive tract. In a case re- 
corded by Casper, where a dose of 3 grains of phosphorus proved fatal 
to a lady in twelve hours, the body after death presented the extra- 
ordinary phenomenon of luminous vapor issuing from each of its outlets. 

Analysis of the various tissues of animals poisoned by phosphorus 
has demonstrated the presence of phosphoric acid in unusual amount: 
this arises from the oxidation of the phosphorus in the body. Phosphoric 
acid is also increased in the urine of those who have taken any prepara- 
tion of phosphorus. The action of phosphorus as a poison appears not 
to be due to any direct action on the nervous system, but to its prevent- 
ing the assimilation of oxygen by the constituents of the blood ; by 
thus checking oxidation it may cause the fatty degeneration of the liver 
so often met with in those who have been poisoned by phosphorus, and 
which is doubtless connected with the symptoms of severe icterus often 
seen in the patients before death. 

For medicinal use there are solutions of phosphorus in ether and also 
in almond oil. * * * 

Another very useful preparation of phosphorus is a pill, made by 
melting finely divided phosphorus with fat and then covering the pill 
with an impermeable coating. 

Pills that 1 have seen and used, made by Messrs Savory and Moore, 
contain ijth of a grain of phosphorus in each pill. Both Dr. Radclifte 
and Dr. Alchaus speak favorably of the good effect of phosphorus, 
given thus in very small doses, as a valuable tonic in many chronic 
nervous maladies. * * 

M. Tavignot, in France, has long been in the habit of using phos- 
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phorus ia the form of a pill, containing yjjth of a grain, as a remedy la 
nervous, chlorotic and strumous affections. In some neurotic and 
paralytic affections of the muscles of the eyeball, and of the lachrymal 
fierve, M. Tavignot has used liniments of phosphorated oil with ad- 
vantage ; and, dropped into the eye, this oil is asserted after some month's 
use to have a solvent action on cataract. * * * 

As a gradual tonic and restorer of failing nerve force I prefer the hy- 
pophosphite of soda or lime to the potash salt, and either of these salts 
appears to me to answer all the purposes of pure phosphorus as an in- 
ternal remedy, while at the same time they are more manageable and 
agreeable medicines. In cases of nervous depressions and torpor, with 
at times shooting neuralgic pains; or, in other cases, numbness and 
deadness of the limbs, as from feeble circulation, the hypo phosphites 
prove useful, and the lime or soda salt can be given according to the 
way in which the stomach may seem to bear the one better than the 
other. When anasraia is present, the citrate of iron can be added to 
the hypophosphite of soda, or else the syrup of the hypophosphite of 
iron, or of iron with quinine, can be employed ; and either of these 
syrups will prove an active tonic, removing neuralgic pains, che&t 
oppression, and languor of circulation in a very evident way. * * * 
— Sept. 9 1869 p. 108. — Boston Medical and Surgical JournaL 
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PARTURIENT EFFECTS OF THE SULPHATE OF 

MORPHIA. 



BY T. J. KENNEDY, M. D., OF CASTALIAN SPRINGS, TENN 



In your valuable Journal of August 7, Harvey L. Byrd, M. D., 
Professor of Obstetrics, in the Medical Department of Washington 
University, Baltimore, Md., has an article on the subject of the above. 
It would be, as he says, " superegatory labor to enter into an anatomical 
description of the uterus,'* or " even to allude to its chief physiological 
function, where only the therapeutical action of a remedial agent upon 
its parturient efforts is only to be noticed, " as in his article the par- 
turient properties of Sulphate of Morphia was presented to the pro- 
fession, I simply add my testimony to curoborate his s-tatement, with 
the hope that it may be some good to young physicians who are just 
starting on that weary road that every physician travels when he first 
commences the practice of medicine. I well remember the time that I 
believed implicitly in the teaching that if the labor pains were sluggish. 
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the OS uteri only slightly dilated, and the pains "become" inefficient, 
while the patient was wearied and worn out, desiring nothing so much 
as rest for a short time ; that a dose of Sulph. Morph. would not only 
quiet the patient for several hours, but also give the medical attendant; 
repose for the same length of time. 

To my utter astonishment I never failed to be called sooner than I 
expected. I always had success w^ith my patients; they passed well, 
both mother and child, through the ordeal. After several cases where 
Sulph. Morphia had been given to quiet the pains, and not watching 
closely the parturient efforts after giving it, believing so fully . in the 
early precepts indoctrinated into my mind, that I had not a doubt of its 
entire efficacy, I at length did begin to doubt its power to quiet the 
action of the womb, and to induce sleep, while the womb was in the act 
of expelling its contents. 

1 was called to see patient April, 1869, aged 24, whom 1 found in 
labor with second child, as reported to me. I found that she did not 
expect to be confined fur six weeks. She complained of pain in the 
region of the stomach, with no bearing down pains. Examination per 
vagi nam disclosed no dilatation or rigidity of os. The womb was high 
up in the pelvis, and during the paroxysm of pain, which came on about 
every fifteen and then twenty minutes, for the period of five hours, 
there was no decent of the womb ; all the time the pain was referred to 
the stomach. Everything that was given by the mouth was rejected 
witiiin^a few minutes. The extremities were cold and clammy, the 
pulse quick and feeble, a feeling of general malaise, and constant com- 
plaining of the stomach, with groanings and sighings. External 
stimulants and counter irritants were used; no relief from anything as 
yet tried. I injected one third grain Sulph. Morph. hypodermically at 
the insertion of deltoid ; in five minutes she was easy ; complained of 
no pain anywhere. Examination per vaginam revealed the same con- 
dition as before. As the patient remained at rest for about twenty 
minutes I left her in charge of a gentleman who had studied medicine, 
but had abandoned it for farming, with the ord^ to call me when 
wanted. I retired to my room, fifly yards from my patient. I had 
been in bed about half an hour when the gentleman called me, with the 
assertion that the patient was dying. As soon as 1 could I reached my 
patient ; she was cold and shivering, with a continuous moaning every 
breath, that is peculiar to women when the head of the child is in the. 
world, between the pain that has expelled the head and the next pain 
that is to expel the shoulders. 1 found that such was the condition — 
the head of the child was in the world, and soon it was expelled in toto. 
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The mother had a good recovery, with no untoward 8ymj>tota. Her^e 
Was a case in which the Sulph. Morph. surely acted as a parturient, for 
nothing was retained on the stomach. — Sept. 4, 1869 p. 191. — Medical 
and Surgical Reporter, 
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USES OF CARBOLIC ACID. 



Dr. C. F. J. Lbhlbach, in the Transactions of the Medical Society of 
New Jersey, gives his own experience with ciirbolic acid as a remedy. 
We make some extracts from his article : 

1, As a Dressing to Wounds, which could not be expected to heal by 
first intention. Here 1 have used carbolic acid in solution of five to 
twenty grains to the ounce of glycerine and water, with marked benefit, 
in arresting suppuration and exciting rapid granulation. In other cases 
A carbolized cerate has been used. 

2. In Carbuncles, I know, after having used all the various classical 
And vulgar applications, of no better local treatment (general treatment 
nev^r neglected) than carbolized poultices, and after a forced or spon- 
taneous opening of the carbuncle, a tolerably strong glycerine — solution 
of carbolic acid say 3 ss. to 3 iss. to the ounce. It is remarkable how 
rapidly, under these applications, the ordinarily slow separation of the 

• necrosed cellular tissue takes place, the destructive process ceased, and 
healthy granulations spring up. 

3. In Conjunctivitis, particularly purulent. I have used it in about a 
dozen cases of conjunctivitis, both acute and chronic; in scrofulous cases, 
which are the most obnoxious to treatment. There is in my opinion no 
local application which can be compared to it in this disorder. 

4, In Burns and Scalds, Its reputation in this class of. injuries is 
well founded. In a number of cases which have fallen under my charge, 
Among which two or three of a very severe nature,. I have not seen a 
solitary case followed by cicatricial contraction, always the result of ex- 
•cessive, deep and continued suppuration. In one case particularly its 
beneficial results were marked. A man stepped accidentally nearly up 
to his knees in a brewer's vat filled with beer, only a few degrees below 
the boiling point. From two inches below the knees down to the soles 
of his feet the epidermis was destroyed. Carbolic acid, dissolved in 
glycerine, and afterwards in linseed oil, was used from beginning to end. 
In five weeks he was able to go to his work, new skin perfectly smooth. 
In minor burns and scalds one application of the ordinary crude fluid 
Article will almost invariably arrest the pain in a few moments, and 
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prevent subsequent vesication. 

5. //* dissecting Wounds and Pustules, I had the nrislbrlune of un- 
conciously scratching diffierent parts of my hands during a postmorten> 
examination. In tw^o days not less than seven dissecting pustules ap- 
peared on both hands. After having used nitrate of silver, ammonia^ 
etc., etc., without benefit, until the glands in the axilla became painful 
and swollen, I resorted to carbolic acid. The pustules ceased to spread, 
dried up, the inflammatory areola disappeared — that was the end. Two 
weeks ago the same thing occurred again. The pustules of two day's 
growth were touched with carbolic acid once ; that was the last of them. 

6. In various species of Impetigo, and particlarly of porrigo, in tinea, 
favosa, there is no local remedy in my experience attended with better 
and more speedy results. In an inveterate case of tinea favosa^ whicn 
occurred in a patient fifteen months of age, during detention, having ex- 
isted for nearly a year, resisting various modes of treatment, reducing 
the child by its irritative effect to a minimum of vitality, depriving it of 
sleep and interfering with the digestive and assimilative processes, and 
which had been pronounced by several physicians, advocates of humeral 
(humerousf) paiholcgif, as beneficial, (because to cure the external 
disease would dvive it inward,) carbolic acid was used for three weeks- 
and a permanent cure effected. The mode of using the remedy was in 
form of ointment, as follows : 

g Acidi carbolici, crystal, 3 i. 

Sodae sulphitis, | ss. 

Gly cerinje, 3 iss. 

Cerati simplicis, % 3 ii. M 

S. Ointment to be used three times a day. 

The benefit derived fsom this application may have been owing 
partly to the sulphite of sada. But in other incipient cases of this class 
1 have used carbolic acid alone, (acid, carbol. cryst. gr. xx., glycerinse 
' I ss., cerat. sinfipl. | i.,) and a few day's application proved sufficient 
to annihilate the trouble. 

7. Mentagra, or Scyosis. Used in two cases of barber's itch with 
rapid and complete success in form of ointment, as under 6. 

8. Scabies, I have employed it here with decided success, (better 
success than with sulphur preparations alone) in conjunction with the 
latter. The following is a good ointment : 

^ Acid. carboL, crystal.', 3 iss. 

Flor. sulphur | ss. 

Sodse sulphlt., | S9. 

Glycerinaj, 3 ii. 
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Cerat, simpL, . ...» 5 '^' ^ ^ 

S. Ointment. Take a bath, or wash all over, mornuifj and night, 
and then anoint thoroughly wherever ihe disease exists. The acari are 
generally killed in three to five days. 

14. DiarrhcBa in, Childreyi. Here I h^ve I'ound it of niarked benefit. 
I give it in small doses. Carbolic acid has a m<Kst decided influiMice in 
arresting fermentative action anywhere, hence also in the intestinal 
canal. As a matter of clinical experience I i-ay that I have found no 
combinatitiU of remedial agents bt'tter in Cholera Inlantum, in children's 
diarrhoea (v^hich, sd unfortunately, under the chss'C medication oi kino, 
catechu, that abominable chalk mikture, or worte, calomel, hydrargyrum 
cum creta, ihubarb, etc., eic, terminates in exhaustion, convulsions or 
marasmus,) than the folio win_^ : 

1^ Pepsincc, 3 >s. t«i 3 i., 

Bismuihit sub-nilr., 3s8., 

Pulv. opii gr. 1 G to 1 2. 

Acid, carbol gr. I 8 to 1 2. 

Quinia3 sulph gr. i t<» ij. 

Divide in do>>es equales No. X. 

This for a child from a \oar to a }ear and a ^alf of age — a powder 
every twc) or tour hours, as the case demands. In some cases the opium 
is omitted, antl bromide of pi^tassiuni given in irs place. — Medical 
and Surgicid Reporter, Sept. 4. 18G9. p. 197. 
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ARSENIC IN THE TREATMENT OF PROLAPSUS 
UTERI FROM ENLARGEMENT OF THE CERVIX. 



BY DK. L. S. BLACKWELL. PENNINGTON, N. J. 



As the diseases of women have received comparatively little atf cation 
by medical authors and teachers, the following case may not only prove 
of interest to the readers of the Reporter^ bnt may furnish s< me ma- 
terial of signal advantage to the amateurs of Gynaecology. 

Mrs. C. II , aged 48 years, had bf*en suffering for a number of 

months from pruritus vulvae and leucorrhoea — the result of prolapsus 
uteri. 

The intense itching, which wa« a significant symptom, induced this 
lady to seek relief Tonrnie's treatment — calomel «»intment and 
<amphor w§is resorted to, but failed to afford any decided relief; the 
pruritus, however, gradually diminished, and finally ceased. 
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With the view of relieving the engorgement and consequent prolapsus 
and leucorrhoea, the following coTiStitutional and local treatment was 
instituted : 

1^ Liq. PotasssB Arsenitis, f 3 "j^s- 

Syrupi, f 5 j. 

Aquse, ' f. 3 iij. M. 

A teaspoonful after each meal. 

8 lodinii, gr.x v. 

Potassii lodidi, 3 j* 

Aqua), Oj. 

Ft. sol. 

Use as an injection twice a day. 

At the expiration <»f a ^eek, the congestion of the cervix and the 
leucorrhoea were materially reduced ; and at the close of the subsequent 
week, the engorgement was entirely removed, and the discharge had 
ceased. 

Having u>ed the local application in a number of cases of leucorrhoea, 
dependent upon engorgement of the cervix, with benficial results, I 
have long regarded it as an efficient remedy in the treatment of this 
exhausting disease. 

But never having witnessed such signal benefit as was manifested in 
the case presented. I am disposed to attribute 7nore value to the con- 
atitutional medication. 

Dr. Hunt found arsenic a valuable remedy in dysmi;norrhcBa\ and 
M. fmbert Gourbeyre speaks of its " great utility " in the treatment 
of vulvar pruritus. 

As sterility and painful menstruation may have their origin in a di- 
minished caliber of the uterine canal from engorgement, it is rational to 
believe that the efficacy of arsenic depends upon the influence it exerts 
over uterine engorgements 

The value attached to the general treatment in the case reported, is 
the case leported, is enhansod by an article entitled "The necessity of 
associating constitutional medication with topica' applications in the 
treatment of uterine diseases," read before " the Gynsecologicai So- 
ciety of Boston," and pur»lished in the first number of the Gynaecological 
Journal. Arsenic has also been used \*ith satisfactory results in the 
treatment of hsemmorrhoids, and from the efficacy which has been at- 
tributed to it in therapeutics of the disease of the | el vie viscera, we are 
convinced of its special affinit} and adaption to morbid action in this 
aeotion of the human organism. — Medical and Surgical Reporter. Sept. 
4.*1869, p. 193. 
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Bilious Colic. — ^This is a frequent disease, and occasionally proves 
fatal. It is produced by a stoppage at some point in the bowels, which 
become spasmodically affected at that place, and roll themselves up, 
more or less in a knot, so as to allow nothing to pass. The action of the 
bowel ceases at that point, and the most intense and acute pain takes 
place rapidly all over the bowels, leading the physician often to believe 
that every part of them is affected. 

Treatment, — The great point is to relieve the spasms, and prevent its 
occurrence ; this should be accomplished as quickly as possible. After 
it is stopped, a dose of castor oil should be taken, so that the bowels 
may be cleansed. Hot fomentations may be applied to the bowels 
during the attack. The following remedy may be given at once, with 
the utmost confidence that it will immediately cure this complaint in 
from five to thirty minutes. Try it and you will be convinced of its 
specific powers in curing bilious and all colics : 

g — Gum myrrh, powdered, § ss ; 

Capsicum, 3 iiss ; 

Caustic potash, § ss ; 

Camphor, 3 vi . 

French brandy, 1 qt. 

Mix and shake well. 

Dose — Half to one teaspoonful in a gill of hot water, for adults. 
Oive every thirty minutes till well. Afterward a slight cathartic should 
be taken to move the bowels gently, often taking some for three or 
four days until the parts are well. I have never known this remedy to 
fail in effecting a cure, and I have used it privately for many years. 
In conclusion, I beg the reader not to cast away the above remedy, but 
to rely on it with the utmost confidence that it will effect the purpose 
desired. — Eclectic Medical Journal, Aug. 1869, p. 367. 



Rheumatism. — At St. Mark's Hospital the treatment, as adopted by 
Dr. Gibson may be described as embracing three points : 1st, removal of 
pressure and tension of joints ; 2d, an even and warm temperature; 3d, 
removal or relief of pain. To accomplish the first of these ends, the patient 
lies in bed, and his joints mufHed in cotton, wool and flannel, a cradje be- 
ing placed where the weight of the bed-clothes is painful. For the«e<»nd, 
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the patient wears a flannel dressing gown, and the blankets touch the 
skin of the lower extremities, sheets being placed over only the upper 
part of the bed. For the third, the linimentum belladonnse (ext. bel 
ladon. 3 j., linim. saponin 3 vj.) is applied to painful joints, and 
covered over with wadding. Occiisionally, where the pain is very 
excessive, from an .eighth U» a quarter of a grain is injected sub- 
cutaneousiy. Fi»r the rest, he has now and then found it useful to 
apply a leech or two to a swH)llen joint, or to the cardiac region. In 
cases where there appears to be a gouty complication* Dr. Gibson 
employs a little iodide of potassium ; but apart from this he does not 
give any potash to his patients He rarely finds the urine containing 
acid after the first tew da}s of treatment. As regards food, the patient 
is allowed from the first roa-^t meat, rice pudding and porter. The 
patients spoke in strong terms <;f the eflicacy of the belladonna liniment. 
At night they generally slept Wfll. — Lancet. — Buffalo Medical and 
Surgical Journal, Anag. 1869, p. 26. 



Treatment of Diaruhcea. — Dr. ^VM. Mason Turner, of Phila- 
delphia, reports, in the Medical and Surgical Reporter that in the 
beginning of the diarrjicea season, the past summer, he used successfully, 
calomel and opium in decided doses, and in nine hours after the com- 
mencement of this, ^eidliiz powder, rochelle salt or castor oil ; and after 
two good stools showing the action of the mercury, he gradually checked 
the bowels with vegetable astringents, mustard or spice plasters to the 
abdomen, and ice in small quantities. Later, fancying he saw deleterious 
effects froni the calomel (his patients seemed suddenly to grow weak 
under us use) he immediately discontinued it, and without using the 
mercurial or thQ saline and anodyne \.r^2ilmQiiX, n sorted at once to the 
vcjietable astringents. He eave immediately, from three to foiT 
drachms of a mixture of equal parts of tr opii, camphor, tr. campb., 
tr. zingib , tr. krameriae and tr. lav. com., and in "an hour after, gave 
every two hours, half tea spoonful doses of above for ^ix or eight times." 
By this method, he says, he treated some very bad cases, and with the 
most satisfactory results. 

"The bowels invariably are promptly checked; one day after the 
diarrhoea has ceased, open the bowels with some ol. olivse, or the 
castor oil mixture. This practice may not be orthodox, but the stools 
are healthy and remain so ; and orthodox or not, it is successful." — 
American Journal 0/ Dental Science, Aug. 1869, p. 196. 



Nitrate op Lead jn the Treatment of Sore Nipples.— Dr. J. G. 
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Wilson, extols {Glasgow Med. Journal^ May, 1869,) the local ap- 
plication of nitrate of lead as superior to all others, in the treatment of 
that distressing and often troublesome affection excoriated or fissured 
nipples. He says, that he has found it in numerous instances to suc- 
ceed, when tannin, gallic acid, zine^ benzoin, borax, etc. failed to produce 
the desired effect. 1 do not mean, however to asheit thai it will always 
succeed, or that it is an infallible cure, but in my experience, the cases 
were few and rare in which 1 was disappointed with the results of* its 
employment. The mode in which I use the nitr ate of lead, is in solution, 
dissolved in glycerine or brandy. The following is the formuia i 
generally employ : g. Nitratis plumbi^ gr. x. ; Glycerini, § j. Si»lve. 
This is applied i'reely to the affected nipple previous to the next ap- 
plication of the infant. This astringent lotion generally produces a bharp 
smarting pain for a sh^rt time, but this soon subsides, in superficial 
abrasions or excoriations especially, 1 have found this application to have 
an excellent efiect. In some cases of deeply fissured or ulcerated nipples, 
a stronger solution is occasionally required. In such instances, the 
lotion should be thoroughly applied, by means of a small hair pencil, to 
the whole of the fissured or ulcerated surliace. The employment of 
the nitrate of lead may, if necessary, be combined with other modes ot 
treatment. In severe cases, for example, the application of a teated 
shield, so as to protect the nipple while the treatment is being carried 
out, is sometimes advantageous. On several occasions, when treating 
cases of more than usual obstinancy, I have occasionally applied the 
nitrate of silver, collodion, or a solution of gutta percha, and found them 
useful Adjuvants. — Ainer Jour. — liashville Journal of Medicine and 
Surgery, Sept. 1869, p. 135. 



Subcutaneous Injection of Morphia in Obstetric Practice. — In 
an interesting paper to the Leipzig Obstetrical Society, Dr. Kormanu 
stated that he had. found this a very useful practice under the following 
circumstances, viz ; 1. During painful dilatation and expulsory periods, 
especially in primaparsB and in narrow pelves. 2. In spasmodic pains. 
3. In painful complications of the process of labor in general. 4. In 
severe after pains. It is in the fiist category of cases that he has es- 
pecially employed it, injecting one or both thighs. — Medical Times and 
Onzette, — Philadelphia University -Journal of Medicine and Surgery y 
Sept. 1869, p. 543. 

Sulphuric Acid in- Diarrhcea. — Very many cases of diarrhoea are 
reported having been successfully treated by small doses often repeated 



3/L 

S15 The Journal of Materia Medtca. 

of sulphuric acid. The aromatic sulphuric acid of the U. S. Pharm- 
acopoeia is the preferable form to use it. — Idem, 



Pertussis. — ^The late Dr. Valentine Mott's prescription for whooping 
cough was as follows: — §• Hydrocyanic acid, gtt. vi: ext. belladonna, 
gr. ij ; paregoric, fl. oz., iij. ; syr. baUam of tolu, fl. oz, j. ; aqua, fl. oz., 
iij. M. S. One teaspoonful four times a day. — Idem, 



Nervous Headache. — Prof. Hammond recommends the oxide of zinc 
in two grain doses three times a day. The subcarbonate of bismuth in 
the same proportions may be substituted when there is gastric disturb- 
ance. — Idem, 



Prurigo. — Take Chloroform half dram; cold cream, an ounce. Form 
an ointment. A solution of sulphuret of potash, two drams in four 
ounces of water is sometimes very effectual. — Idem, 



Painful Menstruation. — ^Take fl. ext. thyme, three drams ; fl. ext. 
gelseminum, half dram. Mix. Dose from thirty to fifly drops every 
three hours. At the same time apply the following upon the abdomen : 
— Take Lin. volatile, camphorate one ounce; vin., opii, half dram. 
Mix. — Idem, 



Perchlorate OF PoTASSA. — Accordiug to Dr. Rabuteau, {^Gazette 
Hebdomadaire, Nov. 6, 1868,) this salt occurs as a brilliant white pow- 
der, composed of small crystals. It is a much more stable compound 
than the chlorate, but less soluble. The doctor first discusses its elimi- 
nation. According to his researches, it passes unchanged through the 
system of man and dogs chiefly by the urine, but occurs also in the 
saliva, and it is all eliminated in from S6 to 48 hours. He thinks it 
possesses analagous therapeutic properties to sulphate quinia; and ad- 
vises a trial of it in intermittent feaver. He further states that he has 
observed, as a constant fact, diminution of urea, when arsenic is ad- 
ministered, and that neither the perchlorate of potash nor sulphate of 
quinia have any such action. — ffaff-Yeariy Compendium of Medical 
Science, July 1869, p. 121. 
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LIBRARY OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION, WASHINGTON, D. C. 



The Medical Profession aud Sch(>]ars generally, are aware of the 
ephemeral form in whi«h most of the early American contributions to 
the literature of medicine were given to th*i world, and, indeed, in 
which many of the more recent are being published. This condition 
of much of our professional literature is deeply regretted by all, and 
particularly by those whjse taste and research lead them to refer to this 
class of works, when the fact is made apparent that whole editions of 
tracts and books have entirely perished through noglect. "With a view 
to provide against such a contingency, and pr*^ serve for the benefit of 
the profession, in some accessible and central locality, copies of all 
home medical publicJiMons, the American Medical Association, at its 
annual meeting in May last, resolved to establish at Washington, D. C, 
a Library or Repository of American medical works, to which it is 
believed all the current medical literature of our Country will be cheer- 
fully, promptly, and constantly contributed. 

It is designed that this repository shall contain copies of every con- 
tribution by American physicians to the literature and science of 
medicine, from the earliest >ettlement of our Country, no matter how 
or where published, including all ihe books, pamphlets, journals, and 
even unpublished manuscripts, that can be collected. 

Nearly all physicians have some book or pamphlet of the character 
indicated, which may contain facts relative to the Diseases of his section 
publish*»d no where else, which they can contribute without inconvenience 
and which of itself is of trifling value, yet when many such treatises 
are assembled together from ail parts of our Country embracing its 
nosology from the earliest period of its settlement, they "^vill form a 
collection of the greatest importance to the profession. 

The Librarian of Congress has kindly consented to receive and 
preserve as a special deposit, in the Government fire proof building, any 
collection of medical works the American Medical Association may 
make, and will catalogue, and keep them in condition to be readily con- 
sulted. The accommodation thus offered the Association for ac- 
cumulating and preserving its library free of cost is generous and most 
encouraging. Gentlemen having scarce and valuable American medical 
publications will not hesitate to deposit them in such a safe, central and 



3/r 

S17 The Journal of Material Medica. 

national repository, where they will be preserved from destruction and 
their usefulness secured to the profession. 

An appeal for contribut'ons to this library is now made, perbonaliy 
and distinctly, to each and every American Physician, Meidical Publish- 
er, and Editor, to deposit copies of their works in this repository, where 
they will be carefully kept for reference and catalogued with the name 
of the donor. 

We, the undersigned, members of the American Medical Association, 
having been selected to carry into oflect, as far as practicable, the 
resolution of the Association to establish a Library, have now completed 
all the necessary arrangements for the reception and preservation or 
those books which may be sent to our care. Contributions of the class 
of works mentioned, are therefore respectfully and earnestly solicited 
from every source. Packages may be sent by niail or by Adams* ex 
press, to either of us, which will be promptly acknowledged on reception, 
and a record of titles kept. The Library-mark of the Association will 
be pasted on the inside of the cover of each volume, which will contain 
also the name of the donor. 

Hoping that you may further the project to the extent of addinpr at 
least your own productions. 

We remain respectfully, 

Robert Reyburn, M. D., 

Librarian, 

Joseph M. Toner, M. D., 

Library Committee. 
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PHYSICIANS DIARY FOR 1870. 



It is now in the hands of the publisher and will be ready for delivery 
early in November. 

In the compilatinn of this work, our aim has been to study the wants 
of the physician in country and city practice, and to exclude an irrelevant 
ma'iter that does not directly facilitate the performance of his daily 
routine of duties. In successive editions we shall endeavor to make 
such additions and improvements as may from time to time be suggest- 
ed. 

The following are the contents and disjiinguishing features: 



Editor luL -2i*- 

CONTENTS. 

Calendar, 

Phases of the Moon, 

Table of Signs, 

► Medicinal Preparations — 

Extracts, 

Pills and Granules, ^. 

Chemical?*, 

Pharmaceuticals, 

Alkaloids and Resinoids, 

New Medicines, 

Table of Incompatibles, 

Poisons and their Antidotes, 

Marshall Ilall's Ready Method in Asphyxia, 

Doses for Inhalation, 

Anti-emetic Remedies, 

Thermometry in Diseases, 

The Pulse, 

How to Graduate doses for Children, 

Abbreviations used in Prescriptions, 

Medicinal Weights and Measures, 

Normal Human Weights and Measurements, 

Memoranda, of Medicines Wanted, 

Visiting List and Record, 

Obsteric Calendar, 

Obstetric Record, 

Rule for determining Average Size of Foetus, 

Monthly Memoranda, 

Vaccination Record, 

Record of Deaths, 

Nurses Address, 

List of things Lent, 

Cash Record, 

General Memoranda, 

In order to determine how large an edition to print, we wish Phy- 
sicians, who desire it, would forward their orders at once and they shall 
be served in turn. 

Price One Dollar, including postage. Orders should be addressed to 
JOURNAL OF MATERIA MEDICA, New Lebanon, N. Y. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO THE JOURNAL OF MATERIA 

MEDICA. 



A new and enlarged edition of the Supplement to the Journal of 
Materia Medica is now ready. Besides containing a brief sunimary of 
the action and uses of the principal articles of the materia medica, in- 
cluding their doses, most important contra-indications, incompatibles and 
antidotes, it contains the analyses of the principle mineral waters in 
Europe and the United States, and formulae for dietetic preparations, <kc. 

The following important remedies and preparations have been added, 
to which the attention of the medical profession is specially called : — 



Aromatic Calisaya Wine, 
Elixir of Valerianate of Zinc, 
Elix. Calisaya, Col umbo & Quassia, 
Elix. Calisaya & Protoxide of Iron, 
Elix. of Helonias Compound, 
Ferrated Elixir of Pepsine, Strych- 
nia and Bismuth, 
Chlorodyne. 
Lithia, Bromide of, 
Quinia, Phosphate of. 
Syrup of Hypophosphite of Lime, 
Sj^rup Hypophosphite, Manganese, 
Syrup of Hypophosphite of Soda, 
Syrup Iodide Lime Protoxide Iron, 
Sjrup Alterative, 
Syrup Ginger, 
Syrup of Ipecac, 
Syrup of Iodide of Manganese, 
Syrup of Lime, 



Syrup Rhei, 

Syrup of Phosphate of Lime, 

Syrup Rhei Aromatic, 

Syrup Rhei and Potassium, 

Syrup Sarsaparilla <fe Iodide Lime, 

S^rup Sarsaparilla & Iodide Potas. 

Syrup Sarsaparilla Compound, 

Syrup Seneka, 

Syrup Squills, 

Syrup Squills Compound, 

Syrup Stillingia, 

Syrup Stillingia Compound, 

Syrup Rumex Compound, 

Syrup Pectoral, 

Syrup Tolu, 

Syrup Wild Cherry, 

Wine Wild Cherry & Iodide Iron. 

Wine of Wild Cherry & Iodine, 

Wine of Iron, Bitter, 



We will send this book, postage paid, to any physician on receipt of 
twenty- five cents. 
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Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their NameSy Tovm^ 
County and State. We are frequently unable to answer letters because 
these are omitted. 
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LEPTANDRA VIRG-INICA. 



{Culverts Physic.) 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



According to Nuttall this plant belongs to the Natural Order 
Scrophulartacecv. 

Some have thought best to put it m the Natural Order Salicacece. 

In the Linnean artificial classification, it will be found in class 
Diandria, and order Monogynia, 

Leptandra derives its name from the Greek Icptos^ slender and 
aner {andros) stamen, in reference to its form. 

Generic Character. — Calyx 5-parted, equal: corol tubular, 
4-cleft with one division smaller : capsule ovate. 2-celled, opening 
at the top. 

Specific Character. — Flowers in Aug. Color of the corolla 
white. Eoot perennial. Spike terminal, long: leavies whorled: 
stem erect: from two to five feet in height 

Habitat. — It is indigenous in most of the United States. 
History. — This plant has different popular names in various 
localities. It has been known by the names of Culver's Physic, 
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Tall Veronica, Tall Speedwell, Blackroot, etc. It has been used 
to some extent in domestic practice, for the relief of constipation, 
hepatic aflfections, etc. In torpidity of the liver. Waring observes 
that it is thought to be superior to blue pill, and that when given 
with quinine, it is thought to render the action of the latter more 
certain and effectual. 

This agent has acquired a great reputation among physicians of 
the Eclectic school, as a laxative and tonic. Its active principle, 
Leptandrin, has of late been highly lauded in a variety of diseases. 
Dr. Coe thinks that no one of the concentrated medicines has been 
^o much misunderstood as the leptandria 

Part Used. — The root. 

No. OF Principles. — Writers admit four, viz., resin, resinoid^ 
alkaloid and neutral. 

Medical Properties. — ^Alterative, cholagogue, laxative and 
tonic. Such a variety of medical properties as is contained in this 
drug, must bring it into notoriety in the treatment of very many 
diseases, some few of which will be briefly noticed. 

Therapeutic Employment. — Dyspepsia. — This disease is 
frequently found complicated with constipation of the bowels, 
disorder of the biliary functions, and more or less disease of the 
liver. In such cases small doses of blue pill, or calomel are usually 
administered, followed by saline aperients. 

It is in such cases, that this agent will be found much more 
eificacious than the use of mercurials It may be safely employed 
in any stage of the malady. Neither leptandra, nor its active 
principle (leptandrin) is to be classed with cathartics. Dr. Coe 
observes ; — " Be the cause what it might, we never deemed lep- 
tandra cathartic, although we do not doubt that some practitioners 
have been deceived into so supposing it in 'Consequence of having 
administered the remedy at that very moment when nature was 
ripe for a spontaneous dejection of accumulated fecal material. 
Leptandrin is, in our opinion, the most valuable remedy of its class. 
It is eminently cholagogue, resolvent, laxative and tonic. It is 
slow, but mild, certain and radical in its operation." 

The same author remarks, that in the treatment of dyspepsia 
dependent upon hepatic derangement, the leptandrin will be found 
one of the most reliable auxiliaries. Dr. King alludes to leptandra, 
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and also to leptandrin as valuable remedies in the treatment of this 
malady. This agent, in dyspepsia, seems to act as a tonic restoring 
the tone of the stomach, and imparting strength and activity to the 
function of digestion. Dr. Waring observes: — "It (leptandrin) is 
apparently a valuable remedy in some forms of dyspepsia." When 
this affection is complicated with an anemic condition of the system, 
the leptandrin should be administered in small doses, associated 
with some of the ferrug*inous preparations. In &ome cases a com- 
bination of leptandrin and hydrastin will be found highly serviceable. 
Notwithstanding all the various remedies devised for the relief of 
this malady, diet and regimen require the utmost consideration. 
Dr. Copland very justly observes; — '* Unless the diet of the dys- 
peptic be duly regulated, medical means will be employed in vain." 
The kinds and quality of nourishment should be prescribed with 
reference to the fige, state of health, and mode of life of the in- 
dividual, and to the climate and season of the year. 

W. Paine, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of 
Medicine and Pathology in the Philadelphia University of Mcdicino- 
and Surgery, substantiates about the same views relative to the- 
therapeutic uses of leptandrin, as are published in the Lancet, Aug.. 
30, 1862, p. 239. 

Dr. W. Paine * observes ; — '• Leptandrin has a most beneficial 
influence upon the digestive organs. I have in a very large number- 
of cases of inveterate dysj)epsia, entirely relieved the symptoms in 
a few days, by the use of leptandrin and frazerin. As a mild 
alterative, and excitant to the liver, it may be used in combination 
with leontodin, modifying the leontodin, by slightly increasing its 
purgative power, and imparting more vigor and tone to the digestive 
organs, whilst it aids in stimulating and exciting the liver. I have 
known doses af leontodin and leptandrin, one grain of the former 
and two of the latter, to be followed by copious bilious dischai'ges, 
and the distressing pains relieved promptly." The editor of the 
Lancet remarks , — " In all cases requiring a mild stimulus to the 
liver, such as we usually seek in small doses of blue-pill, with 
opium to prevent purging, the leptandrin is better." Braithwaitt^s 
Retrospect^ Part 46 p. 214 has the following: — It acts as a tonic, 
restoring the tone of the stomach and improving the digestion. 
It is a valuable remedy in dyspepsia." 
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Dysentery. — Dr. Coe observes. — **Leptandrin is one of the 
best adjunctives to the podophyllin in all cases when the latter 
remedy is indicated. We seldom treat either typhoid fever or 
dysentery, in this locality, without a combination of the two. 

The following is our usual formula for typhoid fever : 

y Leptandrin, grs. iij. 

Asclepin, -.-.-- gi-s. ij. 

Podophyllin - - - - - grs. j. 

Mix, and give at a single dose. We generally repeat this 
powder once in twenty-four hours until the secretions of the liver 
and bowels are corrected. In the treatment of dysentery we em- 
plo3^ the following : 

IJ Leptandrin, ..... g^s. vi. 

Podophyllin, - grs. ij. 

Asclepin, grs. iv. 

Mix, and divide into four powders. Give one every two hourSy 
and continue until the discharges from the bowels assume a healthier 
appearance. We sometimes substitute caulophyllin for the asclepin, 
and we find it excellent for controlling the spasmodic pains ac- 
companying this complaint. After the acute symptoms of the 
disease have subsided, and the bowels continue relaxed, the 
leptandrin may be combined with geranin, myricin, rhusin, or other 
astringents. In this manner the action of each may be modified, 
and the discharges restrained without producing constipation. As 
a general thing, however, we prefer to alternate the leptandrin with 
astringents, and this plan, we think^ will give the practitioner the 
greatest amount of satisfaction. In all intestinal disorders connect- 
ed or originating from a deranged action of the liver, the leptandrin 
is one of the most efficient remedies known." 

Dr. Waring says that leptandrin is highly commended in 
epidemic dysentery and infantile cholera. It is said to be a valuable 
adjunct to podophylhn and iridin.* 

Combined with podophyllin. Dr. King says " that leptandrin is 
a prompt and effectual remedy m epidemic dysentery, often effecting 
a peiTOanent cure in from twelve to eighteen hours ; in dysentery 
with irritable bowels, it may be used alone with advantage, or 
combined with camphor, as in such cases its union with podophyllin 
i& contra-indicated." 

*Lancet, Aug. 30, 1863, p. 239. 
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No doubt but that many cases would respond favorably to the 
administration of leptandrin in combination with opium and 
camphor.. Dr. Bennet has frequently used leptandrin in con- 
nection with gelsemin, in the proportion of one sixteenth or one- 
twentieth of a grain of the former to two of the latter, four or live 
times a day, in cases of dysentery, and other diseases of the bowels. 
The number of the Lancet above quoted says that leptandrin is 
highly commended in this malady, particularly in epidemic dys- 
entery. The same paper remarks; "It does not purge at all, and 
even its laxative effect is very slight, while on the stomach it acts 
as a decided tonic. This remarkable action renders the leptandrin 
most valuable in diarrhoea and chronic dysentery, where the alvine 
secretions are destitute of bile and the mucous membrane is irritable.*' 

No disease is much more common than dysentery, and yet its 
treatment is far, from being settled ; frequently new remedies are 
announced as having great control over its progress, but few are 
mentioned under the sanction of higher authority than leptandrin. 
It may be associated to advantage with most of the remedies em- 
ployed in its treatment, on account of its peculiar action upon the 
liver, and its tonic effect upon the stomach. Dr. C. — remarks; — 
"It not only regulates the functions of the liver, but corrects and 
restores the secreting power throughout the whole extent of the 
alimentary canal. Not only does the mucoug membrane of the 
stomach and bowels come under its especial control, but the entire 
organism acknowledges its active power. The whole glandular 
system, including the skin, partakes of its healthful impress." 
Many patients have been cured of this affection by using the sulphite 
of soda, in doses varying from ten to fifteen grains, three or four 
times a day, but when this salt is alternated with leptandrin in 
combination with half a grain of opium prompt i*elief will usually, 
be the result. 

Hjemorehoids. — Dr. Coe says that he has employed leptandrin 
and juglandin, equal parts with great success in the cure of con- 
stipation and piles. He mentions a case of the latter complaint, 
accompanied with frequent hemorrhage from the rectum, of twelve 
years standing. This case was cured in a short time, by the use 
of the above-mentioned remedies. In the treatment ot piles, cither 
,with./)r without hemorrhage, Ij^ deems leptandrin invaluable. He 
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advises the use ot liydrastiu and leptandrin incornbination, or used 
alternately, 

lie uses the following pill in this aifection; Leptandrin 3j, 
Ilydrastin 3 s.-^. Form a mass with mucilage of gum arabic and 
divide into thirty pills. Dose from one to two, three times per day. 
At tljo ffame time, if there be hemorrhage or ulceration of the 
rectum present, he employs the following enema; hydrastin 3j. 
boiling water Oj. Ue administers two ounces of the infusion three 
or four times per day, cold or tepid as best accords with the feelings 
of the patient. lie advises one or tv/o grains hydrastin three times 
per day, and from two to four grains of leptandrin at bed time, not 
neglecting the use of the above enema. By using juglandin, hy- 
drastin, and leptandrin in this malady, he tliinks a cure will seldom 
fail of bein^c effected. 

Intp:rmittent Feveh.— I'he Editor of the Lma^t, in his 
remarks vipon leptandrin, observes; — *' In combination with 
quinine it is alleged that it renders the latter more certain and 
efficacious in thetreatment of intermittents; and given in continued 
doses alter powerful evacuants by podophyllin or calomel, it main- 
tains a slight but effectual action restorative of a healthy secretion 
of bile and daily well-formed stools. Combinations of this with 
ii'idin and small doses of podophyllin will strike practitioners as 
being very useful in ii.any cases." Dr. Waring makes nearly the 
same statement, as the editor of the Lancet^ relative to the employ- 
ment of leptandrin with quinine in this malady. Dr. W. observes ; 

» 

— ''In inteimittents, if given with quinine, it is thought to render 
the action of the latter more certain and effectual'' 

Dr. Johnll. Griscom of New York, in a paper presented before 
the New York State Medical Society, Feb. 1368, in treating of soda 
sulphis, observes; — "We have several reports in n:edieal journals 
of its efficacy in intermittent, remittent and typhus fevere, in 
scarlatina, small pox and measles, the theory of its action in those 
cases being that the acid is absorbed into the blood itself, and 
therein exerts its antiseptic properties directly upon the maUrks 
moi'hi which give rise to the disorders." Adopting Dr. Griscom's 
theory, the soda sulphis, alternated with leptandrin, must be con- 
sidered good trejitment for intermittent fever, both agents being 
recommended in that disease by high authority. 
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Chronic Diarrhoea. — Dr. W. Paine observes; — *'In chronic 
•diarrhoea and dysentery, especially when connected with pulmonary 
derangement leptandrin, combined with the muriate of hydrastin, 
is almost a specific. A large number of cases of chronic diarrhoea 
occurring among our returned soldiers, have been promptly cured 
by the use of this remedy ; and that, too, after a most extensive 
use of nitrate of silver, mercurials, and astringents." He mentions 
the case of a soldier, who came under his charge, troubled with 
chronic diarrhoea and congestion of the liver for several months, 
terminating in the degeneration of the blood, resulting froni the 
use of mercurials, dropsical effusion into the cellular tissue, ex* 
tensive debility, and a strong tendency to tuberculous inflammation 
of the lungs. This case he informs us, was promptly relieved by 
means of iron per hydrogen, leptandrin, and the muriate of hy- 
drastin. Dr. Waring makes favorable allusion to the use of 
leptandrin in the treatment of diarrhoea. 

Acting decidedly upon the mucous surfaces, leptandrin commends 
itself to the profession, as an invaluable remedy in the treatment 
of this malady. Dr. Coe gives his testimony in favor of its use 
in the cure of this disease. In all cases, in which this affection is 
the result of indigestion, the author would suggest that soda sulphis 
should be alternated with leptandrin. 

Typhoid Fever — Dr. King observes that leptandrin may be 
safely and efficaciously employed in typhoid fevier. The root of 
leptandra he considers an excellent laxative in all febrile diseases. 
He says ; " It is peculiarly applicable to bilious and typhoid fevers, 
oausing discharges of a black tarry and morbid character, without 
debilitating the tone of the bowels or of the general system." 

It is said that \\s specific influence appears to consist in stim- 
ulating the digestive apparatus, especially the stoniach, bowels and 
liver. For the relief of tympanites, a very frequent and annoying 
•complication in this affection, probably no better prescription could 
be made than soda sulphis and leptandrin. 

Of soda sulphis, Dr. J. H. Griscom says that it speedily arrests 
the fermenting process which the contents of the alimentary canal 
so frequently undergo, eliminating gases, producing symptoms of 
flatxdence, and which doubtless in many cases is the. cause of 
diarrhoea, nausea, colic and other attendant symptoms. For the 
arrestation of this proems of decomposition, he says that he ha£f 
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* 

found no means equal to soda sulphis. In several instances in 
which flatulence was a very prominent symptom, he found one or 
two doses of the salt appear to have immediately arrested and 
removed it From what is known of the action of leptandrin and 
soda sulphis, their combination must be regarded as valuable in 
the treatment of this fever. 

Good ventilation, and suitable alimentation are ot the utmost 
importance in the management of this fever, without which, med- 
ication is of very little value. What is called heroic treatment 
should be discarded in this malady, and mild measures adopted ; 
mercurials should very seldom be employed. Leptandrin, £s an 
alterative, will be found efficient, and perfectly safe, even in cases^ 
where calomel or blue pill might jeopardize the life of the patient 
The mercurial preparations in many other diseases are invaluable, 
but in typhoid fever, not only valueless but hazardous, and should 
give place to the employment of leptandrin whenever an alterative 
is indicated. In combination with gelsemin, many speak of its 
use in the highest terms in the treatment of this disease. 

Leptandrin is held in high estimation by Eclectic physicians in 
the treatment of typhoid fever. It is not so much for the aperient 
properties, as its tonic and alterative, for which they employ it, and 
its peculiar effects on the liver. 

The following is Doct Coe's formula in the treatment of this 
disease, without which he seldom treats a case of tjphoid fever ; 
"^ Leptandrin, - • - - - grs. iij. 

Asclepin, grs. ij. 

Podophyllin, grs.' j. 

Mix, and givp at a single dose. He generally repeats this powder 
once in twenty- four hours until the secretions of the liver and 
bowels are corrected. 

Syphilis. — Prof. W. Paine observes, in his valuable treatise on 
concentrated medicines, page 74 ; — " Leptandrin is also of benefit 
in glandular affections. It may serve a valuable purpose, like the 
leontodin, in syphilia" 

This is a disease in which the author would resort to the em- 
ployment of mercury in some of its forms, however other remedies 
might be found valuable associated with it, among which leptandrin 
should be advised. Many cases will* be' found to yield to the em- 
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ployment of this agent in conjunction with podophyllin, phytolac- 
cin or conium. 

A favorite prescription of Prof. W. P. — is made of podophyllin 
five grains, two ounces of the compound syrup of rhei et potassa, 
and two of the fluid extract of leptandra virginica, and give a 
tablespoonful of the mixture two or three times a day. . 

Bronchitis. — Leptandrin is said to be an admirable auxiliary 
remedy in the treatment of bronchitis, also, laryngitis, and other 
affections of the respiratory organs. It is spoken of as a safe and 
certain resolvent, acting in an especial manner upon the mucous 
membranes, hence is of service m all affections of these surfaces. 
Many cases will respond, favorably to the employment of this agent 
alternated with ammonioe murias, senega, ipecacuanha, or small 
doses of lobelia. 

Chronic Inflammation of the Bladder. — Chronic uro- 
cystitis is often complicated, as Dr. Copland observes, with 
stricture of the urethra, or with disease of the prostate or kidneys. 
The more complicated the affection, the more difficult and uncertain 
the cura When this malady is free from complications, the lep- 
tandrin, from its favorable action upon mucous membranes, will 
prove serviceabla 

Dr. Coe observes; — In chronic inflammation of the bladder, 
leucorrhoea, etc., the practitioner will find it (leptandrin) a service- 
able and reliable remedy." Where there are irritability and pain 
of the bladder, opiates given by the mouth or in enemata, should 
be conjoined with every method of cure."* Often the leptandrin 
will be found to act favorably in conjunction with hydras tin, 
decoction of pareira, or the infusion of buchu. Hyoscyamus, 
chimaphila umbellata and leptandrin, combined in suitable propor- 
tions, will oflen give relief from pain, and if given perseveringly, 
frequently effect a cura 

Cutaneous Affections. — Dr. Coe remarks ; — '* In the treat- 
ment of diseases of the skin, no better general remedy can be 
brought to bear." Most aflfections of the skin, would, doubdess 
be greatly benefited, if not cured, by the internal employment of 
leptandrin, and the external use of carbolic acid. Perhaps no 
better external application will be found more beneficial, in these 
affections. thiin a solution. of carbolic acid in ^lycerina 

♦Copland, vol. .«!, p. 1309. 
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PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract, • - Dose ^ to 1 Dram. 

Leptandrin, - " J to 1 grain in acute cases. 

" - - " 1 to 2 grains in chronic cases. 

Pills of Leptandrin, - 1 grain each. 

TINCTURE OF LEPTANDRA. 

Fluid Extract, - . . . Two Ounces. 
Diluted Alcohol, .... One Pint 
Dose — Half to one ounce. 

SYRUP OF LEPTANDRA. 

Fluid Extract, . . . . Four Ounces. 
Syrup, - . - . Eight Ouncea 

Dose. — One and a half to three drams. 

COMPOUND PILLS OP LEPTANDRIN. 

Leptandrin, One DrauL 

Podophyllin, .... Half Dram. 

Solid Ext Ehubarb, - - - Sufficient 
Mix, and divide into sixty pills. 

Dose — One to two pills once or twice a day. Valuable hydra- 
gogue. Beneficial in liver affections, obstinate constipation, or 
whenever catharsis is required. 

MIXTURE OF LEPTANDRIN. 

Leptandrin, .... Six graina 

Quinia, Three grains. 

Camphor, - - - one and a half graina 

» Powdered Ipecac, • Three-quarters Grains. 

Divide into twelve powders. One may be given every two or 
three hours, and used for several days. Excellent in cholera 
infantum. 

Charcoal, One Dram. 

Leptandrin, .... Three Grains. 
Make twelve powders. 
Dose— One every two or three hours. 

Note — By refening to the proceedings of the American Pharm- 
aceutical Association for 1859, page 238, it will be seen, that 
among the remedies, proposed as new ofBcinals, the root of lep- 
tandra Yirginica is included 
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CAUSTIC vs. ISSUE. 



In a case of secondary syphilis where I required an issue, the 
severity of the usual manner of applying caustics being inadvisable 
on account of a general nervous irritability of the patient, the fol- 
lowing mode occurred to my mind which was used with success 
-equal to the old manner of cauterization but was not accompanied 
with any pain. The patient remarked " it is not doing any good ; 
Doctor you had better look at it " and simply because of no 
apparent manifestations such as the acute burning sensation which 
had always been heretofore experienced now being absent 

My manner of cauterizing possibly may not be a new idea and 
perhaps has been prefoimed many times before but as far as I am 
personally concerned it was with me purely original. I also think 
it as usefiil an item to others as it was to me in this case where it 
appeared impossible to perform by the old method of penciling. 

Taking a medium size cupping glass inverting and filling it with 
•cotton, I placed there upon 1-16 inch of Pulvis. Sacch. Alba, 
and upon this an equal depth of Pulvis. Potassa Cau&tica (fine 
scrappings with my pen-knife) thus improvising a Caustiqua I 
reversed the glass in direct apposition to the eperdemis choosing 
the right dorsal region for its site, and with a gentle yet firm pres- 
sure retained it 15 or 20 minutes, upon removing it I found a neat 
and equally excoriated surface and now in want of an in'itant to 
promote the discharge I ordered as follows : 

9 Ungeuntum Picis Liquid, - - - § ii. 

Pulvis Sanguinaria, • - - 3i. 

Euphorbuiin, gr. v. 

M. 

My theory originated from previous observations. 

1st Compression with a small circular tube upon any soft parts 
produces a ccnvex surface the extent of which is partial anaesthesia. 

2d. Deprived of an excess of atmospheric air caustic wastes less 
and in action is therefore more rapid and perfect 

8d. A requisite amount of moisture feeing essential to their de- 
sired action I induced this by the sugar upon the oue side and the 
, natural temperature of the body upon the other. 

4th. A convex surface is more readily attacked and the depth and 
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cauterization more even because of a concave centre. 

Dr. J. D. Williams. 
240 W, Madison St, Ghicogo, 
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DIABETES TREATED WITH CARBONATE OF 
AMMONIA ADMINISTERED LARGELY. 



BY F. W. PAVY, M. D., F. R. S. 



In a recent number of the British Medical Journal, I referred to a 
case of diabetes mellitus, that I was treating with carbonate of ammonia- 
administered to a larger extent than is usual ; and I promised, a little 
later, to send for publication an account of the result. This I now 
propose to do. The history of the case is drawn from the. notes fur 
nished to me by my clinical clerk, Mr. W. B. Taylor. 

William F., aged fifty, No. 2, John Ward, Guy's Hospital, admitted 
March 24th, 1869, a married man, by occupation an engineer on. board 
a steam vessel, plying between London and Yarmouth, states that about 
two years ago he noticed that he was losing flesh rapidly, and becoming 
very weak, and that at the same time he experienced an unusual amount 
of thirst and hunger, and passed a large quantity of water. The med- 
ical man whom he consulted told him he was suffering from diabetes, 
and sent him to Guy's Hospital, where he was admitted and remained 
for six or seven weeks. During this time he much improved, arid upon 
his discharge passed between three and four pints of urine in the twenty- 
four hours, which was much less than he had formerly voided. He 
afterwards attended for three months as an out-patient, and still con- 
tinued improving. Whilst under treatment, and for some time after- 
wards, he kept to a restricted diet ; but about a year ago he resumed an 
ordinary mode of living, except that he avoided sugar, and only partook 
of potatoes occasionally. He also resumed his employment, and con- 
tinued well up to a week before Christmas last. At this time he was 
shipwrecked at Yarmouth, and narrowly escaped being drowned. Two 
da^s aflerwards, he noticed a return of his old symptoms; his urine 
began to increase in quantity, and he became again very thirsty. He 
resumed his former diet, but his complaint unabated, and finding him- 
self daily getting thinner and weaker, he applied for admission into the 
hospital. 
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Jt is interesting, to notice that after the complaint had been subdued 
and kept under for several months, a return of it in a state of severity 
seems to have been brought about by the shock received from his ex- 
posure to shipwreck. It is a fair conclusion, I think, that this was so, 
and it agrees with what I have noticed in other cases. I have long been 
of opinion that the complaint is susceptible of being influenced in a 
marked manner by mental states. 

For the first few days after admission into the hospital, the patient 
was put upon mixed diet. The quantity of urine Ranged from eight to 
ten and a half pints per diem, and the sugar from 6,000 to 8,000 grains. 
Without change of diet at first, he was ordered to take 100 grains of 
carbonate of ammonia during the course of twenty- four hours. It was 
dissolved in a pint of water, and administered in small frequently 
repeated portions. The effect to begin wiih was to cause an increased 
quantity of urine to be passed, but the proportion of sugar being rather 
diminished, the quantity for the twenty four hours remained about ^ the 
same ; a decided influence was exerted upon the cerebral functions. The 
patient felt giddy, stumbled, and upon one occasion almost fell in walk- 
ing ; and had dimness of sight, with occasional bright flashes before his 
eyes. He also experienced a feeling of sickness, but there was no 
actual retching or vomiting; and notwithstanding the feeling of sickness, 
he was able to take his food as usual. 

On account of these symptoms, it was only for two days thai the 100. 
grains of carbonate of ammonia were continued ; on the third day, 90 
grains were taken, and the next day it was taken off altogether, and 
aqua camphorce given instead. The patient was also now placed upon 
a restricted diet, which as is usual, brought down the quantity of urine 
and sugar in a very notable manner. 

In ten days' time, the carbonate of ammonia was administered again. 
During the flrst day, 75 grains were taken, and then as before, 100 
grains. This time no particular inconvenience was complained of, and 
the patient was ordered to persevere with its employment. The first 
day, the urine was higher in quantity, and continued afterwards rather 
higher than it had been, although the sugar remained for a while about 
the same. Then, whether from the effect of the restricted diet or 
carbonate of ammonia, the sugar disappeared altogether, and afler it had 
been absent for about ten days, the carbonate of ammonia was again 
taken off, and camphor- water given instead. The urine immediately 
rather fell in quantity, and remained devoid of sugar. After a lapse 
of nine davs, a little ordinary bread — at first two ounces, and the four 
ounces, per diem — was allowed, and still the urine continued for a time 
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free '/rom sugar. Later, however, sugar reappeared, but cot to any 
great extent. Again the carbonate of ammonia was given, and again 
an increase in the quantity of urine was noticed. For a few days the 
amount of sugar passed udderwent no material change ; subsequently 
however, it again disappeared. 

Looking at the facts of this case, taken altogether, it would certainly 
seem that the carbonate of ammonia exerted a controlling influtnce over 
the disease. No immediate and decided effect, however, of the kind 
that is produced by the administration of opium was traceable. — Brit- 
ish Medical Journal, — New Orleans Journal of Medicine^ October 
1869, p. 839. 
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NIEMEYER ON THE RELATION OF HEMOPTYSIS 

TO PHTHISIS. 



DY HENRY TUCK, M. D., BOSTON. 



F. Niemeyer, in a recent article in the Berlin Klin. Wochenschr. (Nos. 
17 and 18, 1869), entitled "Some Remarks upon the Relation existing 
between Haemoptysis and Phthisis," makes the following statements, 
as embodying the result of his study and experience. 

1. Most, th(>ugh not all, patients, who suffer from capillary, bronchial 
or parenchymatous haemorrhage of the lungs, are either already 
phthisical or becomi!^g so later. 

2. Capillary, bronchial or parenchymatous hemorrhages are not un- 
frequently followed by phthisis, where no direct connection exists 
between the hemorrhage and the pneumonic processes, which, as a rule, 
are the origin of phthisis. Patients who are predisposed to such 
haemorrhages, are also predisposed to these inflammatory processes. 

3. Capillary, bronchial and parenchymatous hflemorrhages are not un- 
frequently, in patients in whose lungs neither tubercles nor the remains 
of an old pneumonia are present, the origin of phthisis, and in this way, 
that the blood poured into the alveoli of the lungs and remaining there 
with the products of the inflammation set up by this effused blond, 
undergoes caseous degeneration. 

4. In the same way, bronchial and parenchymatous haemorrhages 
often hasten the course of an already existing case of phthisis. 

5. In some exceptional cases the haemoptysis is not the origin but the 
result of pneumonic changes, which, in their further development, lead 
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to phthisis. Such cases are easily recogaized, as violent fever or other 
inflammatory symptoms usually accompany or precede such attacks 
of haemoptysis. 

6. The blood remaining eflfused in the alveoli of the lungs and the 
products of an old pneumonia, which have undergone caseous de. 
generation, are often the exciting cause of the development of miliary 
tubercle. — Boston Medical and SurgicalJoitrnaL — New Orleans Journal 
of Medicine, October 1869, p. 841. 
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ON THE INTERNAL. ADMINISTRATION OF CHLO- 
ROFORM IN CONGESTIONS. 



BY J. F. A. ADAMS, M. D., PITTSFIELD. 



The two following cases are reported to illustrate the almost instan- 
taneous action of chloroform in controlling congestions : — 

Case I. — Congestion of Lungs and Brain, L. H., bachelor, aged 25 ; 
workman in glass works in summer, music- teacher in winter; tempera- 
ment nervo- sanguine, constitution strong. In 1863, having previously 
been a sailor, he enlisted in the navy, and was attached to an iron-clad. 

During an engagement, as he was standing between decks, with his 
back against an iron stanchion, a shell struck the upper deck, directly 
over his head; and the thrill communicated to the stanchion threw him 
forward upon the deck, insensible. For five months, he was disable, be- 
ing partially paralyzed, and unable to straighten himself. On his recovery 
he enlisted in the cavalry, but after a short time, while on the march in 
a hot sun, he fell from his horse insensible, and was supposed to have a 
sunstroke. This was followed by a prolonged sickness, in consequence 
of which he was discharged. Since then, he has had good general health, 
but has had two attacks of violent convulsions and delirium, beginning 
with haemorrhage from the lungs, and each followed by an alarming 
illness of several weeks, judged from the account of symptoms to have 
been brain fever. He has also been subject to severe headache, 
accompanied with numbness of the left side. 

On June 8th, 1869, he was well until 1, P. M., when he was attacked 
with headache, and went to bed. Shortly after, he felt great oppression 
at the chest, and expectorated a little frothy blood. He then became 
convulsed and delirious. 

Was first seen by me two hours after the first attack. Was then 
wildly delirious, requiring to be held by several men ; struggling for 
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breath; clutching at the chest; face and lips livid ; pulse 100, very full 
and hard ; pupils slightly and equally dilated, not sensitive to light ; 
patient entirely insensible to all external impressions. On ausculation, 
respiration was found to be chiefly tubular. This condition soon gave 
place to an epileptiform convulsion, with total insensibility, episthotonos, 
but no frothing at the mouth. After some minutes, relaxation took 
place, he became partly conscious, and, after dozing a few minutes, again 
became wildly delirious. This alternation, I was told, had continued 
from the first. Had also short, convulsive cough, without expectoration. 
These symptoms leading me to a diagnosis of congestion of the lungs 
and brain, I gave, by the mouth, chloroform 3 ss., with fl. ext. ergotas 
(Squibb's), | ss , applied mustard to the chest and ice to the head, after 
cutting the hair short. In less than five minutes the breathing became 
deep and natural, he ceased to clutch at the chest, the lividity of the face 
disappeared, and the pulse became softer. From this time he had no 
convulsion, but was actively delirious, at intervals shouting and strug- 
gling, for two hours longer, during which time the sam«*. dose of 
chloroform and ergot was repeated every half hour. At 5. P. M., he 
had ceased to be delirious, and slept naturally. J gave a cathartic, and 
left him till 7, P. M. On my return, he was awake, quiet and rational ; 
pupils normal ; breathing naturally ; feeling extreme exhaustion ; left 
arm and leg completely paralyzed. Pulse very soft, 120. From this 
time there was no return of the symptoms. At 9, P. M. he was given 
a pill of morph. sulph., ext. belladon., iiii gr. \. He slept pretty well, 
vomiting once and having one dejection during the night. The next 
morn\ng the paralysis had disappeared ; and, in the afternoon, he sat up, 
but felt very weak, and had nausea and occasional vomiting. This was 
entirely relieved by one five grain dose of subnitrate of bismuth. lie 
also had one grain of sulphate of quinine every three hours. On the 
sixth day he walked out and came to my office, and soon afterwards 
returned to work. Since then he has had excellent health and no cough; 
but has had occasional headaches, especially after violent exertion. A 
thorough examination of the lungs has shown them to be free from dis- 
ease. This attack was said by the patient and his friends to be precisely 
similar to the two he has had since leaving the army, beginning with 
haemoptysis, and going on to convulsions and delirium; but they were 
each followed by several weeks illness, with symptoms described like 
brain fever, and tedious convalescence. The instant relief of the 
pulmonary and cerebral congestion 1 attribute to the chloroform, which 
was aided a little later by the ergot, my experience of whose value in 
convulsions has been most happy. It is probable that, by this early 
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relief of cerebral congestion, an attack of cerebral inflammation was , 
evaded. 

Cask 11. — Haemoptysis. — W. B., widower; aged 51; commercial 
traveler ; temperament nervo bilious ; of phthisical faniily ; constitution 
originally very strong, but now broken by hard work and dissipation. 
For several years has suffered with asthmatic cough and dyspnoea, but 
has not had haemoptysis. 

On the morning of July 16th, 1869, did not feel very well, and drank 
some hot spirits. Soon after, profuse hsemoptysis came on. When I 
saw him, shortly after, he had lost a full pint of bright, frothy blood, 
mixed with clots, and was still bleeding; felt great oppression across 
the chest, and said he could feel the blood flowing from a point in the 
lower porti ^n and front of the left lung. I gave him immediately 
chloroform 3 ss. The bleeding ceased, almost instantaneously, and he 
said the oppression at the chest was removed, as soon as he had swallow- 
ed the medicine. The chloroform was repeated throe times, at intervals 
of half an hour, combined, after the first dose, with acid, sulph. arom. 
3 ss. Patient soon slept and perspired very profusely; had occasional 
slight cough, but no bleeding till eveni* g, when another attack came on 
almost as pr tfuse as the first ; and the next day there were two others. 
They were all treated in the same way as the first, with the same im- 
mediate arrest of the hemorrhage. During the intervals, acid, sulph. 
.arom; and acid, gallic; were given. After the fourth attack, patient 
was »xtr*»m»*ly exhausted, having lost nearly if not quite a pint of blood, 
.at each attack. He was then given pilU of plumb, acet. and opium, 
and has since had no haem >ptj8is, though he has had cough and ex- 
.pectoration, with general debility. On auscultation, the lower half of 
the left luntf was found full of tubercles. 

The action of the chloroform, in this case, seemed to be to relieve the 
pulmonary congestion, as shown by the immediate cessation of the 
^* oppressed '' sensation, and arrest of the hemorrhage. It therefore 
seems to me an invaluable remedy in haemoptysis. 1 have never heard 
of its being so uised before, and would be giad to hear of similar cases. 

I have also treated several cases of Cfdie, some of them of extreme 
severity, with chltg-oform, in doses of from 3 J to 3j.; and always 
with immediate and complete relief. These doses are always followed 
by profuse sweating, and, after a few hours, by more or less nausea and 
vomiting, which is always, in my experience, relieved by a little bismuth 
In minute doses, I have found chloroform the best of all remedies for 
irritating bronchial cough, and, in these cases, use it largely. — Boston 
Medical and SurgicalJournal^ October 1869, p. 201. 

22 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL ACTION OF THE HYDRATE OF 

CHLORAL. 



Dr. B. W. KicHARDsoK made an extremely interesting report on this 
suliject to the Biological section of the British Association for the ad- 
vancement of Science, at its recent meeting, from which we make the 
following extract: The hydrate of chloral, for the introduction of which 
into medical practice we are indebted to Liebreich (known for his re- 
searches on prota^on), " is a white crystalline body, soluble in water, 
' and yielding a solution not v^ry disagreeable to the taste. It is made 
by the addition of water to the substance chloral. Chloral, the com- 
position of which is C 2 H CI 3 O, is the final product of the action of 
dry chlorine on ethylic alcohol. It is an oily fluid, thin, colourless, 
volatile. The specific gravity is 1.502 at 64° Fahr., and it boils at 202** 
Fahr. It has a vapor density of 73, taking hydrogen as unity. The 
odor is pungent. When chloral is treated with a little water heat i» 
evolved, and small stellate white crj'stals are formed as the fluid solidi- 
fies. The solid substance is the hydrate of chloral^ C2 H CI3 O Ha O. 
The hydrate is slowly volatilized if it be exposed to the air, and the 
odor of it were it not pungent, is so like melon as to be hardly dis- 
tinguishable from melon. When heat is applied to the hydrate it 
distills over without undergoing decomposition. 

" When to a watery solution of hydrate of chloral caustic soda or 
. potassa is added, the hydrate is decomposed, chloroform (CHCJ3 ) is 
set free, and a formate of sodium or potassium, according to the alkali 
used, is formed. It was on a knowledge of this decomposition by an 
alkali that Liebreich was led to test the action of the substance phys- 
iologically, lie conceived the idea that in the living blood the same 
change could be effected, and that the chloroform would be liberated so 
slowly that anaesthesia of a prolonged kind would result. To try this 
he subjected animals to the action of chloral, and even man, and proved 
that sleep c6\jild be rapidly induced without the second stage of ex- 
citement comon to the action of chloroform when it is given by inhalation. 
Liebreich produced in a rabbit, by a dose of 0.5 g|^mme of the hydrate 
of chloral, a sleep which lasted nine hours. This dose was equivalent 
to 0.35 of chloral, and to 0.29 of chloroform. The symptoms, he 
found, were like those produced by chloroform. In some cases he gave 
the hydrate to the human subject. The first case was that of a lunatic, 
to whom he administered 1.35 gramme. No irritation was set up, and 
five hours of sleep was obtained. In a second case he gave internally 
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a dose of 3.5 grammes to a man suffering from melancholia, by which 
he produced a sleep of sixteen hours. 

"Such," said Dr. Richardson, " was an epitome of the facts placed 
before l^im at the time when he commenced to make his experiments. 
In setting out on his own account, he first prepared a standard solution 
of the hydrate. He found that 30 grains dissolved in 40 grains of water, 
and formed a saturated solution, ths whole making up exactly the fluid- 
rachm. The standard solution prepared in this way was very con- 
venient. 

" He next proceeded to inquire whether, by the addition of the hydrate 
to fresh blood, chloroform was liberated. This was proved to be the 
fact : the odor of chloroform was very distinct from the blood, and 
chloroform was itself distilled over from the blood, and condensed by 
cold into a receiver. 

" The narcotic power of the hydrate was then tried on pigeons, rabbits, 
and frogs. The standard solution named above was employed, and was 
administered ither by the mouth or by hyp( 'dermic injection. The 
action was equally etlective by both methods. The general results were 
confirmatory of Leibreich's own experience to a very considerable extents 
They are as follows: In pigeons, weighing from 8^ lo 11 ounces^,, 
mrcotism was produced readily by the administration cf from 1^ to 2^ 
grains of the hydrate. In these animals the dose of 3^ grains was the 
extreme that could be borne with safety, and a dose of \\ grain was 
sufficient to produce sleep and insensibility. The fall dose of 2^ grains^ 
produced drowsiness in a f(3w minutes, and deep sleep with entire in- 
sensibility in twenty minutes. Before goitig to sleep there was in every 
case, whether the dose were large or small, vomiting. As the sleep and! 
the insensibility came on, there was in every instance a fall of animal 
temperature, and even in cases where recovery followed, this decrease 
was off en to the extent of five degrees. The respiration- also fell in 
proportion, declining in one case from 34 to 19 in the minute durinor the 
stage of insensibility. Froni the full dose that coujd be borne by the 
pigeon the sleep which followed lasted from three and a half to four 
hours. Six hours was at least required for perfect recovery. During 
the first stages of narcotism in pigeons the evolution of chloroform by 
the breath was most distinctly marked. 

" In rabbits weighing from 83 to 88 ounces, thirty grains of the 
hydrate were required in order to produce deep sleep and insensibility. 
A smaller dose caused drowsiness and want of power in the hinder ex- 
tremities, but no distinct insensibility. 
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^* When the full effect is produced in rabbits from the administration 
of the large dose, the drowsiness comes on in a few minutes ; it is 
followed by want of power in the hinder limbs, and in fifteen minutes 
by deep sleep and complete insensibility. The pupil dilates, and be- 
comes irregular ; the respiration falls (in one case from 60 to 39 in the 
minute), and the temperature declines 6° Fahr.; sensibility returns with 
the rise in number of respiratory movements, but in some cases falls 
again during the process of recovei y. The drowsiness, or, if the animal 
is left alone, what may be called sleep lasts from five and a half to six 
hours. But it was observed that the period of actual anaesthesia was 
very short, lasting not longer than half an hour, after which the skin 
seemed rather more than naturally sensitive to touch. During recovery 
there are tremors of muscles almost like the rigors from cold ; they are 
due probably to great failure of animal temperature. 

*^ la frogs a grain of the hydrate causes almost insensibility, coma, 
and death. 

" fn further prosecution of his rerearch, the author tested, on similar 
subjects, the efft'ct of chloroform, bichl<»ride of methylene, tetrachloride 
of carbon, and chloride of am} 1. In all the observations with these 
substances, the narcotizing agent was used by hypodermic injection. It 
was found as a result of these inquiries, that seven grains, of chloroform, 
five of tetrachloride of carbon and seven of chloride of amyl, produced 
the same physiological effect as two grains of the hydrate. St ven grains 
of bichloride of methylene induced a shorter insensibility. A rabbit 
subjected to thirty grains of chlortiform slept four hours and twenty- 
five minutes ; and a pigeon subjected to seven gr»*ins slept three hours 
and twenty-five minutes. All these agents caused vomiting in birds, 
before the insensibility was pronounced, the same as did the hydrate ; 
but in no animal was there any sign of the stage of excitement which 
is seen when the same agents are administered by inhalation. This fact 
ig most important as indicating the difference of action of the same 
remedy by difference in the mode of administration. The temperature 
of the body was reduced by the agents named above, but not so de- 
terminately as by the hydrate. 

*' Two animals, pigeons, made to go into profound sleep, the one by 
the hydrate, the other by chloroform (each substance administered 
subcutaneoudly), were placed together, and the symptoms were com- 
pared. The sleep from the chloroform was calmer ; there was freedom 
from convulsive tremors, which were present in the animal under the 
hydrate, and recovery was it was thought, steadier. It was observed, 
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and the fact is well worthy of note, that no irritation was caused in the 
skin or subjacent parts by the injection of the chloroform and other 
chlorides. 

" The neutralizing action of the hydrate on strychnia was tried, and 
it was determined that the substance arrests the development of the 
tetanic action of the poison for a short period, and maintains life a little 
longer afterwards, but does not avert death. This subject deserves 
further elucidation. 

" When the hydrate of chloral is given in an excessive dose it kills : 
there are continuance of sleep, convulsion, and a fall of temperature 
of full eight degrees before death. 

" The post-mortfem appearances were noticed after a poisonous dose. 
The vessels of the brain are found turgid with blood. The blood is 
fluid, and coagulation is delayed (in a bird to a period of three minutes), 
but afterwards a loose coagulum is formed. The color of the brain 
substance is darkish pink. The muscles generally contain a large 
quantity of blood, which exudes from them, on insicion, freely. This 
blood coagulates with moderate firmness. Immediately after death all 
motion of the heart is found to be arrested. The organ is left with 
blood on both sides, but with more on the right than in the left side. 
The color of the blood on the two sides is natural, and the coagulation 
of this blood is moderately firm. The other organs of the budy are 
natural. 

"Other observations were made on the changes which the blood 
undergoes when the hydrate of chloral is added to i^. The corpuscles 
undergo shrinking, and are crenate ; and when excess of hydrate is 
added the blood is decomposed in the same way as when treated with 
formic acid. The summary of the author's work may be put as follows: — 

"Hydrate of chloral, administered by the mouth or by hypodermic 
injection, produces, as Liebreich states, prolonged sleep. 

" The sleep it induces, as Liebreich also shows, is not preceded by 
the stage of excitement so well known when chloroform is administered 
by inhalation. 

" The narcotic condition is due to the chloroform liberated from the 
hydrate in the organism, and all the narcotic effects are identical with 
those caused by chloroform. 

" In birds the hydrate produces vomiting in the same manner, and to 
as full a degree, as does chloroform itself. 

"The sleep produced by hydrate of chloral is prolonged, and during 
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the sleep there is a period of perfect anaesthesia; but this stage is 
cofiiparatively of short duration. 

''The action of the hydrate is (as Liebreich assumes) first on the 
volitional centres of the cerebrum ; next on the cord ; and lastly, on the 
heart. 

*' Practical Applications. — Whether hydrate of chloral will replace 
opium and the other narcotics is a point on which the author was not 
prepared to speak, k is not probable that it will supersede the volatile 
aiicesthetics for the purpose of removing pain duiing the performance 
of surgical operations, but it might be employed to obtain and keep up 
the sleep in cases of painful disease. This research had, however, led 
to the fact that chloroform, when injected subcutanebusly in efficient 
doses, leads to as perfect and as prolonged a narcotism as the hydrate, 
with an absence of other symptoms caused by the hydrate, and which 
are unfavorable to its action. This was a new truth in regard to 
chloroform, and might place it favorably by the side of the hydrate for 
hypodermic use. Lastly, as the hydrate acts by causing a decomposition 
of the blood — i e. by undergoing decomposition itself and seizing the 
natural alkali of the blood, it adds to the blood the formate of sodiun). 
How far this is useful or injurious remains to be discovered. But while 
putting these views as to practical application at once and fairly forward^ 
Dr. Richardson said it was due to (Liebreich's) theory and his experiments 
have done fine service in a physiological point of view. They have 
shown in one decisive instance that a given chemical substance is de- 
composed in the living body by virtue of pure chemical change, and that 
the symptoms produced are caused by one of the products of that de- 
composition. The knowledge thus definitely obtained admits of being 
applied over and over again in the course of therapeutical inquiry." — 
Med. Times and Gazette, Sept 4, 1869. — American Journal of Medical 
Sciences, October 1869, p. 538. 
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THE CAUSES OF COUGH. 



Dv. NoTHNAGKL has made a series of experiments in order to determine 
the question what part of the respiratory apparatus are sensitive in 
such a manner that their irritation causes a cough. His experiments 
were made upon cats and dogs. 1. a young strong cat had the hyothy- 
roid membrane opened, and a piece of the thyroid cartilage cut out 
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above the vocal cords, so that one could look down clearly upon the 
cords. When the mucous membrane was gei^fly irritated, or even 
pretty strongly excited with a sound, no trace of cough was produced ; 
nor when the irritation was extended to the posterior part of the epi- 
glottis, and the whole extent of the vocal cords. But when once the 
posterior wall of the larynx was irritated through the glottis there was 
violent coughing. From this we learn that irritation of the healthy 
mucous membrane of the windpipe above the two cords, and of the upper 
surface of the latter, does not produce cough. A further series of ex- 
periments were made to determine whether cough could be produced by 
irritating the mucous membrane of the trachea. It was discovered that 
this irritation did produce cough, but the cough was not so immediately 
and easily produced by irritation of the windpipe as of the higher parts. 
While the slightest irritation of the larynx produced energetic cough, 
it was necessary to be very much more rough in exciting the trachea in 
order to produce the same effect. It is also striking to see how quickly 
the trachea, when opened loses its sensibility, so that after a time it is 
impossible to produce a cough. In this way it is easy to see how some 
experimenters have discovered different results from Nothnagel's. 

These results obviously bear upon clinical experience. We know for 
instance, that in a tolerably severe and recent catarrh of the throat 
pressure on the sides of the neck, and upon the manubrium, immediately 
produces cough. Irritation of the bifurcation of the windpipe produces 
much more energetic coughing than that of the trachea ; in fact, this part 
is as irritable as the larynx. This fact also corresponds with the well- 
known clinical experience, that in the deep- seated catarrh pressure on 
the manubrium will oflen cause cough. 

In order to test these results, further experiments were now made on 
section of the superior laryngeal nerves, and the trunks of the vagi 
above the point of their origin. When both vagi were divided irritation 
of the larynx produced cough, but irritation of the trachea and its 
bifurcation had no effect. When the superior laryngeal nerves were 
divided the larynx might be irritated to any extent without the least 
cough ; but irritation of the trachea and its bifurcation produced cough- 
ing. These experiments show undoubtedly that it is not only the 
superior laryngeal nerve whose irritation causes cough, but that yet 
deeper branches of the vagus, whose terminations supply the mucous 
membrane of the windpipe, are also capable of causing cough in a re- 
flex manner. 

We now come to the question whether irritation of the bronchial 
mucous membrane causes cough. It is no use to test this question by 
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irritation from above, as by a tracheal fistula. The experiment whicb 
Nothnagel devised was as follows : He wounded the lung substance 
through an opening in an intercostal space. The animal did not coughy 
but on his making a second puncture it coughed suddenly and vioIen*ly» 
Dissection proved that the needle on the last occasion had penetrated a 
bronchus of medium size. In the next experiment, on a cat, portions 
of two ribs were cut away, and the collapsed lung was drawn out 
through the opening and fastened with a thread. A bit of the lung wa» 
now cut' off with sharp scissors. The surface showed one or more 
bronchial tubes. These were irritated. When the experiment is lucky 
one may chance to cut a bronchus partly lengthways, and irritation can 
then be well applied. The result leaves no doubt that irritation of the 
bronchi will cause cough directly ; nevertheless, it must be confessed 
these experiments are not so exact as those on the trachea and larynx, 
^t is, of course, impossible to experiment upon the smallest bronchial 
tubes, but it may be assumed that irritation of these also would cause 
cough. It is impossible to form any conclusion as to the result of 
irritation of the alveoli. 

In another series of experiments the result of irritation of the pleura 
was tested. A dog was experimented upon, a puncture beir g made 
through the muscles of nn intercostal space. A sound was then in- 
troduced so as to cause a pneumothorax, and the sound was moved 
about in the pleuY*al cavity. No cough was produced. The opening 
was then enlarged, and further irritation was set up, but no cough 
occurred. However, it might be said that, although the healthy pleura 
did not give rise to cough when irritated, an inflamed pleura might 
produce cough by its irritation. Accordingly a dog was thrown i'^to- 
narcosis with morphia, and in this condition a solution of croton oil in 
olive oil was injected into the pleura. The skin was closed. When 
the animal came to itself it winced and cried, did not cough. The same 
evening the pleura was irritated, as in the above experiments, in every 
direction, and there was evidence of pain, but not the least tendency ta 
cough. In order to correct the experiment, the trachea was opened. 
Irritation of the larynx and the trachea at its bifurcation produced 
violent covgh. Dissection proved intense pleurisy, with considerable 
exudation and effusion of blood in both pleurce. 

The results thus obtained undoubtedly seem in curious contradiction 
with the commonly observed fact that cough sometimes attends pleurisy ; 
but the fact is, in all probability, that exact observation would show that 
in simple pleurisy there really seldom is cough. The probability is, in 
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fact, that in those cases where cough is present there is simultaneous 
affection of the lung or of the bronchi. 

Some observers, for instauce, Krimer and Romberg, state that 
irritation of the vagus trunk causes cough. Most experimenters con- 
tradict this, and also deny that irritation of the trunk of the superior 
laryngeal nerve causes cough. A series of experiments have convinced 
Nothnagel that the latter opinion is correct. In no single case have we 
got evidence that irritation either of the uninjured trunk or of the 
central end of the vagus or of the superior laryngeal causes cough. It 
is impossible to say what the sources of mistake may have been. The 
result to which Nothnagel's experiments led entirely coresponded with 
the physiological law, that irritation of branches of a nerve much more 
easily produces reflex phenomena than irritation of the trunk. It shows 
also a remarkable difference between reflex coughing and reflex vomiting. 
The latter symptom is easily induced, not merely by irritation of the 
stomach, but of many other places, and of the nervous centres. 
People have indeed spoken of a centrally produced cough, but their 
observations are very doubtful and inconclusive. 

In conclusion, the author remarks that there are some other important 
points yet to be observed as to the origin of cough ; for instance, many 
people talk of a stomach cough, and of the cough in pericarditis. So 
far as he has made no experiments upon these points, but on the whole 
he is inclined to disbelieve these statements, especially in view of the 
results obtained by experimenting on the pleura. However, the fact is 
established that in many individuals cough may be produced by irritation 
of many particular places. A small branch of the vagus is here prob- 
ably the medium of irritation. — Syd, Soc. Bienn, Hetrosp, 1869, from 
Virckow^s ArcktVy iv. 1, 1868 — American Journal of Jfedical Sciences, 
October 1869. 
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MEDICINAL TREATMENT OF ULCERS OF THE 

LEGS. 



Mr. Christopher Heath thinks that sufficient prominence has not 
been given to the value of internal remedies in the treatment of ulcers 
of the legs. The three drugs, he says, which he constantly " employs 
as adjuvants to the local treatment of ulcers of the leg are opium, 
iodide of pot>*ssium, and arsenic ; and each has its appropriate class of 
cases. Mr. Skey has on one occasion directed the attention of the 
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profession to the advantage of employing the first of these — opium — in 
the treatment of ulcers, and lays special stress upon the value of the 
drug in cases of chronic callous ulcer. I find opium of the greatest 
service, however, in the small irritable ulcer often found in combination 
with varicose veins, and also especially in any form of ulcer in which a 
sloughing action has supervened. I have had recently a case of tertiary- 
ulcer in the leg making .satisfactory progress, when it was suddenly at- 
tacked with violent sloughing action. This rapidly yielded, however, 
to the free administration of opium, combined with local poulticing. 

" In iodide of potassium we have, I believe a remedy most potent — I 
might almost say infallible — in all cases of ulcer dependent upon 
syphilitic taint, if given in appropriate doses. The tertiary syphilitic 
ulcer is in my experience a very common one, and may be recognized 
by the peculiar * cachectic ' appearance of the sore, the worm-eaten 
margins, the thin profuse discharge, and the want of all healthy gran- 
vulation at the base of the ulcer. These ulcers affect especially the 
upper paitof the leg, are not usually combined with varicose veins, 
occur in comparatively young subjects, and frequently recur again and 
again, as is shown by the tiiin cicatrices seen in their neighbourhood. 
The majority of these ulcers occur in women, and are traceable in most 
, cases to infection /rom the husband, either directly, or more often, in- 
directly through the f<£tu>s in utero. fn these cases there has often been 
no genital ulceration, no coppery eruption on the skin ; but the patient 
gets out of health, has ulcers on the extremities, and very generally 
aborts if she becomes pregnant. A very small dose of the syphilitic 
poison is sufficient to produce these ulcers, and I believe, though the 
point is one difficult to be sure about, that congenital syphilitis may 
show itself in this way in comparatively early life, i. e,, between puberty 
,and twenty. At least I have had more than one patient under my care 
with ulcers of the leg which rapidly healed under anti-syphilitic treat- 
ment, who strongly denied any personal infection. \ 

" In order to derive marked and immediate benefit from the iodide of 
potassium in these cases, the ordinary 3 and 5grain doses are useless, 
and it is essential to begin with 10-grain doses thrice daily in com- 
bination with an alkali, and to push it if necessary. Local mercurial 
treatment, in the form of yellow or black wash, or the white precipitate 
ointment, appears to hasten the healing of these ulcers ; and their re- 
currence is, I have no doubt, due to non-persistence in the internal 
treatment until the patients health is thoroughly restored. 

" Arsenic is an invaluable remedy in those common cases in which 
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chronic eczema is a concomitant, if not the antecedent, of the ulcer of 
the leg. ^ In those cases where the skin is irritable and inflamed, and the 
epidermis dry and scaly, local treatment may be varied without end, 
and a cure will not be produced ; whereas, if arsenic be given internally, 
the leg will rapidly improve, and the ulcer hea^ under any simple 
stimulant. My experience does not corroborate the rule laid down by 
Mr. Hunt, of limiting the dose of the liquor arsenicalis to five minims 
thrice daily. After a careful and extended trial of the medicine ad- 
ministered in this way, 1 have come to the conclusion that in many cases 
to produce a cure it is necessary to increase the dose to ten or fifteen 
minims, and to maintain this high rate until the constitutional symptoms 
of the drug are produced. The same rule holds in the treatment of 
ulcers, lupoid or otherwise, on other parts of the body, but I will con- 
fine my remarks at present to ulcers of the lower extremity. I am 
careful always to administer arsenic upon a full stomach, and I find a 
remarkable tonic effect produced by its exhibition." — Practitioner, Aug. 
1869.— /rfem. 
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Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



DiARRHCEAS OF CHILDREN. — Dr. MjLTLLKR discusscs miuutcly {^Journ, 
/. Kiiiderk,, 1868) the varieties of diarrhoea in children. First in the 
class of acute diarrhoea is the saburral diarrhoea of sucklings, the result 
generally of error of diet. He adds nothing but conjecture in ex- 
planation of the singular change of color ot the dejection from yellow 
to green after been exposed to the air. As to the choice of food, the 
selection of a nurse, he remarks that the microscope fails to distinguish 
milk that may be rendered poisonous by mental emotions. As a 
practical rule, he thinks it important to select milk the fat globules of 
which are as uniform as possible in size, avoiding milk containing very 
large globules intermixed with others of various sizes. After much 
experience he concludes that pure cow's milk, sweetened with milk sugar, 
used directly after milking, is the best substitute for human milk. He 
insists that the cows should be fed on hay only. The milk should not 
be watered or boiled. To preserve it from decomposition, it is neces- 
sary to prevent its exposure to air, not only to avoid oxygen, but also 
thesporules of fungi. It should be tested by litmus-paper, and if found 
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ever so slightly acid, rejected. He calls attention to a Brochure by 
Folger — the artificial nourishment of infants with milk free from fungi 
(Miinster, 1867) who describes an apparatus which secures the milk 
from access of air, not only during its flow from the cow's udder, but 
also during the sucking of it from the bottle by the child.' As to med- 
icinal treatment, Miiller speaks well of calomel in small doses for the 
first day or two. He then describes successively — % The saburral 
diarrhoea of older children. 4. The catarrhal acute diarrhoea, including 
the sum«ier epidemic, the diarrhoea of dentition, and the sporafic in- 
fantile cholera. On the subject of the last Miiller discusses the various 
opinions held concerning its pathology. The galatinous softening of the 
mucous membrane of the intestinal canal occasionally found he does not 
regard as essential ; he admits that it may be the result of post-mortem 
digestion, and says that, from a clinical point of view, a pathological 
softenitig of the stomach can only be inferred when, after an extremely 
short illness, and after the most decided and violent stomach* symptoms, 
death has followed. But huch cases are extremely rare, and in most 
cases where softening has been f<>und after death no symptoms had led 
us to suspect i?uch a condition during life. In treatment Miiller has 
found nitrate of silver, one eighth grain to one twenty-fourth grain, with 
sugar and gum, given four times daily, the most effectual remedy. As 
soon as symptoms of collapse begin, marked by paleness and a falling 
temperature, Miiller has seen, in many cases, veratrum followed by re- 
covery. 

The Chronic DiorrhoBos — ^The common seat affected is the large 
intestine. They mu^t be regarded as chronic catarrh, especially of the 
mucous membrane of the large intestine. Miiller carefully discusses 
the treatment. In the form known as lienteria, in which there is such 
a condition of the intestinal canal that the f «od, quickly after ingestion, 
is expelled only superficially digested, Miiller sa>s nux vomica may be 
regarded as a specific, whil^t opium is quite useless. In the common 
form he rec« gnizes the value of nitrate- of silver. He submits three 
conditions as indicating the use of this remedy : 1. Croupous deposits 
in the mouth and fauces, such as frequently complicate chronic intestmal 
catarrh. 2. A peculiar redness and smoothness of the tongue. 3. Ir- 
repressible thirst. — Jdem. 

Therapeutic Action op the Iodides of Potassium and Sodium. — 
M. Eabuteau has lat«ly made some experiments on the iodides of these 
alkalies which have a direct therapeutical bearing. He dieted himself 
for the space of a month, as far as possible, upon the same kind and 
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quantity of food, and found that he eliminated from 325 to 372 grains 
of urea daily. He then took 15^ grains of iodide of^potassium daily, 
and found that the quantity of urea daily excreted All to between 301 
and 294 grains. And a similar result was obtained wiih the iodide 
of sodium ; the diet in both instances continuing unchanged. The ab. 
solute quantity of urine discharged was not increased unless, owing to 
dryness of the throat, more water was ingested. Now, since arsenic 
taken in small doses occasions the same changes in the urine, and both 
this and the iodides cause an increase of the appetite and a tendency to 
the deposit of fat in the body, M. Rabul^eau proposes that they should 
be employed in combination where no counter- indieati(»n exists, as 
remedial means, especially in phthisis, in interniittent fevers, and 
articular rheumatism, whilst they may also be combined with well 
known specifics, as quinia, etc. In gout, iodide of potassium, in large 
doses, is of value on account of its solvent powers on uiic acid. — 
Practitioner Sept. 1869, — Amer. Journal of Med, Sciences, October 
1869 p. 543. 

mn^a^mm ^m^mi^ mvMnhm 

Atropia in Keratitis. — Dr. Sichel, protests {Annates d^ Oculist I que, 
1868) strongly against what he terms the abuse of coll^na containing 
atropia, in cases of keratitis, in which he thinks atropia is not needed 
and in cases of iritis, in which its use is permitted to supersede the 
necessary and rational anti-phlogistic treatment with whirh it should be 
combined. He places great stress also upon the method of applying 
coUyria, saying that a drop should be inserted betTween the lids by means 
of a soft camel's hair pencil, and at the outer angle. The drop will then 
follow the course of the tear«», and will be diffused over the eyeball be- 
fore reaching the puncta. The strong collyria with atropine, now so 
much employed, and often thrown carelessly into the inner angle, are 
accused by the author of causing g^ave symptoms of poisoning, by 
their escape down the lachrymal pas^ages into the nose and pharynx. 
That they should at lea^t be used with due cauti<m is shown by Dr. 
Nieberg (Bull de Tkerapcutique, 1867), who relates the case <»f a girl 
of sixteen, with cataracts, to whom he gave a } hial containing half a 
grain of sulphate of atr(»pia difl^olved in a little water, with directions 
to apply a drop or two while he saw other patients. By some error 
the whole quantity was applied to the eyes in the course often minutes, 
and acute symptoms of poisoning were speedily manifested. Morphia 
was injected subcutaneously, and cold lotions applied to the head. 
After four injections the symptoms were abated, and by the next day 
the patient had recovered. — Si/d, Soc. Bienn. Retrosp, 1869. — Idem, 
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New Salve for Chapped Nipples.-t?-M. Blacquierb has devised 
the following ointment, which is said to give unfailing relief to cracked 
nipples, in three or four applications : Cacao blotter, 10 parts ; sweet 
almond oil, 2 parts ; extract of rhatany, 1 part. Mix. — Practitioner ^ 
June, 1869. — Idem. 
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The Physicians' Diary for 1870 is now ready for delivery. 

In the compilation of this work, our aim has been to study the wants 
of the physician in country and city practice, and to exclude all irrelevant t 

matter that does cot directly facilitate the performance of his daily 
routine of duties. In successive editions we shall endeavor to make 
such additions and improvements as may from time to time be suggested^ 

The following are the contents and distinguiiAing features : 

CONTENTS. 



Calendar, , 

Phases of the Moon, 

Table of Signs, 

Medicinal Preparations — 

Extracts, 

Pills and Granules, 

Chemicals, ' 

Pharmaceuticals, 

Alkaloids and Resinoids, 

New Medicines, 

Table of Incorapatibles, 

Poisons and their Antidotes, 

Marshall Hall's Ready Method in Asphyxia, 

Doses for Inhalation, 

Anti-emetic Remedies, * 

Thermometry in Diseases, 

The Pulse 



Editorial. 351 

How to Graduate doses for Children, 

Abbreviations used in Prescriptions, 

Medicinal Weights and Measures, 

Normal Human Weights and Measurements, 

Memoranda of Medicines Wanted, 

Visiting List and Record, 

Obsteric Calendar, ^ 

Obstetric Record, 

Rule for determining Average Size of Foetus, 

Monthly Memoranda, .' 

Vaccination Record, , 

Record of Deaths, 

Nurses Address, ' 

List of things Lent, 

Cash Record, 

General Memoranda, 

Price One Dollar, including postage. Orders should be addressed to 
JOURNAL OF MATERIA MEDiCA, New Lebanon, N. Y. 



HELIANTHUS ANNUUS IN ASTHMA. 

Carunna, Mich. y Oct, 11, 1869. 

Editors Journal Materia Medica : 

Sirs : — Since the little article in your Journal from my pen was 
published, I have received letters from ph> sicians and others from the 
different portions of our country, even Georgia and Maine, and have 
answered many, but some have been neglected. This has at least bebn 
demonstrated, that others have treated that very common disease here 
at the West, Asthma, as unsatisfactorily as 1 have myself, and that I 
can not more easily inform all than giving you for publication the ab- 
breviated result of my experience with the rem dy : 

Case 1st. — Philip S , aged 38, tall, angular, farmer, (a soldier in 

the Mich. 1 1th Inf. Vol.) had Asthma five years, latterly so as to entire- 
ly unfit him for active exercise of any kind. After exhausting all the 
usual remedies without good results, and occupying some two years' 
time, I ordered Helianthus Annuus, in form of tincture. Tincture of 
the seeds prepared as usual, or 

3 Helianthus Annuus Sem | iss. 

Aqua Fontana o j. 

Alcohol o j. 

Macerate 14 days, filter, 6io. 
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Dose — Coch. mag terdie. 

Increase in dose and frequency after first 24 hours, (giving much 
larger dose at night as in the use of Belladonna) until the peculiar effects 
of the drug be noticed. Eight days' after the commencenient of this 
treatment niy patient walked up stairs and entered my office, having 
walked four miles, an unheard of feat for him for two years, and in 
three weeks took his axe and went into a job of chopping, doing good 
service, since which time he has worked well and without a return of 
the disease. 

Case 2d. — O. B. B , farmer, married, aged 41, tall, ansemic. Had 

the disease for a long time, and frequent severe attacks upon expo- 
sure, &;c. Ordered the remedy as before. At his second visit he was 
not positive whether the disease had run its course or whether the rem- 
edy had helped him, but in the following 14 months it has notmride its 
appearance, although he has labored regularly, and he considers himself 
cured. 

Case 3d. — Miss W , teacher, aged 23, moved from New York 

hoping to be benefited by change of climate; after a residence here of 
two years applied to me for relief. Ordered Halianthus, as in first 
case. She has had no trouble since the second week of taking the 
remedy, a period of 10 months. 

I might mention several others, but only to repeat mainly what I 
have said, with one exception, and that a patient who was far gone with 
consumption and could not bear the remedy, and died three months 
after the trial. 

Hoping this may be serviceable to the afflicted, I remain 

Respectfully yours, 

C. J. Armstrong. 

I 

ERRATUM. 

On page 311 of the October No., in the 

5 Liq. Potassae Arseiiitis ; f. 3 iiiss. 

S^rupi . . .' ; f. I i. 

Aquae f. 3 iii. 

Instead of " Aquse f. 3 iii." read " Aquae f. | iii. 
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CORNUS * FLORIDA. 



BY JOSEPH BATES, M. D. 



Popular Names. — Dogwood, Boxwood, and Flowering Cornel. 

This genus, or group of plants belongs to the natural order 
Cornacece, 

In the Linnean ai-tificial classification it will, be found in class 
Tetrandrja and to order Monogynia. 

Description — GtENeric Character. — Calyx 4-toothed ; drupe 

with 2-celled nut. Some species have a 4-leaved involucre. 

Petals oblong, spreading, Filaments filiform. Style subclavate; 

stigma obtuse, or capitate. Lpaves entire, minutely scrabrous, with 

the appressed bicuspidate hairs. 

Specific Charac^ter. — ^ 

Flowers white, blooms in May ; leaves ovate, acuminate ; invol- 

ucral leaves 4, rarely 5 or 6, very large, somewhat obcordate;* 

fruit ovate. 

' Comus Florida is a small tree varying in height from 15 to 30 

feet. Branches numerous and expanded. 

*Gomus, Lat. comu, horn, from tho wood bein ^^*^''^like horn. , 

2o 
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Habitat. — This tree is indigenous to North Americsv It 
grows in open woods in rather moist locations, from the Britisb 
Provinces to Florida and Louisiana. 

Part Used. — The bark is the officinal' part The bark from the 
root is regarded as the most effic^cioua The bark contains gum 
tannin, gallic acid, bitter extractive, fatty matters, and numerous, 
other unimportant substances. (Pereira). Its active principle is- 
comine, -somewhat analogous in its medicinal properties to quinine. 

Properties. — Tonic, sedative and astringent Analysis of the 
inner bark, according to Dr. Lee, yielded, in seven thousand . 
parts ; — 

Inorganic matter 876. 

Organic '' 6124 

7000 

Gum and albumen - - - - 104 

A crystalline bitter principle - • - 12 

Tannin 81 

Coloring matter 8 

Particular principles (bitter) - - - 238 

Sugar 4 

Extractive matter - - - - 232- 

Starch 56 

Eesin 209' 

Soluble Salts 944 

Insoluble " 781^ 

Lignin ....... 5180' 

7000 
History : — 

Dr. Gregg of Pennsylvania about the year 1800, is reported to- 
have used the bark of Comus Florida habitually for twenty-three 
years in the treatment of intermittents, he was satisfied that it was- 
not inferior to the Peruvian bark as a means of cure in such casesL 

Dr. Walker of Virginia gave a valuable inaugural dissertation 
on the Comus Florida and Comus Sericea in 1803. Dr. Bigelow 
observes ; — "From a variety of experiments made by Dr. Walkei^ 
upon the healthy system, it was found that this medicine uniformly 
increased the force and frequency of the pulse, and augmented the; 
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heat of the body. Collateral experiments were made at the same 
time with the Peruvian bark, with which the Cormis appeared to 
agree in its internal and extenial effects.'' Prof. Barton ^ays : — 
" It may be asserted with entire safety, that as yet there has not 
been discovered within the limits of the United States, any veg- 
etable so effectually to answer the purpose of Peruvian bark in the 
management of intermittent fever, as Cornus Florida." Eberle 
states that thirty -five grains of boxwood bark are equal to thirty 
of cinchona. Stilld observes that as a simple tonic its efficacy is 
unquestionable. The ripe fruit iniused in brandy is a popular 
stomachic. 

Therapeutics. — In general debility, and in the convaiescing 
stages of most acute disease?, in which tonics are employed, Cornus 
Florida or its active pririciple, Cornine, will be found to iulfi]] the 
common indications of Qainine. • 

Intermittent Fever. — As a substitute for Cinchona or its 
preparations, Cornus Florida has been employed in the treatment of 
intermittent fever, and in domestic practice is held in high repute. 
Pereira observes, that advantage has been derived from it in the 
hands of regular practitioners. . He remarks: — *'The objection to 
its use, however, is the large doses required, which disorder the 
stomach." The same objection might be brought against the use 
of Peruvian bark. Quinine sustains the same relation to the latter,, 
that Cornine does to the former. As a mere tonic, Pereira admits: 
that the Cornus is applicable to the same range of cases as other 
of its congeners. Cornine, as a tonic, ranks high in the estimation 
of those w^ho have employed it Dr. Coe observes; — ''Its anti- 
periodic power renders it of peculiar value in the treatment of in- 
termittent and other periodic fevers. We have employed it with 
much success in the cure of fever and ague, either alone, or joined 
with Macrotin and Xanthoxylin. The average dose of the Cornine 
is three grains, but may be increased to ten grains in some cases 
with advantage. The Cornine will be tolerated by the stomach 
when other tonics are rejected. 

Among . the many substitutes for Quinine, in the treatment of 
intermittent fever, alluded to by Aitken in his very excellent work, 
the Science and Practice of Medicine, vol. 1, p. 479, Cornus Florida 
is mentioned as the most valuable, A writer for the Boston Med, 
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and Surg. Journal^ vol. 70, p. 814, says in forming our idea of tlie 
real value of cinchona in New England practice, it must not be 
forgotten that this region is almost entirely free from disease of 
malarial origin. He adds : — " The specific properties of quinia are 
therefore very rarely called for here, except in cases of disease 
contracted farther South or West, or in foreign countries. For 
such cases, "he remarks," we have good substitutes for quinia, in 
alkaloids of cornus florida and salix." He remarks: — "We ad- 
minister quinia in the vast majority of cases, however, simply as a 
tonic, and in this use, as in the other, its value is very great. But, 
since we possess many native tonics such as prunus virginiana, of 
decided efficacy, it seems just to rank quinia as a convenient 
rather than an essential constituent of onr New England Pharma- 
copoeia." 

The author concludes as follows on page 318 : — " Theoretically, 
then New England may be said to possess a Materia Medica suffi- 
ciently copious both in quantity and variety. There is little doubt 
that, with ten or even five years of preparation, the treatment of 
disease might be to the full, as efficient and successful as now, and 
yet not a drug should be brought from bej^ond the boundaries of 
the six New England States. One reservation must here be made 
with regard to mercury, whose specific properties in syphilis may 
be great, though stoutly denied by some ; and from its loss might 
result more fearful ravages of that foul disease, than we are ac- 
customed to see." The author closes ver}^ sensibly : — "Let it be 
our welcome duty, as medical men, to render our country and our 
state, as far as may be, independent ^ven of the drugs of foreign 
nations." 

Joseph Jones, M, D., Professor of Physiology and Pathology in 
the Medical Department of the University, Nashville, Tenn., has a 
verv able paper on the medical properties of cornus florida, and its 
employment in the Confederate Army; published in Atlanta Med. 
and Surgical Journal^ for July and August, vol. ix, p. 139. It is 
stated in this paper that the bark of the dogwood has been known 
and successfully used in the treatment of intermittent fevers for 
more than one hundred years. He maintains that the bark of this 
plant acts as a tonic, astringent, and anti-periodic, and resembles in 
its general effects Peruvian bark. Dr. Jones states that in an in- 
termittent fever which prevailed many years ago, in West Jersey,. 
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this agent is said to have proved, generally speaking, more beneficial 
than Peruvian bark. 

In the Southern part of Georgia, he has known planters to em- 
ploy comus extensively amongst their people, in combination with 
the wild cherry bark and wild horehound, not only in the treatment 
of intermittent lever, but also in colds and dropsies, and in all cases 
of debility accompanied with loss of appetite and indigestion. 
Dr. O'Keefe is quoted as not only substantiating the testimony of 
various physicians to the great value of dogwood in the treatment 
of malarial fever, but as establishing the fact that the extract has 
no tendency whatever to disturb the stomach and bowels. This 
is regarded as important, for the alleged tendency of the cornus to 
disturb the stomach and bowels mentioned by so many writers has 
exerted no little influence in causing this valuable remedy to remain 
neglected. 

Dr. Jones observes : — " During the recent war, in both civil and 
military practice, I have used the decoction and tincture of dog- 
wood to a considerable extent, and found the remedy of value in 
the treatment of malarial fever. In the severe cases the paroxysm 
was arrested with sulphate of quinine, and the patients were then 
put upon dogwood, to secure the tonic as well as the antiperiodic 
properties. I also employed in the military practice in the treat- 
ment of intermittent fever, with most satisfactory results, a mixture 
of dogwood, nitric acid and common salt. The following is the 
formula most generally employed : — 

IJ Saturated tincture of dogwood bark, £ 3 xij. ; nitric acid 
(concentrated), £ 3 i-, common salt (chloride ot sodium), 3 i. 

Mix tablesiDOonful in cup of water every four hours, sucked 
through a quill. Under this preparation not only was the recurrence 
of the chills prevented, but the sallow, jaundiced complexion of 
the soldiers, who had long been exposed to the action of malaria, 
assumed the clear hue of health. Both the nitric acid and the 
common salt in this mixture were also efficient agents in breaking 
up the paroxysms, and causing such an increased action of the liver 
and kidneys as removed the efiete compounds resulting from the 
prolonged action of the malarial poison." ' 

Dr. Jones adds : — " As far as my personal investigations extend- 
ed, I was led to the belief that the tincture of dogwood possesses 
decided prophylactic powei's against malarial poison." He affirms 
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that the compound tincture of cornus florida was issued by the 
Medical purveyors of the Confederate troops serving in damp, 
swampy, marshy, malarious regions with good effects in protecting 
the soldiers against malarial disease. 

The Doctor continues his observations : — " Thus the Eutaw(25th. 
South Carolina) regiment, whilst it was encamped upon James' 
Island, in a locality notorious for the prevalence of malarial fevers 
of the severest character during the summer and fall months. This 
resjiiiient had a mean strenofth of near eischt hundred officers and 
men. During the summer and autumn ot 1862, as large a 
proportion as one third of the mean strength were at times upon 
the sick list with the various forms of malarial fever. The assistant 
surgeon of this regiment, J. W, Warren, of South Carolina, com- 
municated to the author, during his inspection of the sick upon 
James' Island, some interesting facts upon the prophylactic powers 
of certain indigenous remedies. A compound tincture, or med- 
icated whisky, prepared by the Medical Purveyor from the dogwood, 
cherry, poplar and willow barks, was administered daily, in the 
proportion of one-Kalf to one gill, to each man during two weeks 
in the month of September, 1862. Under the use of this tonic 
mixture the number of new cases of malarial fever diminished onc- 
half, although as the autumnal season advances upon James' Island, 
malarial fevers increase in number and severity. The supply of 
this medicated whisky being limited, at the end of two weeks it 
was exhausted, and in the course of eight days the cases of malarial 
fever had increased from thirty-six to eighty. A fresh supply 
having been obtained, it was again commenced, and in the course 
of five days, the number of cases of malarial fever fell to the 
original number.'' In the absence of quinine. Dr. J. — informs us, 
that a strong tincture of these barks was used' with good results in 
the treatment of the disease of that locality. He requested Assist- 
ant Surgeon Warren to continue the?e experiments, with certain 
variations, designed to determine the active and the inert ingredients 
in the tincture, and also indicated a plan by which the prophylactic 
power of dogwood might be fairly tested. 

We are assured by Dr. J. — that cornus florida received the special 
attention of the Surgeon General, S. P. Moore, of the Confederate 
States army, and of the Medical Purveyors, at an early period in 
the war, as will be manifest from the following official papers : 
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[Circular,] 

"Confederate States of America, 
Surgeon GeneraVs Office^ Richmond, 
Va., Dec. 5, 1862. 

Medical Purveyor, C. S. A.: 

Sir — Below you will find a formula for compound tincture 
of tUe indigenous barks, to be issued as a tonic and a febrifuge. 
and substituted, as far as practicable, for quinine. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Samuel P. Moore, S. G., C. S. A. 

Dried dogwood bark, 30 parts. 

Dried poplar bark, 80 parts. 

Dried Willow bark, 40 parta 

Whisky, 45 degrees strength. 

Two pounds of thejmixed barks to one gallon of whisky. 

Macerate fourteen days and strain : 

Dose, one fluid ounce (f J j.) three times a day. 



[Circular No. 12.] 

" Confederate States of America. ) 

Purveyor's Office, Eichmond, > 

Va. Aug. 22, 1862. ) 

Medical Purveyor, C. S. A.; 

" Sir — Although no orders have been issued to that effect, 
some of the purveyors appear to be under the impression that they 
should make a mixture of indigenous barks (dogwood, &c.) and 
whisky. The arrangement intended by the Surgeon General 
and Commissary General is, that the Commissary Department shall 
famish the whisky to the troops, giving each man one drink a day. 

The Purveying Department was to furnish the barks to mix 
•with the whisky, to make a species of army bitters, as a preventive 
gainst malaria, &c. 

The arrangement is merely an issue of whisky by the Commis- 
fiary Department to the troops, and the Purveying furnish the bark 
to mix with it This office has not as yet been instructed whether 
<fae mixture is to be made at the purveying depot, or at the Com- 
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missary depot Therefore, whisky will not be issued in any other 
than the medical preparations that have been or may be ordered a» 
regular issues. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. W. Johns, Chief Med. Purv. C. S. kJ' 



[Circular No. 19.] 

"Confederate States of America. 
Medical Purveyor's Office, Eichmond, 
Va, November 1, 1862. 

Medical Purveyor, 0. S. A. 

" Sir — your attention is called to the following extract from 
Carpenter's Essay on the Materia Medica. 

The Comus Florida yields a beautiful extract, resembling- 
very closely that of cinchona, differing, however, in its sensible 
character from the extract of the superior species of Peruvian barky 
by being less bitter and more astringent : 

The following is the most elegant mode for preparing this 
extract: Evaporate in a sand or water bath, a tincture of the bark 
made by digesting it in pmof spirits, in the proportion of two 
ounces of the former to a pint of the latter, suffering it to stand at 
least a week before straining, occasionally during the time submit- 
ting it for a few hours to a moderate heat, and thereby facilitating 
the solution This extract, from its most prominent and sensible 
character, is unquestionably much more active than the common 
Carthagena bark, and is a preparation admirably adaf)ted in all cases 
where the Comus may be employed with advantage, and in con- 
sequence of being a concentrated preparation, separated from the 
ligneous and insoluble portion, and containiDg less gum and mucous 
matter (which constitute so large a portion), is certainly much 
preferable to the crude substance, and no doubt will be resorted to 
by many country practitioners as a useful expedient, particularly 
in those places where this article is in profusion, and where bark 
of a good quality is frequently very scarce, and sometimes even 
unknown. 

The extract thus prepared has been exhibited with success by 
several practitioners, in the same doses as the alcoholic extract of 
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of cinchona. Doses of extract of Comus Florida from ten grains 
to two drachms, repeated as often as the case demands. 

This preparation appears to be a desirable one, and you will ac- 
cordingly include it among those to be prepared for issue. 

Very respectfully, your obt serv't 

E. W. Johns, Chief Med. Purveyor." 



The following observations upon the medicinal properties of the 
Comus Florida appeared in a valuable work, prepared by Surgeon 
Francis Peyre Porcher, M. D., of Charleston, South Carolina, and 
published by order of the Surgeon General, C. S. A., 1863 : 

" Comus Florida (Dogwood). — This well known plant possesses 
tonic and anti-periodic properties very nearly allied to those of 
cinchona. In periodic fevers, one of the most valuable of our in- 
digenous plants. Dr. Gregg states, that after employing it for over 
twenty-three years in the treatment of intermittent fevers, he was 
satisfied that it was not inierior to Peruvian bark. Generally given 
in conjunction with laudanum. It also possesses antiseptic powers. 
In the recent state it is less stimulating than the cinchona bark, 
but it affects the bowels more. 

The dried bark is the preferable form. The fresh bark will 
sometimes act as a cathartic. It is more stimulating than thoroug- 
wort (eupatorium), and, therefore, is less applicable during the hot 
stages of the fever. 

In our present need of astringent anti-periodics and tonics, the 
dogwood bark, powdered, will be found the best substitute lor the 
Peruvian. 

Internally and externally, it can be applied wherever the cinchona 
barks were found servicable. The dogwood bark and root in de- 
coction, or in form of cold infusion, is believed by many to be the 
most efficient substitute for quinine, also in treating malarial fevers. 

Certainly it might be used in the cases occurring in camp to 
prevent the waste of quinine, as it can be easily and abundantly 
procured. 

Dr. Eichard Moore, of Sumpter district, informs me that he not 
only finds it efficient in ievers, but particularly useful with whisky 
or alcohol, in low forms of fevers and dysentery occuning near 
oiir river swamps." 
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A tonic compound, as advised by the herbalists, is made with the 
bark of cornus, columbo and poplar, each six ounces ; bark of 
wild cherry, six ounces; leaves of thoroughwort, four ounces; 
cayenne pepper, four ounces, sifted and mixed. 

Dose, a teaspoonful, in warm or cold water, repeated. 

It is stated in the Newbern Progress that a ripe dogwood berry 
taken three times a day, before meals, will cure ague and /ever. 
Any amount of testimony could be procured to confirm the state- 
ments made relative to the efficiency of the bark of the cornus 
florida, in the treatment of intermittent fever. The account of its 
use in the Confederate Army is sufficient to secure for it a high rank 
in the list of tonics and anti-periodica It has been tlioroughly 
tested, and a verdict given in its favor. 

It is useless to particularize diseases for which this agent would 
be found beneficial, in as much, as all diseases, in which tonics are 
indicated, might as justly claim this agent as cinchona in their 
treatment 

PREPARATIONS. 

Fluid Extract - - - Dose, ^^ to 2 drams. 
Solid Extract - - - " 5 to 10 grains. 

Comin - - - - " I to 10 grains. 

Pills of Extract of Cornus, 2 grs. ^* 2 to 5. 
" Cornin, 2 grains - - " 1 to 5. 
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HAY FEVER. 



In the August number of the Journal of Materia Medt'caj I 
noticed an extract from a paper by W. Abbott Smith on Hay-Fever, 
or Summer Catarrh — in which he pays that nearly every writer on 
this subject differs in regard to the medical treatment — ^admit the 
fact, the reason is obvious, it is because they see truths fix>m different 
stand-points. Now, in the first place, what is the disease, called 
hay fever? what the exciting; cause? and how does it affect the 
system ? These questions, I propose answering in a brief manner, 
and if I shall announce any ideas that may prove beneficial either 
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to individuals or the profession, then will I have achieved some- 
thing at least Being a great sufferer, myself, for years, I tave 
made it an object of special study, its pathology, and treatment, 
not only for the comfort of self alone, but that I might be able to 
relieve others who suffer. 

This disease is erroneously called hay fever— as it has no con- 
nection whatever with the cutting or curing of hay, but is depend- 
^ent upon an irritation arising from the contact of an acrid principle, 
with the mucous surfaces with which it comes in contact, contained 
in the pollen of the Tall Avihrosia^ YxAgo^ Bitter weed — Rag- 
weed — Hog weed. 

Habitat. — Usually very abundant after a crop of any of the 
small grains, such as Wheat, Oats, Barley &c., along the road side. 

The flowera are yellow spikes, and covered ^th a dense pollen, 
which is wafted by every breeze to a greater or less distance, and 
woe to him who is susceptible to its pernicious influence as all are 
not obnoxious to the disease. I have said that the cause of this 
troublesome complaint is an irritating principle of the pollen of 
a familiar weed ; and my statements can be abujidantly verified by 
J. W. Cook, M. D., of Salem, Ohio, — who is a veteran not only in 
the profession of medicine, but has been a victim lo the distemper 
.and a very great sufferer 

The reason that persons affected with this disease, find relief by 
■a trip to the sea-side or the mountains, is obvious, they are thus 
removed from the cause, and the effect which manifests itself so 
vigorously ceases, as the weed that produces it, does not grow 
•either in ban^en, or uncultivated sections of Country. When we 
have an irritation of sufficient magnitude to any part or organ, the 
result is congestion, and inflammation and thus it is with the pollen 
coming in contact with the mucous membranes of the eyes, nose, 
mouth and throat, which results either in acute or subacute inflam- 
mation of the parts, therefore the most rational course of treatment 
would be to fortify these membranes against the influence of the 
cause with which we are continually surrounded or is can-ied in 
every breeze. 

Prior to the manifestation of a paroxysm my plan is to use a 
weak solution of tannin in rain water, by means of the nasal- 
douche or sometimes a weak solution of alum, in order to harden 
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these membranes; but should an attack supervene, which manifests 
itself by violent sneezing, a free discharge of thin acrid mucuF, 
from the eyes and nose with a sensation of suffocation, then I use 
a weak solution of Permanganate of Potash, from two to five grains 
of the salt to the ounce of distilled water, as an abortive, should 
the patient be enervated then I use, tonics in addition {k e.) meet 
indications as they present themselves. Under this regimen I have 
found little or no difficulty in mastering this disease at any time, 
and often one application of the Potass. Permanganate, is sufficient 
to relieve the suffering in a very lew minutes. 

Very respectfully your?, 

A. M. Cook, M. D. 

Selma, Ohio. 
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THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS REMEDIES. 



By J. B. HoAG, M. D., Knox, Stark Co., Ind. 



The various renjedial agents which a kind providence has boun- 
tifully furnished for the purpose of mitigating the sufferings of 
the human race, afford a wide field for investigation. To the phy- 
sician belong ALL the medical remedies which nature furnishes 
in her different depaitments, and, in our humble estimation, he 
acts unwisely, who, professing to be a physician, limits himself 
to one set of remedies to the exclusion of all others. 

It must be confessed that the history of the medical fraternity 
has been characterized by sentiments of bigotry which have induced 
them to reject neio truths merely because they were new, and dis- 
coveries ot the greatest practical importance, because such discov- 
eries proved their former acquisitions of knowledge to have been 
incomplete. This was true not only in the ages of antiquity, but 
there are too many at the present day who are not free from the 
trammels of fogyism and bigotry. 

In proof of this, reference iieed only be made to the hostility 
that was manifested by the medical fraternity towards the immor- 
tal discoverer of the circulation of the blood, and the persecutions 
he endured from those who should have hailed the discovery with 
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delight and gratification, and have awarded the author of it 
a meed of praise, for having put in their possession knowledge of 
such great practical value. 

In order to procure remedies for the various diseases that 
afflict the human race, the different kingdoms of nature — mineral 
vegetable and animal — ^have been explored, and from these 
sources materials have been procured from which a superstructure 
has been erected which furnishes indubitable evidence of the 
patient investigation — the unremitting toil that has been bestowed 
upon it — and the mighty minds who have noblj'' devoted tlieir 
energies to this work of humane benevolence. 

A spirit of bigoted and selfish intolemnce is manifested by many 
of the present time^ who reject all 7ieiv remedies simply because 
they do not find authority for their use in books of antiquity — 
as though the world had arrived at the acme of medical knowledge, 
and the principle of progress which marks everything else in all. 
the other departnoents of science, must be stayed in the Materia 
Medica, Our own opinion is, that the superstructure of medicinal 
remedies is far from being complete, but many a vacant niche is 
yet to be filled from the vegetable kingdom, the. resources of which 
are far more abundant, and less explored, than the mineral. 

Time will doubtless yet reveal the fact that at the pre^sent time, 
despite the rapid strides that have recently been made, there are 
countless vegetable remedies strewn in rich profusion over our 
prolific earth, which, when their properties are properly understood, 
will be found to be of as great importance and utility as any we 
are now acquainted with, and which, in our ignorance of their 
valuable qualities, we now pass heedlessly by, and carelessly tread 
beneath our feet as valueless. 

We detest bigotry in religion, politics, or science; and, although 
a disciple of the Allopathic School of medicine, during the two 
decades of years that we have been a disciple of Esculapeus, we 
have never confined ourselves in our practice to any set of reme- 
dies because they have the sanction of a certain School, to the ex- 
elusion of others that may be just as valuable, simply because' 
another class adopt them. Nor do we deem it wise to denounce a 
remedy on account of the humbleness of its origin. 

The different systems of medical practice which are of com- 
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paratively recent origin, have, in our estimation, been productive 
of one great good. They have opened a field of investigation^ 
and the world has been ransacked in order to find remedies which 
might be used as substitutes for those that have long been relied 
upon, and the result is, that many valuable additions have been 
made to the list of medical remedies of which the profession might 
else have remained in ignorance. 

We propose now to speak of a few remedies of comparatively 
recent introduction in medical practice, and give our views in 
reference to them — conclusions to which we have arrived from ex- 
perience and observation, — and in doing so we shall speak with* 
candor. ' 

The first one we shall name is Podophyllin. Thiy, in our esti- 
mation, is a valuable remedy to fill many indications. We are 
aware that there is a class of practitioners who atttach to it an 
undue importance ; and claim for it virtues that it does not possess, 
and give it a position in the Materia Medica, which it caimot sustain, 
as a complete substitute for remedies that have stood the test of 
ages, that ever graced the medical profession. There are other:?, 
who because they find that it will not effect all that is claimed for it 
by its most enthusiastic advocates, discard it altogether, as entirely 
useless. We regard both extremes as unwise and unworthy of a 
devotee of science. That it can never be a complete substitute for 
mercurials we most firmly believe ; — that it will fulfill important 
indications when mercury fails, in removing morbid accumulations 
from the intestinal tube, we most certainly KNOW. That in many 
diseases it is a most valuable and important adjunctive to mercury, 
we have too ample proof. Some, in our opinion, claim for it a 
much wider field of employment than it is entitled to. Our ex- 
perience has proved it to be valuable as a cathartic^ chologague^ 
resolvent^ and alterative^ while as an emetic, diuretic, diaphoretic, em- 
menagogue and vermifuge ; (which properties are ascribed to it by 
Dr. Grover Coe,) we have found other articles to answer far better, 
which should in our opinion be used to fill the indications named, 
rather than the article under consideration. 

The eminent writer above named says : — " We have in Podo 
phyllin a complete and reliable substitute for mercury and its pre- 
parations. For all the good that Calomel can possibly do, Podo- 
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phyllin is equally competent, while at the same time its operation 
is entirely devoid of those unfortunate results which so often follow 
in the wake of its mercurial treatment," while in our opinion, this 
writer much over rates and sets by far too high an estimate on its 
virtues. For the purposes we have already named, and " to arouse 
the latent powers of the system,'^ we welcome it as a valuable 
acquisition to the list of medical remedies. 

Like all other potent remedies it must be used with caution ; and 
its employment governed by sound judgment No little complaint 
has been made by those who have used it, that it produces the 
most unendurable nausea, and is apt to give rise to griping pains. 
The former objection we regard as more due to the deranged con- 
dition of the system and the presence of morbid, vitiated matter 
which has been accumulated in the intestinal tube, the removal of 
which necessarily produces nausea, ia-espective of the agent by 
which the removal is effected, the latter objection can be obviated 
by combining this agent with Ipecac and Ginger. Much prejudice 
has existed in the minds of many against this remedy, but it is 
gradually gaining its way not only to popular favor, but its virtues 
are more generally appreciated by the profession ; and ere long it 
will doubtless be adopted as a standard remedy by the Medical 
Colleges of both this Country and Europe. 

We had intended to speak of other valuable remedial agents that 
have recently been introduced into practice in the profession, but 
our present limits forbid, and thoughts relative to them must be 
defered to a future occasion. 



ON THE USE OF THE VERATRUM VIRIDE. 



READ BEFORE THE NEW HAVEN COUNTY MEETING, APRIL, 1869. BY GeORGE 

A. WARD, M. D.y OF NEW HAVEN. 



My own experience with the Veratrum Viride, medically and surg- 
ically, has given me the highest opimon of its value as a remedial 
agent. From a large number of cases in my note book, I have selected 
the following, as examples of the prompt beneficial action of the remedy. 

Case 1. — Mrs. C, an Irishwoman aged about 40 years, in a drunken 
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affray in which her husband was kiUed, received a knife wound in the 
abdomen, about three inches in extent, through which the intestine pro- 
truded; she had been thrown upon the floor, and was Ncovered with 
blood and dirt, the intestine being also covered with dirt. I washed the 
wound and intestine carefully with warm water, gently returned the 
protruded bowel, closed the wound with interrupted sutures, compress 
and bandage, gave her a grain of opium, and lefl ; this was about 
midnight. Ten hours after I saw her, and found her hot and feverish ; 
skin harsh and dry, pulse 100, full and hard, tongue heavily coated, 
abdomen slightly tender. I immediately prescribed as follows : 

[J Fluid Extract Veratrum Viride, (Tilden's,) 3 iss. 

Potassce Chlorate, 3 i. 

Aqua, 5 lii. 

Mt. 

Teaspoonful once in two hours. 

Saw her again at 7 p. m., found her with soft moist skin, pulse 88. 
soft, no tenderness on pressure, edges of wound glut^d together with 
lymph. Has taken all the mixture. Ordered the veratrum continued, 
one drop once in three hours. Saw her at 9 a. m., pulse 72, skin moist, 
tongue clean, patient cheerful and comfortable. This patient recovered 
rapidly without a single bad symptom, although from her habits and 
mode of life 1 feared the case would have a fatal termination. 

Case 2. — J. O. N., aged 24, a robust Irishman, in an affray received 
a knife wound in the right inguinal region, wounding the epigastric 
artery and penetrating the cavity of the abdomen, a small knuckle of 
intestine showing itself at the bottom of the wound ; after placing a 
double ligature on the artery and dividing the artery between, the pro- 
truding gut was reduced, and the wound closed by interrupted sutures, 
carried down to the peritoneum, and dressed in the ordinary manner. 
Although the patient had lost a notable quantity of blood, twelve hours 
after the injury the pulse rose to 120, tenderness over the abdomen and 
symptoms of commencing peritonitis appeared. Four drops of Tilden's 
Fluid Extract of Veratrum Viride were given every three hours, which 
in twelve hours had reduced the pulse to 90 in the minute ; this course 
of treatment was kept up with varying doses of veratrum for about a 
week, and at the end of a fortnight patient was discharged cured. 

Oane 3. — Ella C, a little girl about 6 years of age, of delicate con- 
stitution, was seen at 1 p. m , presenting all the symptoms of acute 
meningitis, pulse 160, hard, head hot and fiery to the touch, intense 
pain, delirium and nausea. § : Veratrum Viride 3 drops once in two 
hours in solution of Bismuth — mustard between the shoulders ; half a 



On the Use of the Viratrum Viruie. 369 

grain of calomel with three grains of sugar to be placed on the tongue 
once in three hours, for the double purpose of allaying nausea and 
moving the bowels. A strip of muslin wet in ice water to the head, to 
be changed every minute. 7 p. m., pulse 152, soft, has slept some, 
veratrum one drop every hour : colH as usual. a. m., rested fairly 
through the night, pulse 120, soft. Bowel-* inoved gently during the 
nighr. The veratrum was kept up in varying dose?» (or three full days 
and night-, and at longer intervals for three days more. Patient dis- 
charged well on the sixth day. 

In this case it will bo noticed that as soon as the influence of the 
veratrum was felt a marked change in the symptoms, the child becoming 
more tranquil, the pulse lessened in frequency and character, the skin 
from being hot and dry, became cooland moist, and the attack was at 
an end ; with the * xceplion of four doses of calomel and sugar (equal 
in all to two grains of calomel) there was no other medicine given. 

Case 4 — ^This and the following case are stated that the contrast 
between the lancet and the veratrum may be observed. A robust Irish- 
man, aged about 40, was found in bed complaining of severe pain in 
Xhe chest, unable lb draw a lull breath, tongue heavily coated, pulse 100, 
full and hard. He had been seen the day before by another practitioner, 
who had bled him to faintness ; gave a dose of morphia and left. I im- 
mediately ordered a large mustard paste to the side, 4 drops of 
veratrum once in two hours, for three doses, after that to be continued 
once in six hours; Dover's powder, 10 grains at bed-time, bowels ta 
move by injection. Saw him the next day and found him at his bar»: 
feeding his pigs. 

Case 5. — Mrs. H., American, a short stout young woman, aged 24. 
Saw her at 5^ p. m., April 2d, 1864. Face flushed, eyes suffused and 
bloodshot, skin hot, pulse 160 in the minute, tongue heavily coated and 
dry, slight cough and lancinating pain in lefl side. - Ordered four drops 
of Tilden's veratrum once in three hours, mustard to the side, camphor- 
ated Dover's powder 10 grains at bed time. 

April 3d, 1864 9 a. m., had rather a restless night, perspired freely, 
took the veratrum once in three hours during the night without nausea. 
Pulse 88, tongue still heavily coated but moist. Skin moist, pain not 
so severe, is troubled to cough or draw a long breath ; was directed to 
. continue the veratrum once in four hours, Dover's powder at bed-time. 
April 4th, much improved, to have a dose of salts and senna. April 
^tb, up and about the house. Discharged. 

The contrast between these cases will be perceived at a glance. 

24 
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In the one the abstraction of blood had given no relief. The veratrum 
gave prompt and permanent relief. In the other the veratrum was used 
from the outstart, and the next day all the symptoms improved, and the 
pulse was reduced nearly one half. 

The Veratrum Viride is susceptible of a wide range of influence, but 
its peculiarly powerful effects are most marked in acete. inflammatory 
affections, as for example, Meningitis, Orchitis, Peritonitis, Pneumonia, 
the Exanthemata, and all diseases characterized by increased arterial 
action. 

In Hcemopl^ysis, the Veratrum .Viride exerts a wonderful influence in 
calming the excited arterial system and thus aiding nature to close the 
bleeding orifice. In disease of the heart, characterized by hurried or 
irregular action, I regard this remedy as of infinitely more importance 
than Digitalis in promoting a calm, steady action of the organ. 

The great diversity of effects seen, and opinions entertained in rejgard 
to the use of this remedy, are due, I think, almost if not entirely to the 
varied strength of the article used. 

I have tried every variety of the article, from some preparations 
getting no effects, from others slight, and others the full characteristics 
of the remedy. I now confine myself to the use of a saturated tincture 
of the fresh root, which I find uniformly reliable, and which I order to 
give in the following manner, as the mode of administration of the 
remedy is of importance as regards the effects produced, 

5 Sat. Tr. Verat. Viride, 31. 

Potassse Chlorat 3 ii. 

Aqua, § ii. 

M. 

If to a child I add a little syrup. 1 also use the chlorate of soda 
instead of potassa, as the taste is more cooling and agreeable. 
Dose : One teaspoonful every two hours, for three doses, once in three 
hours for two doses, once in four hours for two or three doses, according 
to the effect produced, and if necessary returning to the starting point. 
By giving it in this manner the remedy can be used for weeks, without 
producing any deleterious effects upon the system at large or even ex- 
citing emesis. 

The chlorate of potass, or soda exerts a beneficial effect in keeping 
the mouth and fauces in a soil, moist condition, correcting foetor, and 
loosening the viscid secretions which are so often a troublesome 
symptom. 
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Too little thought has been given to this remedy in a surgical point 
of view, though of late I see it is coming more and more into use. 
Prof. H. R. Storer speaks highly of it as controlling the tendency to 
peritonites, after abdominal section : — ^and CaunifF, in his admirable 
Manual of Surgery based on Pathology, narrates pages 87, 88, two 
very interesting cases of wound of the lung, (in one ease the ball pass- 
ing directly through the lung,) treated by Veratrum Viride, and speaks 
of the great value of the agent, as an antiphlogistic and diaphoretic. 

In regard to the poisonous qualities of the drug, I do not believe the 
stomach can be made to retain a sufficient quantity to kill a person. 
Nature has so surrounded the alkaloid which reduces the pulse, (and it 
does that and nothing more) with a principle which causes all superfluous 
qantities to be thrown off, and when that effect once takes place I will 
defy any one to get any more of the article into the stomach to be re- 
tained there. 

A word as to the treatment when an over dose has been taken. The 
books and journals advise brandy or alcohol; it is my impression that 
those who gave the advice never tried the remedy in their own persons, 
had they done so, the advice were never given. My own plan is either 
to let the patient alone altogether, or else apply dry warmth to the 
extremities and stomach. Morphia, internally, in as small quantity as 
possible, or better yet Morphia subcutaneously administered — Medical 
Communications, 
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TREATMENT OF DELIRIUM TREMENS. 



Dr. Hermat!7n, of St. Petersburg, calls attention to the importance, 
in estimating the value of remedies in delirium tremens, of recognizing 
the fact that slight cases get well spontaneously. The critical sleep 
occurs usually about the seventh day, more rarely on the fifth, and in 
cases where dripking habits have only been recently commenced, on the 
third or fourth day ; when the illness lasts to the eleventh or twelfth 
day, complications are to be suspected. Very large experience has 
convinced the author that remedies usually have little influence ; even 
the largest dose of " nervic " drugs will not cut short the malady, and 
too great venturesomeness often does harm. TJie drugs most used are 
opiates, chloroform, digitalis, tartar emetic, acetate and oxide of zinc ; 
certain stimulants as alcohol, camphor, sambul; and, besides these, 
there are the use of cold, isolation of the patient, rest, baths, and moral 
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influence. The oldest and most esteemed remedy is opium, but even 
this is no specific. Practitioners differ greatly about the proper dose ; 
the medium quantity of one grain four to six times in the day is most 
commonly used. In the Obachoff Hospital a grain dose is given 
morning and noon, and one. 2 grain dose in the evening. Such doses 
usually do good, and may be continued for several days without mischief; 
but where the patient is continuously maniacal and bathed in sweat, the 
pulse over 100, and the first heart sound weak and indistinct; as also 
where he does not talk loud, but mutters almost inaudibly, and shows 
a disposition to sinking or to coma, or where no improvement occurs 
after five or seven days, opium is contra-indicated, and stimulants must 
take its place. Patients who resist ^wery gastric remedy may be dealt 

' with by subcutaneous injection of morphia. The author does not approve 
the digitalis treatment recommended by several English authors ; he 
finds it ineffective, and thinks it dangerous. Chloroform is far below 

• opium in utility. A tartar emetic mixture, with three or four grains in 
the six ounces, is useful in gastric complications, and in active con- 
gestion of the chest or head, especially in robust persons, larger and 
repeated doses readily produce collapse. Acetate of zinc (one drachm 
in six ounces) has frequently proved useful ; the author thinks it comes 
next to opium. Alcoholic stimulants and* camphor are indicated in the 
case of old drinkers ; also in relapses, and in cases where restlessness 
and copious sweating, with weakness of the heart, contra indicate opium. 
Capsicum has been used by Hermann in several cases with decided 
benefit. He giving two drachms of the tincture diluted with water 
every three hours. He thinks that various other remedies of repute 
owe their apparent success to the result of expectation. Finally, be 
remarks that acute delirium tremens is a capricious disease, and its 
prognosis always dou,btful. Small local bleedings from the epigastrium, 
the cold affusion with or without the warm bath, a cool room, mental 
and bodily rest — these are the foundation of the treatment. The strait- 
waistcoat is often (?) unavoidable. In after-treatment bitter stomachics, 
with or without opium, wine, beer, or even small doses of brandy, are 
found useful. — Bienn, Betrosp, Syd, Soc. from Petersburger Zeitschr.^ 
No. 8, 1667.— A/m. 
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OF — 

Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 



Influence of Nutriment on Disease. — The Journal Central de 
Medicine de Berlin publishes seriatim the conclusions arrived at by Dr. 
Salisbury from a large number of experiments on this subject. They 
are as follows :^ 

. 1. — The continuous use of vegetable aliments, particularly of the 
leguminous and amylaceous plants, provokes constipation and a sort of 
scorbutic condition. 

2. — The use of amylaceous plants causes a great variety of morbid 
conditions ; for example, fibrinous deposits and embiola in the capillary 
vessels, and congestion, inflammation, diarrhoea and paralysis, as the 
result, and at a later period, tuberculous deposits in the lungs, affections 
of the eyes and ears, pains in the back and extremities. 

3. — ^These symptoms may be advantageously met by having recourse 
to albuminoid ailments of nniirial origin, and especially by the use of 
salts of potash and iron, which prevent coagulation of fibrin, favor the 
circulation of the blood, and render active absorption and intestinal 
secretion. 

4. — ^The morbid states which we have enunierated»are developed in 
armies on the field, especially when they are subjected to any amy- 
laceous dietary. 

5. — ^The officers, who have the privilege of varying their diet, are free 
from these accidents. 

6. — When the nutriment is exclusively amylaceous or saccharine, 
constipation soon appears, and stomachic digestion is effected with 
difiiculty. 

7. — ^This constipation is not slow in engendering the products of 
fermentation, intestinal gases, and parasites in great number. 

8. — This condition continues until diarrhoea sets in, and then small 
colloid gelatinous masses are found in the faeces in the variable quantity. 

9. — ^These are in no respect the cause of the diarrhoea ; they result 
from the production and metamorphosis of saccharine and fermentative 
matter. Once produced, these substances act as a true poison on the 
organism and aggravate the intestinal lesions. 

10. — It is especially in the evening and during the night that the 
products of fermentation are developed in the intestines. Each day 
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they increase. The continual excitement of the intestinal mucous 
membrane by the gases and parasites produce diarrhoea, which soon 
becomes chronic, and resists all method of treatment. 

11. — ^This state is always accompanied with a tendency to paralysis 
accompanied by singing in the ears and violent headache, symptoms 
which are attributable to defectiver nourishment and to the presence of 
fibrinous masses in the capillary vessels. 

12. — There are often at this stage symptoms of bronchitis. The ex- 
pectoration is thick, yellow, principally at night, and it is complicated 
with dyspnoea and palpitations, 

13. — Diabetes and strumous affections often supervene on a diet ex- 
clusively saccharine or containing too much starch. 

14. — ^The diarrhoea, characterized by colloid greenish stools, which 
ittacks children during the summer, depends on the abvse of saccharine 
substances and fruits, and the colloid masses are derived from the in- 
testinal epithelium. — Medical Record. — Buffalo Medical and Surgical 
Journal, Nov. 1869. 



Opium as a Parturient Agent upocj the Uterus. — P. C. Barker^ 
M. D., Morristown, N. J., {N, Y, Med. JournaVjy has discovered that 
opium is an invaluable parturient agent in cases of this character: 
Before the expulsive contractions commence which terminate the process, 
the circular fibres of the uterus should relax, and the " os " become 
widely dilated ; but irregular contractions of the different sets of fibres, 
or contractions of the circular alone (constituting false pains), or rigidity 
of the " OS uteri," due to tonic contraction of its circular fibres, often 
prevent this physiological dilatation, and prove the source of great dis- 
tress to the patient and annoyance to the obstetrician. 

Further observations in a large number of cases of varied character^ 
have convinced him that opium, instead of having a general anodyne- 
effect upon the uterus (longitudinal and oblique), and relaxes the circular 
fibres of the os. He is fully persuaded that opium never did or can 
arrest a physiological labor. 

In abortions he considers it an invaluable remedy, facilitating dilatatioB^ 
diminishing hemorrhage, promoting the expulsion of the placenta, and 
lessening sufiering. 

Ergot, on the ol^her hand, by causing contraction of the circular fibres,, 
retains the placenta, and therefore should rarely be given (in abortion) 
until after the foetus and secundines have been expelled. Opium was- 
used in three cases of placenta prcevia, one at the sixth month, and twa 
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at term, saving the mother in each instance. Two important indications 
are met in placenta proevia, when this drug is given : 1st. It facilitates 
dilatation, thus shortening the period of greatest danger. 2nd. It 
promotes the expulsive power of the uterus. It also serves to lessen 
hemorrhage by a special haemostatic action. 

With respect to the mode of administration, he has generally employ- 
ed solid opium pills, grs. 1 to 3, or sulphate of morphia, gr. 1-6 to ^ 
(the latter given dry on the tongue if nausea is present), at term. 

In abortion, if seen early, he gives enemas of corresponding strength, 
usually employing fi-om 3 ss to § j. doses of opii tinct. in a tablespoonful 
of warm water, to be repeated after three hours if the pains continue, 
or later if they return after being quieted. 

The theory set forth in this paper explains phenomena in the action 
of opium upon the gravid uterus which have hitherto, from the time of 
Denman to the present been regarded as exceptional. 

His object in calling the attention of the profession to' these peculiar 
properties of opium is, the promotion of a wider knowledge and a more 
general application of them in practice ; and he feels assured that, if 
opium is given in the conditions and doses above indicated, it will not 
disappoint the obstetric practitioner. — Jfedical JRecord. — Calif oriiia 
Medical Oazette, Dciober, 1869, p. 41. 



On Muriate of Ammonia as a Remedy for some Nervous Af- 
fections. — '* Muriate of ammonia is one of those commonplace and 
unattractive substances which we, in this country, are little apt to credit 
with extensive remedial properties in disease." We quote the first 
sentence of an eniinently suggestive paper by Dr. Anstie (the Frocii- 
tioner, December, 1868), which treats principally of the employment 
of this remedy for the relief of (1) various kinds of pain, and (2) of 
certain cases of suspended secretion dependent on nervous exhaustion. 
Before very briefly describing some of the applications mentioned, we 
think it right to state that we are by no means prepared to coincide in 
Dr. Anstie's therapeutics, in so far as this is founded on physiological 
data. Under the first class the disease termed myalgia is said to be 
specially amenable to treatment by muriate of ammonia. Doses of 
from ten to twenty grains are recommended, and by their use this dis- 
ease may be cured as certainly as ague by quinla. This class also in- 
cludes various neuralgias proper, such as migraine (usually referred to 
disorders of digestion) and clavus hystericus) both of which Dr. Anstie 
believes to be distinct and primary neuralgias of the fifth cranial nerve. 
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Of all the internal remedies that can be employed in these headaches, 
none is apparently so beneficial as the muriate of ammonia, its virtue 
depending on its mildly stimulant properties. It should be given in 
the same doses as for myalgia. In intercostal neuralgia, and especially 
in that form met with in suckling women or in phthisical patients, this 
remedy is also of great value, frequently ** pain being relieved in half 
an hour." It may also be used with advantage in the milder varieties 
of sciotica, which occur in young and debilitated persons ; and in that 
somewhat obscure form <»f neuralgia termed hepatic. Among the 
therapeutic applications to relieve suspended secretion, Dr. Anstie ex- 
presses his conviction that muriate of ammonia 'Ms the most powerful 
of all functional restoratives" of suspended idle secretion. He especially 
recommends it in those: cases where the disease is produced by severe 
and exhausting mental excitement; and mentions that he has seen 
several instances in whieh two or three duses of twenty grains have 
caused a marked recommencement of biliary stcretion. All these, 
and various other therapeutical indications, are founded on th? sup- 
position that this remedy is a "pure tonic stimulant" to sensitive and 
vaso motor nerves. — Edin. Med. Journal June, 1869. — California Med, 
Gazette, October, 1 869, p. 40. 

Treatment of Aneurism by Iodide of Potassium. — In our number 
for January, 1809, we give an abstract of a paper on this subject by Dr. 
Balfour, Physician to the Edinburgh Infirmary in which he extols the 
iodide of potassium, as holding out a better prospect of relief, if not 
cure of internal aneurism than any other method hitherto devised for 
its treatment. 

In a recent paper {Ed, Med, Jour., July, 1869), Dr. B. publishes 
some fupther observations on this subject, with additional cases, making 
eleven in all. " In my former paper," Dr. B. remarks, " I carefully 
pointed out the many fallacies which embarrass us in making up our 
mind as to the value of any special treatment in such a disease as 
thoracic aneurism, in which the symptoms occasionally undergo 
spontaneous abatement, without any real improvement having taken 
place ; the cases I am now about to relate will, I think, convince even 
the most skeptical )nqui^er that, in many cases at least, a real im- 
provement does take place, the permanence of which must depend upon 
various circumstances, over which neither physician nor physic have 
any control. The value of the treatment is shown in the fact, that not 
only relief to symptoms, but positive improvement has been obtained 
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iQ every case which has submitted to it for a sufficient length of time ; 
^hile there are many facts which tend to prove that iodide of potassium 
is not only curative in aneurisms already developed, but that it also acts 
remedially and prophylacticalJy in the aneurismal diathesis ; a much 
better thing both for physician and patient." — American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences. 



Chorba Cured by Ether-spray Applied to the Spine. — ^M. Mazade 
records [Lyon Medicate, 4 Juillet) an interesting case in which severe 
chorea was effectually treated in the above manner. The patient was a 
young man aged 18; the disease had lasted many months, and after a 
brief interruption (during an attack of varicella) had returned with 
increased violence. Fifly grammes (14 drachms) of ether were applied, 
in spray, along the whole length of the spine with a Richardson's ap- 
paratus ; the skin was slightly reddened, but not rendered anaesthetic. 
The next morning the patient announced that he felt much better, 
although the external symptoms were not materially changed. The ether 
douche was administered three ticfies more, and a remarkable im- 
provement was then observed ; the treatment was therefore continued, 
and at the end of about eight days the patient could write legibly, where- 
as the affection of the hands had been so severe as to entirely 
prevent ' even his feeding himself. He was so well as to be about to 
leave the hospital, about three weeks after the commencement of the 
ether treatment, when he was attacked with typhoid fever. The latter 
affection proved slight, and was not followed by any return of the chronic 
symptoms. — The Practitioner. — California Medical Gazette, October, 
1869, p. 44. 

Hooping Cough. — By Joseph Sites, M. D. I have found the follow- 
ing extremely useful in hooping cough : 

5fr Syr. lobelia and blood root, § iv. 
Bromide potass., ^ ss. 
Bromide ammonia, 3 iii. — Mix. 

A teaspoonful three times during the day, and a larger dose at bed 
time. Suitable for a child from six to ten. 

In alternation with the above 1 usually give a few drops of tincture 
b lack cohosh or belladonna. 

Where the lobelia and blood root seem to create emesis, I substitute 
cinnamon water, and give the same quantity of bromide. — Eclectic 
Medical Journal, Nov. 1869, p. 493. • 
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Subcutaneous Injections in Asthma. — Prof. Hirtz has tried the 
effect of subcutaneous injections of morphia in this disease. His first 
patient was a young girl handsome and intelligent, and otherwise healthy, 
but having monthly attacks of asthma At these times respiration was 
so noisy as to be heard outside the room. One hundredth of a gramme 
of acetate of morphia was injected in the arm, and in fi^e riJinutes the 
greatest relief was experienced. The same dose sinct*. that time has 
served to cut short all attacks, although almost every sort of treatment 
had previously been tried in vain. 

•Prof. Hirtz had also tried the sulphate of atropia subcutaneously. 
He finds that in doses of a five-hundredth of a gramme it acts more 
rapidly but less permanently than the above mentioned quantity of 
morphia. In chronic cases it may be well to try the two remedies 
alternately. — Syd. Soc, Bienn. Retrosp, 1869, from Bull, Oen, de ' 

Therap, — Idem, 



Secale Cornutum in Diarrhcea. — November 5th, 1868, Henry 
Duggan called at my office, stating that his wife, set. 32, had been 
troubled with diarrhoea.; for several days there was considerable tenes- 
mus ; she had taken several doses of castor oil with no apparent 
benefit, and as she was in the third month of pregnancy, was fearful of 
producing miscarriage by using active remedies. I made and put up a 
prescription for her, and by mistake he took a two-ounce vial of whie 
of ergot, and gave it as I directed him to use the other, " half an ounce 
after each stool." I discovered the mistake five hours after, and went 
at once to see her ; found her quietly sleeping ; she had taken three d(»ses. 
After waking her, she said she felt better than she had for several days. 
I have tried it twice since with her, and in three other cases of diarrhoea 
in pregnant iemales at different stages of gestation with the most happy 
results. Will some one give it the rationale ? — W. J. Hillis, M. D., 
Med, and Sutq, Reporter. — Calif ornia Medical Gazette, "p, 44. 



Cure for Warts. — Warts may be readily cured by cutting a hole 
in a piece of sticking plaster eo that the wart protrudes, and then using — 

5 Caustic potash, § ij. 

Gum arable, § ss. ' 

Flour sufficient. 
M. — Make ^ paste, 

S. — To be left on for % few hours. — Boston Journal of Chemistry, -r- 
Chicago Medical Journal, October, 1869, p. 601. 



i 
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Hooping Cough. — By Dr. A. J. Haile, Philadelphia. As to the 
remedies that have been so highly recommended by different authors 
as specifics for hooping cough, I can only say that they are quite various, 
and a great many that should not be relied on. However, there is one 
that I do not hesitate to recommend as being one of the best that 
probably has ever been introduced for this malady, it being composed 
of the following : 

5 Bromide potass., 3 i* 

Bromide ammonia, 3 iii* 

Iodide potass., 3 i. 

Bicarbonate potass.,. 3 "• 

Fluid ext. black cohosh. 

Glycerine, aa, § iii. Mix. 

S. — A teaspoonful thrice daily, and a tablespoonful at bed time. The 
above remedy I have used quite extensively, with the best beneficial 
results. — Eclectic Medical Journal, Nov. 1869, p. 524. 



Hypodermic Injection of the Tincture of Calabar Bean in Ep- 
iLEPsr. — Dr. F. C. Wilson, of Virginia, reports several cases of epilepsy, 
which he treated by injecting hypodermically tea to twelve minims of 
the tincture of calabar bean. He alleges that, in patients having a series 
of epileptic convulsions, recurring at intervals of eight, ten or twenty 
I minutes, the paroxysms at once ceased, and that they soon dropped ofl' 

\ into a quiet sleep. 

I The doctor says that the calabar bean may be combined with strych- 

nine, thus enabling a much larger dose of each to be given than would 
be safe if given separately. 

We think these experiments sufficient to recommend to the profession 
its further trial in this disease. Will any one give us the result of their 
experiments with this remedy? — Richmond and Louisville Medical 
« 'Journal, — Chicago Medical Journal^ October 1889, p. 602. 



The Decolorization of Tincture of Iodine. — * * * * The ordinary 
soap liniment does nOt actually decolorize the iodine, yet it possesses 
the great advantage of enabling us to rub it freely into the skin without 
the characteristic color of iodine being imparted to it ; and thus we can 
use iodine as an external application where the antipathies or caprice of 
patients would otherwise present a formidable barrier to its use, were 
it employed in the ordinary way. As a liniment, one part of tincture 
of iodine, one of glycerine, and two of soap liniment, may be used for 



380 The Jwumal of Materia Medvca. 

a long time without produciDg much cutaneous irritation, or any 
characteristic decolorization. Stains caused by the accidental ap- 
plication of tincture of iodine may be at once removed by the use of 
soap liniment. — California Medical Gazette, — Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer^ November, 1869, p. 698. 



Persistent Priapism Successfully Treated with Bromide of 
Potassium. — Dr. B. S. Hargis relates the case of a muUato (i\r. 0, 
Journal of Medicine), aged 28 years, married, and who was addicted to 
excessive venereal indulgence, and who was seized immediately after 
<jonnection with an intensely painful erection. He had applied cold 
water assiduously ; then had recourse to hot baths and fomentations ; 
took purgatives, and afterwards opium. His countenance was haggard 
and expressive of great anxiety. He suffered intense pain in the virile J 

member. He was ordered of bromide of potassium grs. xv. e\rery two 
hours. In six hours the pain was relieved and the organ flaccid, and 
entire relief was experienced. In about two months he experienced 
another attack of the priapism, aud was treated as before with the same 
result. — Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, Nov. 1869, p. 695. 



Quinine, Opium and Chloroform. — J. Campbell Shorb, M. D., 
Professor of Physiology in the Toland Medical College, San Francisco, 
California, in his introductory address to the students on '^ Benevolence 
in Medicine," concludes with these words : " The student of medicine, 
who in the consideration of quinine, opium, and chloroform, can not 
discover abundant reason for gratitude to the good God above us, nor 
reason for devotion to medicine, had better leave these halls ; or staying 



Lime Water in the Treatment of Bright's Disease. — Kuchen- 
meister recommends in the treatment of Bright's Disease, and of 
nephritis after scarlatina the use of large doses of lime-water, theoretical- \ 

ly from its having the property of dissolving proteine. Lyon Medicale 
details the treatment, and says that caustic lime in solution, or any of 
the soluble salts of lime, will answer equally well. He has seen the 
urine increase from 30 grammes to 120 the first day, 180 the secopd, 
300 the third, and up to 1020 the seventh day, under this influence ; 
sometimes a slight hemorrhage necessitates the disuse of this treatment ; 
but the quantity of albumen in the urine sensibly diminishes. — Med.^ 
Press and Circ, June 30.— California Med, Gazette, October, 1869, p. 40, 
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pray that the obscurity of his soul may depart, and that his heart may 
be aroused to a sense of the majesty and beneficence of the noblest of 
human sciences." — California Medical Gazette, — Cincinnati Lancet and 
Observer, Nov. 1869, p. 696. 



Snake Bite Cured by the Application of a Coal of Fire. — Dr. 
Perkins writes to the Galveston Med, Jour,: 

While serving in the Confederate army 1 heard a very intelligent 
gentleman say that firing was the Dest remedy for the bite of a venom- 
ous snake. I never knew of the application of the remedy until a few 
days ago. A young man, aged 18 years of age «ras bitten by a very 
large rattlesnake {h'fQ feet long) on the arm, above the elbow. A 
coal of fire was applied a short time after he was bitten. 1 saw him 
two hours after the accident, when he appeared very much prostrated 
and was vomiting every few minutes — pulse very small and frequent, 
complaining constantly of the burn, which was pretty severe. 1 gave 
him freely of diluted alcohol. His recovery was rapid and the swelling 
in the arm slight. 

The question now is, did the fire do any good ? i think it did ; not 
only by destroying the virus, to a considerable extent, but also by pro^ 
ducing a local incapacity in the veins and absorbent vessels to perform 
their functions. I think, in all probability, he would have died before: 
the ajcohol was given, if the fire had not been applied. 



Ointment for Haemorrhoids. — By the late prof. W. R. Fisher : 

Take of Sulphate of Morphia, three grains. 

Extract of Stramonium, thirty " 

Olive Oil, sixty " 

Carbonate of Lead, sixty " 

Lard Cerate, three drachms. 

Rub the extract, if not uniformly soft, with a few drops of water ^ 
add the powders and olive oil, and rub till perfectly smooth, and then 
incorporate them with the cerate. — American Journal of Pharmacj, — 
Chicago Medical Journal^ October, 1869, p. 600. 
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Goitre — Htfodermic Injection of Iodine. — The author treats goitre 
by hypodermic injections of iodine. He began with four or five dropa 
of the tincture, and gradually increased the quantity, repeating the in- 
jections every eight' days or so. — Prof. A, LucTce^ in Berliner Klin.. 
Wochenschrift, — Chicago Med. Journal, October, 1869, p. 602. 
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TO OUR PATRONS. 



Ill closing the Eighth Volume of the Journal of Materia Medica, 
we would be doing injustice to our own feelings not to express, if even 
imperfectly, our grateful acknowledgment of the many testimonials we 
have received during the year, not only from our colleagues of the 
press, but from members of the profession in all parts of the land, that 
our labors have not been wholly unappreciated. It has been, and will 
still be, our aim to make the Journal a true reflex of the progress of 
Medical Science — particularly in that department to which it is special- 
ly devoted — in carefully collecting and presenting to our readers full 
and reliable information of all new remedial agents that may be dis- 
covered, and such modifications in the forms of administering those 
already known, as judicious experiment and experience show to be best 
adapted to the beneficent purposes of the healing art. And it is a 
matter of no little self gratulation with us, that our efforts have met 
the approbation of so many of the pi*ofession, as is attested by a large 
and constantly increasing list of subscribers and readers in every State 
of the Union. 

To them all we ofifer our hearty thanks for their cordial support — 
their frequent words of commendation ; and we trust the Volume of 
the coming year will be equally instructive to its readers, — promising . 
that no pains shall be spared on our part to make it equal to its pre- 
decessors in correctness and interest. 
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PHYSICIANS' DIARY FOR 1870. 



The Physicians' Diary for 1870 is now ready for delivery. 

In the compilation of this work, our aim has been to study the wants 
of the physician in country and city practixje, and to exclude all irrelevant 
m^-tter that does not directly facilitate the performance of his daily 
routine of duties. In successive editions we shall endeavor to make 
such additions and improveYnents as may from time to' time be suggested. 

For contents of the Diary we refer to the second page of the cover. 
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SULPHATE OF MORPHINE IN LABOR. 



Belton, Anderson^ S. C, Nov, 11, 1860. 

Messrs. Editors Journal Materia Mbdica : 

I see a communication in the October number of the Materia 
Medica, from Dr. T. J. Kennedy, of Tenn., on the parturient effects of 
Morf)hia. Being myself a young physician, I read his article with 
much interest, although I have not arrived at the same conclusions. 
He has well said that the young practitioner is eager to receive counsel 
and advice from the older ones who have passed over the rugged road 
for many years; but they are still more energetic in their efforts to 
discover a panacea for every pain, than they are to trace the remote physi- 
ological effects of medicines in pathological conditions of the human 
system. Jn other words, we are too apt to acquire a routine practice, 
and without studying every case as an especial one, we are prone to 
place all of a class in the same balance, and treat them all alike. Coun- 
try physicians are still more disposed to act thus than those who reside 
in cities, irom the fact that the facilities of the former for acquiring pa- 
thological knowledge, and classifying the same, are limited. But to our 
subject: 

Dr. K. cites a case in which a lady was delivered in less than one 
hour after the injection of morphia, hypodermically, (J gr.) Now I 
propose to account for this failure of morphia to arrest labor on a 
different basis. A dose of the drug, to be effectual, must be adminis- 
tered according to the distress of the patient. For instance, I have 
injected one-sixth of a grain in deltoid, for colic, and found it gave re- 
lief in three minutes and a half — and again I have injected one-half 
grain, and found relief immediately ; but it was transitory — the pain 
being so severe that the patient would cry out now and then, and repose 
at intervals. Now if this be the case in colic, and other painful affec- 
tions, why may it not be the same in labor ? I see no reason why it 
should not. 

In November, 1868, I was requested by a neighboring physician to 
visit a patient of his about whom he was in trouble as to his diagnosis. 
Found her suffering with pains every five minutes. On examination, 
found her about six months' " gone," and threatened with miscarriage. 
I gave her one-fourth of a grain of morphia, and the next day she was 
able to be about the house. She went on till. full term, when I delivered' 
her of a healthy male child. She had once miscarried at the sixth 
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month. She died about one month after this, of organic disease of 
bicuspid. 

I was called, in May, to see Mrs. K., aged 27. Found her in labor, 
and on examination, found the os hard and unyielding. Staid with her 
for five hours, and seeing the labor progressing very slowly, I gave her 
three grains of opium, which had the desired effect. She was delivered 
in eight days of a healthy female child. 

On Sunday morning, September, 1868, 1 was called to see Mrs. W. 
Found her in labor; head presentation, L. (). A., and forced down into 
the pelvis. In all my practice I had never witnessed such uterine pains. 
They were not only severe, but uninterrupted, which, together with her 
herculean efforts at bearing down, and my inability to force up the 
brow, alarmed me I gave half a grain of morphia. She became less 
sensitive — the pains resumed their periodicity — and by pressing upon 
the brow during the beginning of a pain, I soon delivered her of a male 
child, with only the left eye bruised slightly from pressure upon pro- 
montory of sacrum. By slight friction upon the abdomen, the womb 
contracted well. No other difficulty experienced. After delivering, 
she slept for half a day. Now does not this illustrate my position ? 
Ilad she only been in ordinary labor, in my mind there is no doubt but 
that her pains would have ceased, for as soon as the labor had termi- 
nated she was completely under the effects of morphia. 

In this instance of extraordinary labor, like any other suffering, an 

extraordinary dose of morphia was required to produce a calmative 

effect. 

G. R. DEAN. 
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Correspondents will oblige by writing plainly their Names, Town, 
Covnty and State, We are frequently unable to answer letters because, 
these are omitted. 



